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Cafe  of  Retention  of  Urine  occafioned  by  a  Contufion  of 

the  Perinaum. 

[By  Mr.  Maunoir,  of  Geneva.] 


MR.  Maunoir  obfcrves,  that  the  cafe  mentioned 
in  vol.  I.  page  362*  of  the  Chirurgical  Jour¬ 
nal,  calls  to  his  recolle&ion  one  inferted  in  the 
London  Medical  Journal,  (vol.  XII.  part  ii.  page 
109.)  Jn  this  laft  cafe,  the  perinæum  was  contufed 
by  the  edge  of  a  chair,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Mr* 
Cagnion’s  patient  by  the  axle-tree.  The  fymptoms 
were  nearly  the  fame,  but  the  variation  in  fubfequent 
events  may  be  attributed  to  the  dilferent  modes  of 
cure  adopted  in  England  and  France. 
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Mr.  Maunoir  continues  to  obferve,  that  the  means 
to  derive  advantages,  by  appreciating  the  different 
curative  modes  adopted  in  different  countries,  and 
often  in  the  fame  city,  is  by  comparing  the  refult 
of  cafes  of  a  fimilar  defeription.  This  fpecies  of 
comparifon  would  neceffarily  tend  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  art. 

Mr.  Maunoir  then  proceeds  to  draw  what  he  con¬ 
ceives  an  interefting  parallel,  from  the  refpedlive 

events,  and  modes  of  treatment,  adopted  in  thefe 

% 

two  cafes.  After  giving  a  precife  hiftory  of  every 
effential  circumftance  in  the  Englifh  cafe,  he  proceeds, 
with  fome  remarks  on  the  two  cafes  in  queftion,  to 
prove  the  diredt  and  evident  influence  of  furgery,  in 
diforders  fubmitted  to  its  adlion. 


I'jitrafi  of  the  Cafe  from  the  London  Medical  Journal . 

Afoldier,  30  years  of  age,  in  attempting  to  leap 
over  two  chairs,  placed  back  to  back,  fell  with 
his  thighs  feparated  on  the  crofs-bars,  and  contufed 
the  perinæum  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  inllantly 
fainted,  and  remained  for  fome  time  perfedtly  fenfelefs. 
Some  hours  afterwards,  having  regained  his  ftrength, 
lie  went  to  tire  parade  ;  but,  when  in  the  ranks,  he 
was  attacked  with  a  copious  hemorrhage  from  the 
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penis,  accompanied  with  violent  pain  in  the  con- 
tilled  part.  Twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  he  had 
a  complete  retention  of  urine. 

Meffis.  Walker  and  Billam  could  not;  fucceed  in 
the  introduction  either. of  a  bougie  or  catheter, 
but  they  were  confolecl  by  feeing  the  fymptoms  rapidly 
yield  to  the  obfervance  of  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen, 
and  by  the  patient’s  apparent  recovery,  which  took 
place  in  about  4  days. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  J775,  10  days  after  the  ac¬ 
cident,  the  fwelling  of  the  perinæum  and  abdomen 
re -appeared,*  and  the  urine  carne  away  involuntarily. 
At  prefent,  the  means,  that  had  been  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance  employed,  were  not  attended  with  the  fame 
fuccels.  It  may  not  be  ufelefs  to  remark,  that  the 
relator  of  the  cafe  attributes  the  relapfe,  not  to  the 
difeaie  itfelf,  (which  was  only  palliated,)  but  to  the 
intemperance  of  the  patient. 

When  he  was  received  into  the  General  Infirmary 
of  Leeds,  on  the  ill  of  June,  he  had  a  painful  ablcefs 
in  the  perinæum,  accompanied  with  a  circumfcribed 
tumefaction  that  extended  as  high  as  the  umbilicus. 
The  tongue  was  white,  the  belly  bound,  and  the  urine 
totally  fuppreffed.  To  thefe  fymptoms  were  united 
an  habitual  difficulty  of  refpiration,  frequent  hiccups, 
and  extreme  weaknefs.  The  patient  alio  complained 
of  a  troublefome  itching  in  the  fkin,  and  of  intole- 


*  Though  this  iymptom  is  not  mentioned  in  the  relation  of 
the  Cafe,  the  exprefiion  re-appeared  proves  that  it  had  exifted 
in  the  hrit  period  of  the  complaint. 

A  3 


rable 


(  6  ) 


rable  pain  in  the  courte  of  the  urethra.  To  remedy 
fuch  a  number  of  evils,  feveral  furgeons  were  confut¬ 
ed,  who  agreed  to  place  the  patient  in  the  fame  filia¬ 
tion  as  in  the  operation  for  the  done.  Mr.  Lucas, 
one  of  the  furgeons  of  the  Infirmary,  opened  the 
abfcefs  in  peiinæo,  which  difchargcd  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  pus.  A  fmall  catheter  was  ineffectually 
attempted  to  be  paffed,  by  the  wound,  into  the 
urethra  :  another  attempt,  equally  unfuccefsful,  was 
made,  to  pafs  both  a  bougie  and  catheter  into  the 
natural  paffage  ;  though,  to  facilitate  this  meafure,  die 
patient  was  put  in  the  warm  bath.  Laxative  and 
opiate  clyflers,  cathartics,  mercurials,  anodynes,  &c. 
were  adminiftered  without  advantage.  The  urine  not 
being  difcharged,  the  furgeons  agreed  to  punflure  die 
bladder  above  the  pubis.  The  patient,  whofe  fuffer- 
ings  were  extreme,  objected,  for  48  hours,  to  the 
operation  being  performed. 

From  time  to  time  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  urine 
was  difcharged,  but  not  fufficient  fenfibly  to  mitigate 
the  pain,  or  obvioufiy  to  diminifh  the  tumour  of  the 
abdomen,  which  now  extended  as  high  as  the  fcrobi- 
cuius  cordis. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  the  patient  continuing  in  ex¬ 
treme  agony,  fignified  a  defire  for  the  operation, 
which  was  inftantly  performed.  The  furgeon  thru!! 
his  trocar  in  the  middle  of  the  hypogaflric  region,  two 
inches  above  the  fymphifis  pubis,  and  penetrated 
the  bladder.  Six  pints  of  urine  were  drawn  off,  the 
canula  was  left  in  the  bladder,  and  the  orifice  clofed 
with  a  cork  ;  the  parts  furrounding  die  canula  were 
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guarded  with  fponge,  to  abforb  the  urine  that  might 
happen  to  efcape.  Thefe  were  retained  in  their  fitua- 
tion  by  a  T- bandage,  fupported  by  a  fcapulary. 

In  the  evening,  when  the  cork  was  withdrawn, 
four  pints  of  urine  were  diicharged.  On  the  6th,  the 
canula  having  flipt  out  of  the  bladder,  could  not  be 
re-introduced  ;  but,  however,  they  fucceeded  in  the 
introduction  of  a  female  catheter,  which  was  judged 
proper  to  be  left  in  the  fame  fituation.  On  the  7  th, 
there  was  a  painful  tenefmus,  with  a  tendency  to 
expel  the  urine  by  the  urethra,  which  induced  the 
furgeon  to  renew  his  endeavours  for  the  introduction 
of  a  catheter,  or  a  probe,  into  the  canal  of  the 
urethra,  either  by  the  wound  in  perinæo,  or  by  the 
meatus  urinarius  ;  but,  from  the  pain  produced  by 
thefe  attempts,  he  was  obliged  to  defift. 

On  the  20th,  the  urine  efcaped  guttatim  acrofs  the 
wound  of  the  perinæum,  which  was  at  this  time  fo  con¬ 
tracted,  that  it  fcarcely  admitted  the  end  of  a  fmall  probe. 
On  the  26th,  a  very  fmall  bougie  was  palled  by  the 
meatus  urinarius  into  the  bladder,  and  a  plentiful  how 
of  urine  procured.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  fur¬ 
geon  to  leave  this  bougie  in  the  bladder;  but,  from 
the  coniiderable  pain  fubfequent  to  its  introduction, 
he  was  obliged  to  withdraw  it.  It  was  then  relolved 
to  let  the  urine  accumulate  in  the  bladder,  and  to 
folicit  its  evacuation  by  the  natural  paliage,  or  by 
the  wound  in  perinæo.  By  way  of  precaution,  the 
catheter  was  left  in  the  bladder.  On  the  20th, 
it  was  withdrawn,  as  the  bladder  had  completely 
regained  the  power  of  voiding  its  contents,  which 

it 
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it  effected  partly  by  the  fiftulous  orifice,  and  partly 
by  the  meatus  urinarius  ;  but  principally  by  the  laft. 
The  patient  gradually  recovered  his  ftrength,  and 
was  dilcharged  the  infirmary,  perfectly  cured,  on  the 
1 8  th  of  Auguft. 

A  year  afterwards,  he  was  admitted  again,  for  a 
fiftula  in  perinæo.  A  proper  plan  of  treatment,  a- 
dapted  to  his  cafe,  was  adopted  ;  but,  during  the 
procefs  of  his  cure,  he  delivered  himfelf  up  to  thofe 
intemperate  excefies  which  had  produced  a  return 
of  the  fiftula,  for  which  he  was  expelled  the  hof- 
pital. 


Reflections. 


The  two  patients,  whofe  cafes  are  about  to  be 
compared,  were  both  young  and  vigorous.  Mr. 
Cagnion’s  patient  had  a  violent  and  extenfive  contu- 
fion,  with  a  crevice  in  the  canal  of  the  urethra.  A 
confiderable  effufion  of  blood  fupervened,  combined 
with  infiltration  and  retention  of  urines  and  the  fcro- 
tum  was  threatened  with  gangrene  twelve  hours  after 
the  accident. 

The  Englifti  foldier  felt  a  very  acute  pain  at  the 
time  the  accident  happened,  which  foon  fubfided, 
as  he  went  to  the  parade  a  few  hours  after  the  ac¬ 
cident.  At  this  rime  there  was  a  hemorrhage  from 
the  penis,  but  without  any  effufion  or  infiltration  in 
die  perinæum.  The  retention  of  urine  and  other 
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fymptoms  foon  difappeared,  though  no  other  plaa 
but  that  of  regimen  was  obferved.  The  contufion 
terminated  by  fuppuration,  and  the  fymptoms,  which 
came  on  on  the  icth  day,  appeared  to  have  been 
caufed  by  the  abfcefs  more  than  by  intempe¬ 
rance. 

The  opening  of  the  abfcefs  gave  iffue  to  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  pus  ;  but  no  notice  is  taken  of 
any  effufion  or  infiltration  of  urine  ;  which  proves 
that  the  canal  was  not  open.  When  thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  confidered,  it  is  not  aftonifhing  that  a 
fmall  catheter  could  not  be  introduced  into  the 
bladder.  But  the  moft  difficult  circumflance  to 
believe,  is  the  pretended  impoffibility  of  paffing  the 
catheter  through  the  natural  opening  of  the  penis, 
efpecially  after  the  indurations  were  refolved  and  the 
abfcefs  opened,  which  ought  to  have  rendered  the 
canal  in  fome  degree  more  free.  Nor  can  we  con¬ 
ceive  the  motive  for  preferring  warm  baths,  pur¬ 
gative  clyfters,  and  medicines  of  every  fpecies,  &c„ 
The  bladder,  however,  was  enormoufiy  diftended, 
and  the  life  of  the  patient  in  imminent  danger,  which, 
without  doubt,  would  have  been  loft  if  the  urine 
had  not  been  evacuated. 

The  French  carter  did  not  experience  any  fimilar 
fymptoms.  At  the  inftant  of  his  admiffion  into  the 
Hôtel  Dieu  the  bladder  was  emptied  by  means  of 
a  catheter,  wffiich  was  eafily  paffied  ;  for,  at  this  early 
period  of  the  accident,  the  fwelling  of  the  parts  did 
not  oppofe  a  powerful  refinance.  The  incifion  af¬ 
terwards  made  in  the  perinæum  and  ferotum  facili¬ 
tated 
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tated  the  paftage  of  the  urine  from  the  crevice  in 
the  canal  ;  the  fymptoms  alfo  fubfided  a  few  .days 
after  the  treatment.  A  month  afterwards,  when  the 
canal  was  contraCled  in  confequence  of  cicatrization, 
a  catheter  was  palled  in  the  urethra,  and  the  wound 
healed  over  it. 

It  is  but  juft  to  acknowledge,  that  the  Englifh  pa¬ 
tient  was  faved  by  the  pun&ure.  But  this  opera¬ 
tion  only  averted  the  imminent  danger,  and  did  not 
re-eftablith  the  natural  courfe  of  the  urine.  It  was 
from  this  circumftance  Mr.  Lucas  was  induced  to 
attempt  the  introduction  of  a  catheter,  a  bougie, 
and  even  a  probe,  into  the  bladder,  by  the  wound 
in  the  perinæum,  as  well  as  by  the  natural  opening 
of  the  urethra. 

The  crevice  that  was  formed  in  the  canal,  and 
which  admitted  of  the  elcape  of  the  urine  drop  by 
drop  by  the  wound,  was  probably  occafioned  by  thefe 
attempts,  unlefs  it  was  produced  by  the  inconfiderable 
quantity  of  urine  collected  in  the  bladder,  or  rather 
by  the  erofion  of  the  canal,  near  which,  from  the 
fmallnefs  of  the  external  opening,  pus  might  be  de- 
pofited.  They  were  at  length  enabled  to  pafs  a 
linall  bougie  into  the  bladder  ;  which  circumftance 
proves,  that  a  fmall  catheter  might  have  been  intro¬ 
duced,  Vvich  equal,  and  perhaps  more,  eafe,  and  the 
patient,  at  the  fame  time,  not  inconvenienced  by  its 


prefence. 

Mr.  Maunoir  obferves,  that  he  fhall  make  no 
comment  on  the  idea  of  the  Englifh  furgeons,  who 
wifhed  to  folicit  the  contraClion  of  the  bladder,  by 

retaining 
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etaining  the  urine  in  its  cavity.  This  method  would 
iave  produced  an  effect ‘precifely  contrary  to  the  one 
hey  were  led  to  fuppofe,  if  the  catheter  that  was  in 
;he  wound  made  by  the  pundture,  and  the  crevice  in 
:he  canal,  had  not  admitted  of  the  confiant  efcape  of 
;he  urine. 

The  patient  was  difcharged  the  hofpital  at  the  end 
)f  three  months,  and,  doubtlefs,  with  a  confide rable- 
:ontradlion  of  the  canal,  though  this  circumftance  is 
lot  mentioned  ;  and  what  feems  to  confirm  the  truth 
if  this  remark,  is  the  fublequent  attack  of  an  uri- 
lary  fidula  in  perinæo  ;  for  the  cure  of  which  he  was 
admitted  into  the  hofpital  the  following  year. 

Mr.  Maunoir  exp  re  lies  his  aflonifhment,  that,  in  the 
y7ear  1775,  a  treatment  fo  extremely  defective  fhould 
be  employed  in  England.  In  fadt,  this  kind  of  treat¬ 
ment  was  generally  followed.  The  catheters  of  the 
elaflic  gum  were  not  ufed  at  that  period  ;  befides, 
the  majority  of  pradlidoners  did  not  comprehend  the 
advantages  that  might  be  derived  from  thefe  catheters 
in  particular,  or  even  from  catheterijm  in  general. 
Nor  did  they  properly  underdand  the  effedts  of 
compreffion  by  means  of  the  catheters  on  the  urethra 
itfelf. 

There  is  one  obvious  refledlion,  which  muff  fug¬ 
ged  itfelf  to  all  readers,  which  is,  that  the  art  of 
furgery,  in  the  date  of  its  fulled  perfedlion,  fifteen 
years  dnce,  after  three  months  treatment,  left  this 
cafe  to  terminate  in  an  urinary  fidula  ;  and  that  the 
fame  art,  employed  for  the  cure  of  a  fimilar  cafe 
fifteen  years  later,  prevented  the  fidula,  and  redored 

to 
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êo  fociety  a  healthy  individual,  in  the  full  and  perfect 


pofTeffton  of  all  his  functions. 


i 


Cafe  of  a  Wound  of  the  Head . 


[By  Mr.  Julian,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 


'RANCIS  Mion,  a  iôldier,  30  years  of  age,  and 


JL  of  a  ftrong  conflitution,  received,  on  the  14th 
of  December,  1790,  two  cuts  with  a  labre.  One 
üightîy  wounded  the  made  ter  mufcle  and  die  parotid 
gland,  on  die  left  fide  :  die  other  wound  was  recei¬ 
ved  on  the  middle  and  fuperior  part  of  the  os  fronds, 
and  divided  the  external  table  for  the  extent  of  two 
inches. 

As  he  experienced  no  pain,  he  at  firft  paid  no  at¬ 
tention  to  his  wounds,  and  he  fuffered  eight  days  to 
elapfe  before  he  applied  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  The 
wounds  at  this  time  were  dried  up,  and  their  edges 
fwelied,  red,  and  painful.  They  were  drefled  with 
pledgets  dipt  in  the  linimentum  arcæi,  and  covered 
with  an  emollient  cataplafm. 


On 
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On  the  3d  day,  fuppuration  was  well  eftablifhed, 
the  wounds  red,  and  without  pain  :  but,  on  the  5th 
night,  he  had  a  confiderable  accefs  of  fever,  in  con- 
fequence  of  drinking  too  much  wine.  The  tongue 
and  fkin  became  dry,  the  wound  pale,  and  the  dif- 
charge  fanious.  A  diluting  regimen  and  a  ftrict  diet 
were  direfted.  Two  days  afterwards  the  wounds  had 
a  more  healthy  appearance  ;  but  without  any  miti¬ 
gation  of  the  odier  fymptoms. 

On  the  8  th,  there  was  a  bilious  vomiting,  which 
appeared  to  afford  fome  relief.  On  the  10th,  the 
tongue  was  dry  and  yellow.  To  check  this  dif- 
pofition  3  k  of  cream  of  tartar  was  ordered  in  each 
pint  of  drink,  which  produced  no  effedt  whatever. 
On  the  nth,  the  fever  increafed,  and  its  force  was  not 
the  lead:  mitigated  by  the.  evacuation  of  bleeding. 
The  wound  in  the  cheek  was  nearly  cicatrized  ;  but 

y 

that  of  the  os  fronds  wras  extremely  unhealthy  in  its 
appearance. 

Towards  the  evening  the  fuppuration  was  fup- 
preffed  and  his  recolledlion  loft.  A  blifter  was  ap¬ 
plied  over  the  lcalp,  without  the  fymptoms  being 
diminifhed.  The  pulfe  became  fmall  and  concen¬ 
tered,  he  was  feized  with  cold  fweats,  and  died  on 
the  t  2th  day  after  he  was  attacked  with  the  above- 
mentioned  fymptoms;  17  days  after  his  admiffion  into 
the  hofpital,  and  the  25th  after  the  accident. 

On  diftedtion,  the  os  fronds  was  found  denuded 
for  one-third  of  an  inch  from  each  fide  of  the  wound. 
The  ftroke  of  the  fabre  had  only  divided  the  external 
;able  of  the  bone.  In  the  correfpondent  part  of  the 

internal 
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internal  table,  there  was  only  a  fmall  fiffure,  fcarcely 

perceptible.  There  was  no  effufion  under  the  cra¬ 

nium  ;  but  the  whole  furface  of  the  brain  was  cover¬ 
ed  with  a  greenifh  mucus.  The  fmall  ulcerations 

were  diffemintated  on  the  liver,  the  furface  of  which, 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  was  covered  with  a  ftra- 
tum  of  yellow  purulent  matter. 


Cafe  of  a  bilious  Eryfipelas ,  from  an  internal  Cauje. 


CASE  I. 


[By  Mr.  Dehanne,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 


\  DELAIDE  Goyde,  27  years  of  age,  of  a  bilious 
temperament,  for  fome  days  was  affedted  with 
a  violent  pain  in  her  head,  ardent  thirft,  and  diffi¬ 
cult  refpiration.  Thefe  fymptoms  were  foon  follow¬ 
ed  with  an  eryfipelatous  affedtion  of  the  fuperior  part 
of  the  face,  particularly  of  the  eye -lids,  wffiich  could 
not  be  feparated. 

On 
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On  her  admilîion  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  the  tongue 
was  furred,  the  mouth  bitter,  accompanied  with  a 
diflike  to  every  fpecies  of  food.  To  thefe  fymp- 
toms  there  was  a  difpofition  to  vomit,  accompanied 
with  confiderable  heat,  with  a  pulfe  hard,  frequent, 
and  full. 

The  menfes  coming  on  at  this  period  prevented 
the  exhibition  of  farther  medicines.  Three  days  af¬ 
terwards  the  patient  was  relieved  by  fome  bilious 
ilools,  procured  by  the  exhibition  of  one  grain  of 
tart,  emetic,  in  a  pint  of  drink.  The  fame  remedy 
was  repeated  on  the  5th  day,  wrhen  the  fwelling  and 
rednefs  had  nearly  fubfided.  Three  laxative  medi¬ 
cines  finifhed  the  cure,  compofed  of  the  pulp  of 
cafiia  3  i*  nianna  ^  ij.  tart.  emet.  g.  i. 


CASE  II, 

[By  Mr,  Si  mon  ne  au.  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,] 

FRANCIS  Coillet,  23  years  of  age,  after  expo- 
fure  to  cold  whilit  in  a  profufe  perfpiration, 
tvas  attacked  on  the  fame  day  with  an  eryfipelatous 
ifîeélion  of  the  right  fide  of  the  face.  The  violent 
Vol.  II.  B  heat 


(  i6  ) 

heat  and  pricking  of  the  part  induced  him  to  apply 
for  admiffion  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the  8  th  of 
January,  1790. 

Whey  was  prefcribed  as  a  drink,  ta  which  was 
added  one  grain  of  the  emetic  tartar.  The  fame 
medicine,  repeated  the  next  day,  difperfed  the  ery- 
fipclas,  and  by  the  5th  he  was  completely  cured. 


CASE  III, 


[By  Mr.  Chorin.} 

THERESA  Marica,  48  years  of  age,  was  afîeét— t 
ed  for  fome  days  with  an  eryfipelatous  affec¬ 
tion  of  her  left  leg,  accompanied  with  every  fymp- 
tom  that  indicated  a  derangement  of  the  primæ  viæ. 
An  emetic  was  prefcribed,  which  produced  abundant 
evacuations.  The  eryfipelas  difappeared,  and  the  pa^ 
tient  was  cured  in  24  hours. 


CASE, 
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CASÉ  IV. 


treated  at  firfl  by  topical  Emollients . 


[By  Mr.  Gicnoux,  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Hotel 

Dieu.] 


FRANCIS  Liedard,  35  years  of  age,  was  affe&ed' 
with  an  eryfipelas  over  the  whole  face,  which 
he  fomented  for  fome  days  with  emollient  fomenta¬ 
tions.  The  pain  and  turgefcence  increafed,  and  the 
fkin  was  covered  with  fmall  veficles. 

When  the  patient  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel 
Dieu,  the  tongue  was  yellow,  accompanied  with  fre¬ 
quent  difpofitions  to  vomit.  A  grain  of  tartar  eme¬ 
tic  was  given  in  a  pint  of  whey,  which  produced  co¬ 
pious  evacuations,  and,  by  the  2d  day,  a  fenfible  di¬ 
minution  of  the  fymptoms.  A  purge  was  given, 
and  the  patient  difeharged  cured  by  the  fixth 
day. 
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CASE  V. 


Of  an  ulcerated  lihous  Eryfplas . 


[By  Mr.  Chorin.] 

JANE  Lecat,  5 1  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into 
the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  21ft  of  November,  1789, 
for  an  eryfipelatous  affection  of  her  face,  which  had 
been  in  a  ftate  of  fuppuration  for  1 5  days.  The  parts 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  ulcerations  were  red  and  difle- 
minated  with  fmall  veficles. 

The  patient  had  no  appetite,  the  tongue  was  fur¬ 
red,  accompanied  with  a  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth. 
A  diluting  drink  was  ordered,  acidulated  with  oxi- 
mcl,  to  which  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic  was  added. 
This  woman  was  confiderably  better  the  next  day. 
The  emetic  drink  was  repeated  twice,  and,  by  the 
8  th  day,  the  ulceration  and  other  fymptoms  had  dif- 
appeared,  without  any  topical  application  being  em¬ 
ployed. 


CASE 
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CASE  VI. 


Of  an  Eryftpelas  consequent  to  l Founds . 

\ 


[By  Mr.  Vercez,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

MARY-  Framay,  6 o  years  of  age,  was  admitted 

into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  7th  of  Septem- 

» 

ber,  1789,  for  an  eryfipelatous  affection  of  the  left 
leg.  No  topical  application  was  applied.  A  grain 
of  emetic  tartar  was  exhibited,  as  the  pulfe  was  fe- 
verifh,  the  tongue  furred,  and  the  mouth  bitter. 
This  medicine  produced  an  abundant  evacuation  of 
bilious  matter.  This  plan,  continued  for  the  firft 
three  days,  did  not  flop  the  progrefs  of  <  the  eryfU 
pelas,  which  now  extended  over  the  whole  pofterior 
furface  of  the  leg. 

The  cicatrix  of  an  old  fore  was  at  this  time  re¬ 
marked  near  the  malleolus  internus,  and  feemed  dif- 
pofed  to  ulcerate.  This  circumflance  induced  a  change 
in  the  treatment.  The  whole  leg  was  covered  with 
an  emollient  poultice,  and  the  ufe  of  the  emetic  flill 
perfifted  in.  A  flight  fuppuration  took  place  in  the 
fore,  which  ceafed  on  the  1 2th  day,  and  was  finally 
cicatrized  fome  days  afterwards, 
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CASE  VIL 


[By  Mr.  Bouillaud,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

MARY  Jofepha  Nengis,  44  years  of  age,  was 
admitted,  on  the  9th  of  April.  1790,  for  a 
contufed  wound  on  the  fuperior  part  of  the  right 
parietal  bone.  She  left  the  hofpital  before  her  cure 
was  completed,  and  was  no  fooner  expofed  to  the 
imprefhon  of  the  air,  than  the  lfnall  degree  of  fup- 
puration  furnifhed  by  the  wound  was  fuppreffed. 
Fever  and  violent  pain  in  the  head  fupervened, 
which  obliged  her  to  return  to  the  hofpital. 

A  poultice  was  applied  to  the  head,  witl)  a  view 
of  exciting  a  fuppuration,  and  the  parts  affedted  with 
eryfipelas  were  covered  with  comprefies  dipt  in  aq. 
veg.  and  a  relaxing  emetic  drink  preferibed. 

A  part  of  theft  fymptoms  fubfided  on  the  2d  day, 
and  the  patient  was  difmiffed  perfectly  cured  five  days 
after  the  treatment. 


CASE 


CASE 


. 


VIII, 


Jltyjipelas  conjequent  to  a  Contufion ,  treated  at  firjl  by 

Emollients . 


[By  Mr.  Boulet^  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

DENIS  Julia  Moreau,  30  years  of  age,  of  a  bi¬ 
lious  temperament,  excoriated  her  left  elbow 
by  a  fall.  The  pain  lafted  only  for  a  moment,  and, 
for  the  fpace  of  fix  days,  no  alteration  took  place. 
At  this  period  the  inferior  part  of  the  fore-arm,  and 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm,  was  affedted  with  ery- 
fipelas. 

The  patient  applied  poultices  to  the  part,  then 
emollient  fomentations.  The  pain  and  fwelling  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  whole  fore-arm, 
and  one-third  of  the  arm,  in  a  few  days,  was  fwelled 
to  a  prodigious  fize.  Thefe  fymptoms,  joined  with 
a  confiderable  degree  of  fever,  determined  her  to 
apply  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the  20th  of  February, 
1789. 

On  her  admiflion,  the  fldn  was  tenfe,  red,  and 
glofiy,  and  the  cellular  fubftance  retained  the  im- 
preflion  of  the  finger.  Independent  of  thefe  fymp- 
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toms,  there  was  an  evident  fluctuation  in  different 
parts  of  the  fuperior  part  of  the  fore-arm.  A  grain 
of  emetic  tartar  was  exhibited  the  next  day,  which 
cleared  the  primæ  viæ.  The  abfceffes  were  opened 
the  fame  day,  and  the  tumour  dreffed  with  a  poul¬ 
tice  moiftened  with  aq.  vegito.  The  eryfipeias  foon 
fubfided  i  but  the  wounds  from  the  abfceffes,  that 

had  been  opened,  did  not  heal  for  the  fpace  of  20 

« 

days. 


CASE  IX. 

«  / 

Of  an  Eryfipeias  cccafioned  ly  the  Application  of  fatty 
Suhftames  to  a  contufed  JEowid. 


[By  Mr.  Devers,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

ROSE  H.  Bourbon,  30  years  of  age,  had  a  flight 
.  contufion  of  the  left  arm,  to  which  fhe  ap¬ 
plied  fatty  applications.  Swelling  of  the  parts  took 
place,  the  integuments  became  tenfe,  red,  and  fhi- 
ning.  She  was  attacked  with  fhiverings,  and  at  in¬ 
tervals 
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ter  vais  with  (hooting  pains.  The  face  became  in- 

/ 

flamed,  the  tongue  dry,  the  pulfe  frequent,  hard,  and 

raifed.  z 

Bleeding  was  ordered,  and  a  poultice,  moiftened 
with  aq.  veg.  applied  to  the  part  affe&ed  with  ery- 
fipelas.  A  diluting  drink,  and  a  proper  diet,  was 
ordered  to  be  obferved.  In  the  courfe  of  the  night 
the  patient  experienced  a  fenfe  of  naufea,  the 
tongue  became  furred,  with  a  bitter  tafte  in  the 
mouth, 

A  grain  of  emetic  tartar,  diflolved  in  a  confi¬ 
de  rable  quantity  of  drink,  was  ordered  to  be  taken, 
which  produced  a  confiderable  evacuation.  This 
emetic-drink  was  repeated  on  the  3d  day,  and  on 
the  4th  the  eryfipelas  fubfided3  and  the  patient  was 
cured. 


An  Account  of  three  more  Cafes  of  Eryfipelas ,  re¬ 
lated  in  the  Journal  de  Chirurgie ,  are  omitted  hy  the 
‘ Eranflator ,  as  the  circumftances  and  mode  of  cure  are 
nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  cafes  above  related , 


Obser- 


{  24  ) 


4 


Observations  on  Erysipelas. 


The  hiftory  of  Eryfipelas  becomes  an  important 
confederation,  when  we  reflect  that  die  difcafe  is  ex¬ 
tremely  common,  and  that  its  treatment  by  many 
practitioners  is  purely  prejudiced  and  empirical. 

The  Greeks  admitting  in  their  theories  of  medi¬ 
cines  the  metaphyfical  principles  of  philofophy,  and 
the  fuperftitious  ideas  of  the  Pythagoreans,  refpe&ing 
numbers,  agreed  in  the  exiftence  of  four  elements, 
four  radical  qualities,  four  temperaments,  and  conle- 
quently  four  humours  and  four  fpecies  of  tumours, 
produced  by  flagnation,  or  a  difeafed  alteration  of  the 
humours  above-menf.ioned. 

Phlegmon,  according  tQ  their  theory,  was  formed 
by  the  blood,  eryfipelas  by  the  bilious,  oedema  by 
the  pituitoqs,  and  fchirrus  by  the  melancholic  or  atra¬ 
bilious  temperament.  But  as  this  theory  was  often 
contradicted  by  obfervation,  they  were  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  fuppofition  of  a  mixture  of  the 
humours,  by  means  of  which  tumours  of  a  mixt  de- 
fcription  were  formed  ;  whence,  no  doubt,  we  derive 
the  diftinCtion  of  fimple  or  true  eryfipelas,  (produ¬ 
ced  merely  by  extravafation  and  depofit  of  the  bilious 
humour  under  the  fkin  :  )  from  the  compound  or 
ipurious,  which  took  its  name  from  the  humour  at 

the 
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the  time  mod  prevalent  ;  hence  the  names  of  phleg¬ 
monous,  œdematous,  fchirrus,  eryflpelas,  &c. 

Such  is  Galen’s  idea  of  this  difeafe,  and  which 
has  been  repeated  by  aim  oft  all  fubfequent  authors 
who  have  written  on  the  fubjedt  of  tumours.  The 
celebrated  La  Motte,  who  criticifed  this  theory  in 
different  parts  of  his  work,  did  not  dare  to  ridicule 
it  openly. 

Eryflpelas,  in  general,  is  an  inflammatory  fuperfl- 
cial  fwelling,  not  circumlcribed,  accompanied  with 
lively  heat  and  pungent  pain.  The  whole  extent  of 
plie  part  affedted  is  of  a  bright  red  colour,  clear  and 
Aiming.  This  appearance  fubfides  on  prefling  the 
part  with  the  finger,  and  returns  when  the  preflure 
is  taken  of.  Thefe  charadleriftic  marks  agree  with 
all  the  different  forts  of  eryflpelas,  but  are  varioufly 
marked,  according  to  the  different  fpecies. 

The  firft,  and  moft  Ample,  is  that  mentioned  by 
ffauvages  in  his  Nofology,  and  Cullen  in  his  Firft 
Lines,  under  the  term  of  Erythema,  from  a  word 
employed  by  Hippocrates  in  his  Aphorifms,  and  in 
his  Coacæ  Prænotiones  et  Epidemicæ,  to  Agnify  all 
the  different  fpecies  of  eryfipelatous  affedtions. 

But  this  word  is  not  in  general  ufe,  nor  has  it  by 
any  means  a  determinate  flgnification  :  it  appears  to 
us,  that  the  general  name  of  Bilious  Eryflpelas,  em¬ 
ployed  by  many  authors,  would  be  more  eligible. 

In  this  kind  of  eryflpelas  the  fwelling  is  trifling, 
and  often  infenflble,  the  fkin  of  a  rofe-colour,  gene¬ 
rally  a  little  verging  towards  yellow.  The  fenfation 
that  the  patient  experiences  is  neither  tenflon  nor  pul- 
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dation,  but  a  painful  fmarting,  fimilar  to  what  refults 
from  the  application  of  hot  water,  or  from  expo- 
lure  to  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

Towards  the  period  of  the  invafion  of  this  dif- 
cale,  and  often  many  days  before,  the  appetite 
is  loft,  the  mouth  bitter,  the  tongue  moift,  and 
covered  with  a  yellow  mucus.  Naufea  and  fome- 
times  bilious  vomitings  come  on.  The  patient  be¬ 
comes  weak  and  dejebtëd,  and  is  affebted  with  wan¬ 
dering  pains  and  ccnfiderablc  heat,  without  any  parti¬ 
cular  drynefs  of  the  fkin  or  violent  lènfe  of  thirft. 
Sometimes  the  difeafe  begins  with  fever,  more  or 
lefs  violent,  preceded  by  fhivering  and  violent  pain 
in  the  head. 

This  fpecies  of  eryfipelas  is  that  which  the  ancients 
termed  true,  or  bilious,  eryfipelas,  or  rather,  properly 
fpeaking,  eryfipelas  ;  and  is  that  difeafe  which,  by 
fome  moderns,  is  called  Simple  Eryfipelas. 

This  fpecies,  which  we  name  Phlegmonous,  cor- 
refponds  to  the  phlegmonous  eryfipelas  of  the 
ancients,  and  is  the  fame  mentioned  by  Hevin  in 
his  Pathology,  and  by  other  modern  elementary 
authors. 

In  this  affeblion  the  fkin  is  more  raifed  than  in  the 
preceding  fpecies,  the  fwelling  harder  and  deeper, 
and  of  a  deeper  colour.  There  is  generally  a  flight 
degree  of  tenfion  of  the  integuments,  with  pungent 
pain,  and  at  intervals  pulfatory.  On  the  ftrft  days 
of  the  attack  of  this  difeafe,  there  is  neither  bitter- 
nefs  in  the  mouth  nor  naufea,  the  fkin  and  tongue 
become  dry,  and  are  accompanied  with  a  violent 
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fenfe  of  thirft  j  the  pulfe  is  full  and  hard,  indicating 
plethora. 

At  the  expiration  of  a  few  days,  particularly  when 
the  difeafe  has  been  treated  by  bleeding  and  an  anti- 
phlogiftic  regimen,  the  tongue  becomes  foul  and 
moilt  at  its  edges,  bitternefs  of  the  mouth  and  nau- 
lea  fupervene,  and  the  difeafe,  in  its  progrefs,  offers 
nothing  to  diflinguifh  it  from  bilious  eryfipelas. 

All  the  different  kinds  of  eryfipelas  may  be  claif» 
ed  under  thefe  two  heads,  and  we  may  judge  from 
the  (late  of  the  primæ  viæ  under  what  clafs  they 
fhould  be  arranged.  There  is,  however,  a  fpecies 
of  eryfipelas  different  from  the  reft,  that  requires 
local  treatment,  though  the  fymptoms  are  by  no 
means  extraordinary.  The  fpecies  we  allude  to  is 
confequent  to  wounds,  contufions,  &c. 

The  danger  of  every  fpecies  of  eryfipelas  is  pro¬ 
portioned  to  its  extent,  to  its  intenfity,  and  to  the 
part  affedted  ;  but  the  moif  dangerous  of  all  is 
that  which  affedts  the  head  and  the  adjacent  parts. 
This  remark  has  been  repeated,  after  Galen,  by 
Ætius,  Paulus  Eginetus,  Oribafius,  &c.  Thefe  au¬ 
thors  are  even  apprehenfive,  that,  in  fuch  cafes, 
fuffocation  may  take  place,  from  an  obflruction  in 
the  refpiratory  paffages. 

An  eryfipelas  of  the  uterus  is  deemed,  by  Paré, 
a  mortal  difeafe  ;  and  Plippoc rates  has  formed  a 
prognoftic  equally  unfavourable  of  the  eryfipelas 
which  difappears  fuddenly  from  the  furface  of  die 
body,  to  affedt  the  internal  parts. 
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Obftinate  ulcers,  and  even  gangrene  itfelf,  have? 
been  mentioned  by  the  ancients  as  the  frequent  re¬ 
fait  of  eryfipelas  :  though,  it  is  probable,  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  may  be  attributed  with  more  propriety  to 
negligence  and  unfkilful  treatment  than  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  dileafe.  This  remark  is  equally  appli¬ 
cable  to  thofe  eryfipelatous  affections  attendant  ort 
wounds,  ulcers,  fraCtures,  and  luxations,  whofe  con- 
fequences  have  been  defcribed  by  authors  as  ex¬ 
tremely  formidable. 

The  treatment  of  eryfipelas  has  varied  materially 
at  the  different  periods  of  the  medical  art.  Celfus 
recommended  bleeding  indilcriminately  in  every  fpe- 
cies,  when  the  ftrength  would  permit.  Ætius,  who 
founded  his  opinion  on  the  authority  of  Galen,  never 
employed  the  lancet  but  in  cafes  of  manifeft  ple¬ 
thora  :  the  bilious  eryfipelas  he  treated  by  purga¬ 
tives.  Paulus  Eginetus,  on  the  contrary,  never  ex¬ 
hibited  them,  but  when,  from  fame  obftacle,  he  was 
prevented  from  ordering  bleeding  ;  a  practice  which, 
like  Galen,  he  recommended  as  a  general  precept. 
Oribafius  recommends  medicines  proper  for  the  eva¬ 
cuation  of  the  bile  :  Avicenna,  in  adopting  this  laff 
method,  obferves,  that  bleeding  is  rarely  ufeful, 
fometimes  hurtful;  and  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  ad¬ 
mits  that  there  are  calés  where  it  is  indifpenfable. 

ACtuarius  has  made  nearly  the  fame  remarks  as 
Avicenna,  and,  befides,  extends  the  ufe  of  purgatives 
to  every  fpecies  of  inflammation.  Gui  de  Chauliac, 
Thévenin,  Munnick,  Sydenham,  &c.  prelcribe  bleed¬ 
ing  in  all  fpecies  of  eryfipelas,  unleis  the  affe&ion 
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is  extremely  flight.  In  this  opinion  they  are  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  crowd  of  moderns,  fome  of  whom,  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  infpe&ion  of  the  blood  when  it 
prefents  what  they  term  a  plethoric  or  inflammatory 
cruft,  order  the  bleeding  to  be  repeated  three  or 
four  times. 

Thévenin  fometimes  preferibed  a  gentle  emetic* 
but  not  till  after  other  means  had  been  unfucceff- 
fully  tried. 

Paré  has  remarked,  that  the  difeafe  generally  ter¬ 
minates  by  vomitings  and  bilious  dejeélions  ;  but  at 
that  time  the  ftibiated  tartar  was  not  in  ufe  ;  a  me¬ 
dicine  admirably  calculated  to  accelerate  this  termi¬ 
nation  :  and  now,  though  the  effeCis  of  this  remedy 
are  known,  yet  many  practitioners  are  afraid  to  em¬ 
ploy  it.  Stoll  himfelf  never  preferibed  it,  without 
the  patient  being  previoufly  prepared. 

Richter,  the  celebrated  profeflor  of  Gottingen, 
and  one  of  the  molt  judicious  German  authors,  re¬ 
commends  the  exhibition  of  an  emetic  on  the 
firft  attack  of  a  bilious  eryfipelas.  He  admits  that 
there  are  cafes,  though  extremely  rare,  which  re¬ 
quire  bleeding  in  the  firft  inftance. 

Cullen  propofes  cooling  purgatives  in  addition  to 
thefe  means,  and  coincides  with  the  method  employ¬ 
ed  by  Sellé,  who,  viewing  eryfipelas  as  a  fpecies  of 
putrid  fever,  joins  to  évacuants  the  ufe  of  bark, 
wine,  and  other  antifeptics. 

Bell  treats  this  mode  of  praClice,  and  the  opinion 
on  which  it  is  founded,  as  purely  hypothetical.  He 
prefers  the  anti-phlogillic  regimen  and  bleeding,  but 
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by  no  means  local,  as  it  is  generally  productive  of 
ulcers  difficult  to  cure.  The  ancients  appeared  to 
attribute  much  efficacy  to  bleeding  and  the  ufe  of 
purgadves,  and  even  {till  more  to  topical  applica¬ 
tions.  Some  recommend  the  ufe  of  diaphoretics 
and  fudorifics  ;  whilft  others,  and  indeed  the  greatcft 
number,  prefcribe  relaxing,  refreffiing,  and  diuretic, 
drinks. 

Alexander  of  Tralles,  after  the  doctrine  of  Galen, 
preferibed  only  cold  water  to  his  patients.  He  re¬ 
commended  them  to  breathe  freffi  air,  and  to  be 
flightly  clothed  ;  and  obferves,  with  great  judgement, 
that  this  is  the  plan  that  nature  feems  to  point  out, 
and  fupports  the  propriety  of  this  method  by  cafes 
peculiar  to  himfelf. 

Paré  alfo  attributed  fome  advantage  to  freffi  air, 
to  which  he  joined  the  ufe  of  cooling  medicines. 
See.  Sydenham,  with  the  fame  views,  preferibes  the 
ufe  of  fmall  beer.  Others  recommend  weak  red  wine 
and  water.  Thévenin  treats  obftinate  eryfipelatous 
affeétions  by  means  of  baths,  whey,  veal- broth,  and 
cold  mineral  waters. 

Topical  applications  have  been  for  a  long  time  in 
general  ufe  for  the  cure  of  eryfipelas  ;  neverthelefr, 
Hippocrates,  who  fpeaks  frequently  of  this  difeafe, 
and  who  relates  many  cafes  of  this  defeription  in  his 
epidemics,  fays  nothing  to  induce  a  fulpicion  that 
he  ever  had  recourfe  to  local  applications.  The 
practice  of  modern  phyficians  has  differed  materially} 
they  have  been  diffufe  in  the  ufcAf  liniments,  fo¬ 
mentations,  poultices,  and  even  ‘Ointments  of  every 
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efcription.  It  was  foon  remarked,  that  oils,  oint- 
nents,  platters,  and  all  fatty  fubttances,  were  per- 
icious  in  the  treatment  of  eryfipelas.  Galen  made 
bis  remark  ;  which,  however,  did  not  prevent  the 
ife  of  the  emp.  diapalma  diflolved  in  oil  of  rofes. 
•abricius  Hildanus  has  feen  the  ufe  of  the  oil  of 
ofes,  continued  for  fome  days,  produce  gangrene, 
n  a  cafe  of  phlegmonous  eryfipelas.  Munnick  quotes 
bis  cafe,  and  Manget  reports  it  at  length.  The  me- 
icaments  of  a  benumbing  and  narcotic  quality,  re- 
ommended  by  Galen,  Paulus  Eginetus,  and  many 
rhers,  1  ave  alfo  tended  to  produce  mortification. 

Refolvents  and  repellents  have  been  generally  re- 
ommended.  All  audnors,  however,  agree,  that  their 
pplication  is  not  unattended  with  danger  :  for,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  fatal  confequences  fometimes  pro¬ 
duced  by  metaftafis,  induration  or  gangrene  of  the 
►art  afFedted  are  often  occafioned  by  their  indiferi- 
linate  ufe.  A  convidtion  of  the  truth  of  this  re¬ 
nark  induced  Paulus  Eginetus  to  reject  aftringent 
nd  fpirituous  applications,  and  Avicenna  to  prefer  the 
■ffufion  of  cold  water  on  the  part  to  more  adtive  ap- 
•lications.  For  the  fame  reafons  oxycrate,  a  boafted 
emedy  among  the  Greeks,  was  preferred  to  weak  fo¬ 
ndons  of  lead,  as  recommended  by  Thé  venin,  and. 
he  different  infufions  of  elder-flowers,  melilot,  and 
ther  fimilar  plants,  were  even  in  more  general  ufe. 

De  Elaen  employed  a  decodtion  of  eider-flowers  in 
-hey  :  fometimes  emollients,  as  warm  water,  marfh- 
aallow-watcr,  water  of  frogs  fpawn,  &c. 
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Hartman  attributes  the  moft  ferious  fymptomsy 
and  even  mortification  of  the  part  itfelf,  to  this  lad 
application.  Celfus  ufed  cataplafms  covered  witlx 
comprefifes,  moiltened  with  cold  water.  Galen  ren¬ 
dered  them  refolutive  by  the  addition  of  oxycrate. 
Paulus  Eginetus  recommended  a  poultice  of  barley- 
meal;  Thévenin  one  made  of  rye  boiled  in  lime- 
water  ;  and  Diembroek  one  compofed  of  bean-meal 
and  oak- leaves  reduced  to  a  powder.  But  it  is  fu- 
perfluous  to  dwell  longer  on  methods  that  have 
proved  inefficacious,  and  which  have  been  long 
fince  abandoned. 

Cullen,  concurring  in  opinion  with  all  accurate 
obfervers  on  the  inutility  and  danger  of  every  to¬ 
pical  application,  abfolutely  rejeCts  them.  He  al¬ 
lows,  however,  the  part  affeCted  to  be  fprinkled  with 
powdered  ftarch,  (a  practice  lately  adopted  in  Eng¬ 
land,)  to  abforb,  according  to  Mr.  Bell,  the  acrid  hu¬ 
mour  which  is  furnifhed,  and  which  tends  to  pro  ¬ 
duce  ulceration. 

Without  doubt  chalk  has  been  employed  by  fome 
practitioners  to  anfwer  the  fame  indications.* 

Bell,  who  perfectly  accords  with  Cullen  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  injurious  effeCts  of  local  applications, 
yet  permits  a  thin  layer  of  the  extra£t  of  Saturn  to 
be  applied  to  the  part  by  means  of  a  feather,  when 
the  pain  is  very  acute. 

Richter,  fo  far  from  approving  this  practice,  view's 
the  exuaCt  of  Saturn  in  the  fame  light  as  other  a- 
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ftringents,  which,  he  obferves,  often  produce  fatal 
confequences.  This  learned  profeffor,  like  Sellé, 
Stoll,  and  other  fkilful  practitioners,  makes  ufe  of  no 
application  whatever  to  the  part.  ACtuarius  obferves, 
alfo,  that  local  applications  are  ufelefs  in  eryfipelas, 
and  that  the  inflammation  will  fubflde  by  the  ufe  of 
cathartics  alone. 

Independent  of  the  means  we  have  pointed  out, 
there  was  one  mentioned  by  Thévenin,  which,  du¬ 
ring  his  time,  was  in  very  general  ufe  :  this  was 
the  application  of  bliflers.  He  propofed  them  with 
the  view  of  evacuating,  or  at  lead  diverting,  the 
eryfipelatous  humour,  when  they  were  applied  at  a 
conflderable  diftance  from  the  part  affected. 

This  recalls  to  our  recollection  a  cafe  mentioned 
by  Alix,  in  his  Obfervata  Chirurgica,  fafe.  iii.  where 
blifters  were  applied  to  the  legs  of  a  peafant,  for  a 
wandering  and  obftinate  eryfipelas,  which  had  fuc~ 
ceflively  occupied  the  back,  the  thorax,  and  the 
face.  The  eryfipelas  attacked  the  feet,  and  was  im¬ 
mediately  followed  with  gangrene. 

Such  is  the  abridged  hiftory  of  what  has  been 
written  on  the  fubjeCt  of  eryfipelas.  The  means 
related  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe  may  perhaps  ap¬ 
pear  in  fome  degree  tedious  ;  but  they  are  more 
important  to  recolleCt  than  theoretical  diflinClions  of  v 
the  various  fpecies  of  eryfipelas.  * 

With  refpeCt  to  the  particular  method  employed 
in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  although  fufficiently  explained  in 
the  cafes  preceding  thefè  obfervatfons,  we  lhall  re¬ 
capitulate  die  plan,  to  enable  the  reader  to  com- 
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pare  our  mode  with  the  methods  employed  by 
others. 

In  the  bilious  eryfipelas,  whatever  degree  of  hear 
or  fever  may  exift,  we  give,  in  the  firil  inflance, 
a  grain  of  emetic  tartar  diffolved  in  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  fluid  ;  the  fymptoms  generally  diminifh  as 
icon  as  the  effedls  of  the  medicine  have  ceafed:  we 
have  feen  them  entirely  fubfide,  although  the  medi¬ 
cine  produced  no  other  lenfible  alteration,  in  the  ani¬ 
mal  economy,  than  an  increafe  in  the  fecretions  of  the 
infenfible  perfpiration  and  urine  :  fometimes  the  fymp¬ 
toms  refill  thefe  evacuations,  and  wre  are  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  once  or  twice,  or  even  more  frequently, 
to  the  ufe  of  the  emetic-drink.  When  the  eryfipelas 
is  cured,  and  the  bitternels  in  the  mo”th  and  fever  has 
fubfided,  two  or  three  purges  of  cafTia  and  manna,  with 
a  grain  of  emetic- tartar,  are  exhibited  :  during  the 
procefs  of  the  cure  the  patient  is  ordered  to  drink 
freely  of  a  diluting  ptifan,  acidulated  with  oxymel  :  as 
foon  as  the  fymptoms  are  mitigated  the  diet  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  enlarged;  for,  when  it  is  too  rigidly  obferved, 
the  acrimony  of  the  humours  are  apt  to  be  increafed, 
and  the  bilious  eryfipelas  to  be  reproduced,  particu¬ 
larly  in  hofpitals,  where  the  air,  generally  fpeaking,  is 
unhealthy. 

The  bilious  eryfipelas,  however  confiderable  its  ex¬ 
tent,  and  whatever  pare  it  may  occupy,  yields,  in  a 
few  days,  to  the  plan  wc  have  laid  down  ;  and,  in  the 
end,  we  have  always  fucceeded  in  the  cure  ;  nor  do 
we  recollect  an  inflance  of  its  return.  We  have  in¬ 
variably  ubicrVed  .that  the  cafes  of  the  patients,  who 
i  -  had 
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had  been  bled  previous  to  their  admiffio  into  the 
hofpital,  were  more  ferious  and  obftinate,  particularly 
when  it  had  been  frequently  repeated. 

The  fame  practice  is  not  applicable,  to  the  phleg¬ 
monous  fpecies  of  eryfipelas:  in  this  kind;  emetics  and 
other  évacuants  augment  the  irritation  and  tendon, 
already  confiderable,  nor  fhould  they  be  had  recourfe 
to  till  the  plethora  and  irritation  of  the  patient  is  di¬ 
mini  fhed  by  one  or  more  bleedings,  according  to  the 
urgency  of  the  fymptoms  and  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient.  The  bilious  eryfipelas,  that  then  appears, 
points  out  the  neceffity  of  evacuation  and  the  proper 
time  for  their  exhibition.  During  the  whole  treatment 
the  patient  takes  nothing  but  a  diluting  drink,  fuch  as 
whey,  or  a  Ample  decoction  cf  dog’s  tooth  with 
oxymel. 

When  eryfipelas  arifes  from  an  internal  caufe,  we  do 
not  employ  any  topical  application  whatever  in  either 
fpecies,  but  leave  it,  as  much  as  poffible,  expofed  to 
the  air. 

But  when  either  bilious  or  phlegmonous  eryfipelas 
is  confequent  to  a  contufion-wound  or  an  ulcer,  regi¬ 
men  and  internal  medicines  are  inefficient,  un  Ids 
topical  applications  are  employed  to  abate  the  local 
irritation,  and  to  excite  fuppuration  :  with  this  view 
cataplafms  have  been  employed,  and  their  good  effects 
have  been  remarked  in  a  great  variety  of  cafes  :  but 
we  deem  this  a  caution  eilentially  neceffary  to  obferve, 
that  the  application  of  the  poultice  fhould  not  extend 
much  below  the  contufed  furface  or  the  edges  of  the 
wound.  If  any  application  is  permitted  to  lay  on  the 
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reft  of  the  eryfipelatous  furface,  it  fhould  be  aqueous 
and  weak,  fuch  as  the  aq.  veg.  min.  in  common  ufe, 
made  in  the  proportion  of  3  j.  of  the  extract  of  Saturn 
to  a  pint  of  watçr. 


Cafe  of  a  fpurious  Aneurifm  of  the  Brachial  Artery . 


[By  Mr.  Cagnion,] 


A  Child,  fix  years  old,  had  the  brachial  artery 
opened,  in  bleeding  from  the  bafilic  vein.  The 
hemorrhage  was  confiderable  ;  and  the  furgeon  expe¬ 
rienced  great  difficulty  in  flopping  it  by  means  of  com- 
preffion.  The  blood,  however,  was  retained  j  but  a 
tumour  formed  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter  at  the 
part  where  the  patient  was  bled  ;  it  was  treated  as  a 
common  abfeefs,  and  maturating  applications  em¬ 
ployed  :  an  opening  was  propofed  to  be  made,  when 
Mr.  Cagnion  was  confulted  for  the  firft  time  ;  who, 
from  the  chara&eriftic  fymptoms,  was  fatisfied  it  was 
a  cafe  of  fpurious  aneurifm.  The  parents  were 
frightened,  and  confulted  many  other  profeftional  mer*, 
who  concurred  in  the  fame  opinion,  and  who  all  agreed 
that  the  operation  was  necefiary. 
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Mr.  Cagnion  was  defired  to  perform  it;  but,  con¬ 
ceiving  that  the  operation  might  be  had  recourfe  to  as 
a  laft  refource,  advifed  that  the  effect  of  compreffion 
fhould  be  previouny  tried,  as  no  danger  could  arife 
from  the  attempt. 

The  parents,  uneafy  from  this  difference  of  opinion, 
took  the  child  to  Paris,  where  they  confulted  Mr. 
Ferrand,  who  was  decidedly  of  opinion  for  the  ope¬ 
ration  to  be  performed.  Mr.  Louis  was  confulted, 
who  agreed  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Cagnion,  to  whofe 
care  the  patient  was  again  configned. 

Mr.  Cagnion  placed  a  pad,  moderately  firm,  as  a 
point  of  fupport,  at  the  pofterior  part  of  the  arm  and 
fore-arm,  then  applied  graduated  compreffes  on  the 
tumour,  and  a  bandage  fimilar  to  what  is  ufed  in  bleed¬ 
ing,  excepting  that  the  turns  were  more  numerous. 

The  patient  wore  this  bandage  for  a  year  ;  at  the 
end  of  which  period,  the  tumour  had  entirely  difap- 
peared  ;  and  the  child,  who  is  now  between  fifteen  and 
lixteen  years  of  age,  enjoys  the  moil  perfect  flate  of 
health  :  the  affedted  arm  is  now  of  the  fame  fize  and 
equally  ftrong  as  the  other. 
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Cafe  of  a  radical  Cure  of  a  Hydrocele ,  fulfequent  to  con* 
fiderable  Inflammation  and  Formation  of  Mattel -  in 
the  F  uni  ça  Faginalis , 


[By  Mr.  Boulet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 


MBOUET,  a  hufbandman,  42  years  of  age, 
•  and  of  a  good  conftitution,  had  been  affe&ed 
with  a  hydrocele  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  years  ;  it  was 
of  a  confiderable  ftze,  and  v/as  originally  occafioned 
by  a  contufion  of  the  left  tefhicle.  Wearied  with  un- 
fuccefsful  endeavours  to  cure  his  complaint,  by  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  powerful  refolutives,  he  was  determined  to 
leave  off  all  remedies  whatever. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1790,  he  had  occa- 
fion  to  go  to  Paris  :  when  he  confulted  the  furgeon-in- 
chief  of  the  Elôtel  Dieu,  who  punftured  the  tumour, 
and  drew  off  at  le  aft  fix  pints  of  water.  As  the  teftir 
cle  was  undifeafed,  reft  and  the  ufe  of  a  fufpenfory 
bandage  were  only  recommended.  Thefe  precautions 
he  had  the  imprudence  to  negleff  ,  for,  as  foon  as  the 
operation  was  over,  he  walked  more  than  eight 
leagues. 

In  the  evening,  on  going  to  bed,  he  felt  a  flight  de¬ 
gree  of  pain,  which  progreffivelv  increafed  in  the 
night  5  and,  the  following  day,  the  fever  and  fwelling 
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augmented  in  the  fame  proportion  ;  and,  on  the  third 
day,  he  was  conveyed  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu. 

The  tedicle,  which  was  hard  and  extremely  painful, 
formed,  with  the  fcrotum,  an  oval  tumour  ;  the  long 
diameter  of  which  was  four  inches  and  a  half,  and  the 
fhort  diameter  three  inches  :  the  fpermatic  cord  was 
fwelled  as  high  as  the  abdominal  ring  ,  and,  when  the 
tumour  was  not  fufpended,  the  pain  was  prolonged  to 
the  abdomen  and  loins.  The  furface  of  the  fcrotum 
was  tenfe,  and  of  a  Alining  red  colour  :  the  face  was 
inflamed,  the  pulfe  hard,  full,  and  irregular  ;  ,the  fkin 
of  a  burning  heat  ;  the  tongue  dry,  accompanied  with 
ardent  third. 

Thefe  lad-mentioned  fymptoms  were  calmed  by  the 
following  treatment  :  a  copious  bleeding  was  prefcri- 
bed,  with  the  obfervance  of  a  rigid  diet  ;  three  pints  of 
a  diluting  liquor,  acidulated  with  firup  of  lemon,  were 
ordered  for  a  common  drink  ;  and  a  fufpenfory  ban¬ 
dage  for  the  tedicle,  which  received  an  additional  fup- 
port,  from  allowing  it  to  red  on  a  fmall  pillow  placed 
between  the  thighs. 

The  next  day  the  bleeding  was  repeated,  and  the 
fame  plan  obferved  as  the  preceding  day.  By  the  5th 
day,  the  fever  had  fubfided,  the  cord  was  more  free, 
and  the  pain  confiderably  lefs,  though  the  fwelling  of 
the  fcrotum  remained  nearly  the  fame. — He  was  allow¬ 
ed  to  take  fome  weak  foup. 

The  patient  remained  much  the  fame  till  the  14th, 
when,  in  the  evening,  he  had  a  fliivering  fit,  followed 
with  a  flight  degree  of  fever  :  the  tumour  was  attend¬ 
ed  with  no  paio,  but  dill  retained  the  fame  bulk  -,  a 
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Humiliation  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  fluid  was  now  felt  at 
its  anterior  part.  The  fever,  preceded  by  fhivering, 
returned  as  before  on  the  1 6th  day;  the  accefs  was 
flight;  but,  two  days  afterwards,  it  returned  with  more 
violence,  and  lafled  for  a  longer  time. 

From  the  bitternefs  in  the  mouth,  the  appearance  of 
the  tongue,  &c.  it  was  thought  expedient  to  exhibit 
the  emetic-drink,  in  which  one  grain  of  the  emetic- 
tartar  was  diflolved  :  this  medicine  produced  fome 
vomitings  and  bilious  ftools.  The  acceflion  of  fhiver¬ 
ing  and  fever  returned  twice  more,  but  with  little 
violence  ;  the  laft  attack  was  indeed  fcarcely  per¬ 
ceptible. 

On  the  25th,  a  bilious  diarrhoea  came  on,  which 
for  fome  days  increafed.  He  became  uneafy,  rel¬ 
iefs,  and  truly  miferable,  from  the  apprehenflon  of 
lofing  his  life,  and,  confequently,  leaving  a  large 
family,  of  which  he  was  the  only  fupport,  to  mifery 
and  want.  —  The  diarrhoea  ceafcd  fpontaneoufly  ;  the 
urine  became  thin,  and  the  inferior  extremities 
œdematous. 

On  the  38th,  the  urine  was  almoft  totally  fupprefled, 
and  the  inflation  had  affedled  the  thighs  and  ferotum, 
notwithftanding  the  ufe  of  an  aperient  ptifan,  fweetened 
with  the  firup  of  the  five  roots. 

The  urine  flowed  more  abundantly  the  following 
days,  and  the  patient  foon  regained  his  tranquillity. 
The  urine  was  now  difeharged  plentifully,  and  fome- 
times  even  involuntarily  :  each  day  he  had  five  or  fix 
bilious  ftools  ;  the  fwelling  of  the  legs  and  thighs 
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foon  difappeared  ;  and  the  fcrotum  remained  only 
affedted. 

On  the  5 2d  day,  a  fmall  excoriation  was  remarked, 
fituated  on  the  anterior  and  nearly  inferior  part  of  the 
fcrotum,  from  which  oozed  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
ferofity. 

On  the  56th,  the  infiltration  in  the  fcrotum  was  diftl- 
pated,  and  an  extenfive  fiudtuation  felt  at  the  anterior 
part  of  the  tefticle.  Three  days  afterwards  an  efchar, 
that  Occupied  the  excoriated  part,  floughed  off  and 
expofed  a  fmall  orifice  at  the  bottom  of  the  ulcer, 
which  conflantly  difcharged  a  kind  of  limpid  ferofity 
that  became  white  on  preffure.  A  probe  was  intro¬ 
duced,  by  this  aperture,  into  the  cavity  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis  ;  a  director  was  then  pafled,  and  the  tunic 
divided  from  above  downwards  :  at  firft  a  fmall  ferous 
difcharge  took  place,  which  was  followed  by  a  confi¬ 
derable  quantity  of  pus  :  a  fmall  Hip  of  linen  was  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  wound  ;  the  edges  drefied  with  lint, 
and  a  poultice  applied  over  the  whole.  The  fame 
dre fling  was  continued  the  following  days. 

The  tefticle,  which  was  hard  and  large,  gradually 
diminifhed  ;  the  difcharge,  which,  for  the  fpace  of 
thirteen  days,  had  been  extremely  abundant,  lefiened 
confiderably  j  and  the  cavity  daily  decreafed  in  fize. 
Thirty-fix  days  after  the  operation  the  wound  was 
clofed  by  a  cicatrix,  that  apparently  adhered  to  the 
body  of  the  tefticle,  to  which  a  foap  plafter  was  ap¬ 
plied,  with  a  view  of  removing  fome  little  remaining 
induration, 
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The  patient  was  difeharged  the  hofpital,  perfectly 
cured,  on  the  131ft  day  after  his  admittance  ;  and,  on 
the  67th,  from  the  opening  of  the  abfeefs,  there  was  a 
little  remaining  thicknefs  in  the  cellular  fubftance  i  but 
the  teilicle  was  reduced  to  its  natural  fize. 

The  hydrocele  has  never  fin  ce  appeared,  nor  is  there 
any  reafon  whatever  to  apprehend  a  relapfe. 

The  feelings  of  this  patient’s  mind  confiderably  in¬ 
fluenced  his  difeafe  ;  but  to  what  degree  the  fymptoms 
were  particularly  aflfedted  is  perhaps  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine. 

We  have  one  important  remark  to  make,  which  is, 
that  the  health  of  the  patient  never  improved  till  the 
furgeon-in-chief  perfuaded  him  that  his  difeafe  was  by 
no  means  important,  treated  it  with  apparent  indiffe¬ 
rence,  and  intruded  him  to  the  care  of  an  affidant. 

This  faff,  and  many  others  of  a  fimilar  delcription, 
which  daily  prefent  themfelves  to  our  cbfervation, 
may  ferve  for  the  fubjedt  of  a  didindt  eflay  on  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  mind  on  the  body  when  in  a  date  of 
difeafe,  and  on  the  condudt  that  a  philofophical  furgeon 
jfiould  obferve  in  modifying  and  regulating  the  top- 
dangerous  adlivity  of  the  imagination. 
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Cafe  of  a  Caries  of  the fternal  Portion  of  the  Clavicle,  of 
the  cartilaginous  Portions  of  the  firft  three  Ribs,  and  of 
the  upper  Part  of  the  Sternum . 


[By  Mr.  Simon  ne  au,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 


MARGARET  Blet,  56  years  of  age,  and  of  a 
weak  conftitution,  about  the  middle  of  the 
year  1788,  having  occafion  to  lift  down  fomething 
that  was  placed  beyond  her  reach,  felt,  at  the  moment, 
a  violent  pain  in  her  left  breaft,  from  the  extraordinary 
exertion  fhe  made  in  ftretching  her  arm.  A  fhort  time 
afterwards  the  breaft  became  fwelled,  hard,  and  pain¬ 
ful,  and  refilled  every  effort  of  art  and  empiricifm. 

The  tumour,  at  length,  difappeared  -,  but  foon  after¬ 
wards  another  fwelling  was  obferved  at  the  articulation 
of  the  left  clavicle  with  the  flernum  ;  the  pain  of 
which  increafed  in  proportion  to  its  progrefs.  An  ab~ 
feefs  was  formed  which  difeharged  a  quantity  of  bloody 
and  black  ferofity  from  a  fiftulous  opening. 

The  patient,  whofe  general  health  was  exhaulled  by 
a  variety  of  putrid  complaints,  with  which  die  had 
been  afflidled  at  different  times,  in  addition  to  habitual 
colicky  pains  and  the  weaknefs  confequent  to.  an  abun¬ 
dant  difeharge,  applied  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  On  exami¬ 
nation  with  a  probe,  the  fternal  portion  of  the  left 
clavicle,  and  that  part  of  the  fternum  connedled  with 
it,  was  found  in  a  ftate  of  difeafe  :  the  bone  was  ex¬ 
po  fed, 
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pofed,  by  the  application  of  a  piece  of  lapis  infernalis 
to  the  fiftulous  orifice  ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  efchar 
feparated,  the  ulcer  was  covered  with  an  emollient 
poultice. 

On  the  8th  day,  the  patient  was  feized  with  confide- 
rable  fever,  with  a  wandering  pain  that  occupied  the 
whole  left  fide  of  the  breaft  t  two  days  afterwards  the 
breaft  began  to  fwell  again.  When  the  High te ft  de¬ 
gree  of  prefture  was  employed,  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  matter  was  difcharged  from  the  fiftulous  orifice, 
which  led  to  a  fufpicion  that  there  was  a  commua 
nication  between  the  two  abfceftes. 

The  patient  died  on  the  12th  day  after  her  ad- 
miftion.  On  opening  the  body,  a  difcharge  of  a 
fteatomatous  matter  took  place  from  the  left  breaft  * 
and  the  cartilaginous  portions  of  the  three  firft  ribs, 
the  head  of  the  clavicle,  and  the  correfpondent  portion 
of  the  fternum,  were  deftroyed  by  caries  ;  but  no 
communication  was  difcovered  between  this  part  and 
the  breaft  :  confiderable  adhefions  of  the  pleura  had 
taken  place  oppofite  the  parts  affeéled.  There  did 
not  occur  any  thing  worthy  of  remark  in  the  infpe&ion 
of  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  vifcera. 
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Cafe  cf  a  penetrating  Wound  in  the  ¥  her  ax  with  an  In¬ 


jury  of  the  Lung . 


[By  Mr.  Hoisnard,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 
ICOLAS  Didier,  a  foldier,  23  years  of  age* 


jL  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  3d 
of  Auguft,  1790*  for  a  wound  he  had  received  from  a 
foil,  the  button  of  which  had  fallen  off:  it  was  fituated 
one  inch  above  the  right  bread*  and  the  orifice  was  co¬ 
vered  with  florid  frothy  blood,  the  fpittle  was  tinged  with 
blood,  and  the  refpiration  laborious  :  the  opening  was 
enlarged,  which  gave  ifliie  to  a  conflderable  quantity 
of  grumous  blood  :  a  fmall  flip  of  fine  linen  was  in¬ 
troduced,  and  the  edges  left  out  of  the  wound  :  lint 
was  applied  to  the  furface,  and  the  whole  covered  with 
a  poultice..  The  patient  was  bled  at  the  arm,  and 
put  to  bed  on  the  affedled  fide.  The  next  morning 
the  pulfe  was  hard  and  raifed,  and  the  heat  conflderable  r 
the  ipitting  of  blood  and  difficulty  of  refpiration  were 
nearly  the  fame.  A  fécond  bleeding  was  preferibed, 
and  no  advantage  derived  :  in  the  courfe  of  the  two 
following  days,  the  fame  evacuation  was  repeated  four 
times,  and  the  fymptoms  ceafed  by  degrees;  but  thefe 
favourable  circumltances  did  not  continue  long  ;  for,  on 
the  7th  day,  the  patient,  conceiving  himfelf  out  of 
danger,  contrived  to  procure  fome  food,  which  he  de¬ 
voured  with  great  eagernefs.  The  next  day  he  com¬ 
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plained  of  a  fenfe  of  weight  in  the  region  of  the 
mach,  with  an  accefs  of  fever  :  the  fkin  was  hot, 
and  the  tongue  furred.  A  grain  of  emetic  tartar,  dif- 
folved  in  a  eonfiderable  quantity  of  fluid,  was  given  t 
it  procured  fome  (tools,  and  the  fymptoms  foon  dif- 
appeared. 

On  the  1 2th  day,  he  was  indulged  with  fome  light 
food,  and  in  fmall  quantities.  The  wound  foon  cica¬ 
trized,  and  the  patient  was  difmided  the  hofpital  per- 
fe&ly  cured  on  the  20th  day  after  his  admiflion. 


Cafe  of  a  IVound  in  the  Head  by  a  PiJlol-Jhct. 

[By  Mr.  Gignoux.] 

ANETTE  Rofe,  18  years  of  age,  of  a  weak 
conflitution,  and  fubject  to  epilepfy,  received  a 
(hot  from  a  piftol  in  the  head  as  fhe  was  eroding  the 
gardens  of  the  Tuilleries.  The  ball  paded  perpendicu¬ 
larly  through  the  foft  parts  above  the  right  temple, 
and  was  (topped  by  the  cranium.  The  girl  was 
(tunned  by  the  blow,  and  fell  dowm  :  (lie  got  up,  how¬ 
ever,  without  adflance.  A  eonfiderable  quantity  of 
blood  efcaped  from  the  wound,  though  it  was  exa&lÿ 
filled  up  by  the  ball.  A  furgeon*  who  happened  to 
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be  near  the  fpot,  extra&ed  the  ball,  which  he  expe¬ 
rienced  fome  difficulty  in  effecting,  from  its  being  co¬ 
vered  by  the  edges  of  the  wound,  and  furrounded  with 
coagulated  blood.  The  wound  was  cleaned,  and  the 
hair  extracted  that  had  been  driven  in  by  the  ball; 
it  was  dreil  with  linen,  dipt  in  fait  and  water. 

The  patient  experienced  no  ferious  fymptoms  till 
after  the  ball  had  been  extracted  ;  fhe  now  became' 
fenfelefs  and  drowfy,  with  a  fenfe  of  weight  and  vio¬ 
lent  pain  in  the  head;  the  arms  and  legs  became 
fenfelefs  and  weak, 

She  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  3 id 
of  March,  1788.  Mr.  Default  enlarged  the  open¬ 
ing  ;  and,  after  the  mod  attentive  examination,  could 
difeover  neither  fracture  or  depreffion  ;  that  part  of 
the  bone  was  found  only  denuded,  which  dopt  the 
progrefs  of  the  ball.  As  the  wound  dill  difeharged 
blood,  it  was  dreffed  with  lint,  fprinkled  with  colo¬ 
phony  :  the  patient  was  put  on  drift  diet,  and  ordered 
a  diluting  drink,  acidulated  with  firup  of  lemon. 

The  next  day  the  fymptoms  were  not  diminiffied  ; 
the  patient  was  feveriih,  the  pulfe  hard  and  frequent, 
the  wound  painful,  accompanied  with  levelling  of  the 
furrounding  parts.  The  wound  was  now  dreffed  with 
the  linimentum  arcæi,  and  the  whole  covered  with  a 
poultice,  moidened  with  the  aq.  vegeto.  min. 

On  the  4th  day,  the  pulfe  w^as  fofter  and  lefs  fre¬ 
quent,  and  the  pains  w:ere  evidently  diminiffied  :  the 
ccchymofis  fome  days  afterwards  difappeared,  the  wound 
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he cr me  red  ard  healthy,  and  afforded  an  abundant 
difcharge  of  well-conditioned  pus. 

The  drowfinefs  and  giddinels  difappeared.  The  pa-* 
tient  experienced  in  the  lequel  no  other  fymptoms  than 
flight  pains  in  the  head,  which  recurred  at  long  intervals* 
No  exfoliation  of  the  bone  took  place;  the  part  was 
foon  covered  with  new- formed  flefh,  and  the  fizc  of 
he  wound  confiderably  diminifhed. 

By  the  17  th  day,  the  ecchymofis  had  entirely  dif¬ 
appeared,  and,  the  fuppu ration  being  trifling,  com- 
preffes  dipt  in  the  aq.  veg.  min,  were  fubilituted  for 
the  poultice.  The  pain  in  the  head  returned  two 
days  afterwards  with  extreme  violence,  particularly  on 
that  fkle  where  the  wound  was  received. 

From  the  2 2d  to  the  23d,  the  patient  had  two 
violent  attacks  of  epilepfy,  the  granulations  became 
pale  and  exuberant,  and  required  the  application  of 
the  lapis  infernalüs,  From  this  period  no  other  drei- 
fings  were  employed  but  dry  lint,  and  compreffes  dipt 
in  the  aq.  veg.  min.  During  the  remainder  of  die 
treatment,  no  other  fymptoms  occurred  than  three  at¬ 
tacks  of  epilepfy  and  a  diarrhoea,  which  was  checked 
by  the  ufe  of  deception  of  rice,  fweetened  with  firup  of 
quinces  ;  and,,  in  44  days  fubfequent  to  her  ad- 
iniflion,  flie  was  difeharged  the  Hofpical  perfectly 
cured. 
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An  Extrafi  from  the  Works  of  M.  J.  Van  Wy,  Surgeon , 
of  Amfterdam ,  taken  from  the  %th  Volume  and  the  i ft 
Fart  of  the  Bibliothèque  Chir .  of  Richter,  by  M. 
Brewer,  M.  D . 

CASE  L 

A  Man,  38  years  of  age,  had  a  falivary  fiftula, 
which  refilled  every  method  employed  for  its 
cure  :  he  loft  fuccefllvely  all  the  teeth  of  the  lower 
jaw  ;  the  gums  fwelled,  became  painful  and  bloody, 
and  at  length  feparated,  and  completely  expoied  the 
maxillary  bone.  A  necrofis  of  part  of  the  lower  jaw 
was  then  expecfted,  but  the  total  lofs  of  this  bone  was 
an  unlooked-for  event,  particularly  as  neither  fuppu- 
ration  or  inflammation  had  fenfibly  affeéled  the  con¬ 
tiguous  parts. 

When  the  patient  had  remained  fome  time  in  this 
fituation,  a  very  confiderable  portion  of  the  bone  was 
thrown  off;  afterwards,  many  fmaller  pieces  were  ex¬ 
tracted  at  different  times,  fo  that  at  the  end  of  three 
months  the  whole  inferior  jaw  had  been  removed. 
During  the  time  that  this  feparation  was  taking  place, 
a  new  jaw  was  obferved  to  be  forming  in  the  fame 
lhape  as  the  original  one:  at  firft  it  had  only  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  leather,  but  it  hardened  in  the  fequel  to  that 
degree  that  the  patient  was  capable  of  mafticating 

i 

folid  food.  The  chin  appeared  more  fhort  and  rounded 
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than  in  its  natural  (late,  nor  was  the  jaw  of  its  natural 
degree  of  width,  fo  that  the  anterior  part  was  not  ex- 
a&ly  applied  again!!  the  teeth  of  the  fuperior  jaw. 


CASE  II. 

A  Man,  70  years  of  age,  felt,  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  a  deep-feated  pain  in  the  left  fide 
of  his  face,  (and  particularly  along  the  lower  jaw,)  ac¬ 
companied  with  inflammation  andfweliing:  thefe  fymp- 
toms  were  immediately  confequent  to  the  extraction 
of  one  of  the  dentes  molaris  in  a  (late  of  caries.  General 
means  were  employed,  which  only  mitigated  the  fymp- 
toms  foratime,  for  the  pain  foon  re-appeared,  and,  at  the 
angle  of  the  lower  jaw,  an  inflammatory  tumour  was  re¬ 
marked  :  an  abfeefs  then  formed,  and,  when  opened, 
the  bone  was  found  carious  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  ex¬ 
foliation  was  expedled.  The  pains  increafed,  an  ob- 
ftiriatc  falivation  came  on,  the  left  half  of  the  jaw  was 
denuded,  and  fell  entirely  off.  This  portion  of  bone 
v,;as  afterwards  regenerated,  gradually  increafed  in  hard- 
nefs,  and  exadtly  adapted  itfelf  to  the  found  portion  of 
the  jaw. 


Observations 
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Observations  by  the  Editor. 


Mr.  Van  Wy  obfcrves,  that,  in  the  two  cafes  juft 
related,  the  bone  was  regenerated,  and  that  it  hardened 
by  degrees,  fubfequent  to  the  reparation  of  the  original 
portion  ;  and  other  practitioners  appear  to  have  made 
the  fame  remark.*  We  do  not  mean  to  conteft  the 
fidelity  of  the  faffs,  as  they  are  related  by  fuch  a  judi¬ 
cious  practitioner  as  Mr.  Van  Wy;  but,  reafoning  from 
analogy,  we  are  authorifed  in  doubting  that  the  pro¬ 
cédés  of  regeneration  and  hardening  take  place  in  the 
gradual  manner  mentioned  by  the  author.  In  faff,  wre 
have  invariably  obferved,  with  refpeff  to  other  bones, 
that  regeneration  and  induration  precede  the  throwing 
off  of  the  exfoliated  portion,  which  ferves  for  a  mould 
to  the  new -formed  bone.  The  cafe  of  Mr.  Boulet, 
inferted  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Journal,  and  indeed 
all  other  cafes  that  we  have  feen  of  necrofis  of  the 
lower  jaw,  confirm  the  propriety  of  this  reafoning. 

*  See  Bordenave  on  the  Necrofis  of  the  Lower  Jaw.  Académie 
de  Chir.  tom  v, 
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Cafe  of  a  Wound  of  the  Leg  with  a  Dhifion  of  the 

T endo  Achillis . 


[By  Mr.  Pizard,  Surgeon  to  the  Hotel  Dieu.] 

% 

JBaptifte  Lavigne,  30  years  of  age,  in  defeending 
•  into  a  cellar,  without  a  light,  on  the  4th  of  O£to^ 
ber,  1790,  ftruck  the  pofterior  part  of  his  leg  againft 
the  cutting  edge  of  a  faw,  which  completely  divided 
the  tendo  Achillis  about  two  indies  above  the  heel. 
He  was  carried  directly  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  and,  on 
examination,  a  tranfverfe  wound  was  found  two  inches 
in  length,  with  thç  edges  a  little  feparated  :  on  extend¬ 
ing  the  limb  forcibly,  the  extremities  of  the  tendons 
were  brought  in  contact  ;  but,  when  the  limb  was  bent, 
they  feparated  for  more  than  two  inches.  The  plan  of 
treatment  was  as  follows: 

An  afîïftant  kept  the  foot  completely  on  the  ft  retch, 
with  the  leg  (lightly  bent;  and,  after  cloths  dipt  in 

aq.  veg.  min.  were  applied  to  the  w'ound,  a  long  com- 

% 

prefs  was  placed  under  the  foot  and  behind  the  leg, 
extending  from  the  extremities  of  the  toes  above  the 
ham.  This  comprefs  was  two  inches  and  a  half  in  width, 
and  the  little  vacuities  in  the  vicinity  of  die  tendon  were 
filled  up  with  lint,  &:c.  A  bandage,  two  inches  in 
width  and  four  ells  in  length,  was  applied  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner; — Some  circular  turns  were  firft  pafted 

round 
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round  the  foot,  near  the  toes  ;  the  end  ©f  the  long  com- 
prefs,  next  the  heel,  was  turned  back,  and  fecured  in 
that  fituation  by  fome  turns  of  the  bandage,  which  co¬ 
vered  the  whole  foot,  and  was  pafied  above  and  below 
the  divided  parts  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  approximate 
their  edges  :  die  reft  of  the  bandage  was  expended  on 
the  whole  leg  and  inferior  part  of  the  thigh,  as  high  as 
the  upper  end  of  the  comprefs,  which  was  doubled  back* 
and  fecured  like  the  lower  end.  The  limb  was  then 
placed  on  a  pillow,  and  difpofed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  relax  the  pofterior  mufcles.  The  pain  of  the  wound 
fubfided  after  the  patient  was  bled  twice,  and  a  diluting 
regimen  obferved  for  lome  days.  As  no  circumftance 
occurred  to  indicate  the  neceftity  of  removing  the 
dreflings,  they  were  fuffered  to  remain  on  till  the  lodi 
day,  when  a  great  part  of  the  wound  was  found  ci¬ 
catrized,  The  fame  dreffings  were  applied,  nor  removed 
till  the  24th,  when  the  parts  were  completely  united. 
The  patient  began  from  this  period  to  raife  and  fup- 
port  himfelf  on  crutches  ;  he  walked  with  great  eafe 
by  the  36th,  and  would  have  been  difmified  the  Hof- 
pital  at  this  time,  but  was  prevented  by  a  fmall  abfceis 
that  formed  in  the  heel*  which  detained  him  j  5  days 
longer. 


D  4  Observations 
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Ob  s  I R  vat  io  ns  on  the  Diviiîon  cf  the  Tendo  Achi'Uis. 

*0 


The  divifion  of  the  tendo  Achillis,  by  a  cutting 

infiniment,  is  by  no  means  a  rare  occurrence  :  there 

* 

are  many  cafes  to  be  found  in  French,  Englifh,  and 
German,  authors.  The  rupture  of  this  tendon,  by  a 
violent  effort,  is  even  more  frequent,*  though  it  feems 
to  have  been  unknown  to  the  ancients,  and  even  de¬ 
nied  by  many  of  the  moderns.  This  rupture  is  not, 
however,  difficult  to  difiinguifh,  as  the  tendon  projects 
confide rably  under  the  fkin,  and  can  be  felt  nearly 
throughout  its  whole  circumference.  This  folution  of 
continuity  cannot  el  Cape  the  refearches  of  the  furgeon, 
though  concealed  from  his  view,  for  there  is  always  a 
confiderable  depreffion  between  the  divided  extremities, 
which  is  encreafed  by  bending  the  foot,  and  diminifhes, 
and  in  fadl  nearly  difappears,  by  extenflon.  The  pati¬ 
ent  is  unable  to  fupport  himfelf  on  his  leg,  though  ca¬ 
pable  of  extending  it  by  the  adlion  of  the  tibialis, 
pofticus,  and  peroneus,  mufcles,  agreeably  to  Mr.  Pe¬ 
tit’s  remark. 

. 

The  ancients  generally  formed  unfavourable  prog- 
noflics  of  wounds  of  the  tendons:  the  greatefl  part 
conceived  them  equally  dangerous  with  wounds  of  the 
nerves,  with  which  thefe  parts  were  for  a  long  time 
confounded.  Gui  de  Chauliac  repeats,  after  the  Greeks 


#  Monro  mentions  fixtcen  cafes. 
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and  Arabs,  that  injuries  of  tendinous  parts  produce  the 
fame  fymptoms  as  when  the  nervous  parts  are  affedted. 
Barbette  obferves,  when  defcribing  the  confiderable 
rendon  infcrted  into  the  os  calcis,  (that  is  to  fay,  the 
tendo  Achillis, )  that,  when  this  part  is  wounded  or 
feverely  bruifed,  convuîfions  often  fupervene,  and  even 
death  itfelf.  The  opinion  of  La  Motte  is  equally  un¬ 
favourable  ;  for  he  remarks,  that  wounds,  abfceffes, 
and  indeed  all  accidents  that  affedt  the  tendo  Achillis, 
are  generally  fo  extremely  dangerous,  that  a  favourable 
termination  cannot  be  expedled. 

Subfequent  obfervers  have  not  formed  the  fame  fe- 
rious  prognoses,  nor  have  their  patients  experienced 
the  inconveniences  above-mentioned,  but  have  been 
all  cured  with  a  fuccefs  proportioned  to  the  means  em- 
ployed.  From  thefe  circumftances,  may  we  not  jufbly 
infer,  that  the  treatment  of  the  ancients  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fource  of  the  accidents  they  deferibe  ? 

•Sutures,  at  this  period  in  general  ufe,  in  thefe  forts 
of  wounds,  were  the  only  means  oppofed  to  the  con¬ 
traction  of  the  mufcles  ;  for,  the  advantages  refulting 
from  an  appropriate  bandage,  and  a  proper  pofition  of 
the  limb,  were  at  that  time  unknown.  If,  to  thefe  ob- 
ftacles,  we  add  the  abufe  of  repellents,  plafters,  and 
fhe  application  of  fatty  fubftances,  we  have  no  reafon 
to  be  furprifed,  that  a  method,  fo  contrary  to  every  ra¬ 
tional  indication,  fhould  be  followed  with  abfceffes, 
iconvulfions,  gangrene,  and  even  death  itfelf. 

The  future  of  tendons  was  a  practice  reprobated  by 
Ambrofe  Paré  as  extremely  dangerous,  and  became 
in  difufe  for  a  confiderable  time  :  it  was  revived  again 

at 
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at  the  end  of  the  laft  century,  by  Mr.  Bienaife,  furgeon, 
at  Paris,  who,  at  that  time,  palTed  for  the  inventor. 

La  Motte  employed  the  future  in  a  cafe  where  the 
tendo  Achillis  was  completely  divided  by  a  cutting  in¬ 
finiment,  but  its  fuccefsful  termination  was  certainly 
not  to  be  attributed  to  the  future,  the  effe6t  of  which 
was  rendered  nugatory,  by  the  foot  being  preferved  in 
an  extended  pofition,  and  a  proper  bandage  employed. 
This  practitioner  is  himfelf  aware  of  the  danger  at¬ 
tendant  on  futures,  unaided  by  other  means,  as  bandage, 
pofition,  &c.  He  treated  a  cafe  of  partial  rupture  of 
this  tendon  by  the  application  of  a  drefiing,  which 
preferved  the  extenfion  of  the  foot.  When  mention¬ 
ing  fome  cafes  that  he  had  fuccefsfujly  treated,  he  re¬ 
commends  incifion  of  the  integuments,  and  future  in 
cafes  of  partial  rupture  of  the  tendon.  This  author 
was,  however,  acquainted  with  Petit’s  method,  and  the 
cafe  of  die  Sieur  Cochoix,  a  famous  leaper,  which  oc- 
cafioned  fo  much  converfation,  and  produced  fo  many 
difputes,  at  the  beginning  of  this  century.* **  He  praifes 

highly 

*  The  cafe  alluded  to  is  thus  related  by  Mr.  Petit,  in  his  Trear- 
tife  fur  les  Maladies  des  Os  : 

“  The  Sieur  Cochoix,  one  of  the  mod  aftive  leapers  in  his  troop, 
r<  broke  the  two  tendons  of  Achilles  in  a  leap  he  took,  with  his  feet 

clofe,  upon  a  table,  three  feet  and  a  half  high,  without  making 
€i  any  external  wound.  'Phis  rupture  fo  happened,  that  the  mufcles 
“  of  the  calf  of  the  leg  carried  away  on  their  fide  the  greated  part 
“  of  the  tendons,  and  the  heels  retained  the  red.  The  part  which 
*'  remained  at  the  right  heel  was  above  two  inches  long;  and  that 

**  attached  to  the  left  but  twelve  or  thirteen  lines.  The  broken 
f‘  were  fuinciently  diftant  to  admit  three  fingers  in  the  fpace 

**  that 
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highly  the  treatife  on  the  difeafes  of  the  bones,  where 
this  method  is  deferibed, 

La  Motte,  among  the  French,  is  one  of  the  laft  who 
defended  the  practice  of  futures  in  wounds  of  the  ten¬ 
dons.  Since  this  time,  the  different  works  of  Pibrac, 
Lafaye,  and  Dionis,  have  fixed  immutably  the  pradfice 
in  this  particular. 

Paré,  who  had  occafion  to  treat  a  wound  of  the 
tendo  Achillis,  employed  no  particular  dreffing  to  keep 
up  the  extenfion  of  the  foot;  for,  probably,  he  was 
unacquainted  with  the  neceffity.  He  alfo  candidly  ac¬ 
knowledges,  that  the  wound  was  a  long  time  confo- 
lidating,  and  that,  after  cicatrization,  it  broke  out  afrefh 
pn  the  patient’s  walking. 

Petit  was  more  fortunate,  by  remarking,  that  the 
extenfion  of  the  foot  brought  in  contact  the  ends  of 
die  divided  tendon,  and  confequently  he  adopted  the 
plan  of  preferving  this  extenfion  during  the  whole 
treatment,  by  an  appropriate  dreffing,  after  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  a  circular  comprefs  on  the  wounded  part. 
He  retained  the  foot  in  a  convenient  pofition,  by  a 
fécond  comprefs,  fecured  by  a  bandage,  under  the  foie 
of  the  foot,  and  along  the  pofterior  part  of  the  leg, 
from  the  toes  as  high  up  as  the  ham.  The  ends 
of  this  bandage  were  turned  back,  and  fecured  by 

pins,  and  a  few  more  turns  of  the  roller. 

/ 

i*  that  was  left  between  them. — I  dreffed  this  wound  till  a  perfect 
“  cure  was  obtained,  and  the  cafe  appeared  to  me,  from  its  Jingu- 

larity,  to  merit  the  attention  of  the  public.” 

For  the  particular  treatment,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  work. 


He 
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He  begun  rolling  the  bandage  on  the  place  where 
the  wound  was  received  ;  and,  like  the  ancients, 
pafled  many  turns  over  this  part  ;  it  was  then  con¬ 
tinued  down  to  the  end  of  the  foot  3  then,  by  reverfing 
the  bandage,  w^as  reflected  upwards  as  high  as  the 
ham,  afterwards  carried  downwards  again,  and  fecured 
to  the  ends  of  the  comprefs. 

This  dre fling  was  Ample  and  ingenious,  though  it  ad¬ 
mitted  of  improvement.  At  this  period,  machines  were 
much  in  vogue  ;  and  Petit  himielf,  influenced  by  the 
prevailing  tafte,  fubflituted,  for  his  bandage,  his  fa¬ 
mous  flipper,  a  contrivance  too  much  extolled  by 
fome  and  too  much  decried  by  others  :  perhaps  the 
only  advantage  it  may  poflfefs,  fuperior  to  the  bandage 
firft  invented,  is,  that  it  keeps  the  leg  bent  on  the 
thigh,  and  produces,  by  this  means,  a  relaxation  of 
the  gaftrocnemii  mufçles,  which  could  have  been 
equally  well  effected  by  fecuring  the  comprefs  pofte- 
riorly,  by  a  bandage  pafled  above  the  ham  :  this  plan 
is  preferable  to  the  machine,  as,  by  the  regular  com- 
prefflon  it  produces,  relaxation  and  fwellings  are  pre¬ 
vented,  the  neceflary  ccnfequence  of  a  limb  remain¬ 
ing  in  a  date  of  inactivity,  when  methodical  com- 
prefflon  is  omitted.  We  mud,  however,  admit  that 
this  bandage  is  fubjeCt  to  the  inconvenience  of  pufhing 
in  the  tendon,  which,  projecting  more  than  the  fur¬ 
rounding  parts,  is  more  comprefled  by  the  application 
of  the  circular  bandage,  and  is  apt  to  agglutinate  with 

•  t 

thofe  parts  againft  which  it  is  preflfed,  by  which  means 
the  mol  ility  of  the  tendon  is  loft  :  but  it  is  eafy  to 

prevent 
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prevent  this  pufhing-in  of  the  tendon,  by  attending 
to  the  general  rules  that  regard  the  application  of 
bandages,  which  teach  the  neceflity  of  placing  linen, 
tow,  &c.  in  deprefled  and  hollow  parts,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  bring  them  on  a  level  with  the  projecting 
portion. 

This  was  doubtlefs  the  objeCt  that  MefTrs.  Gauthier 
and  Duchanoy  had  in  view  when  they  propofed  filling 
up  the  vacuities,  in  the  lateral  parts  of  the  tendon,  by 
means  of  graduated  comprefles  which,  by  com-' 
prefling  the  fides  of  the  tendon,  retained  it  backwards, 
<and  fhared,  at  the  fame  time,  the  preflure  of  the 
bandage. 

Mr.  Duchanoy  fubftituted  a  Ample  lock  for  Petit's 
flipper,  to  which  there  was  a  ribbon,  intended  to  be 
fecured  to  the  bandage  at  the  inferior  part  of  the 

thigh. 

The  machine  invented  by  the  celebrated  Monro,,  for 
his  ow7n  ufe,  is  nearly  the  fame  as  Petit’s,  but  lefs 
perfeCt  in  its  conftruCtion  ;  for,  inftead  of  mounting 
above  the  knee,  to  keep  the  thigh  in  a  ftate  of  flexion, 
it  terminates  at  the  upper  part  of  the  calf,  where  it  is 
fecured  by  a  kind  of  fpacterdafh. 

Dr.  Monro  could  not  endure  the  preflure  on  his 
toes,  occafioned  by  the  flipper,  and  wras  obliged  to 
open  it  at  its  anterior  part.  Fielitz  had  recourfe  to 
the  fame  expedient  to  render  this  machine  fupportable 

to  a  patient  whole  tendo  Achillis  was  almofl:  totally  di- 

4  t  *  #  •  _ 

*  Vide  Journal  de  Med.  vol.  xlii.  &  xliih 
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vided  by  the  wheel  of  a  mill,  which  bent  the  toes  fo 
much  that  they  nearly  touched  the  tibia.* 

Monro,  obliged  to  travel  on  horfeback  before  union 
was  perfected,  invented  another  machine,  which  he 
applied  over  the  flocking  he  ordinarily  wore.  Bell 
has  deferibed  this  invention,  as  well  as  tire  flipper,  in 
his  Syflem  of  Surgery,  in  which  there  is  an  engraving 
of  the  inflruments,  after  Monro’s  defeription  in  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  EfFays.  This  machine  confifls  of 
a  (talk,  lirait  and  inflexible,  terminating  at  each  fide 
by  two  plates  of  beaten  iron,  bent  in  fuch  a  direc¬ 
tion  that  one  fliould  embrace  the  middle  part  of  the 
back  of  the  foot,  and  the  other  the  fore  part  of  the 
leg,  towards  its  inferior  third  portion.  This  infini¬ 
ment  was  fecured  to  the  leg  and  foot  by  two  leather 
flraps,  pafied  through  two  rings  made  in  the  iron 
plates.  A  third  leather  thong  depended  from  the  flalk, 
which  pafied  in  a  flirrup  againfl  the  anterior  part  of 
the  fhoe-heel,  and  retained  pofleriorly  by  a  ribbon, 
which  embraced  the  poflerior  part  of  the  heel.  The 

machine  thus  fecured  prevented  the  flexion  of  the  foot 

/ 

completely. 

Schneider  fuccefsfully  employed  a  fimilar  plan,  but 
more  Ample,  in  the  cafe  of  a  young  girl,  who 
had  the  tendo  Achillis  cut  by  the  edge  of  a  vefiel.f 
This  pra6litioner,  during  the  whole  treatment,  kept 
the  foot  in  a  flate  of  extenfion  by  means  of  a  ftrong 

*  Fielitzen’s  Beobacktungen,  &c.  vide  Bibl.  Chir.  Richter, 
vol.  viii.  p.  520. 

t  Vide  Richter,  vol,  viii.  p.  729. 
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fplint,  which  was  extended  on  the  anterior  part  of  the 
leg,  reaching  from  the  toes  up  to  the  knee. 

This  plan  is  ingenious,  and  may  be  of  great  life  in 
extraordinary  cafes,  if,  inftead  of  a  fplint,  a  piece  of 
iron  was  fubftitued,  conftru&ed  of  a  proper  form, 
with  the  infide  lined.  This  infiniment  is  not  open 
to  the  fame  objection  as  a  fplint,  which,  when  in  a 
fmall  degree  flexible,  cannot  be  well  adj  ufted  to  the 
part;  and,  when  too  weak,  will  produce  no  effeCt 
whatever. 

The  inventors  of  the  above-mentioned  machines, 
and  many  others,  have  boafled  much  of  their  fuccefs; 
but  there  are  many  practitioners  difpofed  to  think 
that  they  are  not  only  ufelefs,  but  dangerous,  and  have 
even  fupported  this  opinion  by  fadts. 

Hoin,  furgeon  of  Dijon,  mentions  fome  cafes  and 
experiments  on  this  fubjeCt.*  Dupouy  conceives  that 
fituation  alone  will  procure  an  union  of  the  divided  ten¬ 
don  without  any  other  affiflance  ;  it  was  the  opinion, 
he  obferves,  of  Pibrac,  who  informed  him  of  many 
cafes  that  had  fucceded,  by  keeping  the  part  in  a  date 
of  reft,  affifled  by  the  moft  fimple  attentions,  while 
the  flipper  of  Petit,  in  his  opinion,  muft  ncceffarily 
produce  the  moft  ferious  fymptoms,  particularly  in  cafes 
complicated  with  a  wound  of  the  integuments.  Mr. 
Dupouy  alfo  remarks,  that  Petit’s  flipper  is  always 
pernicious,  as  it  forces  the  tendons  out  of  their  {heaths, 
and  makes  them  ride  over  each  other,  a  circurnftance 

*  Vide  Journal  de  Med.  Jan.  1769.  p.  56  and  following. 
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which  certainly  might  occur,  when  a  bandage  is  hoÊ 
applied  to  the  divided  part. 

Mr.  Gauthier,  with  the  fame  view,  has  publilhed  a 
number  of  cafes.*  The  firft  was  of  a  man  who  had 
his  tendon  divided  an  inch  from  its  attachment.  The 
author  placed  the  foot  in  a  flight  hate  of  cxtenfion, 
maintained  the  dreffings  by  a  fimple  retentive  bandage, 
and  ordered  a  hate  of  reft  to  be  obfervcd,  without  en¬ 
joining  any  ccnftrained  fofitioin  At  the  end  of  a  month, 
the  wound  was  cicatrized,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  fix 
weeks,  he  was  able  to  walk.  The  fécond  cafe  is  that 
of  a  man,  who  broke  the  tendo  Achiiiis  in  leaping,  and 
who  was  perfectly  cured,  by  a  fimilar  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment,  at  the  end  of  35  days.  The  fame  man  is  the 
fubjedt  of  the  third  obfervation,  for  he  had  ruptured 
the  tendon  of  die  leg  many  years  before,  and  his  fur- 
geon  had  employed  Petit’s  machine.  The  treatment 
was  tedious,  the  articulation  of  the  foot  remained 
fwelled  for  a  conftderabie  time,  and  attended  with 
difficulty  in  motion. 

The  flipper  of  Monro,  after  having  been  as  gene¬ 
rally  employed  in  England  as  Petit’s  in  France,  has 
met  with  the  fame  fate.  Mr.  Rodbard,  of  Ipfwich, 
furgeon,  has  been  three  patients,  treated  by  extenfion, 
preferved  by  means  of  Monro’s  machine  :  he  remarks, 
that  thefe  patients  at  firft  experienced  difficulty  and 
pain  in  walking,  and  that  it  was  a  long  time  before 
they  could  lower  the  heel  fufficiendy  to  mount  a  few 
low  fteps  with  fufficient  ftrmnefs;  and,  from  confiant 

*  Vide  Journal  de  Med.  vol.  xlii.  17/4. 
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obfervation,  he  remarks,  that  all  thofe  who  have  been 
treated  by  this  method  have  afcended  and  defcended 
with  difficulty. 

Mr.  Rodbard  unfortunately  experienced  this  acci¬ 
dent  in  his  own  perfon  ;  for,  in  attempting  tc  leap  over 
a  fmall  brook,  he  broke  the  tendo  Achillis  about 
three  inches  above  the  heel.  The  apprehenfion  of 
pain  and  uneafmefs,  and  the  firm  perfuafion  that  the 
intervening  {pace  between  the  divided  extremities  of 
the  tendon  would  be  filled  up  with  fome  fpecies  of 
matter,  determined  him  to  leave  the  cure  to  nature, 
inflead  of  confining  himfelf  to  his  bed.  He  continued 
the  exercife  of  his  profeffion,  walked  much  during  the 
day,  and  even  mounted  on  horfeback,  without  taking 
any  other  precaution  than  not  bending  his  foot.  The 
tendon,  however,  united  ;  and,  five  years  afterwards^ 
Mr.  Rodbard,  in  a  letter*  to  Dr.  Simmons,  writes, 
*c  That  he  was  capable  of  walking,  running,  afending, 
<c  and  defending,  without  pain  ;  in  a  word,  that  the 
“  fun&ions  of  the  affedled  limb  were  equally  well  per- 
c<  formed  as  the  ether,  though  it  was  much  thinner  than 
'c  in  its  natural  ftatefe — This  furgeon  mentions  the  cafe 
of  another  patient,  who  had  the  lame  accident,  where 
the  fame  treatment  was  employed,  and  attended  with 
equal  fuccefs. 

Mr.  Duchanoy,  phyfician  at  Paris,  relates  the  hif- 
tory  of  a  fuccefsful  cafe  cured  without  bandage,  by 
Mr.  M.  A.  Petit;  but  the  fuccefs  to  which  he  was  a 
witnefs,  Mr.  Duchanoy  obferves,  is  no  affurance  againft 


*  Medical  Journal,  W,  vxii.  p.  304* 
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the  danger  of  the  plan  :  the  patient  may  forget  himfelf, 
and  bend  his  foot  ;  this  may  happen  in  his  deep,  and 
prevent  cicatrization  ;  or  it  may  be  torn,  a  circumftance 
that  has  happened  in  many  inftances.  Mr.  Duchanoy 
fee  ms  to  think  that  Mr.  Petit’s  flipper  is  the  only  ma¬ 
chine  that  is  a  fecurity  againft  this  accident. 

Mr.  de  Vilde  is  of  the  fame  opinion  as  Mr.  Ducha¬ 
noy,  and,  as  a  proof,  relates  the  cafe  of  a  man,  who 
had  a  bandage,  infufficient  for  the  intention,  applied  for 
a  rupture  of  the  tendo  Achillis,  though  ft  was  difpofed 
in  fuch  a  manner  fo  as  to  carry  the  foot  a  little  back¬ 
wards.  This  patient  was  obliged  to  wear  crutches  for 
a  confiderable  time.  Two  years  afterwards  he  was 
incapable  of  walking  two  leagues  ;  and,  at  the  end  of 
five  years,  he  faid,  that,  from  the  weaknefs  of  the  limb, 
he  could  not  fupport  himfelf  without  the  afliflance  of 
a  flick. 

Mr.  Louis  proves  the  neceflity  of  a  methodical  treat¬ 
ment,  by  a  cafe  ftill  more  ftriking  than  thofe  we  havfc 
juft  maintained,  which  is  extracted  from  a  Thefis  fuf- 
tained  at  Dantzick,  in  1720.  A  man,  56  years  of 
age,  ruptured  the  tendo  Achillis,  by  leaping  on  the 
fhore  from  out  of  a  boat.  The  foot  dwelled  immedi¬ 
ately.  On  the  15th  day,  the  inflammation  was  con¬ 
fiderable,  and  accompanied  with  a  fmart  degree  of 
fever:  the  tumour  burft  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tendon, 
and  difeharged  a  lymphatic  gelatinous  liquor;  the 
ulcer  fpread  faft,  and  expofed  the  two  ends  of  the  di¬ 
vided  tendons:  different  abfceflfes  were  formed,  the 
bones  became  carious,  and  gangrene  fupervened;  and, ! 
at  the  expiration  of  1 5  months,  after  a  feries  of  un- 
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fuccefsful  treatment,  the  limb  was  amputated,  and  the 
patient  died  the  nth  day  after  the  operation. 

It  refults  from  thefe  faCts,  that  the  treatment  of 
ruptures  and  divifions  of  the  tendo  Achillis  had  fud* 
denly  attained  a  confiderable  degree  of  perfection,* 
when  it  degenerated  by  the  invention  of  the  flipper: 
the  treatment  of  this  accident  has  flnce  proceeded 
nearly  in  a  retrogade  direction,  and  in  time  will  be 
conduced  in  the  fame  manner  as  when  improvements 
were  fird  fuggefted,  viz.  by  the  ufe  of  Petit’s  ban¬ 
dage,  which  is  certainly  to  be  preferred  to  every  other 
method,  particularly  with  the  corrections  we  have 
mentioned,  and  which  have  been  found  of  practical 
advantage. 


Cafe  cf  a  carious  Affeftion  cf  fever al  Cartilages  of  the 
Ribs ,  cured  by  the  Application  of  the  Ælual  Cautery . 


[By  Mr.  Thieriot.1 


MR.  Thiériot  was  confulted  by  a  gentleman,  40 
years  of  age,  for  a  fiftula  between  the  left 
bread  and  the  dernum,  with  which  he  had  been 
afflicted  for  two  years.  An  itch  that  had  been  re- 

#  Difcours  far  le  Traité  des  Maladies  des  Os. 
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pelled  fomc  years  before  ieemed  to  be  the  remote 
caufe  of  this  complaint.  The  edges  of  this  fiftulous 
opening  were  callous,  and  difcharged  a  red  purulent 
finies:  there  was  great  difficulty  of  refpiration,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  dry  violent  cough,  which  came  on  at  in¬ 
tervals,  accompanied  with  a  fixed  pain  at  the  pofterior 
and  left  part  of  the  breafl,  and  confiuerable  difficulty 
in  the  motions  of  the  trunk. 

Mr.  Thiériot  introduced  a  probe  in  die  fiftulous 

opening,  and  finding  the  cartilages  of  the  fixth  and 

* 

feventh  rib  in  a  flate  of  caries,  palfied  it  on  to  the 
fource  of  the  fiflula,  which  was  fituated  between  thefe 
cartilages  and  the  pleura.  Though  many  furgeons  had 
formed  an  unfavourable  prognoftic  of  this  cafe,  Mr. 
Thiériot  attempted  its  cure.  For  the  (pace  of  eight 
days,  his  belly  was  kept  open  by  a  bitter  drink,  with 
5  j.  of  fal.  Glaub.  taken  every  morning.  After  this 
period,  the  patient  was  flill  more  evacuated  ;  and,  on  the 
1 2th,  Mr.  Thiériot  expofed,  by  a  crucial  incifion,  the 
cartilages  and  edge  of  the  fternum,  and,  as  there  was  a 
flight  hemorrhage,  dreffed  it  with  lint.  The  next 
day  the  aélual  cautery  was  applied  to  the  expofed  and 
carious  parts,  and  was  repeated  four  times  in  the 
courfe  of  the  eight  following  days.  At  this  period, 
the  wound  was  covered  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
fetid  fanies:  the  cough  ceafed,  the  pain  in  the  back 
fubfided,  and  refpiration  became  freer.  On  the  31ft 
day,  Mr.  Thiériot  difeovered  a  pouch  at  the  bottom 
of  the  wound  that  retained  the  purulent  matter,  which 
he  opened  in  the  1110ft  dependent  part.  The  cartilage 
of  the  feventh  rib  was  found  offified  and  carious,  and, 

four 
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four  days  afterwards,  the  actual  cautery  was  employed, 
and  repeated  three  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  fix  fol¬ 
lowing  days.  The  urine  was  turbid  and  in  confidera- 
ble  quantity. 

The  40th  day,  after  the  lad  application  of  the  fire, 
feveral  fplinters  detached  themfelves  from  the  fixth 
rib,  and  fell  off  in  a  few  days.  Exfoliation  from  the 
fifth  and  feventh  ribs,  as  well  as  from  the  fternum, 
was  not  long  in  taking  place,  and  the  cartilages  fôon 
appeared  in  their  natural  date,  with  this  difference 
only,  that  they  were  lefs  in  fize. 

At  the  end  of  three  months,  as  the  fuppuration  dill 
remained  confiderable,  the  wound  was  dreffed  three 
times  a  day  with  doffils  of  lint  dipt  in  tindh  of  aloes. 
From  this  time  the  fuppuration  fenfibly  diminiihed, 
and  cicatrization  was  perfectly  completed  after  four 
months  treatment  of  the  difeafe. 

It  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that,  from  the  time 
of  the  application  of  the  adtual  cautery  to  the  end  of 
the  cure,  the  patient  condantly  ufed  a  bitter  drink, 
with  the  addition  of  one  dram  of  the  powder  of 
bark. 


(  SS  ) 


Cafe  of  a  Pijlol-fhot  Wound  in  the  Abdomen . 


j_By  Mr.  Vergez,  formerly  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel 

Dieu.] 


MR.  —  received  a  fhot  from  a  piftol,  in  a  duel, 
on  the  13  th  June,  1790,  at  the  diftance  of 
three  paces  from  his  advcrfary.  The  ball  penetrated  into 
the  right  hypochondrium,  on  a  level  and  about  four 
fingers  diftance  from  the  umbilicus.  The  patient,  who 
,was  about  24  years  of  age,  full  of  ftrength  and  courage, 
rejected  every  aftiftance  to  enable  him  to  regain  his 
carriage,  which  waited  for  him  about  two  hundred  paces 
from  the  place  of  combat. 

On  his  arrival  home,  a  comprefs,  dipt  in  warm  wine, 
was  applied  to  the  part,  and  Mr.  Default  immediately 
fent  for.  Two  hours  elapfed  before  this  furgeon  could 
attend:  by  this  time  he  was  extremely  fatigued,  faint¬ 
ed  every  moment,  and  began  to  experience  confidera- 
ble  pain  at  the  part. 

Mr.  Default  perceived  a  protuberance,  formed  by 

the  ball,  at  the  pofterior  and  lower  part  of  the  apo- 

»  »  . 

neurofis  of  the  latifiimus  dorfi,  and  at  the  inferior  edge 
of  the  ferrât  us  pofticus  inferior:  this  was  fituated  im¬ 
mediately  under  the  integuments.  An  incifion  was 
made  on  the  ball,  and  immediately  extra&ed. 


It 
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It  was  drafted  at  firft  with  dry  lint;  and,  between  the 
edges  of  •  the  pofterior  wound,  lint  was  interpofed 
to  prevent  their  reunion.  With  refpedt  to  the  anterior 
wound,  the  fame  practice  was  not  obierved. 

The  patient  was  bled  immediately  after  he  was 
drafted,  and  ordered  to  drink  barley-water  fweetened 
with  fimple  oxymel.  It  was,  at  this  time,  about  three 
in  the  afternoon.  About  eight,  the  pulfe  became  hard, 
the  belly  fwelled  and  painful  ;  the  bleeding  was  repeat¬ 
ed,  and  tiie  belly  covered  widi  a  poultice  of  crumb  of 
bread  and  linfeed-meal,  moiftened  with  aq.  veg. 

The  patient  was  uneafy,  and  fometimes  abfent  in  his 
mind  :  a  fpoonful  of  an  anodyne  portion  was  ordered 
to  be  exhibited  every  hour.  Notwitliftanding,  he  palled 
a  reftlefs  night  :  the  pulfe  remained  hard  and  fmall. 

A  third  bleeding  was  ordered  the  next  morning  : 
the  patient  derived  fome  eafe  from  this  evacuation  ; 
and  the  pulfe  became  lofter,  but  without  any  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  tenfion  or  pain  in  the  abdomen. 

From  the  time  of  the  accident  he  had  no  ftpol  :  two 
clyfters  were  adminiftered,  which  were  not  returned  * 
two  more  were  given  the  next  day.  After  the  fourth  had 
been  thrown  up,  he  had  an  abundant  evacuation,  which 
procured  confiderable  eafe.  The  lame  means  were 
continued  to  be  employed  to  keep  open  the  be}ly. 
The  drelfings  were  continued  the  fame. 

There  was  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  fome  por¬ 
tion  of  the  inteltines  had  been  injured;  but  as  no  feces 
had  palled  through  the  pofterior  wound,  during  the 
treatment,  but  only  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ferolity, 
it  was  judged  that  the  inteftines  had  not  been  divided, 

E  4  but 
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but  only  bruifed,  by  the  ball.  The  anodyne  portion 
was  continued  all  the  fécond  day,  but  at  longer  inter¬ 
vals.  The  patient  became  eafier,  the  belly  lefs  inflated, 
and,  in  fa6b,  all  the  fymptoms  began  to  yield.  Mr. 
Default  directed  the  ftri&efl:  regimen  to  be  obferved. 
The  fame  drink  was  continued,  and  the  fame  dreflings 
obferved. 

% 

On  the  gd  and  4th  day,  nothing  occurred  worthy  of 
remark.  The  fuppuration  of  the  poflerior  wound  be¬ 
gan  to  be  eftablifhed  ;  inflammation  took  place  round 

i 

the  efchar,  and  the  patient  was  as  well  as  his  fituation 
could  poflibly  admit.  From  the  5  th  to  the  9th  no 
alteration  whatever  took  place  >  the  belly  diminifhed 
infenfibly  every  clay  :  the  efchar  was  nearly  detached 
throughout  its  whole  circumference  :  the  pulfc  became 
regular,  but  the  patient  was  incapable  of  going  to  ftool 
without  the  afliftance  of  clyflers. 

On  the  j.  2th,  the  efchar  feparated,  and  expofed  a 
wound  of  a  red  healthy  appearance  ;  the  pofterior 
wound  alfo  improved,  though  the  fuppuration  was 
ferous. 

Every  time  that  the  patient  attempted  to  move  the 
right  inferior  extremity,  it  was  attended  with  fuch  ex¬ 
cruciating  pain  that  he  remained  motionlefs,  and  was 
compelled  to  iflfue  the  mod  piercing  cries  :  this  con¬ 
tinued  for  three  entire  days  without  interruption. 

The  extremity  was  ordered  to  be  rubbed  with  the 
Beaume  Tranquille.  From  the  day  of  its  application,  the 
fenflbility  of  the  limb  diminifhed  in  a  fmall  degree  : 
its  motions  were  more  eafily  performed.  After  the 
fécond  fridion  the  pain  was  totally  diflipated.  There 

was, 

#  «"  * 


/ 


(  7i  ) 

was,  however,  one  fymptom  occurred  that  demanded 

i 

attention. 

Until  this  period  the  nourifhment  of  the  patient  had 
been  extremely  light,  having  taken  nothing  but  broth; 
he  now  fignified  a  defire  to  eat,  and  was  permitted  to 
take  a  fmalj  piece  of  chicken,  which  he  foon  after¬ 
wards  vomited  up,  without  complaining  of  any  pain  in 
the  ftomach  at  the  time  ;  nor  was  there  any  previous 
reafon  to  fufpedt  any  diforder  of  the  primæ  viæ.  He 
was  again  reftribted  to  the  ufe  of  broth,  which,  with  a 
fmall  quantity  of  wine,  was  his  only  nourifhment  ;  nor 
was  it  but  by  degrees  that  the  ftomach  regained  its 
power  of  retaining  folid  food. 

On  the  1 8th,  the  wound,  formed  by  the  entrance 
of  the  ball,  wras  nearly  cicatrized  ;  but,  at  prefent,  no 
change  was  oblerved  at  the  counter-opening.  The 
fuppuration  was  plentiful  and  ierous.  The  patient 
complained  of  pain,  and  a  fenfe  of  weight  in  the  part: 
the  pulie  was  hard  and  concentrated.  Two  days  pre¬ 
vious  to  this,  the  poultice  had  been  left  off  and  the 
wound  dreffed  dry. 

On  the  evening  of  the  21ft,  a  hemorrhage  radier 
confiderable  took  place;  nearly  two  porringers  of 
thick  blood  was  difeharged  of  a  deep  colour,  which 
/ed  to  a  prefumption  that  it  wras  venous.  By  em¬ 
ploying  a  flight  degree  of  compreffion  it  was  ftopt. 

The  fenfibility  in  the  thigh,  mentioned  before, 
again  recurred.  The  quantity  of  nounihment  was 
fl ill  more  diminifhed  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  a 
diarrhoea,  which  fatigued  the  patient  extremely,  fome 
fpoonfuls  of  rice-cream  were  preferibed. 
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On  the  2  2d,  a  linen  tent  was  introduced  into  the 
pofterior  wound,  and  the  patient  recommended  to  lay 
on  this  part,  with  the  view  of  facilitating  the  dilcharge 
of  any  blood  or  matter  that  might  have  colledted  in 
the  abdominal  cavity.  There  was  no  return  of  the 
hemorrhage  :  the  fuppuration  increafed  -,  but,  at  the 
end  of  Ibme  days,  improved  in  colour  and  thicknefs, 
and  became  perfe&ly  inodorous. 

On  the  26th,  die  anterior  wound  was  cicatrized. 
From  the  27th  to  the  .35th  day,  no  circumftance  oc« 
currcd  worthy  of  remark  ;  the  pain  and  tenfion  had 
fubfided,  and  the  fenfibility  of  the  thigh  was  much 
diminifhed  :  the  tent  was  withdrawn,  and  the  wound 
drefTed  with  dry  lint.  The  fuppuration  retained  the 
fame  quality,  and  diminifhed  in  quantity  every  day. 

The  patient  was  purged  on  the  40th  and  43d  days: 
the  day  after  the  fécond  purge  he  got  upi  but,  the  firft 
time  he  attempted  to  walk,  he  felt  a  violent  pain  in 
his  groin,  and  was  incapable  even  of  extending  either 
the  leg  or  thigh,  but,  by  means  of  gradual  exercife 
and  die  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  the  motion  of  the 
limb  was  foon  reftored.  The  patient  foon  regained 
his  health  and  ftrength  :  the  wound  began  to  heal  ; 
the  exuberant  granulations  were  touched  every  day 
with  the  lapis  infernalis.  Cicatrization  was  completed, 
and  the  patient  completely  cured  by  the  66th  day  after 
die  accident. 
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Cafes  to  prove  that  the  Eulfation  is  an  uncertain  Sign  of 

the  Exiftence  of  Aneurifm . 

[By  Mr.  Antoine  Petit,  Surgeon- in- Chief  eled 
of  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  at  Lyons.] 


CASE  I. 


NN  Vachot,  of  Saint  Maury,  in  Breffe,  was  bom 


L  JL  with  a  tumour  on  her  chin,  of  the  fize  and  ihape 
of  a  fmall  flrawberry,  without  pain,  heat,  or  dis¬ 
colouration  of  the  (kin.  As  this  tumour  produced  no 
uneafinefs  or  inconvenience  whatever,  it  excited  little 
attention,  particularly  as  it  did  not  feem  to  increale 
with  the  growth  of  the  child.  For  the  firft  fifteen 
years  there  was  but  little  alteration  ;  but,  about  the 
menftrual  period,  it  increafed  fuddenly  to  double  the 
fize,  and  became  more  elongated  in  its  form:  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  pure  red  blood  was  obferved  to  ooze  from  its 
extremity.  This  flux  became,  in  fome  meafure,  pe¬ 
riodical,  and  fometimes  was  fufficiently  abundant  to 
produce  an  alarming  degree  of  weaknefs.  Each  pe¬ 
riod  of  its  return  was  preceded  by  a  violent  pain  in 
the  head  and  a  numbnefs. 

Before  and  after  the  appearance  of  thefe  fy mptoms, 
there  was  no  alteration  in  the  fize  of  the  tumour; 


the 
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the  only  difference  to  be  remarked  was  a  fmall  en¬ 
largement  of  the  cutaneous  veins,  with  an  increafe 
of  heat  in  the  part,  occafioning  feme  degree  of 
feeling. 

The  menies  at  length  took  place,  but  in  fmall 
quantity  and  at  irregular  periods,  without  influencing 
die  quantity  of  blood  difeharged  from  the  tumour  or 
the  frequency  of  its  return. 

The  breails  were  not  enlarged  till  a  late  period,  nor 
did  the  approach  of  puberty  feem  to  have  its  accuf- 
tomed  influence  on  thofe  glands. 

Tills  young  woman,  who  was  ftrong  and  healthy 3 
had  attained  her  24th  year,  when  ffie  was  admitted  into 
the  Hôtel  Dieu,  at  Lyons,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1791 
At  this  period  it  was  not  a  mere  Ample  deformity 
but  a  real  difeafe,  which  obliged  her  to  have  recourfc 
to  the  affiftance  of  art. 

In  the  courfe  of  three  years  it  increafed  to  three 
times  its  original  flze.  Its  fhape  now  refembled  ; 
middling- fized  pear,  and  adhered  to  the  chin  by  it: 
bafe.  It  remained  nearly  as  indolent  as  before,  bu 
the  fenfation  of  heat  was  more  lively  and  confiant 
An  evident  pulfe  was  felt  throughout  its  whole  ex* 
tent,  particularly  at  its  apex,  which  was  fhining  anc 
of  a  red  colour,  the  only  part  that  feemed  in  an] 
degree  altered.  On  examination,  this  pulfation  feem' 
ed  weaker,  and  to  come  from  a  greater  depth  a 
you  approached  the  bafe  of  the  tumour,  where  it  en 
tirely  di (appeared. 

1  he  fubclavian,  carotid,  external  maxillary,  anc 
temporal,  arteries  had  fuffered  no  alteration,  eithe: 

il 


(  75  ■  ) 


i  their  diameters  or  mode  of  pulfation.  No  flu&ua- 
on  was  feit  in  the  tumour,  nor  did  it  diminiffi  in  fize 
y  preffure  ;  iome  little  inequalities  were  felt  under  the 
kin,  which  might  have  been  taken  for  lymphatic 
lands. 

Although  there  was  fome  difficulty  to  believe  it  an 
neurifm,  from  its  fituation,  where  the  veffels  are  fmall, 
et,  from  the  pulfation  which  accompanied  the  tu¬ 
mour,  and  the  blood  which  it  difcharged  at  different 
eriods,  the  fufpicion  w?as  juftified,  that  either  blood 
as  effufed  in  the  interior  part,  or  that  a  confiderable 
datation  had  taken  place  of  the  veffels  that  fupplied 
.  The  ligature  was  preferred  to  the  infiniment  with 
æ  cutting  edge  for  the  extirpation  of  this  tumour, 
lough  the  lower  jaw  would  have  afforded  a  point  of 
ipport  fufficient  for  the  fuppreffion  of  any  hemorrhage 
îat  might  occur  :  the  application  of  the  ligature  was. 
o  affurance  againfl  this  accident,  and,  in  cafe  of  he- 
îorrhage,  its  fuppreffion  would  have  been  more  düü- 
ult  ;  but,  notwithffanding  this,  the  ligature  was  ap- 
lied  io  days  after  her  admiffion  into  the  hofpitaff 
îough  not  very  tightly  drawn  :  the  tumour  became 
veiled,  painful,  and  tenfe. 

The  cuticle  rofe  up  in  vehicles,  which  difcharged  a 
anfiderable  quantity  of  ferofity.  The  puifations* 
hich  at  Riff  feerned  to  dilappear,  were  felt  more  for- 
ibiy  than  before,  and  became  fatiguing  to  the  patient, 
"he  ferous  difcharge  continued  in  the  fame  quantity 
11  the  4th  day,  when  it  begun  to  diminiffi.  The 
ight  between  the  4th  and  5th  day,  after  the  applica- 
on  of  die  ligature,  a  confiderable  hemorrhage  took: 
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place  from  a  fmall  fifiure  on  the  right  and  fuperi< 
part  of  the  tumour,  whole  pulfatory  adtion  was  no 
fênfibly  lefs,  without  any  diminution  in  the  bulk  of  tl 
tumour.  The  blood  ftopt  of  itfelf ;  but,  from  the  weal 
nefs  of  the  patient,  it  was  neceffary  to  fupport  h< 
with  cordials. 

9 

In  the  courfe  of  the  6  th  day,  fhe  was  tranquil  :  d' 
tumour  at  this  period  afforded  a  more  fhining  appeal 
ance,  and  thofe  points  on  the  furface  where  the  vefich 
had  formed  took  on  a  white  appearance,  and  began  t 
fuppurate  ;  the  difeharge  was  at  this  time  ferous.  C 
the  7th,  an  obfeure  pulfatory  motion  was  felt.  Tl 
patient  felt  herfelf  better  ;  her  ftrength  improved,  tl 
ligature  that  had  been  tightened  at  different  times  ha 
divided  the  tumour  at  a  confiderable  degree  of  dept] 
On  the  nthday,  as  the  ligature  appeared  to  adhei 
only  by  a  narrow  pedicle,  and  the  hemorrhage  ha 
not  been  renewed,  it  was  feparated  by  the  biftour 
A  few  drops  of  bipod  only  efcaped.  Simple  dreffin< 
were  applied,  and  no  particular  circumftance  occurrc 
during  the  formation  of  the  cicatrix,  which  was  pei 
fedted  by  the  19th  of  April,  16  days  after  the  corr 
plete  feparadon  of  the  tumour,  and  36  after  the  appli 
cation  of  the  ligature. 

When  the  tumour  was  opened,  it  was  found  corr 
pofed  of  a  white  cellular  fubflance,  hard,  and  fimil; 
in  texture  to  the  fkin  of  a  hog  :  a  number  of  blooc 
veffels  were  found  diffufed  through  its  furface  ;  an< 
under  the  fkin  that  covered  the  tumour,  they  wei 
more  numerous  than  natural 
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CASE  II. 

M  Leclerc,  41  years  of  age,  and  of  a  weak  con- 
•  ftitution,  had  an  operation  performed  in  the 
Hôtel  Dieu,  at  Paris,  on  the  26th  of  February,  1789, 
for  a  cancer  in  the  left  bread,  large  in  fize,  and  ul¬ 
cerated  throughout  its  whole  extent.  The  wound 
healed  completely,  and  the  patient  left  the  hofpital 
on  the  9th  of  the  following  May,  with  a  fenfe  of 
languor,  to  which  fhe  had  been  accuftomed  before  the 
operation.  At  the  expiration  of  fix  months,  fhe  ex¬ 
perienced  a  dull  fenfe  of  pain  in  the  axilla  of  the  fame 
fide.  A  tumour  now  appeared  above,  and  near  the 
external  angle  of  the  cicatrix.  The  tumour  was  hard* 
and  without  difcolouration.  It  increaled  in  growth 
very  (lowly,  and,  on  her  admiffion  into  the  hofpital* 
in  January,  1791,  neither  undulation  or  pulfation  were 
felt  in  its  fubftance. 

This  patient,  whofe  complaint  was  viewed  as  a  re¬ 
newal  of  the  cancerous  affection,  was  deemed  incu¬ 
rable,  and  fent  to  the  hofpital  of  St.  Louis.  The 
nature  of  the  tumour  foon  changed,  the  pains  became 
acute,  it  augmented  in  fize,  and  foon  acquired  the 
bignefs  of  a  fift  :  it  became  gradually  for'ter,  and  a 
fluctuation  was  now  perfectly  evident.  The  patient 
was  in  this  fituation  when  examined  by  Mr.  Default, 
who,  feeling  no  pulfation,  but  only  a  fenfe  of  undu¬ 
lation,  made  no  hefitation  in  opening  it.  On  the 

firft 
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firft  ftroke  of  the  biftoury,  inftead  of  pus,  a  quantity 
of  coagula  and  fluid  blood  was  difcharged,  which  con¬ 
tinued  to  flow  till  a  compreffton  was  made  on  the 
axillary  artery.  Mr.  Default  enlarged  the  external 
opening  in  the  breafl  and  axilla,  and,  after  clearing 
away  the  coagula,  and  relaxing,  in  a  flight  degree, 
the  compreflion  on  the  axillary  artery,  was  fatisfied 
that  the  blood  was  difeharged  from  one  of  the  thoracic 
arteries.  A  ligature  was  faffed  above  and  another 
below  the  divifion,  which  was  fufficient  to  put  a  flop 
to  the  hemorrhage.  The  wound  was  dreffed  with 
dofiils  of  lint,  fprinkléd  with  colophony  :  coarfe  lint 
applied  over  the  whole,  and  retained  in  its  fituation 
by  means  of  a  moderate  tight  bandage. 

The  patient  fupported  the  operation  with  courage, 
and  was  fufficiently  well  to  be  carried  to  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  where  Ihe  could  be  more  immediately  under 
the  infpedtion  of  Mr.  Default.  Two  days  after  the 
operation,  the  fuperficial  lint  was  removed,  and  the 
reft  moiftened  with  an  emollient  decodtion.  On  the 
7th,  the  whole  lint  was  removed,  which  came  away  as 
eaflly  as  fuppuration  was  eflablifhed  :  the  bottom  was 
cleaned  by  the  ufe  of  an  emollient  injection.  The  pa¬ 
tient  was  diredted  to  take  a  decodtion  of  rice,  fweeten- 
ed  with  flrup  of  quinces,  to  check  a  confiderable  diar¬ 
rhoea,  which  fatigued  her  extremely,  and  with  which 
fhe  had  ever  been  affedted,  previous  to  the  operation. 
The  wound  went  on  well  :  fhe  was  imprudent  enough 
to  ufe  a  good  deal  of  exercile,  and  move  the  affedted 
arm.  Sometime  afterwards  there  was  an  oozing  of 
blood,  which  was  checked  by  doffils  of  lint,  fprinkled 
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with  colophony.  The  appearance  of  the  wound  now 
feemed  to  improve  ;  but,  foon  afterwards,  there  was  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  fungi  made  their  appearance 
on  the  anterior,  fuperior,  and  poherior,  edges,  which 
afforded  a  continual  difcharge  of  blood.  Compreffion, 
by  means  of  bandage,  was  employed,  and  die  wound 
ftill  dreffed  with  dry  lint  and  colophony. 

Each  day  there  was  a  return  of  fmall  hemorrhages* 
which  were  proportionably  difficult  to  flop,  as  the' 
blood  was  in  a  diifolved  (late  and  came  from  the  whole 
furface  of  the  wound  :  it  was  checked,  however,  by 
proper  attention. 

The  patient  grew  more  and  more  enfeebled,  and  was 
more  inconvenienced  than  ever  by  the  diarrhoea* 
which  had  never  ceafed  from  the  time  of  her  admiffion 
into  the  hofpital. 

She  funk  under  her  complaint  52  days  after  the 
operation  ;  and,  from  the  quick  putrefaction  that 
took  place,  the  body  was  not  examined. 

Mr.  Petit  obfcrves*  that  the  publication  of  thefe 
two  cafes  ferve  to  prove,  that  puifation,  one  of  the 
principal  pathognomonic  fymptoms  of  areurifm,  is 
equivocal  and  uncertain. 

In  the  firffi  cafe,  the  tumour  was  farcomatous,  and 
afforded  a  pulfatory  expanfive  motion,  perfectly  fimi- 
lar  to  that  kind  of  pulfation  that  is  laid  to  be  a  cha- 
rafteriftic  proof  of  the  exiftence  of  aneurifm. 

In  the  fécond  cafe,  the  tumour  w7as  really  aneurif- 
fnal,  and  afforded  no  pulfation;  and  the  commemorative 
fymptoms,  fo  far  from  inducing  a  fufpicion  that  the 
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turnout  was  fanguineous,  only  led  to  the  idea  of  its 
being  of  a  cancerous  defeription. 


Cafe  of  a  Gun - Jhot  iVound  through  the  Thigh* 


[By  Mr.  Labistide,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  j 

JOSEPH  Thé  venin,  22  years  of  age,  on  the  14th 
of  July,  1789,  whilft  aflifting  at  the  attack  of  the 
Baftile,  experienced  a  fenfe  of  confiderable  numbneft 
in  the  right  foot  as  he  was  crofling  the  draw* bridge. 
Pie  conceived  that  he  was  wounded  ;  but,  not  percei¬ 
ving  the  wound,  he  fhook  his  leg  with  the  view  of 
difTipating  what  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  cramp  :  he  then 
took  to  his  arms,  paffed  the  bridge,  and  joined  the 
reft  of  the  afTailants.  About  eight  minutes  afterwards, 
he  felt  his  ftrength  diminifh,  and  fuddenly  his  body 
was  covered  with  a  cold  fweat  :  one  of  the  French 
guards,  who  fought  by  his  fide,  to  whom  he  had 
communicated  his  fituation,  remarked  that  his  breeches 
were  ftained  with  blood.  He  retired  to  a  W2Ü,  làc 
down,  and  wrapt  a  handkerchief  round  his  thigh. 

Though  he  had  not  loft  much  blood  and  was  full 
of  courage,  he  was  incapable  of  rifing.  They  took 
him  to  a  neighbouring  church,  drefted  his  wounds, 

and 
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and  thence  conveyed  him  on  a  litter  to  the.  Hôtel 
Dieu. 

A  ball  had  palled  through  the  thigh,  in  an  oblique 
direction,  from  above  downwards  ;  its  entrance  was 
obferved  at  the  middle  part  of  the  thigh  internally, 
and  a  little  pofteriorly  ;  and  the  wound,  made  by  its 
external  palfage,  was  fituated  on  the  inferior  part  and 
the  outfide  of  the  thigh. 

The  wounds  were  round,  and  did  not  perfedlly  cor- 
refpond  to  the  diameter  of  the  ball.  At  this  time 
there  was  tenfion  and  fwelling  *  of  the  furrounding 
parts. 

Mr.  Default  enlarged  the  wounds,  from  above 
downwards,  by  an  incifion  of  about  half  an  inch  in 
length  }  then  palled  a  feton  in  the  courfe  of  the  ball  ; 
being  firft  fatisfied  of  its  direction,  and  convinced  that 
it  was  unconnected  with  the  large  velTels  of  the  thigh, 
which  were  fituated  a  few  lines  more  forward  :  the 
orifices  of  the  wounds  were  covered  with  foft  lint,  and 
the  thigh  covered  with  an  emollient  cataplafm,  moiflen- 
ed  with  aq.  veg.  and  covered  with  comprelfes  moiften- 
ed  in  the  fame  fluid.  As  there  were  no  fymptoms  ot 
plethora,  vcnæfedlion  was  not  ordered  :  he  was  only 
kept  on  flriet  diet,  with  a  relaxing  drink,  fweetened 
with  firup  of  lemons. 

The  edges  of  the  wound,  the  next  day,  were  a 
little  fwelled,  and  the  tenfion  greater  than  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening  :  there  was  appearance  of  ecchymofis 
in  different  parts  of  the  thigh.  Thefe  fymptoms  in- 
creafed,  and,  on  the  3d  day,  there  w^as  confiderable 
hardnefs  of  the  parts,  contiguous  to  the  wround,  with 
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a  [welling  cf  the  whole  thigh.  —  There  was  little 
fever. 

On  the  4th,  the  fkin  became  hot  and  dry,  the  pulfe 
frequent,  hard,  and  railed;  die  mouth  clammy  and 
furred;  g  j.  of  cream  of  tartar  was  ordered  to  each  pint 
of  drink,  which  produced  two  copious  llools  towards 
the  evenings 

The  following  night  he  was  quiet  ;  and,  the  next 
day,  there  was  little  remaining  fever  or  heat  on  the 
fkin  ;  the  fwelling  of  the  thigh  had  diminifhed  at  the 
lame  time,  and  fuppuration  began  to  be  eftablifhed. 
The  ufe  of  the  cream  of  tartar  was  per  filled  in  for  a 
few  days,  but  in  fmaller  doles. 

On  the  6th,  the  wounds  furnifhed  an  abundant 
fuppuration,  of  good  quality  and  without  fmell  :  the 
quantity  now  daily  diminifhed  in  proportion  as  it  im¬ 
proved  in  confidence  :  the  tendon  and  fwelling  kept 
continually  decreafing  till  the  15th  day,  when  they  had 
totally  ftibfided.  Five  days  afterwards  the  feton  was 
fuppreded. 

On  the  30th,  the  fuppuration  had  ccafed  :  the 
wounds,  at  this  time,  were  rather  pale  in  appearance, 
and  required,  as  a  dimulus,  to  be  dightly  touched 
with  the  lapis  infernalis. 

In  two  days  the  poultice  was  left  off,  but  the  ufe  of 
the  comprelfes,  dipt  in  the  aq.  veg.  min.  were  per- 
iided  in  till  cicatrization  was  completed.  The  limb 
now  admitted  of  a  flight  degree  of  motion,  which, 
till  this  period,  could  not  be  effected. 

ê 

The  patient  got  up  on  the  36th  day  for  the  firfV 
time,  and  was  able  to  walk  with  the  affidance  of 

crutches. 


was 
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crutches,’ which  he  left  off  in  three  days,  and 
capable  of  fupporting  himfelf  on  his  leg.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  ufe  a  good  deal  of  exercife  for  feme  time  : 
and,  when  he  left  the  hofpital  on  the  14th  of  September, 
the  ufe  and  motions  of  the  limb  were  perfectly 
recovered. 


y 

Cafe  of  a  Cancer  of  the  Penh  cured  hy  Amputation , 

/ 


[By  Mr.  Corig  Nr,  Surgeon,  at  Torigni.] 


MR.  G - ,  of  Torigni,  in  Lower  Normandy, 

75  yeais  of  age,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  17 87,  experienced  a  confiderable  itching  at  the 
end  of  his  penis,  to  which  fucceeded  an  excoriation, 

attended  with  extreme  pain.  Mr.  G - continued 

to  mount  on  horfeback  as  ufual,  to  fulfil  the  duties  of 
his  profefiion;  but,  from  the  fhaking  neceffarily  con- 
fequent  to  this  exercife,  great  irritation  was  produced  : 
confiderable  fwelling  fupervened  and  affedled  the  whole 
penis,  which  compelled  him  to  remain  at  home  in  a 
ffate  of  reff.  He  fomented  the  part  immediately  with 
brandy  and  water,  which  had  no  influence  in  checking 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  glans, 

F  3  after 
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after  fwelling  extremely,  ulcerated,  and  difeharged  a 
quantity  of  ichorous  green  and  extremely  fetid  matter. 
The  veins  of  this  part  foon  became  varicous,  the  cor¬ 
pora  cavernofa  aifedted,  the  pain  became  in  the  higheft 
degree  excruciating,  and  allowed  no  reft  to  the  pa¬ 
tient. 

This  man  palled  four  or  five  months  in  this  ftate, 
without  confulting  any  profeftional  men  on  the  fub- 
jedt  ;  nor  was  it  till  the  difeafe  had  attained  its  utmoft 
virulence,  that  he  furmounted  the  falfe  fhame,  which 
had  hitherto  prevented  him  from  difclofing  his  true 
fituation.  He  called  in,  fucceftlvely,  a  variety  of 
different  furgeons,  who  recommended  different  means 
of  cure  ;  but  their  effedls  did  not  anfwer  the  flattering 
hopes  he  had  conceived. 

Mr.  Corigni  was  called  in  on  the  12th  of  Auguft. 
In  confultation,  on  tire  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  and 
after  the  recital  of  the  fymptoms  above -related,  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  pronouncing  on  the  charadler  of 
the  difeafe. 

Mr.  Corigni  propofed  amputation  of  the  penis,  as 
the  only  means  of  cure  ;  viewing  every  other  method 
as  ufelefs,  and  attended  with  danger.  Fomentations 
were  ordered,  compofed  of  marfhmallows  and  elder- 
flower  water,  and  a  cooling  regimen  enjoined.  Three 
days  afterwards,  the  tongue  was  a  little  furred,  which 
fymptom  was  removed  by  a  flight  purge. 

The  1 8th  of  Auguft,  being  fixed  for  the  operation, 
three  furgeons,  and  a  phyfician  in  the  confidence  of 
the  family,  were  invited  to  be  prelcnt.  On  their 
meeting  in  the  patient’s  chamber,  Mr.  Corigni  was 
^  furprifed 
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fi-irprifed  to  hear  the  phyfician  and  two  of  the  forgeons 
propole  to  make  a  fimple  incifion  on  the  extremity  of 
the  penis,  which  was  hard,  fwelled,  and  painful  :  with 
the  view  of  unloading  the  parts,  and  obtain,  perhaps, 
by  this  means,  the  cure  of  the  patient.  This  propo- 
fition,  lefs  terrifying  than  the  other  to  the  patient  and 
his  relations,  was  adopted,  in  fpite  of  all  the  rep  re  - 
fentations  made  by  his  other  colleague,  to  prove  the 
necefiity  of  amputation.  They  could  not  conceive  that 
this  incifion,  initead  of  alleviating  the  difeafe,  which  was 
certainly  a  cancer,  could  encreafe  its  violence,  and 
might  render  ufelefs,  in  the  lequel,  the  only  poffble 
operation  that  could  be  propofed  to  prolong  the  life  of 
this  unfortunate  patient. 

It  was  neceffary  to  yield  to  the  opinion  of  the  ma¬ 
jority.  Mr.  Corigni  defired  the  three  practitioners  to 
trace  the  line  he  fhould  follow,  and  the  parts  they 
wifhed  to  be  incifed  :  this  they  did,  and  Mr.  Corigni 
incifed  the  parts,  agreeably  to  their  directions.  The 
wound  was  d  relied  with  fine  lint,  and  covered  with 
compreffes,  which  were  removed  each  time  he  had 
occafion  to  urine:  the  ordinary  fomentations  were 
continued.  The  next  day  the  edges  were  hard,  ex¬ 
tremely  painful,  and  turned  back  :  the  penis  was  of  a 
confiderable  fize;  its  body  became  hard  and  fchirrus, 
and  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  in  fix  days,  the  difeafe  had 
affeCted  two  inches  more  of  the  penis,  which  might  have 
been  preferved  by  performing  the  operation  looner. 

The  rapid  progrefs  of  the  difeaie,  announcing  the 
urgency  of  the  operation  in  the  firit  inftançe  pro- 
pofed*  induced  Mr.  Corigni  to  inform  the  family 

F  4  again* 
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again,  that,  if  it  were  deferred  even  for  a  few  days,  death 
would  be  the  inevitable  confequence.  The  two  fur- 
geons  and  the  phyfician  were  again  confulted  j  the  two 
former  attended,  who  agreed  in  the  neceffity  of  not. 
deferring  the  operation  :  it  was  performed  on  the  25th 
cf  Auguft,  in  the  following  manner:— The  patient  was 
brought  and  fupported  on  the  edge  of  his  bed,  his 
thighs  feparated  and  fecured  by  two  a  (liftants,  and  his 
body  fupported  by  a  ft rong  man,  who  placed  himftelf 
behind.  Mr.  Corigni  placed  himfelf  oppofite  the  pa- 
tient,  and  took  hold  of  the  body  of  the  penis  with  the 
left  hand,  and,  with  the  biftcoury  in  his  right,  carried 
under  the  penis  with  the  edge  upwards,  formed  a  femi- 
lunar  incifion  from  the  right  to  the  left,  (with  reipect  to 
the  patient,)  extending  above  three  lines  above  the  di.- 
feafed  part,  near  to  the  ferotum:  the  urethra  and  nearly 
half  of  the  corpora  cavernofa  were  comprehended  in 
this  feftion  ;  and,  by  reverfing  the  edge  of  the  biftoury, 
and  directing  it  from  ab.ove  downwards,  the  total  fec- 
tion  of  the  penis  was  completed.  The  different  arte¬ 
ries  were  fecured  by  ligatures,  and  a  catheter  of  the 
elaftic  gum  introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  pro¬ 
perly  fecured,  to  facilitate  the  paffage  of  the  urine  ; 
the  wound  was  drafted  with  fine  lint,  powdered  with 
colophony,  and  covered  with  proper  compreffes.  The 
draftings  were  fecured  by  a  T-bandage  and  a  fcapulary. 
A  cooling  diet  was  enjoined  :  he  was  cafy  the  firft  day 
and  night  fubfequept  to  the  operation;  the  following 
days  and  nights  he  continued  much  the  fame.  On 
the  4th,  the  lint  was  perfectly  detached  by  the  fuppu- 
rative  procefs,  and  expofed  a  \vound  of  a  red  healthy 

.  appearance. 
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appearance.  The  dre  (Tings  were  continued  with  dry 
lint,  the  edges  were  only  dreffed  with  flips  of  fine 
linen,  dipt  in  cerate,  to  prevent  the  adhefion  of  the 
lint.  The  firft  eight  days  pafled  without  any  accident: 
a  fmall  quantity  of  folid  food,  fuçh  as  poultry,  frefh 
eggs,  &c.  was  permitted. 

The  fécond  week  pafled  the  fame  as  the  firft.  Mi\ 
Corigni  wifhed  the  patient  to  have  fome  kind  of  an 
iflue,  but  could  not  obtain  his  confient.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  hinder  the  cicatrization  of  the  wound, 
which  certainly  would  have  been  completed  in  five 
weeks  :  but,  a  few  days  before  the  expiration  of  this 
time,  he  had  the  imprudence  to  wididraw  the  catheter, 
without  Mr.  Corigni’s  confient,  who  had  been  abfent 
for  two  days.  The  next  day  the  external  opening  of 
the  urethra  was  clofed  to  finch  a  degree,  that  the  urine 
could  only  pafs  drop  by  drop,  and  with  confiderable 
pain.  He  pafled  48  hours  in  this  ftate  :  Mr.  Corigni, 
on  his  arrival,  made  many  fruitlefs  attempts  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  catheter,  but  was  prevented  by  the  fenfibility 
of  the  parts,  and  the  tightnefs  of  the  paflage.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  Mr.  Corigni  judged  proper  to 
apply  a  fmall  piece  of  cauftic  (tone,  and  afterwards  cut 
off  the  dead  parts  as  far  as  the  urethra.  The  paflage 
being  now  free,  a  great  quantity  of  urine  was  eva¬ 
cuated,  which  gave  inftant  eafe  to  the  patient.  The 
catheter  was  again  introduced  into  the  bladder,  and 
taken  out  every  four  days  to  be  cleaned,  to  prevent 
incruftations  :  the  patient  wore  it  till  cicatrization  was 
completed,  which  did. not  take  place  till  the  68th  day 
after  the  operation,  when  rifis  patient  recovered  his 

health 
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health  and  ftrength,  and  followed  his  ufual  courfe  of 
life,  wliich  had  been  interrupted  for  mere  than  eight 
months.  A  kind  of  filver  funnel  was  invented,  and 

adapted  to  the  opening  in  the  urethra,  wl  c  1  lie  wifhed 

» 

to  evacuate  his  bladder:  this  inftrun  em;  iimple  in  its 
conftru£tion,  ferved  to  diredt  the  urine  prevent 
his  clothes  being  wet.  Four  years  af  '.ration, 

4 

he  enjoyed,  in  every  particular,  fuel  i  .  *  :  ate  of 

health,  that  no  apprehenfion  was  entertained  u  a  re* 
lapfe. 


Continuation  of  the  AbftraSl  of  Mr.  Desault’s  LtBures . 


Dijeafes  of  the  Urinary  Organs  continued . 

Retention  of  Urine  produced  by  an  Alteration  in  the  Na¬ 
tural  Situation  of  the  Vifcera  of  the  Pelvis . 


THE  difplacement  of  the  vifcera,  which  frequently 
gives  rife  to  retention  of  urine,  are  retroverfion 
of  the  uterus,  a  prolapfus  of  this  vifeus,  of  the  vagina, 
or  the  redtum. — If  we  attend  to  the  intimate  connec¬ 
tion  exifting  between  the  bladder,  the  uterus,  and  va¬ 
gina,  we  ihall  admit  that  thtfe  parts  cannot  be  dis¬ 
placed 
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placed  without  dragging  the  bladder  with  it,  and  that 
in  this  ftate  of  derangement,  with  whatever  force  it 
may  act,  it  can  never  completely  contract  on  itfelf 
fufficient  to  eftebl  the  total  expulfion  of  the  urine  :  to 
this  deficient  abtion  of  the  bladder,  is  necefiarily  added 
an  increaled  rcfiftance  on  the  part  of  the  urethra.  The 
beginning  of  this  canal,  drawn  away  with  the  bladder, 
changes  its  natural  direction,  which  cannot  take  place 
without  the  comprefiion  of  its  fides  againft  each  other; 
confequently,  producing  more  or  lei's  obftrublion  to 
the  paifage  of  the  urine.  It  is  thus  that  the  os  tincæ, 
in  the  retroverfion  of  the  uterus,  when  carried  above 
the  pubis,  draws  with  it  the  pofterior  part  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  which,  from  its  continuity,  diftends  the  beginning 
of  the  urethra,  draws  it  upwards,  increafes  the  cur¬ 
vature  of  this  canal  under  the  fymphifis  pubis,  againft 
which  it  is  forcibly  applied.  In  the  prolap  fus  and  in- 
verfion  of  the  uterus,  vagina,  or  reblum,  the  pofte¬ 
rior  part  of  the  bladder,  inftead  of  being  carried  up¬ 
ward  and  forward,  is  drawn  downwards  and  back¬ 
wards,  and  the  natural  curvature  of  the  urethra  is  to- 

* 

tally  changed.  So  far  from  a  confiderable  concavity 
exifting  under  the  pubis,  as  in  the  cafe  of  retroverfion, 
the  bladder  prefents  at  this  part  a  convex  appearance  ; 
a  dilpofition  of  parts,  which  fhould  always  be  held  in 
view  in  pafting  the  catheter,  as  it  throws  a  light  on 
the  curvature  and  direbtion,  we  fhould  give  to  the 
infiniment  to  facilitate  its  introdublion. 

It  is  always  eafy  to  difcem  and  diftinguifh  fymptoms 
of  the  fame  fpecies,  as  when  retention  of  urine  is  oc- 
caftoned  by  displacement  of  the  vifcera,  the  reunion 

of 
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of  figns,  peculiar  to  each  déplacement,  and,  with  the 
common  fymptoms  of  retention,  allure  the  diagnoftic. 

If  the  retroverfion  of  the  uterus  is  the  caufe  of  the 
accident,  by  the  introduction  of  the  finger  in  the 
vagina,  we  may  fed,  at  the  anterior  of  its  cavity,  a 
tumour,  formed  by  the  collection  of  the  urine  n  the 
bladder.  The  os  tincæ  is  no  longer  in  its  natun  na¬ 
tion,  it  is  turned  forward  and  above  the  tumou) .  ;  ft 

the  bottom  of  the  uterus  is  directed  backwards*  a  d 
the  redtum  and  anterior  part  of  the  facrum.  We  e  n  * 
not  always  reach  as  high  as  the  os  tincæ  when  me  re¬ 
tention  of  urine  is  complete  and  the  bladder  confide  a- 
bly  diftended  ;  under  thefe  circumftances  v/e  fhonld 
fufpend  our  judgement  on  the  particular  caufe  of  the 
complaint,  until  we  have  palled  the  catheter  to  evacuate 
the  urine  5  and,  by  this  means,  be  enabled  to  examine 
the  ftate  of  the  uterus  ;  but,  if  inflead  of  finding  the 
es  tincæ  high  and  forward,  we  fhould  difeover  it  nearly 
or  out  of  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained,  that  the  retention  is  produced  by  a  pro- 
lapfus  of  the  uterus  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  fhall  be 
convinced  that  it  depends  on  an  inverfion  of  that  vifeus, 
when  it  comes  on  a  fhort  time  after  child-bed,  or  after 
the  paffage  of  a  uterine  polypus,  &c,  we  feel,  in  the 
vagina,  a  femicircular  body,  nightly  painful,  unequal, 
firm,  furrounded  by  a  kind  of  collar,  which  Items  more 
or  lels  to  tighten  it,  and  round  which  the  finger  may 
be  pafied  j  or  when  we  perceive,  out  of  the  cavity  of 
the  vagina,  in  cafes  of  complete  inverfion,  a  large 
tumour,  rounded  at  its  inferior  part,  without  any 
tranfverfe  fifiure,  red  and  unequal,  with  fmall  deep 

apertures. 
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apertures,  through  which  the  blood  flows  at  the 
mcnftrual  period. 

We  allb  know  that  retention  is  caufed  by  inverfion 
of  the  vagina,  by  the  appearance  of  the  tumour  5 
fometimes  elongated  in  the  form  of  a  pudding,  and 
fometimes  in  the  fhape  of  a  collar,  irregular  and 
folded  in  its  appearance,  red,  puckered,  and  pierced, 
with  a  circular  opening,  through  which  the  neck  of 
the  uterus  might  be  felt,  generally  firuated  lower 
than  natural  :  it  is  known  when  the  urine  is  retained  by 
the  inverfion  of  the  redtum,  when  the  difficulty  and 
impoffibiiity  of  voiding  the  urine  does  not  come  on 
till  a  few  hours  after  the  inversion  takes  place,  and 
when  no  other  obftruction  ot  the  urinary  pallages  has 
preceded. 

Thefe  fpecies  of  retention  rarely  terminate  fatally, 
they  generally  fubfide  by  the  reduction  of  the  dis¬ 
placed  vifeus,  and  the  replacement  of  the  bladder, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  urethra,  unlefs  the 
coats  of  the  bladder  have  been  much  enfeebled  by 
the  too-violent  diftenfion  of  its  fibres  :  in  this  cafe  we 
muft  have  recourfe  to  the  remedies  we  have  before 
pointed  out. 

The  reduction  of  the  vifeera  is  the  firft  indication 
we  have  to  fulfil.  The  reduction  of  the  retrove rted 
uterus  ' is  often  attended  with  great  difficulty  ;  we  fuc- 
ceed,  however,  by  depreffing  the  os  tincæ,  by  preffing 
above  the  pubis,  with  two  fingers  introduced  into  the 
vagina,  whilft  a  prefiure  is  made  on  the  fundus  uteri 
with  the  finger  of  the  other  hand  introduced  up  the 
reftum.  It  is  equally  difficult  to  retain  the  part  in  its 

fituatioa 
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fituation  when  reduced.  Sometimes  an  ordinary  pcffiary 

will  effect  it  :  a  machine  is,  however,  to  be  preferred 

that  is  compofed  of  an  ivory  handle,  four  or  five 

inches  in  length,  (lightly  bent,  terminating  at  the 

point  in  the  fhape  of  an  olive  at  one  of  its  extremities, 

and  the  other  leaned  under  the  thigh  by  a  T-ban- 

dage,  This  infiniment,  introduced  up  the  redtum, 

« 

pufhes  forwards  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  and  pre¬ 
vents  its  inverfion  backwards. 

4 

With  refpedl  to  the  prolapfus  of  the  uterus,  there 
is  generally  no  great  difficulty  in  the  reduction  ;  but  it 
is  not  the  fame  with  the  inverfion  of  this  viicus,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  complete  ;  and,  when  it  has  exifled  for 
a  confiderable  time,  the  fize  of  the  uterus,  confequent 
to  the  dwelling,  becomes  confiderable,  and  that,  even  to 
this  day,  it  has  been  regarded  as  an  infurmountable 
obftacle  to  its  reduction. 

Extirpation,  by  amputation  or  ligature,  has  been 
propofed,  and  has  fometimes  been  executed  with 
fuccefs.  But  we,  however,  are  fatisfied  by  experience, 
that  a  methodical  compreffion  is  adequate  to  the 
difperfion  of  theie  fpecies  of  dwellings  ;  and  though 
we  have  not  a  cade  in  point  to  adduce,  yet,  reafoning 
from  analogy,  we  may  duppofe  that  this  vifcus  would 
regain  its  natural  fize  by  thefe  means,  and  that  then 
the  reduction  might  be  effedled  ;  or,  at  leafl,  that  it 
might  be  pudhed  up  into  the  vagina,  and  prevent  thole 
conlequences  that  would  be  inevitable  from  the  uterus 
being  left  out  of  the  orifice  of  the  vagina. 

In  cafes  ot  procidentia  ani  of  long  (landing,  com¬ 
preffion  has  been  ufed  with  fuccefs,  when  all  other 
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rlieans  have  failed.  A  linen  tent,  introduced  Up 
the  intefbne,  diffipates  the  complaint,  and  prevents 
a  relapfe. 

If  the  reduction  of  the  difplaced  vifcera  is  not  eafily 
flffedled,  or  the  fuppreffion  of  urine  removed,  and  the 
fymptoms  happen  to  be  urgent  and  ferious,  recourfe 
fhould  be  had  to  the  catheter.  Frequently  the  reduction 
is  eaficr  after  the  evacuation  of  the  urine  :  the  cavitv  of 

J 

the  pelvis  then  being  freer  affords  a  more  ready  en¬ 
trance  to  the  parts  that  had  been  difplaced:  but,  from 
the  alteration  in  the  direction  of  the  urethra,  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  catheter  is  fometimes  attended  with 
difficulty,  and  it  is  only  by  accommodating  the  inftru- 
ment  to  the  deviations  from  the  natural  curvature  of 
the  canal,  that  it  can  be  palled  into  the  bladder. 

For  example,  in  the  retro verfion  of  the  uterus,  wc 
fucceed  better  with  a  curved  catheter,  than  thofe  gene¬ 
rally  employed,  which  are  lirait.  A  curved  ca¬ 
theter  fhould  be  employed  in  cafes  of  prolapfus  and 
inverfion  of  the  uterus,  &c.  but  with  this  difference, 
that  in  a  cafe  of  retroverfion,  we  fhould  turn  the  con¬ 
cave  part  of  the  infiniment  towards  the  pubis,  and,  in 
a  cafe  of  inverfion,  we  fhould  dire 61  it  towards  the 
anus:  fometimes  we  can  fucceed  only  by  forming  a 
fort  of  borins;  motion  in  the  urethra;  and  often,  when 
folid  catheters  will  not  anfwer,  we  fucceed  by  flexible 
ones,  as  they  adapt  themfelves  better  to  the  curvatures 
of  the  canal;  but  if  the  vifcera  cannot  be  reduced, 
nor  the  catheter  paffed,  which  ought  to  be  a  very  rare 
occurrence,  and  we  fear  that  the  bladder  will  burft,  wre 
mufl  have  recourfe  to  puncture  as  a  lad  rcfource,  an 

operation 


(  94  ) 

Operation  which  wc  fhall  defcribe  with  the  greateffc 
attention. 


Retention  of  Urine  dependent  on  Comprejfon  of  the  Neck 
cf  the  Bladder  or  on  the  Urethra . 

# 

THE  caufes  tending  to  produce  a  comprefhon 
on  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  on  the  urethra, 
fufficiently  ftrong  to  obftruét  the  pafTages  of  the  urine, 
are  extremely  numerous  :  we  fhall  divide  them  into 
thofe  that  affe£t  the  uterus  and  vagina  in  women,  the 
return,  the  perinæum,  the  ferotum,  and  the  penis  in 
men. 


Retention  caufed  by  the  Prejfure  of  the  Uterus  and  Vagina 
on  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder  and  on  the  Urethra . 


THERE  are  two  periods  in  pregnancy,  when 
women  are  particularly  iubje£t  to  retention  of 
urine,  which  are  the  fourth  month  and  the  time  of  de¬ 
livery. 


(  95  ) 

livery.  To  explain  properly  how  this  circumftance 

occurs,  we  fhould  recoiled,  that  in  the  firft  months 

after  conception,  the  uterus  remains  concealed  in  the 

pelvis,  nor  does  it  rife  above  this  cavity  till  the  fifth 

month,  and  fometimes  later  ;  and  that  at  this  period, 

having  progreffively  increafed  in  fize  and  weight,  it 

defcends  lower  down  in  the  vagina,  and  comprefles 

like  a  wedge,  pofteriorly,  the  redum,  and  forwards 

the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  the  urethra,  which  it 

* 

prefles  againft  the  fymphifis  pubis,  and  fometimes  to 
luch  a  degree  as  to  clofe  the  aperture  of  this  canal 
and  prevent  the  paflage  of  the  urine.  After  this  ex¬ 
plication  of  the  alteration  in  fize  and  fituation  of  the 
uterus,  the  mechanifm  of  this  fpecies  of  retention  ap¬ 
pears  fo  (impie,  and  in  fad  fo  natural,  that  we  might 
be  induced  to  exped  it  would  occur  frequently  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  months  of  pregnancy,  but  the  truth  of 
this  fad  has  not  been  verified  in  a  very  confiderable 
number  of  women  who  have  been  delivered  in  the 
Hôtel  Dieu,  not  one  of  whom  have  mentioned  being 
troubled  with  this  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Default,  though  he  does  not  a  fier  t  that  this 
circumftance  can  never  take  place,  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  progrefiive  alteration  in  fize  and  fituation  of  the 
uterus,  will  tend  to  proted  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
and  the  urethra  from  the  effeds  of  comprefiion.  Tn 
fad  we  know,  that  the  alteration  in  the  uterus  begins 
to  take  place,  firft  in  the  fundus,  then  extends  to  its 
body,  and  that  the  neck  preferves  its  fize  and  length 
even  to  the  fixth  month  ;  a  period  when  the  uterus, 
too  voluminous  to  be  contained  in  the  little  pelvis, 
Vol.  II.  G  rifts 
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rifes  above  the  fuperior  margin.  As  long  as  this  .vifcus 
is  contained  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  being  larger 
towards  its  fundus  than  towards  the  neck,  it  ought  ra¬ 
ther  to  comprefs  the  ureters  and  the  body  of  the  blad¬ 
der  than  the  neck  of  this  vifcus  and  the  urethra,  as  its 
largefl  part  is  fituated  above,  unlels  we  fuppofe  a 
complete  defcent  of  the  uterus. 

Although  all  authors,  who  have  written  on  the 
fubjeCt  of  midwifery,  have  mentioned  retention  of 
urine  as  produced  by  the  fallen  in  g  in  of  the  head  of 
the  child  as  a  common  occurrence,  Mr.  Default  ob- 
ferves,  that  not  a  Tingle  inllance  has  occurred  in  fup- 
port  of  this  faCt  for  the  fpace  of  eight  to  ten  years  in 
the  Hôtel  Dieu,  where,  on  an  average,  from  fifteen  to 
fixteen  hundred  have  been  delivered  every  year. 
Mr.  Default  does  not  infer  from  this  remark,  that  re¬ 
tention,  produced  from  this  caufe,  has  not  in  many 
inftances  occurred,  but  at  the  lame  time  is  of  opinion, 
that  it  does  not  happen  fo  frequently  as  we  have  been 
taught  to  believe.  Women,  it  is  true,  when  the  head 
remains  long  in  the  palfage,  have  frequent  defires  to 
make  water,  which  are  apt  to  impofe  on  inattentive 
practitioners  who  are  difpofed  to  attribute  this  cir- 
cumltance  to  this  vifcus  being  diltended  with  urine, 
without  reflecting  that  irritability  can  produce  equally 
the  fame  effeCt.  When  we  refleCt  on  the  difpofition 
of  the  head  of  the  child  wedged  in  the  fmall  pelvis, 
and  conlider  at  the  fame  time  its  relative  connection 
with  the  bladder,  it  appears  that  the  body  of  this  vif¬ 
cus  and  the  ureters  are  more  expofed  to  compreflion 
than  the  urethra  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ;  and  it 


is 
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is  fufficiently  probable,  that  the  urine,  fo  far  from  col¬ 
lecting  in  this  pouch,  cannot  defcend  into  its  cavity, 
and  that  they  are  retained  in  the  ureters  :  this  conjec¬ 
ture  is  more  probable,  as  retention  of  urine  is  more 
frequently  the  concomitant  fymptom  of  the  fattening 
in  of  the  head  of  the  child,  than  fubfequent  to  this 
circumftance,  and  this  fymptom  then  happens  not 
from  the  refiftance  of  the  canal  but  from  weaknefs  of 
the  bladder,  contufed  by  the  head  of  the  infant  ;  a 
contufion  which  terminates  fometimes  by  gangrenous 
efchars  at  the  bottom  of  this  vifcus  and  at  the  corre- 
fponding  portion  of  the  vagina,  and  often  occafions 
urinary  fiftulæ,  always  difficult  and  fometimes  impof- 
fible  to  cure. 

If  a  retention  of  urine  fhould  occur  at  either  of 
thefe  periods  of  pregnancy,  we  may  inform  ourfelves 
of  the  ftate  and  lituation  of  the  uterus  and  the  head  of 
the  child,  by  means  of  the  touch,  and  we  may  learn 
from  the  patient  if  (he  has  had  any  previous  obttruc- 
tion  to  her  urine,  or  if  there  is  any  other  exiftingcaufe 
that  may  prevent  its  evacuation.  Frequent  defires  to 
make  water,  and  defeCt  of  fecretion  of  the  urine,  are 
in  this  cafe  only  equivocal  figns  of  retention  ;  for,  as 
we  have  before  obferved,  irritation  of  the  bladder  may 
produce  the  one,  and  the  other  may  depend  on  com- 
preffion  of  the  ureters  ;  if  the  retention  was  occafioned 
by  the  fuppofed  preffure  exercifed  by  the  uterus  on 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  on  the  urethra,  towards 
the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy  we  could  have  no 
ground  to  fuppofe  that  this  inconvenience  would 
fubfide  without  a  relapfe,  until  the  uterus,  in  confe- 
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quence  of  its  enlargement,  had  increafed  to  fuch  a 
fize,  as  to  rife  above  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  con- 
fequently  would  be  incapable  of  ddcending  again. 
During  this  enlargement  of  the  uterus,  the  evacuation 
of  the  urine  is  attempted  to  be  procured  by  feparating 
the  coll um  uteri  from  the  bladder  and  urethra,  by  in¬ 
troducing  the  finger  upwards,  behind,  and  a  little  on 

the  fide  of  the  fymphifis  pubis  ;  and  if  thefe  means 

% 

do  not  fucceed,  recourfe  is  had  to  the  catheter;  if 
the  retention  fhould  arife  from  the  head  of  the  child 
being  wedged  in,  the  delivery  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  to  be  finifhed,  either  by  altering  the  pofition 
of  the  head,  or  by  drawing  it  away  with  the  forceps, 
or  even  with  the  crotchet,  if  we  are  firft  affured  of 
the  death  of  the  child  :  but  before  this  operation  is 
undertaken,  the  urine  fhould  be  evacuated  with  the 
catheter.  Levret  propofed  catheters  of  a  particular 
conftruftion  in  thefe  cafes  :  he  employed  one  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Petit’s  ;  which,  inftead  of  being 
pierced  with  two  eyes  at  the  fides  of  the  beak,  had  a 
circular  opening  at  its  extremity  (hut  by  a  button  fup- 
ported  by  a  ftilet.  This  alteration  was  to  avoid  the 
inconveniences  of  lacerating  the  urethra,  an  accident 
fometimes  occafioned  by  the  eyes  of  the  catheters 
generally  employed  ;  ( fee  in  volume  the  firft  an  eafy 
method  of  ohviatbig  this  difficulty.)  In  cafes  of  pro- 
lapfus,  or  inverfion  of  the  uterus,  the  fame  author  re¬ 
commends  flat  catheters  inftead  of  the  round  ones  in 
general  ufe  ;  and  indeed  it  appears,  on  the  firft  view, 
more  probable  that  thefe  catheters  can  be  ufed  with  more 
advantage  when  the  urethra  itfelf  is  flattened,  but  it  is 

in 
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in  faft  only  a  fpecions  fuperiority,  which  is  contra- 
dieted  by  experience.  We  learn,  from  daily  pra&ice, 
that  in  thefe  fpecies  of  obftruCtion,  we  fucceed  better 
by  turning  the  catheter  when  paffing  it  than  by  pufli- 
ing  it  direCtly  forward.  This  motion  cannot  poffibly 
be  performed  with  a  flat  catheter  :  if  they  fay  that  an 
advantage  will  refult,  from  the  diameter  of  the  bore 
being  lefs  than  the  cylindrical  catheters,  and  that 
confequently  they  will  pafs  eafier,  they  fhould  recol¬ 
lect  that  a  cylindrical  one  may  be  chofe  of  a  fmaller 
diameter  ;  but  even  admitting  that  thefe  founds  pol- 
fefs  the  advantages  fuppofed,  in  our  opinion  they  are 
ufelefs  ;  for  by  comparing  the  width  of  the  arch  of 
the  pubis,  with  the  flze  of  the  gravid  uterus,  or  the 
head  of  a  full  fized  foetus,  it  appears  next  to  an  im- 
poffibility  that  the  canal  of  the  urethra  fhould  be 
compreffed  to  fuch  a  degree  as  not  to  admit  the  paf- 
fage  of  an  ordinary  catheter.  It  is  not  only  in  a  date 
of  pregnancy,  and  at  the  time  of  delivery,  that  reten¬ 
tion  of  the  urine  is  produced  by  the  diftenfion  of  the 
Uterus  and  vagina  ;  the  fame  fymptom  will  always 
take  place  from  any  extraneous  body  contained  in 
thefe  cavities,  of  fufficient  magnitude  to  diftend  them. 
The  fame  effect  may  arife  from  a  confiderable  fuel¬ 
ling  of  thefe  parts,  fufficient  to  prevent  them  being 
contained  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  ;  and  thus  com- 
preffing  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  checking  the 
progrefs  of  the  urine.  Retention  may  alfo  depend  on 
tumefaction  of  the  uterus  from  a  mole,  a  polypus,  or 
an  effufion  of  blood  or  water  in  its  cavity.  It  may 
alfo  be  produced  from  an  inflammatory  fwelling,  a 
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fchirrus  or  cancerous  affeCtion  of  this  vifcus,  or  from 
diftenfion  of  the  vagina  by  the  menftrual  blood,  by  a 
peffary,  linen  tents,  or  any  other  extraneous  body  in¬ 
troduced  into  its  cavity.  We  fhall  not  here  enter 
into  a  detail  of  the  particular  fymptoms  of  thefe  va¬ 
rious  fpecies  of  retention,  or  of  their  caufes  :  they  are 
only  fymptomatic  ;  and  the  prognoftic  is  propor- 
tionably  dangerous  to  the  difeafe  which  originally  pro¬ 
duced  them.  The  retention,  independently  conli- 
dered  as  a  fymptom,  is  unattended  with  danger;  for 
the  water  can  be  evacuated  by  an  operation  generally 
eafy  to  perform  ;  and  even  the  introduction  of  the 
catheter  is  not  always  neceffary,  for  fometimes  the 
contraCtile  force  of  the  bladder  is  not  loft,  and  the 
original  caufe  of  retention  will  admit  of  being  re¬ 
moved  :  for  example,  when  the  urine  is  obftruCted 
by  the  compreffion  of  a  peffary,  a  tent,  a  collection 
of  blood  in  the  vagina,  &c.  the  extraction  or  eva¬ 
cuation  of  thefe  extraneous  bodies  removes  the  pref- 
fure  on  the  urethra,  when  the  contraction  is  fufficient 
for  the  evacuation  of  the  urine  ;  but  there  are  alio 
cafes  where  art  cannot  remove  the  caufe  of  the  reten¬ 
tion,  and  relief  can  only  be  hoped  from  the  efforts  of 
nature,  as  in  the  cxpulfion  of  a  mole,  a  polypus,  See . 
which  is  entirely  an  exertion  of  nature;  and  as  her 
operations  are  often  gradual  and  flow,  we  are  obliged 
to  ufe  the  catheter  till  her  endeavours  are  perfected. 
Sometimes  the  united  efforts  of  art  and  nature  are  in¬ 
adequate  to  the  removal  of  the  caufe,  as  when  the  ute¬ 
rus  or  vagina  are  affeCted  with  carcinoma  or  fchirrus  ; 
in  thefe  deplorable  cafes,  our  only  refource  is  the  ca¬ 
theter, 
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theter,  the  introduction  ot  which  becomes  often  ufe- 
lefs,  from  the  progrefs  of  the  complaint  ;  for  incon¬ 
tinence  often  fucceeds  to  retention,  which  is  occa- 
fioned  by  ulceration  ot  the  vagina  and  inferior  part  of 
the  bladder,  producing  a  communication,  by  which 
means  the  urine  continually  pafles  through  the  cavity 
of  the  vagina  :  the  mixture  of  this  fluid  with  the 
cancerous  matter,  renders  the  difcharge  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  fetid  and  acrid,  that  no  fituation  can  be  con¬ 
ceived  more  truly  diftrefling  than  thofe  unfortunate 
women  afflicted  with  this  cruel  difeafe. 


Retention  of  Urine  occafioned  by  the  Preffure  of  the  Rec¬ 
tum  on  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder  and  the  Beginning  of 
the  Urethra ; 

THIS  fort  of  retention  is  extremely  analogous 
with  the  one  we  have  juft  defcribed  :  the  only 
diftinCtion  is,  that  in  the  one  the  comprefllon  is  exer- 
cifed  by  the  uterus  or  vagina,  and  in  the  other  by  the 
rectum.  The  caufes  are  alfo  nearly  the  fame  ;  for 
the  reCtum,  like  the  uterus  and  vagina,  may  be  dis¬ 
tended  with  wind,  fungi,  blood,  by  tents  made  of 
linen,  or  lint.  This  inteftine  is  alfo  fubjeCfc  to  en¬ 
largement  from  inflammation,  fchirrus  or  carcinoma, 
or  from  the  formation  of  matter  between  its  coats, 

G  4  and 


(  102  ) 

and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  anus.  This  gut  is  likewiic 
fubjedt  to  didenfion  from  hemorrhoidal  tumors,  in¬ 
durated  fœ c es,  &:c.  and  in  thefe  different  dates  will 
prefs  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  the  canal  of  the 
urethra.  We  form  our  diagnodic  of  this  retention 
from  the  date  of  the  rectum,  from  the  fymptoms 
which  ufually  accompany  the  difeafed  alterations  jud 
treated  of,  and  from  the  freedom  of  the  urethra  and 
the  abfence  of  the  other  caufes  of  retention.  The 
prognodic  of  this  fpecies  of  which  we  are  immediately 
treating  is  effentially  connected  with  that  difeafe  of 
the  rectum  that  originally  produced  the  complaint  ; 
and  the  radical  cure  of  the  one,  is  necedary  for  the 
fuccefsful  termination  of  the  other.  The  indication 
is  to  dedroy,  if  podible,  the  caufe  of  the  retention,  if 
it  can  be  conveniently  effected  ;  but  if  this  proceed¬ 
ing  is  attended  with  danger,  and  the  difeafe  will  ad¬ 
mit  of  no  alleviation  from  art,  we  mud  content  our- 
felves  with  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  :  for  ex¬ 
ample,  if  the  retention  fhould  be  occafioned  by  a 
collection  of  blood,  or  fœces,  in  the  redtum,  we  need 
not  hefitate  to  extract  them  ;  but  if  the  urine  diould 
be  retained  by  tents,  introduced  up  the  intedine, 
with  the  view  of  dopping  a  hemorrhage,  they  could 
not,  with  fafety  to  the  patient,  be  extracted.'  In 
cafes  of  fchirrus  or  carcinomatous  affections  of  this 
gut,  the  ufe  of  the  catheter  is  preferable  and  even 
necedary,  and  its  introduction  is  rarely  attended  with 
difficulty. 

In  thefe  cafes  it  is  preferable  to  pafs  this  indrument 
every  time  the  patient  has  occafion  to  urine,  than  to 

leave 
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leave  it  in  the  bladder  ;  for  in  this  cafe  the  additional 
preflure  exercifed  on  the  urethra,  is  apt  to  excite  in¬ 
flammation  and  floughing,  The  different  difeafed 
affe&ions  of  the  redhim  are  to  be  treated  by  reme¬ 
dies  appropriate  to  the  particular  nature  of  the  com¬ 
plaint. 


Retention  dependant  cn  Comprejfion  of  the  Urethra ,  by 
Pumors  in  Perinœo ,  in  the  Scrotum,  or  on  the  Penis* 

A  TUMOR,  however  fmall,  cannot  exift  in 
either  of  the  above  fituations,  without  exercifing 
a  greater  or  a  lefs  degree  of  preflure  on  the  canal  of 
the  urethra.  Whether  it  is  a  Ample  fwelling,  or  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  extravafation  of  fome  fluid,  or  by  the 
prefence  of  fome  extraneous  body,  the  effeét  is  the 

fame  :  for  retention  has  been  known  to  arife  from 
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fwelling,  effufion,  ftones  in  perinæo,  &c  :  it  has  been 
alfo  produced  by  farcocele,  hydrocele,  by  large  her¬ 
nia,  and  by  an  aneurifm  in  the  cavernous  bodies  of 
the  penis,  by  a  ligature  on  the  penis,  &c.  When  we 
have  removed  the  caufe  of  the  retention,  we  fhould 
evacuate  the  urine  by  the  catheter.  Thofe  made  of 
elaftic  gum,  are  to  be  preferred  to  thofe  made  ot  fil- 
ver,  as  they  pafs  with  more  eafe,  accommodating 

themfelves  more  readily  to  the  curvature  of  the  ure¬ 
thra 
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thra.  Thofc  of  a  middling  fize  fhould  be  chofen, 
armed  with  their  ftilet,  and  introduced  till  they  are 
flopped  in  the  canal  ;  the  ftilet  fhould  then  be  re¬ 
traced  about  an  inch,  to  leave  at  liberty  the  beak  of 
the  catheter,  that  it  may  better  adapt  itfelf  to  the  cur¬ 
vature  of  the  urethra  :  the  catheter  may  be  then 
paffed  on,  taking  care  that  the  ftilet  is  not  pufhed 
quite  to  its  extremity.  By  this  cautious  mode  of 
procedure,  we  are  always  enabled  to  introduce  it  into 
the  bladder. 


PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY. 


Cafe  of  a  confiderable  Contraction  of  the  Aorta  Afcen~ 
dens ,  differed  at  the  Hôtel  Dieu  at  Paris. 


[By  Mr.  Paris.] 

MR.  Paris  obferves,  that  among  a  confiderable 
number  of  fubjefts  that  he  injeCed  for  the 
purpofeof  difteftion  in  the  courfe  of  the  winter  of  the 
year  1789,  fome  appearances  offered  themfelves,  in 
the  body  of  a  very  thin  woman,  about  fifty  years  of 
age,  worthy  of  record,  from  their  fingularity,  and 
the  advantages  that  the  healing  art  may  derive  from 

their 
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their  difclofure.  This  fubjedt  was  injedled  with  a 
compofition  made  of  equal  parts  of  refin  and  fuet, 
coloured  with  lamp  black.  The  pipe  was  fixed  at 
the  origin  of  the  aorta;  and  the  injedlion  pafled 
with  fuch  eafe,  that  much  more  might  have  been 
thrown  in  than  is  ufually  employed  for  adults.  As 
the  fubjedl  was  very  thin,  the  trunks  and  branches  of 
the  thoracic  arteries  were  feen,  on  the  Tides  of  the 
:heft,  without  any  previous  difledlion:  thefe  veflels 
were  larger  and  more  tortuous  than  natural  ;  a  difpo- 
mon  which  induced  Mr.  Paris  to  profecute  the  diflec- 
;ion  with  particular  attention.  He  found  that  part  of 
:he  aorta  which  follows  its  curvature,  and  which  was 
ituated  between  the  arterial  ligament  (the  remains  of 
:hecanalisarteriofus)andthe  firft  inferior  intercoftal,  in 
uchaftateof  contraction  as  to  be  reduced  to  the  diame- 
:er  of  a  writing  pen  ;  and  deducting  the  thicknefs  of  its 
:oats,  the  actual  cavity  of  the  vefiel  was  extremely 
mall;  that  part  of  the  artery,  which  was  fituated 
ibove  the  contracted  part,  was  fcarcely  dilated  ;  and 
:hat  portion,  fituated  below,  preferved  its  ordinary 
iiameter.  The  mod  careful  and  attentive  difledlion 
lid  not  tend  in  the  leaft  to  explain  the  caufe  of  this 
lifeafed  alteration  in  the  vefiel.  There  was  nothing 
^articular  to  be  remarked  in  the  carotids  or  their 
Dranches  ;  but  the  arteria  innominata,  as  well  as  the 
ubclavian,  were  augmented  one  third  in  diameter, 
he  left  fubclavian  was  increafed  in  fize  more  than  one 
îalf,  and  the  branches  of  the  two  fubclavians  had  in- 
:reafed  in  proportion,  and  formed  a  zig-zag  kind  of 
:ourfe  ;  the  internal  mammary  arteries  were  one  fixth 
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of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and'  the  fuperior  diaphrag¬ 
matic  one  eighth  of  an  inch  ;  this  lad  was  tortuous  in 
its  dire&ion  ;  the  tranfverfe  cervical  arteries  were  in- 
creafed  to  double  their  fize,  and  all  their  poderior 
branches  paffed  for  a  confiderable  way,  in  a  Terpen¬ 
tine  diredion,  before  they  anadomofed  with  the  pof¬ 
terior  branches  of  the  intercodals  :  the  intercodals 
which  arife  from  the  fubclavians  were  one  fixth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter.  The  thoracics,  the  fcapulary,  and 
the  other  principal  branches  which  are  given  off  by 
the  axillary  to  be  diftributed  either  totally  or  par¬ 
tially  on  the  bread,  were  increafed  to  double  their 
natural  magnitude.  The  fird  and  fécond  intercodals, 
which  arife  from  the  thoracic  portion  of  the  aorta 
above  the  contra&ed  portion,  were  three  lines  in  dia¬ 
meter  ;  the  red,  as  they  defcended,  diminidied  infen- 
fibly  in  fize  till  the  lad,  which  were  nearly  of  their 
natural  diameter  ;  the  anterior  branches  of  thefe  ar¬ 
teries  were  a  little  enlarged  ;  but  the  poderior  ones 
were  fo  much  augmented  in  fize,  and  were  didributed 
in  fuch  a  clofe  zig-zag  manner,  that  they  refembled 
beads  placed  on  one  another  ;  their  anadomofes,  with 
the  tranfverfe  cervicals,  were  confiderable  and  very 
apparent.  The  branches  given  off  by  the  aorta  de- 
fcendens  afforded  nothing  remarkable  except  the  in¬ 
ferior  diaphragmatic,  which  was  larger  than  natural  ; 
and  its  anadomofes  with  the  fuperior  diaphragmatic 
more  confiderable.  The  epigadric  was  alfo  circum- 
danced  in  the  fame  manner,  and  was  of  the  fame  fize 
as  the  internal  mammary,  with  which  it  freely  anado- 
moied.  After  the  particular  defeription  of  the  vef- 
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fels  we  have  juft  defcribed,  it  is  evident  that  the  cir¬ 
culation  in  this  woman  muft  have  been  carried  on  in 
an  extraordinary  manner  :  inftead  of  following  the 
direction  of  the  trunk  of  the  aorta,  the  blood  cir¬ 
culated  through  the  branches  which  originated  above 
the  contracted  portion,  that  is  to  lay,  from  thofe  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  fubclavian  and  axillary,  into  the 
branches  originating  below  the  contraction,  fuch  as 
the  intercoftals,  the  inferior  diaphragmatics,  and  the 
epigaftrics,  by  means  of  numerous  anaftomofes  exift- 
ing  between  thefe  arteries,  on  the  cheft,  and  on  the  an¬ 
terior  parts  of  the  abdomen. — Mr.  Default  has  pre- 
ferved  this  anatomical  preparation  in  his  mufeum. 


# 


Cafe  of  Commotion  of  the  Brain ,  cured  by  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  a  B lifter  to  the  Head. 

[Èy  M.  Naudot,  D.  M.  Phyfician  to  the  Hdrei 

Dieu  of  Provins. 

MARECHAL,  eight  months  and  a  fortnight 
advanced  in  her  pregnancy,  was  thrown  down 
by  a  fpirited  horfe,  and  received  a  violent  contufion 
from  a  kick  on  the  right  orbital  ridge.  This  hap¬ 
pened  on  July  2,  1789.  There  was  confiderable 
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eccymofis,  particularly  on  the  parietal  bone,  •  whicfi 
appeared  to  have  received  the  principal  fhock,  from 
the  excoriation  and  confiderable  fwelling  that  fuper- 
vened  on  the  part.  On  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Naudot, 
1 6  hours  after  the  accident,  (lie  was  fenfelefs  and  co- 
matous,  which  ceafed  only  when  comprefiion  was 
made  on  the  excoriated  part.  At  this  time  (he  mut¬ 
tered  a  few  incoherent  words  ;  the  eyes  were  fixed  ; 
the  pupils  dilated,  and  perfeftly  infenfible  to  the  light; 
the  pulfe  was  concentrated,  but  equal.  The  patient 
rejected  by  vomiting  immediately  after  the  accident 
every  fpecies  of  aliment  that  fhe  had  ('wallowed. 
This  woman  had  been  bled  twice  at  the  arm,  and  fe* 
veral  clyflers  thrown  up,  which  had  produced  the 
defired  effeft.  From  the  urgency  of  the  fymptoms. 
Dr.  Naudot  was  induced  to  order  two  copious  bleed¬ 
ings  from  the  jugular  vein,  from  which  the  patient 
derived  no  advantage  whatever.  The  next  day  a 
(Iron g  blifter  was  ordered  to  be  applied  over  the 
whole  fcalp,  which  was  previoufly  fhaved.  An  hour 
afterwards,  (lie  was  attacked  with  labour,  pains,  and 
delivered  of  a  fine  boy.  The  (late  of  the  mother  re¬ 
mained  the  fame  till  the  blifter  began  to  aft  :  its  good 
effefts  were  fo  immediate,  that  the  comatous  fymp¬ 
toms  were  foon  diminifhed.  The  firft  24  hours,  the 
burgeon  who  attended  was  careful  to  keep  up  an  abun¬ 
dant  fuppuration  ;  and  the  patient  recovered  by  de¬ 
grees,  and  in  a  little  time  the  life  of  her  faculties.  At 
the  end  of  8  days,  (lie  employed  herfelf  in  her  ordi¬ 
nary  occupations,  and  even  went  out  of  the  houfe. 
At  this  period  there  remained  fome  difficulty  in  her 
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fpeech,  which  yielded  to  the  confiant  adtion  of  the 
blifter.  The  patient  would  not  admit  of  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  ftimulus  fo  long  as  Dr.  Naudot  wifned; 
for  from  her  employment  in  the  country,  fhe  was 
continually  expofed  to  the  heat  of  the  fun.  The 
confequences  of  her  delivery  were  in  every  particular 
natural  ;  a  purgative  was  exhibited  after  the  fuppu- 
ration  of  the  blifter  had  ceafed,  which  terminated  the 
treatment. 

The  patient,  the  fubjedt  of  this  cafe,  came  five 
leagues  twenty  eight  days  after  the  accident  to  return 
thanks  to  Dr.  Naudot  for  his  care  and  attention. 


Cafe  of  an  Aneurifm  of  the  Femoral  Artery ,  confesuent 

to  a  Gun-fhot  IV ound . 


[By  Mr.  Manoury,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

NICOLAS  Fourcroy,  a  gardener,  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  received  a  fhot  from  a  fulee 
loaded  with  bullets  and  large  (hot,  which  went  ofF. 
by  accident,  at  the  moment  Fourcroy  turned  round. 
He  was  fituated  at  the  time  he  received  the  fhock 
lower  than  the  perfon  who  held  the  gun.  The  balls 
pafled  through  the  left  thigh,  towards  the  middle  and 
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inferior  part.  Stunned  with  the  noife,  he  at  hrft  did 
not  perceive  that  he  was  wounded  ;  but  remarking 
fome  drops  of  blood  on  his  wife*  he  wifhed  to  ap¬ 
proach  her.  He  inftantly  felt  an  acute  pain  in  his 
thigh,  cried  out  that  it  was  broke*  and  fell  down. 
He  was  taken  home,  and  the  furgeon  of  the  place 
fent  for,  who  did  not  arrive  for  three  hours  after  the 
accident.  On  examination,  he  found  on  the  outfide 
and  towards  the  middle,  and  a  little  to  the  inferior 
part  of  the  thigh,  three  openings,  of  the  diameter  of 
a  writing  pen  :  they  were  occafioned  by  three  balls, 
two  of  which  had  palled  out  on  the  infide  of  the 
thigh  ;  the  third,  which  had  formed  the  external 
opening,  had  not  been  impelled  with  force  fufficient 
to  pierce  the  integuments  of  the  infide  of  the  thigh, 
under  which  it  was  felt  by  the  finger.  Thefe  differ¬ 
ent  openings  were  fituated  above  each  other  about  an 
inch  diftance  ;  the  external  was  a  little  higher,  and 
lituated  more  forward  than  the  internal.  Mr.  Ma- 
noury  obferves,  that  if  he  might  judge  of  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  balls  by  their  relative  fituation,  he  fhould 
fuppofe  that  it  had  palfed  inferiorly  through  the 
fkin,  the  fafeia  lata,  the  vaftus  externus  mufcle,  and 
the  fhort  portion  of  the  biceps  femoris  ;  and  that  it 
took  its  courfe  by  the  inferior  and  pofterior  part  of 
the  femur,  between  the  bone  and  the  beginning  of 
the  popliteal  velfels,  and  that  it  had  divided  the  femi- 
membranofus,  the  inferior  part  of  the  third  addu&or, 
the  gracilis  internus,  and  the  Ikin.  Mr.  Manoury 
fuppofes  that  the  ball  which  had  formed  the  middle 
hole  had  paffed  between  the  anterior  reclus  and  femo¬ 
ral  is, 
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rails,  had  pierced  the  fartorius,  and  had  left  behind  it 
the  femoral  veflels;  and  that  the  ball  which  produced 
the  fuperior  hole  had  divided  the  fafcia  lata  and  the 
femoralis  mufcle,  and  had  crofled  the  veflels  of  the 
thigh,  and  afterwards  became  buried  under  the  inte¬ 
guments,  where  it  was  difti tidily  felt.  Mr.  Manoury 
conceives  that  the  laid  ball,  either  by  dividing  or  vio¬ 
lently  contufing  the  artery,  had  produced  gangrene 
and  other  confecutive  fymptoms,  which  are  about  to 
be  related  in  the  order  they  occurred. 

The  patient  had  little  hemorrhage  in  the  firft  in- 
itance  ;  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  furgeon  it  had  totally 
ceafed.  On  examination,  he  remarked  only  one  ec- 
cymofis,  about  the  fize  of  the  palm  of  the  hand,  that 
furrounded  the  ball  fituated  under  the  fkin.  The 
wounds  were  drefled  with  doflils  of  lint,  and  a  circu¬ 
lar  bandage  applied  moderately  tight  over  the  whole. 
The  next  morning,  as  the  dreffings  and  fheet  were 
a  little  tinged  with  blood,  the  bandage  was  drawn 
fomewhat  tighter;  no  more  blood  was  difcharged  ; 
no  fwelling  either  of  the  leg  or  thigh  fupervened,  both 
of  which  retained  their  natural  heat.  On  the  fifth 
day  the  wounds  began  to  fuppurate.  The  ball, 
which  had  been  fituated  under  the  integuments,  had 
now  pierced  the  fkin  :  its  ditchargewas  accompanied 
with  a  quantity  of  coagulated  blood.  Injections  of 
barley  water  and  honey  were  employed  to  facilitate 
the  difcharge  of  thefe  coagula,  and  to  deterge  the 
wound.  They  were  continued  for  eight  days.  The 
wounds  foon  cicatrized,  and  in  five  weeks  the  patient 
was  in  appearance  perfe&ly  cured.  The  thigh  and  die 
Vol.  II.  H  leg 
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leg  were  nearly  in  their  natural  flate.  The  patient 
was  not  fenfible  of  either  weaknefs  or  pain.  A  fmall 
tumour  remained,  fituated  between  the  two  fuperior 
wounds,  at  the  internal  and  anterior  part  of  the  thigh  ; 
the  patient  conceived  it  was  a  (mall  gland,  and  that  it 
would  difappear  of  itfelf  :  he  walked  out,  and  was 
able  to  go  to  mafs  on  the  1 5th  of  May,  fix  weeks  af¬ 
ter  the  ac  cident. 

The  tumor,  in  which  no  pulfation  had  been  hi¬ 
therto  remarked,  increafed  in  fize,  and  pulfation  now 
became  evident  :  it  was  unattended  with  pain,  and 
without  any  difcoloration  of  the  ikin.  Towards  the 
end  of  May  it  had  increafed  to  the  fize  of  a  hen’s  egg, 
and  the  pulfations  were  fo  ftrong  that  they  raifed  the 
bed  cloaths.  The  patient  often  experienced  a  (fart¬ 
ing  fenfation  in  the  wounded  thigh  ;  he  was  in  pain, 
and  incapable  of  walking,  and  was  obliged  to  take  to 
his  bed.  In  the  courfeof  eight  days,  the  tumor  aug¬ 
mented  confiderably  in  fize,*  the  force  of  the  pulfa- 
tory  motion  decreafed  in  proportion  to  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  in  the  fize  of  the  tumor,  and  foon  became  infen- 
fible.  The  tumor,  in  a  fmall  fpace  of  time,  acquired 
a  confiderable  bulk,  and  the  fwelling  extended  to  the 
knee,  leg,  and  foot.  The  furgeon,  who  at  firfl  had 
applied  a  plaider  to  the  part,  now  employed  a  poul¬ 
tice  made  of  forrel,  lilly  root,  and  leeks,  with  a  little 

*  The  heat  of  the  bed  and  a  (fate  of  reft  might  perhaps  con¬ 
tribute  materially  to  its  fudden  increafe.  Mr.  Default  has  had 
frequent  occalions  to  remark,  that  in  cafes  of  fpurious  aneu- 
rifin  they  have  rapidly  increafed  in  fize  as  foon  as  the  patient^ 
took  to  their  bed. 
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lard.  The  patient’s  relations,  feeing  the  little  fuccefe 
from  the  remedies  employed,  called  in  another  fur- 
geon,  who  applied  a  poultice  of  crumb  of  bread  and 
marfllmallow  water,  mixed  up  with  5  ij  of  powder  of 
bark.  The  fize  of  the  tumor,  and  the  fwelling  of  the 
leg  and  thigh  feemed  to  diminilb.  The  two  fur- 
geons  continued  to  vifit  the  patient  ;  the  firft,  curious 
to  know  the  nature  of  the  tumor,  of  which  he  had  not 
the  mod  diftant  fufpicion,  opened  it  in  theabfence  of 
the  other  with  a  lancet.  A  few  drops  of  blood,  of  a 
bright  red  colour,  were  only  difcharged.  Fortunately 
the  lancet  did  not  enter  any  depth,  but  only  divided 
the  integuments.  The  pains,  however,  became  more 
acute,  and  the  patient  became  very  uneafy,  and  wifhed 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  at  Paris,  where  he 
was  received  on  the  9th  of  June,  1785.  At  this  pe¬ 
riod,  the  tumor  extended  from  the  fuperiorand  inter¬ 
nal  quarter  of  the  thigh  to  the  inferior  quarter,  and 
from  its  external  part  to  its  internal  and  pofterior  fide, 
ind  projected  confiderably  from  the  anterior  part  ; 
die  fkin  was  tenfe,  fliining,  and  ol  a  yellow  colour  ; 
10  pulfation  was  diftinguifhed,  nor  even  the  hum¬ 
ming  noife  that  is  afforded  by  the  fpurious  aneurifm. 
Mr.  Default  entertained  no  doubts  of  the  nature  of  the 
lifeafe.  The  operation  for  the  aneurifm  promifed 
ittle  fuccefs,  from  the  difeafed  alteration  of  the  parts 
bat  compofed  the  tumor,  and  other  unfavourable 
drcumftances  ;  but  however  it  was  the  only  refource 
:o  fave  the  patient  from  inevitable  and  apparently  ap¬ 
proaching  death.  The  operation  was  deferred  for 
,ome  days,  with  the  view  of  preparing  the  patient. 
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From  the  frequency  and  hardnefs  of  the  pulfe,.ic  was 
judged  expedient  to  bleed  him  three  times  in  the 
courfe  of  the  three  firft  days;  a  clyfter  was  adminif- 
tered  morning  and  evening,  to  prevent  the  exertion 
of  going  to  (tool,  and  a  mild  regimen  prefcribed.  No 
topical  application  whatever  was  employed,  except  a 
circular  bandage,  which  was  drawn  moderately  tight 
with  the  view  of  fupporting  the  integuments,  which 
were  fo  thin  and  tenfe,  that  there  was  reafon  to  appre- 
hend  a  rupture  ;  the  pulfe  became  lefs  frequent,  fofter, 
and  the  pain  evidently  diminifhed.  The  patient  had 
now  fufficient  courage  to  requeft  Mr.  Default  to  per¬ 
form  the  operation,  which  was  accordingly  done  nine 
days  from  his  admiffion  into  the  hofpital. 

The  patient  was  laid  on  his  back,  whilftan  afliftant 
comprefled  the  artery  as  it  pafTes  under  Poupart’s 
ligament,  by  means  of  a  cufliion.*  Mr.  Default  then 
made  an  incifion  through  the  integuments  in  the 
courfe  of  the  artery,  beginning  as  high  as  the  tumor, 
and  terminated  at  its  inferior  part,  extending  about 
nine  inches  in  length  ;  he  then  profecuted  the  incifion 
through  the  cellular  fubftance  and  fafcia  lata,  and  ex- 
traded  a  number  of  coagula.  This  fécond  incifion 
extended  from  above  downwards  the  fame  length  as 
the  firft.  The  quantity  of  coagulum  and  polypus 

•  From  the  extent  and  fituation  of  the  tumor,  the  tourniquet 
could  not  be  ufed  j  befides,  preflure  by  means  of  the  cufhion  is 
in  every  particular  more  convenient,  and  is  always  preferred 
to  the  tourniquet  by  Mr.  Default,  who  ufes  it  in  all  operations 
on  the  thigh  and  leg,  when  it  is  necefTary  to  attend  to  the  he- 
jnorrhage. 


concre 


(  ”5  ) 


concretions  of  a  membranous  confidence  filled  a  bai'on 
that  contained  more  than  two  pints  and  a  half  of  fluid  : 
in  the  midft  of  this  mafs,  there  was  a  branch  of  the 
internal  faphena  vein,  which  was  divided  in  the  courfe 
of  the  operation.  After  all  the  blood  was  abforbed, 
by  means  of  a  fponge,  the  femur  was  found  denuded 
at  the  middle  and  internal  part  for  about  three  inches 
in  length,  and  for  one  inch  in  width,  the  fibres  of  the 
vaflus  internus,  which  covered  it  in  its  natural  date, 
being  deftroyed,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  triceps  and 
fartorius,  which  formed  part  of  the  body  of  this  tu¬ 
mor.  This  lafl  mufcle  was  fituated  on  the  infide  of 
the  incifion,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  femoral  veflels. 
No  blood  was  difcharged  from  the  artery,  whilft  the 
p  re  flu  re  was  kept  up  ;  but  as  foon  as  it  was  taken  off, 
it  fpouted  with  confiderable  force  ;  it  was  again  com- 
prefled,  but  in  confequence  of  fome  derangement  in 
the  cufhion,  the  blood  continued  to  flow.  Mr.  De¬ 
fault  prefled  the  orifice  of  the  artery  with  his  finger 
till  a  more  exadf  and  efficient  preflure  was  made  on 
the  veflel  where  it  pafles  under  Poupart’s  ligament. 
On  cleaning  the  wound  again  with  fponge,  an  oval 
aperture  was  difcovered  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  ar¬ 
tery,  about  four  fingers  breadth  above  the  part  where 
it  pierces  the  triceps  mufcle.  This  oval  opening  was 
about  three  lines  in  length,  and  two  in  width. 

Mr.  Default  pafled  two  ligatures  round  the  artery, 
immediately  above  the  opening.  For  this  purpofehe 
ufed  a  crooked  needle,  blunted  at  the  point  and  fides, 
and  armed  with  two  waxed  ligatures,  which  were  pafled 
from  within  outwards.  One  of  the  ligatures  only  was 
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tightened,  and  the  other  left  loofe,  as  a  provifionary 
one,  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  cafe  of  neceffity.  To 
tighten  the  firft,  he  employed  a  pair  of  dretting  for¬ 
ceps  ;  and  after  making  a  fingle  knot,  he  twitted  the 
ligature  round  the  infiniment,  and  pufhed  it  to  fome 
depth  ;  and  then  by  means  of  the  other  hand  tight¬ 
ened  it  at  pleafure,  gradually  and  without  fhaking  the 
patient;  an  inconvenience  which  is  difficult  to  avoid, 
when  the  artery  is  fituated  at  fuch  a  degree  of  depth* 
He  then,  as  an  additional  fecurity,  made  a  fécond 
knot  with  a  degree  of  tightnefs  futticient  to  flop  the 
hemorrhage,  but  not  more  ;  for  it  has  been  found 
that  arteries  are  fubjed:  to  become  gangrenous,  and 
confequently  to  afford  a  frelh  hemorrhage,  when  the 
ligatures  are  drawn  too  tight* 

After  this  ligature  was  applied,  the  blood  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  to  flow,  not  from  the  fuperior  part  of  the  ar¬ 
tery,  but  from  the  inferior,  round  which  two  ligatures 
were  patted,  and  one  tightened  as  before.  No  blood 
was  now  difeharged,  when  the  preflure  was  taken  off 
from  the  crural  artery.  To  diftinguifh  the  ligatures 
that  had  been  tightened,  knots  were  made  on  their 
extremities,  and  left  out  on  the  fides  of  the  wound  : 
they  were  wrapped  up  in  linen,  to  prevent  them  being 
confounded  with  the  lint,  or  rudely  handled  in  the 
fubfequent  dreflings.  After  the  wound  was  well 
cleaned  with  warm  water  and  a  iponge,  it  was  filled 
with  dry  lint  fprinkled  with  colophony  ;  fome  layers 
of  lint  were  applied  over  the  whole,  covered  with 
cpmprefles,  and  the  whole  retained  by  an  eighteen 
tailed  bandage  drawn  moderately  tight,  The  patient 
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paded  the  whole  day  quietly,  was  in  good  ipirits,  and 
dept  an  hour  in  the  courfe  of  the  morning  ;  he  did 
not  experience  the  lead  fenfation  of  cold  either  in  the 
leg  or  thigh,  on  which  no  topical  application  was 
applied  :  thefe  parts  preferved  their  natural  heat,  and 
were  free  from  pain.  The  patient  was  kept  on  dried 
diet,  and  the  ufe  of  lemonade.  In  the  evening,  the 
pulfe  was  raifed,  but  without  hard  nefs  ;  the  ten  (ion 
and  fwelling  of  the  foot  was  already  diminifhed  ;  lie: 
paded  a  good  night,  and  dept  feveral  hours.  On  the 
lecond  day,  there  was  a  flight  accefs  of  fever  ;  the 
fwelling  of  the  leg  and  foot  didipated  almod  percep¬ 
tibly,  and  the  parts  preferved  their  natural  heat  and 
fenfibility.  The  compredes  were  changed,  and  the 
dredings  fprinkled  with  warm  water  and  a  little  cam¬ 
phorated  fpirit.  On  the  third  day,  the  pulfe  though 
dill  frequent  was  fofter  than  in  the  evening.  The 
fmall  clots,  which  could  not  be  extraéled  during  the 
operation,  became  moid  by  the  ferons  exudation,  and 
had  detached  the  lint  from  the  bottom  of  the  wound 
and  had  paded  through  the  compredes.  The  dred- 
ings  were  changed,  and  the  lint  fprinkled  with  colo¬ 
phony,  On  the  4th  day,  the  fever  was  lefs,  the  in- 
fenfible  perfpiration  increafed,  the  fuppuration  abun¬ 
dant,  and  from  its  vifeidity  it  entangled  a  quantity  of 
rotten  cellular  fubdance,  which  was  difeharged  from 
the  wound  ,  the  pus  was  abforbed  by  dofiiis  of  lint, 
and  the  dredings  repeated  three  times  in  twenty-four 
hours,  which  plan  was  perfided  in  till  the  42d  day. 
The  lips  of  the  wound  were  dreded  with  dips  of  linen 
dipped  in  the  dvrax  ointment. 
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On  the  5th  day,  the  patient  wac  extremely  well  and 
with  little  remaining  fever.  The  lint  employed  for 
the  dreffings  was  always  fprinkled  with  colophony, 
with  the  view  of  its  a&ing  as  a  digeffive  and  procur¬ 
ing  a  better  difcharge. 

On  the  6th,  a  fmall  hemorrhage  took  place,  which 
wet  through  the  dreffings  and  the  folded  fheet  placed 
under  the  thigh  :  the  attendant  furgeon  eafily  flopped 
it  by  compreffing  the  artery  as  it  paffes  under  Pou¬ 
part’ s  ligament.  Mr.  Default  took  off  the  dreffings  ; 
and  after  defiring  the  preffure  to  be  taken  off  from 
the  artery,  with  the  view  of  feeing  from  whence  the 
blood  flowed,  he  obferved  a  few  drops  come  from  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  wound.  The  two  ligatures  which 
had  been  left  loofe  were  now  tightened,  the  inferior 
as  well  as  the  fuperior  :  the  dreffing  was  continued  in 
the  fame  manner  as  before,  and  no  more  blood  was 
difcharged.  In  the  evening  he  was  free  from  fever 
and  the  fuppuration  was  diminifhed  in  quantity  one 
half.  He  was  uneafy  during  the  whole  night,  and 
had  only  interrupted  fleep. 

On  the  7th,  the  patient  finding  no  return  of  the 
hemorrhage,  was  much  eafier  ;  the  fever  fubfided, 
the  fuppuration  became  again  abundant,  and  even  in- 
creafed,  till  the  10th,  when  the  wound  was  injeCted 
with  decoCtion  of  bark  to  accelerate  the  deterfion 
of  the  wound.  The  patient,  who  till  now  had  taken 
nothing  but  broth,  was  indulged  with  foup  and  a  lit¬ 
tle  wine.  On  the  1  ith,  the  fuppuration  was  fo  abun¬ 
dant,  that  notwithftanding  the  frequent  application 
of  frefh  dreffings,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  pus  col¬ 
lected 
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leCted  at  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  which  from  its 
fituation  could  not  be  difcharged,  as  the  incifion  had 
been  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  artery  and  not  in  the 
moft  dependant  part  of  the  tumor.  To  obviate  as 
much  as  poffible  any  inconvenience  refulting,  a  thick 
and  graduated  comprefs  was  placed  at  the  poflerior 
and  internal  part  of  the  thigh. 

On  the  12th,  the  collection  of  pus  was  lefs  ;  the  pa¬ 
tient  regained  his  ftrength  ;  he  was  now  allowed  bread 
and  currant  jelly  in  his  foup.  On  the  1 5th  the  two 
inferior  ligatures  fell  off;  the  two  fuperior  were  not 
detached  till  three  days  afterwards. 

On  the  17th,  notwithftanding  the  graduated  com¬ 
prefs  placed  at  the  pofterior  and  internal  part  of  the 
thigh,  the  pus  was  furnifhed  in  fuch  quantity  that  it 
again  collected  at  the  bottom  of  the  wound.  Mr. 
Default  for  fome  days  previous  to  this  had  fome  in¬ 
tention  of  making  a  counter  opening,  but  he  waited 
till  fuch  time  as  he  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend  any 
ferious  accident  from  the  aneurifm  :  he  then  divided 
the  integuments,  which  were  very  thin.  The  incihon 
was  made  towards  the  third  inferior  part  of  the  thigh, 
near  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  firft  divilion  and  at 
the  pofterior  part  of  the  gracilis  internus  mufcle. 
Lint  was  introduced,  powdered  with  colophony,  and 
pledgets  applied  dipt  in  decoCtion  of  bark  and  honey 
of  rofes. 

On  the  1  8th,  though  the  patient  was  laid  on  an  in¬ 
clined  plane,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  trunk  and 
fuperior  part  of  the  thigh  were  more  elevated  than 

the  reft  of  the  limb,  yet  the  pus  was  not  difcharged 
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by  the  counter-opening,  and  colle&ed  as  before  at  the 
bottom  of  the  wound.  The  tent  of  lint  was  howe¬ 
ver  continued  till  the  21ft  day,  when  it  was  omitted, 
as  it  was  of  no  farther  ufe.  The  pus  was  not  di(- 
charged  by  the  counter- opening,  except  when  the 
thigh  was  elevated,  being  prevented  in  the  intervals 
between  the  dreflings  by  the  unfavorable  pofition  of 
the  limb.  The  wound  made  by  the  counter  opening 
was  cicatrized  in  eight  days  after  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
lint  tent. 

On  the  24th,  the  fuppuration  {till  continued  abun¬ 
dant;  and  although  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  was 
kept  up  by  analeptics,  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend 
a  diarrhæa  and  confequent  weaknefs.  To  prevent 
this,  pills  were  preferibed  compofed  of  extraâ:  of 
bark,  camphor,  and  fyrup  of  wormwood. 

On  the  26th,  the  granulations,  which  were  pale, 
were  fprinkled  with  bark,  which  practice  was  conti¬ 
nued  for  three  days.  No  apparent  advantage  being 
derived,  and  the  difeharge  (till  continuing  abundant, 
and  the  granulations  foft  and  flaccid,  an  injection  was 
made  ufe  of  compofed  of  tincture  of  myrrh  and  aloes. 
On  the  30th,  the  injection  was  repeated  each  time  of 
drefling,  which  was  now  three  times  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day. 

On  the  31ft,  the  fuppuration  had  diminifhed,  and 
the  patient  complained  of  fome  colicky  pains.  An 
emollient  enema  was  thrown  up,  which  procured  fe- 
veral  (tools  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  day.  The  ufe  of  the  injection  was  fupprefl'ed 
and  the  fuppuration  became  more  abundant. 
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On  the  33d,  he  had  no  (tools  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night,  the  granulations  became  more  firm,  the  pus 
improved  in  quality  and  diminifhed  in  quantity.  The 
wound  was  lefs  in  extent  and  depth,  and  covered  all 
over  with  granulations  healthy  and  firm. 

On  the  37th,  inftead  of  white  pus,  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening,  a  yellow  matter  was  difeharged  re- 
fembling  a  kind  of  jelly  or  lymph.  The  drefiings 
were  now  only  dry  lint,  a  comprefs,  and  a  circular 
bandage. 

On  the  42d,  cicatrization  was  obvious,  and  the 
wound  was  only  drefied  once  a  day. 

On  the  50th,  his  general  appearance  improved, 
the  cicatrix  advanced,  and  the  difeharge  (till  conti¬ 
nued  of  the  fame  quality. 

On  the  54th,  as  the  granulations  were  a  little  fpon- 
gy,  they  were  touched  with  the  lapis  infernalis.  This 
application  was  renewed  the  next  day. 

On  the  60th,  the  cicatrix  was  nearly  finilhed,  and 
the  leg  and  foot  (lightly  moved. 

On  the  63d,  the  patient  began  to  walk  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  crutches.  The  leg  and  foot  fwelled  in  a 
flight  degree,  which  fubfided  on  obferving  an  hori¬ 
zontal  pQlition, 

On  the  27th  of  Auguft,  65  days  after  the  opera¬ 
tion,  the  wound  was  healed  trom  the  bottom  and 
perfectly  cicatrized.  The  patient  left  the  holpital  on 
the  10th  of  September,  when  he  was  capable  of  walk¬ 
ing  without  crutches.  He  often  returned  to  the  hof- 
pital  from  gratitude.  The  affefted  limb  foon  be- 
çarrjç  as  (Irong  as  the  other. 
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Cafe  of  a  Peafant  whofe  Genital  Organs  were  torn  off 
by  the  tVheel  of  a  Carriage . 

Extracted  from  the  Bibliotheca  Chirurgica  of  Richter , 
vol.  7,  page  594,  tranflated  into  French  from  the 
German  by  M*  Brewer ,  D.M , 

A  peafant,  36  years  of  age,  fell  from  his  horfe 
under  the  wheel  of  a  carriage  on  the  1 9th  of  Au- 
guft,  J782.  His  apron  got  entangled  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  in  the  wheel  as  to  draw  his  breeches  along  with  it, 
which,  together  with  his  genital  organs,  were  en¬ 
tirely  tom  off.  At  the  moment  he  did  not  experi¬ 
ence  violent  pain,  nor  any  lofs  of  recolle&ion  :  he 
even  got  up  without  affiftance,  mounted  his  horfe, 
and  regained  his  own  houfe,  which  was  fituatcd  about 
two  hundred  paces  diltant.  The  hemorrhage,  which 
was  trifling,  ftopt  of  itfelf.  The  wound  extended 
from  before  backwards;  from  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
pubis  to  within  fome  lines  of  the  margin  of  the  anus  ; 
and  occupied  all  the  intervening  fpace  between  the 
thighs.  The  urethra  was  torn  off  with  the  penis  as 
far  as  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  There  remained  no 
vertige  either  of  the  fcrotum  or  the  right  teflide.  The 
left  tefticle  remained  only  attached  to  the  fpermatic 
cord,  and  was  covered  by  its  tunica  vaginalis.  The 
fpermatic  cord  fwelled  to  the  fize  of  the  tefticle  itfelf, 
and  refembled  a  penis  diverted  of  its  integuments. 

The 
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The  proftrate,  contufed  and  torn,  adhered  by  a  few 
fibres,  and  hung  out  of  the  wound.  Before  the  mar¬ 
gin  of  the  anus,  in  the  right  groin,  the  inteftine 
was  expofed,  which  was  the  contents  of  an  inguinal 
hernia  with  which  the  patient  had  been  previoufly  af¬ 
flicted.  The  wound  was  drefted,  and  the  patient 
bled,  and  ordered  a  nitrated  drink.  The  pain  and  fever 
were  not  very  confiderable;  the  urine,  which  was 
fupprefled  for  the  firft  36  hours,  now  flowed  involun¬ 
tarily  and  in  great  abundance,  but  the  patient  fo'on 
recovered  the  power  of  retaining  for  fix  hours  or  even 
more. 

On  the  15th  day,  the  fpermatic  cord  was  divided 
near  the  abdominal  ring,  without  occafioning  the 
leaft  hemorrhage.  On  examination  the  cord  was  found 
invefted  with  cellular  fubftance,  an  inch  in  thicknefs, 
but  in  a  healthy  ftate.  The  tefticle  was  alfo  perfectly 
found.*  The  patient  was  continued  to  be  drefled  in 
the  fame  Ample  manner,  and  the  wound  perfectly  cured, 
without  any  unfavorable  accident.  The  proftrate 
remained  for  a  confiderable  time  fo  extremely  fenfi- 
ble,  that  the  patient  could  not  admit  of  its  being  flight- 
ly  touched  without  fuffering  extreme  pain.  At  length 
however  it  got  buried  in  the  wound.  The  denuded 
inteftine  alfo  re-entered  the  abdomen.  The  patient 
no  fconer  began  to  walk,  than  a  retention  of  urine 

*  Richter  here  obferves,  that  it  would  have  been  found 
praétice  to  have  preferved  this  part  with  the  idea  that  nature 
would  elongate  the  fkin  fufticient  to  cover  it,  which  fhe  has 
effected  in  fimilar  cafes. 
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came  on  in  confequence  of  intemperance  :  it  was  ao* 
companied  with  the  general  fymptoms,  which  difap- 
peared  after  a  few  flight  purges.  The  urinary  paffages 
continued  to  he  affeCtcd  from  any  intemperate  irre¬ 
gularity  in  his  regimen.  The  cicatrization  was  per¬ 
fect  in  ten  weeks  after  the  accident.  There  remained 
an  opening  for  the  palfage  of  the  urine  three  lines  in 
diameter,  fituated  under  the  fymphifis  pubis,  a  little 
to  the  left  fide.  The  courfe  of  this  fiftulous  opening 
could  not  be  traced  :  it  was  only  perceived  that  the 
opening  of  the  bladder  did  not  correfpond  with  the 
external  opening,  but  was  rather  above  its  level.  To 
prevent  the  contraction  of  this  new  canal,  a  canula  of 
horn  was  introduced.  Some  time  after  the  patient 
withdrew  it,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  and  it  contracted  im¬ 
mediately  to  fuch  a  degree  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
a  very  fmall  tube  could  be  introduced. 

The  relator  of  the  cafe  has  preferved  the  parts  that 
were  torn  off  in  fpirit  of  wine. 
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Cafe  of  a  Patient  cut  for  the  Stone  -when  none  exifted, 
the  Symptoms  which  deceived  the  Operator ,  and  the 
Appearance  of  the  Parts  on  Dijfeftion. 


[By  M.  Blanc.] 


MR.  Blanc  was  confulted  for  a  child  of  five 
years  of  age,  of  a  good  conftitution,  who  for 
fix  months  experienced  great  difficulty  in  paffing  his 
urine.  From  what  he  learned  from  the  parents  of  the 
origin  and  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  united  to  the 
rational  and  exiftent  fymptoms,  he  was  led  to  fufpetfl 
that  there  was  a  ftone  in  the  bladder.  To  be  com- 
pleatly  convinced,  Mr.  Blanc  pafleci  a  hollow  found 
into  that  cavity,  and  felt  a  body,  the  collifion  of  which 
to  the  finger  as  well  as  to  the  ear  perfuaded  him  that 
it  was  a  ftone;  but  however,  to  be  (till  more  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  faeft,  he  pafled  his  fingertip  there<ftum, 
and  felt  very  diftintftly  the  body,  the  prefence  of 
which  had  been  felt  by  the  found.  The  nature  of  the 
difeafe  now  being  to  all  appearance  clear  and  decided, 
Mr.  Blanc  propofed  the  operation  to  the  parents  ; 
who,  from  the  confideration  of  the  pain  attendant  on 
the  difeafe,  readily  gave  their  confent.  The  opera¬ 
tion  was  performed  on  the  22c!  of  May,  1791,  in  the 
prefence  of  Meflrs.  Derade  and  Refonard,  furgeons. 
Mr.  Blanc  made  ufe  of  Mr.  Hawkins’s  gorget,  as 
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improved  by  Mr.  Default.  After  the  parts  were  pro¬ 
perly  divided,  Mr.  Blanc  placed  the  index  finger  of 
the  right  hand  on  the  gorget,  and  pufhed  it  gently 
into  the  bladder.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
the  introdu&ion,  which  induced  him  to  luppofe  that 
the  incilion  of  the  bladder  was  too  fmall  :  he  then 
attempted  to  enlarge  it  a  little  by  means  of  the  gor¬ 
get,  on  which  he  paffed  the  forceps.  The  difficulty 
experienced  in  moving  as  well  as  in  opening  them, 
induced  him  to  doubt  whether  they  were  in  the  blad¬ 
der  or  no.  This  was  however  afcertained  by  paffing 
the  catheter.  The  forceps  were  withdrawn,  and  new 
but  unfuccefsful  endeavours  were  made  to  extradl  the 
Bone  by  means  of  the  fiver  fcoop.  A  noife  was 
however  diftinCtly  heard,  fimilar  to  that  which  might 
be  iuppofed  to  refult  from  the  colifion  of  two  hard 
bodies,  and  which  tended  flill  more  to  confirm  the 
idea  of  the  exigence  of  a  calculus.  The  operation 
was  however  protracted  for  half  an  hour,  during  which 
the  child  fuffered  exquifite  pain.  Mr.  Blanc  now  de- 
fifted  from  any  farther  refearches  and  ordered  the  child 
to  be  put  in  the  bath,  which  he  fupported  but  half  an 
hour.  He  was  unwilling  to  take  any  thing;  and 
they  could  only  get  him  to  fwallow  a  few  fpoonfuls  of 
broth  a  confiderable  time  after  the  operation.  During 
the  whole  night  he  was  drowfy  and  heavy  ;  convulfions 
came  on,  and  at  the  end  of  24  hours  the  child  expired. 
The  opening  of  the  body  explained  the  circumftance 
that  led  to  the  error.  No  ftone  was  found  to  exift  : 
but  the  bladder  was  found  compact,  cartilaginous  in 

its  circumference,  and  contracted  to  fuch  a  point,  that 

«  • 
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it  was  fcarce  capable  to  contain  two  fpoonfuls  of 
fluid. 

From  the  incifion  of  the  canal  of  the  urethra,  of 
the  proftrate  gland,  and  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
being  fmall  in  extent,  the  introduétion  of  the  forceps 
became  difficult  ;  and  the  coats  of  the  bladder  were 
fo  firm,  that  they  would  not  admit  of  being  torn. 
After  the  kidnies,  the  ureters,  and  the  bladder,  were 
taken  out  and  examined,  it  was  found  that  the  left 
kidney  was  very  large,  covered  with  tubercles  red 
and  internally,  in  a  ftate  of  fuppuration.  The  ureter 
of  the  fame  fide  was  as  large  as  the  finger  throughout 
its  whole  extent  ;  and  the  coats  of  this  tube  refembled 
the  trachea  arteria.  The  right  kidney  was  nearly  in  a 
natural  {late,  but  the  correfpondent  ureter  was  fuffi- 
ciently  large  to  admit  a  writing  pen.  But  the  cir- 
cumftance  that  principally  led  to  the  fuppofition  of 
the  exiftence  of  a  flone  in  the  bladder,  was  the  fen- 
fation  refulting  from  the  prefence  of  the  catheter  in  fo 
confined  a  cavity,  whofe  coats  were  of  a  horny  tex¬ 
ture,  and  which  gave  to  the  finger  and  ear  the  fenfa- 
tion  of  a  hard  body,  when  ftruck  by  the  beak  of  the 
inflrument.  Even  after  the  bladder  was  taken  out, 
the  affiftants  all  agreed  that  the  collifion  they  felt  on 
introducing  the  catheter  might  impofe  on  their  fenfa- 
tions.  Mr.  Default  here  remarks,  and  with  great 
juftice,  that  the  caufes  that  led  to  Mr.  Blanc’s  error, 
might  deceive  other  lithotomifts;  and  that  their  pub¬ 
lication  cannot  but  be  othecwife  than  ufeful,  without 

-W 

being  the  lead  injurious  to  the  deferved  reputation  of 
the  furgeon. 

VoLf  II.  I  LUX- 
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LUXATIONS  OF  THE  HUMERUS, 

« 

I 

Luxation  downwards. 

CASE  I. 

* 

MBASTEON,  35  years  of  age,  luxated  her  hu- 
o  menus  downwards  by  a  fall  on  her  right  el¬ 
bow,  which  at  the  time  was  diftant  from  the  body.  The 
woman  came  to  the  hofpital  on  the  7th  of  September, 
1788,  a  few  hours  after  the  accident.  The  fhoulder 
%  and  arm  were  lower  and  the  humerus  fituated  more 
inwards  than  natural  :  the  acromion  projected  ;  beneath 
which  a  confiderable  depreffion  wasobferved.  There 
Was  a  confiderable  elevation  in  the  hollow  of  the  ax¬ 
illa,  formed  by  the  head  of  the  humerus.  The  arm 
would  not  admit  of  being  carried  forwards,  backwards, 
or  inwards,  without  moving  the  fhoulder,  and  at  the 
fame  time  caufing  exquifite  pain.  The  motion  out¬ 
wards  was  eafier,  and  attended  with  lefs  uneafinefs. 
The  reunion  of  fym  toms  juft  deferibed,  left  no  doubt 
of  the  exiftence  and  nature  of  the  luxation,  whicl) 
was  reduced  in  the  following  manner. 

The  patient  was  feated  in  a  high  chair,  with  the 
uninjured  fide  againfl  the  back.  A  round  thick  cufh- 
ion  was  placed  in  the  axilla  of  the  affefted  fide, 

under 
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under  which  a  fheet  was  paffed  folded  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  form  from  four  to  five  inches  in  width  :  the  ends 
of  this  fheet  were  united  above  the  healthy  fhoulder 
and  held  by  two  affiftants,  which  ferved  to  fix  the 
trunk  and  to  keep  up  a  confiant  extenfion  without 
ading  on  the  pedoralis  major  and  the  latiffimus  dorfi. 
Two  other  affiftants  kept  up  an  extenfion  by  holding 
the  fore-arm  above  the  wrift.  They  then  conducted 
the  arm  gradually  towards  the  fide,  whilft  Mr.  Default 
drew  the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm  upwards,  with  the 
intention  of  conducing  it  into  the  glenoid  cavity.  It 
was  reduced  in  this  manner  with  the  greateft  facility, 
and  from  this  time  the  patient  could  execute  the  dif- 
ferent  motions  of  the  arm  without  the  leaft  inconveni¬ 
ence.  A  flight  pain  remained  in  the  articulation, 
which  was  fcon  removed  by  wearing  the  arm  in  a  fling 
and  approaching  it  clofe  to  the  trunk.  The  fhoulder 
was  bathed  with  the  aq.  vegito.  By  means  of  exercife 
the  ftiffnefs  of  the  limb  fubfided  ;  and  ten  days  from 
the  time  of  the  redudion,  the  patient  was  as  well  as 
before  the  accident. 


I  2 


CASE 


CASE  II. 


[By  Mr.  Anthaume,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu. J 

I 

JSELIGNE,  a  robuft  man,  44.  years  of  age,  fell 
•  on  the  point  of  his  (boulder  from  a  height  about 
nine  feet,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1791.  The  pain, 
which  was  increafed  on  moving  the  arm,  and  the 
fwelling  which  took  place  almoft  inftantly,  determined 
him  to  apply  the  fame  day  at  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  In¬ 
dependent  of  the  fymptoms  pointed  out  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  cafe,  and  which  characterized  a  luxation  of 
the  arm,  there  was  an  extraordinary  degree  of  mobi¬ 
lity  in  the  head  of  the  humerus.  This  part  would 
admit  of  being  moved  with  equal  facility  againfl  the 
external  edge  of  the  peCtoralis  major,  the  anterior 
edge  of  the  latiffimus  dorfi,  and  againfl;  the  ikin  of  the 
axilla,  according  to  the  different  directions  given  to 
the  motions  of  the  arm  : — circumftances  that  led  to 
the  fuppofition  that  the  head  of  the  bone  was  out  of 
the  capfular  ligament.  The  fame  means  of  reduction 
were  employed  as  in  the  preceding  cafe.  Two  affift- 
ants  kept  up  an  extenfion  by  means  of  a  napkin  fe- 
cured  round  the  wrift  of  the  patient,  whilft  two  others 
kept  the  trunk  fixed  by  means  of  a  fheet,  whofe  aCtion 
on  the  mufcles  was  prevented  as  before  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  cufhion  in  the  axilla.  Their  endeavours 

were  however  ineffectual  for  fome  time  ;  and  it  was 
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xiot  till  after  an  equal  and  confiant  extenfion  had  been 
kept  up  for  foine  minutes,  that  the  mufcles,  wearied 
out,  fuffered  the  head  of  the  humerus  to  flip  into  the 
glenoid  cavity.  The  bone  appeared  to  have  regained 
its  cavity,  although  its  reduction  was  not  attended 
with  that  noife  which  almoft  always  occurs  in  recent 
luxations  ;  but  foon  afterwards  the  bone  was  again 
diflocated,  nor  was  the  reduction  poffible. 

_  t 

From  this  circumftance  Mr.  Default  judged  that 
the  head  of  the  bone  had  puflied  before  it  the  capfular 
ligament,  into  which  cavity  it  could  not  re-enter, 
from  the  narrownefs  of  the  aperture  formed  at  the 
time  of  the  luxation.  In  confequence  of  this  opinion, 
he  moved  the  arm  in  every  poffible  direction,  with 
the  view  of  enlarging  the  opening.  Fie  foon  felt 
fomething  tear,  which  apprized  him  that  his  views 
were  accompliflied-  The  extenfion  was  again  com¬ 
menced,  with  a  view  of  vanquifhing  the  refiflance  of 
the  mufcles.  No  difficulty  was  now  experienced  in 
the  reduction.  The  humerus  was  however  very  much 
difpofed  to  be  luxated,  and  to  prevent  it,  a  dreffing 
was  employed  nearly  fimilar  to  what  is  recommended 
in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Journal  for  fraélures  of  the 
clavicle.  The  whole  fhoulder  was  covered  with  a 
poultice  moiftened  with  aq.  veg.  The  next  day  the 
patient  was  feverifh  *,  the  tongue  was  covered  with  a 
thick  and  yellow  mucus;  the  mouth  bitter,  accom¬ 
panied  with  frequent  naufea.  A  grain  of  emetic  tar¬ 
tar  was  added  to  his  drink,  which  procured  fome  bi¬ 
lious  (tools,  and  produced  a  difappearance  or  the 
fymptoms.  A  conhderable  fwelling  now  affected  tire 
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fhoulder,  which  difappeared  in  five  da)'s  from  the 
confiant  application  of  the  cataplafm. 

On  the  6th  day,  a  new  bilious  difpofition  manifefled 
itfelf,  which  was  fuccefsfully  combated  by  a  grain  of 
emetic  tartar  infufed  in  a  pint  of  drink.  From  thi» 
day  confiant  exercife  was  employed,  with  the  view  of 
diffipating  a  confiderable  ftiffnefs  which  flill  exifled  in 
the  articulation.  This  rigidity  of  the  joint  gradually 
diminifhed,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  at  the  end  of 
a  month  he  was  capable  of  executing  all  the  different 
motions  of  the  arm,  but  with  fome  degree  of  difficulty 
and  conflraint. 


Cafe  of  a  Luxation  inwards * 


[By  Mr.  Faucheron,  formerly  Surgeon  to  the 

Hôtel  Dieu/) 

»  4 

» 

MGORRON,  63  years  of  age,  as  fhe  was  carry- 
«  ing  a  burthen  was  thrown  down,  on  the  right 
fide.  At  the  inflant,  the  elbow  was  removed  from 
the  body  and  carried  a  little  backwards.  She  pitched 
on  this  part  againfl  the  pavement.  A  great  portion 
of  the  head  of  the  humerus  being  pufhed  downwards 
<md  inwards,  paffed  out  of  the  articular  cavity,  tore 

the 
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tlie  capfular  ligament,  and  became  fkuated  between 

the  fubfcapularis  mufcle  and  the  fofla  of  the  fame 
name. 

This  woman,  who  came  immediately  to  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  had  the  affected  fhoulder  lower  than  the  other, 
and  the  fore-arm  in  a  (late  of  demi-flexion.  The  hu¬ 
merus  was  directed  towards  the  middle  of  the  clavicle, 
the  elbow  removed  from  the  trunk  and  fituated  a  little 
backwards.  A  depreffion  was  remarked  under  the 
acromion  and  an  obvious  projection  under  the  pecto¬ 
ral  is  major.  Mr.  Default  having  feated  the  patient 
in  a  chair,  placed  the  hand  of  the  affeCted  fide  between 
his  knees,  and  whilft  he  kept  up  an  extenfion  in  this 
manner,  conducted  with  his  hands  the  head  of  the  hu¬ 
merus  into  its  cavity,  by  drawing  upwards  and  back¬ 
wards  the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm.  After  the  reduc¬ 
tion  was  completed,  the  fhoulder  was  covered  with  a 
cataplafm  moiftened  with  aq.  veg.  As  neither  fwel- 
ling  or  pain  fupervened,  no  application  was  ufed  after 
the  third  day.  The  woman  left  the  hofpital  on  the 
7th  day,  and  executed  every  motion  of  the  arm  with 
eafe  and  convenience. 


Three  more  cafes  of  Luxations  of  the  Humerus  are  re¬ 
lated,  in  the  Journal  de v  Chirurgie  -,  but  as  nearly  the 
fame  means  were  adopted  for  their  reduction ,  and  as  the 
circumftances  vary  but  little 9  the  2  ranfator  has  omitted 

their  infer t ion. 
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The  General  History  of  the  Treatment  of 

Luxations. 


The  contemporaries  of  Hippocrates  diftinguifhed 
luxations  of  the  humerus  into  four  forts  ;  upwards, 
downwards,  forwards,  and  backwards  :  but  this  cele¬ 
brated  writer  admitted  only  of  the  luxation  down¬ 
wards,  the  only  one  he  had  met  with  in  his  prac¬ 
tice.  He  proves  at  length,  that  the  accident  which 
in  his  time  was  taken  for  a  luxation  forwards,  was 
nothing  elfe  but  a  projection  of  the  head  of  the 
bone,  which  naturally  in  thin  perlons  is  extremely 
obvious;  a  difpofition  of  parts  that  many  phylicians 
of  his  time  miftook  for  a  difeafed  alteration.  To 
difLingnifh  a  luxation,  we  are  recommended  by  this 
author  to  compare  the  affected  with  the  other  fide, 
and  to  be  cautious  not  to  be  deceived  by  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  fituation  of  the  arm  and  the  difficulty  of  mo¬ 
tion  ;  fymptoms  in  themfelves  equivocal,  and  often 
produced  by  a  fimple  contufion,  arid  the  confequent 
pain. 

The  fymptoms  that  are  mentioned  by  Hippocrates, 
as  charaCteriftic  of  this  accident,  arc  a  tumor  in  the 
axilla  formed  by  the  head  of  the  bone,  a  cavity  in  that 
part  naturally  occupied  by  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
bone,  and  a  projection  formed  by  the  acromonion 
above  this  cavity.  This  laft  fymptom,  he  mentions, 
is  equivocal,  as  it  occurs  equally  in  fraCtures  of  the 

apophy* 
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apophyfis.  In  this  luxation  the  elbow  is  feparated 
from  the  trunk,  nor  can  it  be  approached  but  by  ex¬ 
ternal  force,  which  produces  violent  pain.  The  fore¬ 
arm  remains  always  in  fuch  a  date  of  extenfion, 
that  it  cannot  be  fufficiently  bent  for  the  patient  to 
carry  his  hand  to  his  ear. 

For  the  redu&ion,  Hippocrates  firft  defcribes  the 
mofl:  fimple  means,  which  were  employed  by  the 
wreftlers  and  athletæ,  who  were  confiant ly  fubjedt  to 
this  accident.  He  afterwards  points  out  more  com¬ 
plicated  methods,  of  which  phyficians  might  avail 
themfelves  when  the  former  means  were  found  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  end.  The  firft  method  was  to  place  the 
fift  in  the  patient’s  axilla,  to  raife  the  head  of  the 
bone,  bringing  at  the  fame  time  the  elbow  from  the 
Tides,  and  pufhing  it  againft  the  ribs  with  the  knee, 

or  by  means  of  an  afiiftant,  who  was  defil  ed  to  apply 

( 

his  forehead  at  the  fame  time  againft  the  fhoulder  as  a 
fupport. 

The  fécond  was  to  place  the  fore-arm  of  the  af¬ 
fected  fide  behind  the  back  ;  then  with  one  hand  to 
grafp  the  elbow,  and  pufh  the  humerus  upwards, whilft 
the  other  was  fituated  at  the  pofterior  part  of  the  arti¬ 
culation  to  fupport  the  fhoulder.  Thefe  two  methods, 
rude  and  indifferent  as  they  are,  were  frequently  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs. 

In  the  third,  the  patient  was  laid  on  his  back, 
whilft  the  furgeon,  feated  on  the  fame  fide  as  the  lux¬ 
ated  limb,  kept  up  an  extenfion  on  the  wrift,  pufhing 
jn  the  head  of  the  bone  by  means  of  the  heel  in  the 

axilla,,  in  the  cavity  of  which,  and  as  çlofe  as  poffiblç 

to 
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to  the  ribs,  a  culhion  or  ball  was  direded  to  be  placed. 
During  this  time,  an  affiliant,  feated  behind  the  head 
of  the  patient,  pufhed  the  Ihoulder  down  with  his 
foot,  retaining  the  ball  at  the  fame  time  in  its  fitua- 
tion  by  means  of  a  band  which  he  drew  towards  him. 

The  fourth  method  was  to  place  the  axilla  of  the 
luxated  tide  on  the  fhoulder  of  a  vigorous  and  taller 
man  than  the  patient,  who  was  to  raife  himfelf  fud- 
denly,  and  draw  down  the  patient’s  arm  ;  the  trunk 
then  remained  fufpended,  and  formed  a  counter-poife. 

Such  were  the  modes  employed  by  the  wrefllers 
and  others  engaged  in  gymnaflic  exercifes  from  time 
immemorial.  The  means  of  redudion  in  ufe  fince  the 
time  of  Hippocrates,  and  which  are  to  be  found  in 
all  modern  books,  are  only  machines  fubftituted  for 
fimple  methods,  ading  certainly  on  the  fame  princi¬ 
ple  but  fufceptible  of  greater  force,  fuch  as  the  peftle, 
the  ladder,  and  the  machine  fo  famous  by  the  name 
of  ambi,  an  inflrument  preferred  to  all  others  by  Hip¬ 
pocrates  ;  and  which  he  conceived  adequate  to  the 
redudion  of  luxations,  even  of  long  Handing.  The 
peftle  was  nothing  elfe  but  the  infiniment  of  that 
name,  or  limply  a  flick,  one  end  of  which  refted  on 
the  ground  or  on  a  table,  whilll  the  other,  well  guarded 
with  linen,  was  placed  in  the  cavity  of  the  axilla,  and 
ferved  to  pufh  up  the  head  of  the  bone  ;  an  extenfion 
was  made  on  the  arm,  whilll  an  alliftant  kept  the 
trunk  fixed,  preffing  the  Ihoulder  down  at  the  fame 
time.  The  ladder  was  employed  on  the  fame  plan, 
after  an  eminence  was  formed  and  fufficiently  guarded 
to  be  adapted  to  the  cavity  of  die  axilla. 


The 
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The  ambi,  as  recommended  by  Hippocrates,  was 
not  a  very  complicated  machine  :  it  was  (imply  a 
piece  of  wood  or  a  plank,  about  two  fingers  breadth 
in  thick  nefs,  nearly  of  the  fame  length  as  the  luxated 
limb,  and  wide  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  arm. 
One  of  the  extremities  terminated  like  a  wedge, 
rounded  in  its  circumference  with  a  fmall  edge,  which 
was  fituated  between  the  trunk  and  the  head  of  the 
bone  when  the  inftrument  was  applied  to  the  axilla. 
The  inftrument  was  then  applied  to  the  whole  length 
of  the  arm,  and  fecured  by  a  number  of  bands  ;  one 
near  the  neck  of  the  humerus,  another  above  the  con¬ 
dyles,  and  the  third  to  the  wrift.  The  axilla,  or 
rather  the  correfpondent  portion  of  the  inftrument» 
was  fixed  to  a  crofs  bar  fupported  by  two  uprights, 
and  fufficiently  raifed  to  compel  the  patient  to  ftand 
on  tip-toe.  An  affiftant  retained  the  trunk,  towards 
whom  the  furgeon  conduced  the  arm,  forming  a  qua¬ 
drature  of  a  circle. 

For  want  of  a  crofs  bar  fixed  on  two  uprights,  a 
ladder,  a  door,  and  the  back  of  a  chair,  have  been 
employed,  with  the  patient  feated  tideways. 

Hippocrates  remarks,  that  luxations  happen  more 
rarely,  and  are  more  difficult  to  reduce,  in  ftrongand 
mufcular  habits,  than  in  weak  perfons,  whofe  joints 
are  relaxed. 

When  the  luxation  is  recent,  the  reduction  is  ef¬ 
fected  with  eafe,  often  before  the  operator  has  con¬ 
ceived  that  he  has  made  a  fufficient  extenfion  ;  but  it 
is  very  different  with  luxations  of  long  (landing  ;  and 

when  reduced,  it  is  difficult  to  retain  the  bone  in  its 

fitu- 
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fituation,  from  the  tendency  of  the  humerus  to  flip 
out  of  its  fituation,  from  a  flefhy  excrelcence  that  of¬ 
ten  forms  in  the  glenoid  cavity. 

The  precaution  we  fhould  obferve,  to  prevent  this 
from  happening,  is  to  keep  the  arm  clofe  to  the  trunk, 
and  fupport  the  elbow  by  means  of  a  bandage,  firft 
filling  up  the  cavity  of  the  axilla.  This  pra&ice 
fhould  never  be  negleded,  though  neither  pain  or 
difficulty  of  motion  fhould  exift.  When  inflamma¬ 
tion  fupervenes,  we  have  lefs  reafon  to  apprehend  a 
relapfe,  but  then  we  have  difficulty  of  motion  confe- 
quent  to  the  fwelling  and  pain  in  thefe  cafes. 

Hippocrates  recommends  the  application  of  a  ce¬ 
rate  to  the  fhoulder  with  thick  comprefles  fupported 
by  a  bandage;  but  the  remedy  on  which  he  places 
the  principal  reliance  isfriétion  on  the  part  aflecled  ;  a 
method  well  calculated  to  give  tone  to  relaxed  parts, 
and  to  relax  thofe  that  are  too  rigid. 

Such  is  the  abridgement  of  the  pra&ice  of  Hippo¬ 
crates  on  the  fubjeâ:  of  luxations  of  the  humerus  pro¬ 
duced  by  an  external  caufe.  Ceifus,  in  addition  to 
the  fymptoms  of  the  luxation  downwards,  mentions 
that  the  arm  is  longer  than  that  of  the  oppofite  fide. 
This  author  admits  of  the  luxation  inwards,  in  which 
cafe  the  arm  is  extended,  though  lefs  than  natural, 
and  the  elbow  is  brought  with  more  difficulty  forward 
than  backward.  For  the  redu&ion  of  the  luxation 
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downwards,  when  the  patient  is  not  very  ftrong,  he 
recommends  him  to  be  feated  in  a  high  chair  ;  and 
whilft  two  affiftants  keep  up  an  extenfion  on  the  arm, 
and  a  counter  extenfion  on  the  fcapula,  the  furgeon 
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pufnes  in  the  head  of  the  bone  with  his  knee  placed 
in  the  axilla,  retaining  the  fcapula  with  one  hand,  and 
with  the  other  debafes  the  arm  to  the  trunk.  In  the 
moft  difficult  cafes  he  has  recourfe  to  the  ambi  of 
Hippocrates  with  the  ladder. 

To  reduce  the  diflocation  forward,  he  laid  the  pa¬ 
tient  on  his  back.  An  affiftant  extended  the  arm, 
whilft  another,  fituated  behind  the  head  of  the  patient, 
kept  up  a  counter  extenfion  by  means  of  a  band 
placed  under  the  axilla  of  the  luxated  fide.  During, 
this  time,  the  furgeon  with  one  hand  turned  away  the 
patient's  head,  and  with  the  other  pufhed  the  fhoul- 
der  upwards,  and  in  this  way  pufhed  the  head  of  the 
humerus  into  its  cavity.  The  author  adds,  that  this 
is  lefs  difficult  of  reduction  than  the  luxation  down¬ 
wards. 

Galen,  in  his  commentaries  on  Hippocrates,  fays, 
that  the  humerus  can  be  luxated  downwards,  up¬ 
wards,  outwards,  and  forwards,  on  account  of  there 
being  no  oppofition  neither  on  the  fide  of  the  articu¬ 
lation  nor  from  the  furrounding  parts.  He  does  not, 
however,  inflance  a  cafe  of  a  luxation  forwards. 
With  refpe£t  to  the  luxation  upwards,  which  he  thinks 
poffible,  and  the  luxation  inwards,  which  he  con¬ 
ceives  impoffible,  it  is  difficult  to  comprehend  what 
he  means. 

The  phyfician  of  Pergamus  attributes  the  weaknefs 
and  thinnefs  that  fupervenes  in  the  mufcles  of  the 
limb,  when  incapable  of  being  reduced,  to  want 
£>{  exercife;a  circumftance  that  dcaped  the  notice 
9f  Hippocrates. 

Oribafius, 
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Oribafius,  in  that  part  of  his  compilation  preserved 
hv  Heliodorus,  admits  the  luxation  of  the  humerus 
downwards,  (when  the  head  of  the  bone  is  in  the  ax¬ 
illa,)  forwards  and  backwards.  He  carefully  defcribes 
many  complicated  machines,  invented  and  employed 
by  his  predeceflors  when  the  ordinary  methods  were 
found  infufficienr. 

The  firft  of  thefe  machines  is  a  ladder,  nearly  re- 
femblingthat  of  Hippocrates.  To  that  rounded  part 
of  the  ladder  deftined  for  the  reception  of  the  axilla 
was  attached  a  piece  of  wood  cut  out  in  a  wedge-like 
form,  the  thick  and  round  part  of  which  (guarded 
with  a  kind  of  mattrafs)  was  placed  from  the  fide  of 
the  trunk.  At  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  was  a  kind  of 
roller,  fimilar  to  the  axle  tree  of  a  hand-mill,  which 
kept  up  the  extenfion  of  the  arm  by  means  of  a  band 
fixed  above  the  condyles  of  the  humerus,  the  ends  of 
which  were  attached  to  this  kind  of  axle  tree,  round 
which  they  revolved  ;  whilft  the  trunk  of  the  patient, 
fufpended  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ladder,  formed  a 
counter  extenfion.  This  machine  ferved  for  every 
fpecies  of  luxation  :  the  procedure  of  the  furgeons 
and  his  affiftants  only  varied. 

In  the  luxation  downwards,  when  the  axle  tree  had 
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kept  up  a  fufficient  extenfion,  the  furgeon  drew  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  arm  upwards  and  outwards,  by 
means  of  the  end  of  a  bandage,  the  middle  of  which 
was  carried  under  the  axilla  :  the  axle  tree  was  then 
loofed  and  the  head  of  the  bone  conduced  into  its 
cavity.  To  reduce  the  luxation  forwards,  a  ftronge® 
extenfion  was  kept  up  than  for  the  preceding.  The 
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furgeon  with  one  hand  conduced  the  elbow  forwards 

and  againft  the  ladder,  and  pufhed  the  head  of  the 

\ 

bone  backwards  by  prefling  with  the  palm  of  his  hand 
that  eminence  which  is  formed  by  the  peéloralis  muf- 
cle.  During  this  time  an  afiiftant  fupported  the  fca- 
pula,  whilft  another  with  his  hands  round  the  patient’s 
neck  drew  the  trunk  from  the  fide  oppofue  to  the  ex- 
ten  fl  on. 

The  reduction  of  the  diflocation  outwards  was  per* 
formed  in  the  fame  way,  except  that  the  dire&ion  was 
precifely  contrary. 

Some  practitioners  recommend  the  extenfion  to  be 
made  differently — the  band  to  be  fixed  above  and  the 
condyles  of  the  humerus  attached  to  one  of  the 
lower  fteps  of  the  ladder.  The  middle  of  a  long  cord, 
placed  under  the  axilla,  embraced  the  fhoulder;  its 
ends  were  pafled  in  two  pullies  at  the  top  of  the  ladder, 
then  defcended  to  be  attached  to  the  axle  tree^  in  fuch 
a  way  that  the  extenfion  was  formed  by  the  elevation  of 
the  (boulder,  whilft  the  arm  remained  fixed.  Oribafius 
does  not  approve  of  this  method.  When  the  patient  was 
incapable  of  (landing  upright,  they  placed  horizon¬ 
tally  a  ladder  or  a  bench  pierced  with  holes,  to  which 
the  bands  and  the  axle  tree  was  fixed.  For  the  luxa¬ 
tion  downwards  and  forwards  they  laid  the  patient  on 
his  back,  and  on  his  belly  for  the  luxation  backwards. 
They  maintained  a  counter  extenfion  by  means  of  a 
band  which  embraced  the  axilla  of  the  patient,  and 
whofe  ends,  directed  obliquely  from  theoppofite  fide, 

were  fecured  or  the  gther  fide  of  the  head  :  or  con¬ 
formable 
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formable  to  Oribafius’s  plan,  fixed  the  trunk  by  â 
band  which  paffed  round  the  thorax  under  the  axilla. 

The  fame  author  deferibes  another  machine  which 
a£ls  on  the  fame  principle.  This  was  a  kind  of 
chair,  the  back  of  which  was  raifed  in  fuch  a  way  that 
the  patient  remained  fufpended.  When  the  axilla 
was  placed  on  the  fuperior  crofs  bar,  this  crofs  bar  re¬ 
volved  round,  by  which  means  it  inclined  the  kind  of 
wedge  which  was  placed  in  the  middle.  It  was  fixed 
by  a  peg.  The  extenfion  was  kept  up  by  a  fimilar 
axle  tree  to  that  of  the  ladder;  with  this  difference, 
that  the  ends  of  the  bands  fixed  on  the  humerus  were 
reflected  by  fixed  pullies  placed  above  and  below  the 
axle  tree,  before  it  was  fecured  to  the  infiniment. 

Paulus  Eginetus  admits  with  Oribafms  three  fpecies 
of  luxations  ; — downwards,  which  occurs  moft  fre¬ 
quently  ;  inwards  and  outwards,  which  happen  more 
rarely.  The  ambi,  which  he  employed  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion,  was  rounded  like  a  peflle  at  the  end,  which  cor- 
refponded  to  the  axilla  ;  inflead  of  thin  and  hollow, 
like  the  ambi  propofed  by  Hippocrates  and  adopted 
by  Celfus. 

Paulus  Eginetus  even  wiQied  that  the  crofs  bar  or 
ladder  which  fupported  the  injured  axilla  during  the 
reduction,  fhould  be  raifed  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  fuf- 
pend  the  trunk  of  the  patient.  Avicenna  admitted 
the  luxation  outwards  and  reje<5led  all  the  reft  :  he 
made  ufe  of  the  ladder  and  the  door  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  the  moderns  have  fince  employed  them;  that 
is  to  fay,  that  the  counter  extenfion  was  kept  up  by 
the  fufpended  body,  whilft  the  extenfion  was  made 
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on  the  arm.  He  alfo  employed  the  peftle;  but  in- 
ftead  of  fupporting  it,  like  the  Greeks,  on  the  earth 
or  on  a  table,  he  caufed  it  to  be  held  by  a  ftrong  man, 
who  exerted  all  his  ftrength  to  pufh  up  the  head  of 
the  humerus*  This  author  was  acquainted  with  the 
paralyfis  which  often  occurs  fubfequent  to  a  luxation 
and  regarded  this  accident  as  the  natural  effe&s  of  vio¬ 
lent  extenfion.. 

Albucafis  alfo  admits  of  three  fpecies  of  luxation, 
but  different  to  thofe  mentioned  by  Oribatius  and 
Paulus  :  one  downwards,  in  the  axilla  ;  one  forwards, 
on  theTide  of  the  thorax;  and  a  third,  which  very 
rarely  occurs,  upwards,  at  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
fhoulder;  the  Arabian  furgeon  only  employed  his 
hands  for  the  extenfion  and  conformation  when  the 
luxation  was  forwards  ;  when  the  reduction  was  diffi¬ 
cult  he  ufed  baths  and  embrocations.  Ambrofe  Paré 
admits  of  the  luxation  upwards;  in  which  cafe  the 
head  of  the  humerus  is  fituated  behind  the  clavicle. 
To  reduce  it,  he  railed  the  elbow  in  removing  it  from 
the  trunk  ;  prefling  at  the  fame  time  on  the  head  of 
the  bone  ;  or  laid  the  patient  on  his  back,  and  had 
the  extenfion  kept  up  by  an  afliftant.  For  the  luxa¬ 
tion  downwards  he  employed  the  means  recommend¬ 
ed  by  Hippocrates.  He  prefers  the  ambi  to  all  the 
others.  The  one  he  ufes  is  mounted  on  a  beam,  fe- 
curely  fixed  by  a  peg  of  iron,  which  paffes  in  a  hole 
pierced  near  the  extremity  that  ought  to  be  placed 
under  the  axilla.  One  of  Jus  contemporaries  added 
two  wings  to  this  inftrument,  which  embraced  for- 
Vol.  IT  K  *  wards 
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wards  and  backwards  the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm  and 
prevented  it  from  (baking. 

In  difficult  cafes,  Paré  made  ufe  of  pullies  to  keep 
up  the  extenfion.  One  end  of  the  pully  was  attached 
to  the  arm  and  the  other  to  a  fixed  point  :  one  alii  fi¬ 
ant  retained  the  trunk,  by  means  of  a  band  pafied  on 
the  patients  (boulder,  the  ends  of  which  he  drew 
downwards  and  backwards. 

Fabricius  Hildanus  employed  alfo  the  pully  ;  but 
inftead  of  fixing  them  as  Paré,  above  the  condyles  of 
the  humerus,  he  attached  them  to  the  wrift  :  for  the 
counter  extenfion  he  contrived  an  iron  ball  guarded  with 
compreffes,  fupported  with  a  handle  of  the  fame  me¬ 
tal,  which  was  fixed  by  means  of  a  ferew  on  the  bench 
where  the  patient  was  laid. 

Petit  diftinguifhes  four  cafes  of  luxation  of  the  arm  : 
downwards  on  the  fide  of  the  fcapula  ;  outwards  on 
the  fpine  of  that  bone  ;  inwards  in  the  hollow  of  the 
axilla*,  and  forwards  againft  the  coracoid  procefs  of 
the  fcapula  and  the  clavicle.  He  obferves  that  the 
arm  is  rarely  luxated  direélly  downwards  and  that 
it  is  with  difficulty  luxated  outwards.  The  fymp- 
toms  of  the  luxation  downwards  are  thofe  pointed 
out  by  Hippocrates  and  Celfus. 

In  the  luxation  outwards  the  elbow  is  carried  in¬ 
wards  and  approaches  the  thorax.  The  patient  is  in 
pain  when  it  is  removed.  The  arm  is  almofl  always 
longer  than  that  of  the  oppofite  fide.  In  the  luxation 
in  the  axilla,  thefymptoms  are  the  fame  as  when  lux¬ 
ated  downwards,  except  that  the  elbow  is  carried  a 
little  backwards  and  the  fore-arm  bent  ;  the  arm  is 
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generally  longer  than  natural.  The  figns  of  a  luxa¬ 
tion  forwards  are,  a  tumor  formed  by  the  head  of  the 
bone,  which  is  felt  between  the  coracoid  procefs  and 
the  clavicle,  a  cavity  under  the  acromion,  but  lefs 
than  in  luxations  downwards,  the  arm  is  fhortened, 
the  fore-arm  a  little  bent,  the  elbow  more  feparatcd 
from  the  trunk  and  fituated  more  backwards  than  in 
other  luxations.  When  the  head  of  the  humerus  is 
fituated  forwards,  under  the  pectoral  mufcle,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  reduce;  when  fituated  outwards,  is  eafy;  but  the 
moft  favorable  of  all  is  the  diflocation  direCtly  down¬ 
wards.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  humerus  is  deeply 
pufhed  in,  and  the  head  of  the  bone  fituated  under 
the  axilla,  it  is  always  attended  with  danger,  as  the 
head  of  the  bone  prefifes  on  the  axillary  veffels  and 
nerves,  and  produces  a  train  of  very  ferions  fymptoms. 
With  fat  people  thefe  luxations  are  difficult  to  re¬ 
duce. 

This  celebrated  practitioner  has  analyfed  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  different  methods  employed  by  Hip¬ 
pocrates,  and  has  pointed  out  their  inconveniences. 
He  prefers  the  following  method,  though  he  does  not 
conceive  it  will  be  efficient  in  every  cafe  :  he  keeps  up 
the  extenfion  by  means  of  affiftants;  who  hold  the 
inferior  part  of  the  arm  whilft  others  keep  the  trunk 

and  the  fcapula  fixed  ;  the  furgeon  then  attempts  the 
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reduction  by  embracing  with  his  hands  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  humerus,  and  raifing  it  with  a  towel 
paffed  under  the  injured  axilla  and  tied  round  his 
neck.  In  thefe  difficult  cafes.  Petit  invented  a  ma¬ 
chine  calculated  to  reduce  every  fpecies  of  luxation  of 
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the  arm:  this  is  a  pully  attached  to  a  kind  of  ambiy 
compofed  of  two  beams  joined  together  by  crofs  bars: 
this  machine  terminates  on  one  fide  by  two  branches, 
which  are  placed  both  behind  and  before  the  bread  ; 
a  piece  of  ticking,  with  a  hole  rent  in  the  middle  for 
the  introdu&ion  of  the  patient's  arm,  ferving  as  an 
u  arc  boutant ”  according  to  the  exprefhon  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  by  means  of  a  pouch  which  terminates  it  on 
each  fide,  and  in  which  the  correfpondent  portion  ot 
the  machine  was  engaged.  The  fixed  part  of  the 
pully  was  of  the  oppofite  fide  to  thefe  branches.  A 
filk  cord  that  paffed  on  the  pullies  was  fixed  by  one 
end  above  the  condyles  of  the  humerus,  and  the  other 
to  the  axle  tree.  The  furgeon  inclines  the  machine, 
more  or  lefs,  with  the  view  of  relaxing  the  mufcles  as 
much  as  pofiible;  preffing  the  extremity  of  the  ma¬ 
chine,  where  the  pully  is  attached,  againftthe  ground, 
with  one  hand  he  then  makes  the  extenfion,  by  mov¬ 
ing  the  axle  tree,  and  with  the  other  preffes  againft 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  humerus.  After  the  reduc¬ 
tion,  Petit  applies  compreffes  dipped  in  alum  and 
brandy,  and  retained  by  means  of  the  fpica  bandage. 
The  fore-arm  was  fupported  in  a  fling, 

Heifter  enumerates  four  fpecies  of  luxation:  down¬ 
wards  in  the  axilla  ;  forwards  under  the  pe&oralis  ; 
backwards  under  the  fcapula  ;  and  outwards  under 
the  fpine  of  that  bone. 

This  furgeon  points  out  a  great  number  of  ma¬ 
chines  for  the  reduction  of  the  humerus,  but  does  not 
hold  them  in  high  eftimation.  He  adopts  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  Gonei  and  Douglafs;  who  abfolutely  reject 
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the  uie  of  all  forts  of  machines,  and  concurs  in  think¬ 
ing  that  robuft  and  intelligent  afliftants  are  adequate 
to  the  purpofe. 

Dnverny  is  defirous  to  prove,  that  the  luxation  of 
the  humerus  is  in  the  firft  inflance  downwards,  as 
Hippocrates  has  obferved,  and  that  the  luxations 
forwards  and  backwards  are  only  confecutive.  This 
author  conceives  that  in  the  luxation  forwards  the  head 
of  the  bone  is  fituated  between  the  pe&oralis  major 
and  minor.  He  fuggefts  an  improvement  on  the 
ambi  of  Hippocrates. 

Dupony,  Fabre  and  Hevin,  decline  the  ufe  of  ma¬ 
chines.  They  keep  up  an  extension  on  the  wrifl  and 
a  counter  extenfion  on  thefuperior  part  of  the  thorax, 
by  means  of  a  napkin  placed  on  a  cufhion,  which 
filled  up  the  cavity  of  the  axilla  to  prevent  any  cora- 
preffion  on  the  pectoral  is  major  and  latiffimus  dorfi. 
German  furgeons  concur  in  opinion  with  Petit  that  it 
is  important  to  keep  the  fcapula  fixed  at  the  time  the 
counter-extenfion  is  kept  up.  Richter,  in  the  7th 
volume  of  the  Bibliotheca  Chirurgica,  mentions  a 
machine,  fimple  in  its  construction,  invented  by  a 
Mr.  HufTon,  furgeon,  of  Amfterdam,  which  is  pre¬ 
ferred  by  the  Dutch  to  all  others,  but  he  has  not 
given  a  defcription  of  this  infiniment. 

According  to  Bell,  the  humerus  is  more  frequently 
luxated  downwards  in  the  axilla,  fometimes  down¬ 
wards  and  forwards,  and  very  rarely  downwards  and 
outwards  under  the  fpine  of  the  lcapula.  This  fur¬ 
geon  defcribes  the  means  of  reduction  moll  in  ufe, 
and  confiders  their  advantages  and  inconveniences  : 
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he  has  alfo  given  an  engraving  of  the  ambi,  as  im¬ 
proved  by  Freke,  which  is  the  fame  as  Duverney’s, 
with  the  addition  of  an  axle  tree.  When  this  machine 
is  employed,  the  countcr-extcnfion  is  kept  up  by 
means  of  a  girth  pi  a  ed  on  the  injured  fhoulder,  and 
fecured  to  an  iron  pin  fixed  in  the  floor,  near  the  feet 
of  the  patient,  and  of  the  fide  oppofed  to  the  luxa¬ 
tion.  This  author  difapproves  of  every  fpccies  of 
lever,  and  thinks,  with  Heifter,  that  the  reduction  may 
be  always  effected  without  the  afliftance  of  machines, 
at  leaft  \yhen  it  is  recent.  Mr.  Bell  obferves,  that  fuc- 
cefs  is  more  frequently  obtained  by  the  art  with  which 
the  extenfion  is  directed  than  by  actual  force.  He  re¬ 
commends  thefurgeon  toadt  in  fuchaway  as  to  relax 
the  pedloralis  and  other  mufcles  at  the  time  the  ex¬ 
tenfion  is  made. 

What  has  been  related  is  nearly  the  practice  ob- 
ferved  by  the  ancients  and  moderns.  We  fee  that 
authors  difagree  concerning  the  place  by  which  the 
head  of  the  bone  efcapes,  and  its  fituation  fubfequent 
to  its  diflocation  from  the  articular  cavity.  We  find 
in  the  works  of  the  beft  writers  the  fame  fpecies  of 
luxation  indicated  under  different  names  and  the  fame 
names  applied  to  different  fpecies.  After  this  is  itafto- 
nifhing  therefore  that  our  ideas  fhould  be  confufed  on 
this  fubjedt?  It  is  however  of  the  fiift  importance  to 
afeertain,  in  each  fpecies  of  luxation,  the  precifepart 
of  the  glenoid  cavity  from  which  the  head  of  the  bone 
has  efcaped,  the  rout  that  it  has  followed,  and  the 
place  where  it  is  fituated.  An  acquaintance  with  thefe 
circumftances  would  tend  much  topointout  a  proper 

applica- 


application  of  the  curative  means.  Let  us  fuppofe 
the  glenoid  cavity  to  confift  of  four  edges  ;  a  fupe- 
rior,  ah  inferior,  an  internal,  and  an  external.  It  is 
evident  that  the  bone  cannot  efcape  by  the  fupcrior 
edge:  the  tendon  of  the  biceps,  the  fupra  fpinatus,  the 
coracoid  and  acromion  procédés,  the  triangular  liga¬ 
ment  and  the  deltoid  mufcle  form  on  this  fide  an  in- 
furmountable  barrier.  It  is  not  the  fame  with  refpeâ: 
to  the  three  others  :  neither  the  nature  of  the  articu¬ 
lation  or  the  furrounding  parts  afford  an  infurmount- 
able  obftacle  to  the  luxation  of  this  bone  ;  for  by  the 
application  of  an  adequate  force  it  will  admit  of  be¬ 
ing  difiocated  at  either  of  its  fides. 

Iif  the  luxation  downwards,  the  head  of  the  hume¬ 
rus  paffes  out  of  the  inferior  part  of  the  capfular  liga¬ 
ment,  and  is  lituated  between  the  tendon  of  the  anco- 
næus  magnus  and  that  of  the  fubfcapularis,  under  the 
inferior  edge  of  the  fcapula.  In  the  luxation  inwards, 
the  head  of  the  bone  efcapes  at  the  internal  edge  of 
the  articulation,  and  becomes  lodged  between  the  muf¬ 
cle  and  the  fubfcapularis  foffa.  If  the  bone  is  lux¬ 
ated  outwards,  it  will  be  fituated  between  the  fupra- 
fpinatus  and  the  foffa  of  the  fame  name,  after  having 
torn  the  external  part  of  the  capfule.  The  two  firft 
kind  of  luxations  are  frequent,  and  generally  occa- 
fioned  by  falls.  A  fall  on  the  fide,  whilft  the  arm  is 
feparated  from  the  trunk,  the  elbow  raifed,  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  head  of  the  humerus  downwards,  and  in¬ 
deed  almoft  out  of  the  cavity,  will  ftretch  violently 
the  inferior  part  of  the  ligament;  and  if  the  fall  is  vio- 

K  4  lent. 
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lent,  the  ligament  will  be  torn,  and  the  humerus  lux* 
ated  downwards. 

The  luxation  inwards  takes  place  on  the  (lime  prin¬ 
ciples,  if  the  elbow  is  fituated  behind  and  removed 
from  the  trunk.  With  refpeél  to  the  luxation  out¬ 
wards,  it  is  neceffarily  a  rare  occurrence,  as  no  cafes 
have  been  hitherto  related.  We  can  conceive  that  it 
only  can  happen  but  at  the  time  the  arm  is  brought  to 

the  trunk,  and  carried  towards  the  oppofite  fhoulder. 

« 

This  accident  rarely  happens  without  a  concurrence 
of  very  extraordinary  circumftances.  Such  are  the 
luxations  that  we  may  term  primitive.  The  head  of 
the  bone,  when  it  has  paffed  out  of  its  cavity,  does 
not  always  reft  in  the  part  where  it  was  originally 
fituated  :  a  frefh  fall,  the  efforts  of  the  patient,  the 
inconfiderate  conduct  of  the  affiftants,  and  a  number 
of  other  caufes,  may  produce  an  alteration  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  luxation,  which  we  term  confecutive.  It 
is  thus,  that  when  the  humerus  is  in  the  ftrft  inftance 
luxated  downwards,  it  paffes  between  the  folia  and  the 
fubfcapularis  muicle  to  form  the  confecutive  luxation 
inwards.  It  is  thus  that  the  confecutive  luxation 
takes  place  upwards,  when  the  head  of  the  bone  paffes 
by  the  inferior  or  internal  part  of  the  capfule,  and 
mounts  afterwards  behind  the  clavicle.  If  this  third 
fpecies  is  not  what  Galen  means  by  his  luxation  up¬ 
wards,  it  is  certainly  what  is  meant  by  Paré  ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  deferibed  by  this  laft  au¬ 
thor,  proves  that  he  has  met  with  it  in  his  pradlice. 
However  it  is  a  rare  accident  ;  and  the  bone  mounts 

but 
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but  by  flow  degrees  behind  the  clavicle,  and  a  confi- 
derable  time  after  the  primitive  luxation. 

Mr.  Default  has  preferved,  in  his  anatomical  cabi¬ 
net,  an  inftance  of  this  fpecies  of  luxation.  The  head 
had  formed  a  new  articular  cavity  behind  the  clavi¬ 
cle,  and  was  united  to  the  furrounding  parts  by  new 
formed  ligaments. 

On  the  whole,  we  may  diftinguifh  five  fpecies  of 
luxations  of  the  arm  :  i.  the  primitive  luxation  down¬ 
wards  ;  2.  the  primitive  luxation  inwards  ;  3.  the 
primitive  luxation  downwards,  and  confecutively  in¬ 
wards  4.  the  primitive  luxation  downwards  or  in¬ 
wards,  and  confecutively  upwards;  5.  the  luxation 

outwards  and  backwards. 

.  * 

The  luxation  downwards  is  always  primitive,  and 
when  upwards  always  confecutive  ;  but  the  two  fpe¬ 
cies  of  luxation  forward  are  incapable  of  being  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  each  other  ;  the  commemorative 
figns  are  the  only  means  to  diftinguifh  them  ;  and  it 
would  be  the  fame  with  luxations  outwards,  if  they 
were  fometimes  primitive  and  fometimes  confecutive. 
Agreeable  to  Petit’s  idea,  and  other  fubfequent  wri¬ 
ters,  if  it  is  not  always  eafy  to  diftinguifh  whether 
luxations  are  primitive  or  confecutive,  we  can  how- 
r  ever  find  no  difficulty  in  difcovering  the  particular 
fpecies.  The  fraCture  of  the  acromion  has  impofed 
on  practitioners  f  nee  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  as  the 
projection  of  this  procefs  was  the  only  object  of  their 

*  Thefe  two  laft  fpecies  are  the  fame  without  doubt  as  the 
jyxatjon  downwards  of  Hippocrates  and  Petit. 
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attention.  It  was  the  fame  with  the  fra&ure  of  the 

1 

clavicle,  which  deceived  the  wreftlers  in  the  time  of 
Galen  :  but  this  could  never  happen  to  a  judicious 
and  attentive  furgeon.  A  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the 
humerus  is  very  apt  to  lead  to  an  erroneous  prognos¬ 
tic. 

Often  the  Superior  extremity  of  the  displaced  frag¬ 
ment  of  the  bone  is  Situated  forwards  and  inwards, 
and  Seems  directed  towards  the  middle  of  the  clavi¬ 
cle;  the  elbow  is  Situated  behind;  the  arm,  removed 
from  the  trunk,  cannot  be  brought  to  the  body  with¬ 
out  pain,  and  the  fhoulder  is  unnaturally  depreffed, 
even  more  than  in  a  luxation.  This  laft  circumftance 
will  alone  throw  light  on  the  nature  of  the  complaint; 
but  there  are  other  characteristic  Signs,  which  in  ge¬ 
neral  will  lead  to  a  diScovery  of  this  accident. 

When  Swelling  has  not  Supervened,  the  end  of  the 
inferior  fragment  may  be  felt,  which,  from  the  touch, 
is  eafy  to  diftinguifh  from  the  head  of  the  bone;  and 
unlefs  there  is  extraordinary  tumefaction  of  the  fhoul¬ 
der,  we  may  be  always  certain  that  the  head  of  the 
humerus  is  in  the  cavity,  and  that  it  is  no  longer  the 
center  of  revolution  for  the  arm;  the  crepitus  may 
alSo  be  generally  felt,  at  leaft  when  the  fracture  is  re¬ 
cent.  The  means  that  have  been  adopted  for  the  re¬ 
duction  of  luxations  may  be  divided  into  three  gene¬ 
ral  clafTes  :  in  the  one,  the  bone  is  pufhed  into  the 
articular  cavity  without  any  fenfible  extenfion  ;  in  the 
other,  the  head  of  the  humerus  is  difengaged  by  the 
extenSion,  and  by  the  adjacent  parts  conducted  into' 

it$ 
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its  natural  fituatlon;  and  a  third  clafs  is  the  refult  of 
the  other  two  methods  combined. 

All  the  means  employed  by  Hippocrates,  except¬ 
ing  one,  were  by  impulfion.  When  the  fift  was 
placed  in  the  axilla,  and  the  elbow  removed  from  the 
trunk,  the  head  of  the  humerus  was  pufhed  out¬ 
wards,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  drawn  upwards, 
as  much  by  the  aCtion  of  the  mufcles  as  by  the  re¬ 
action  of  the  fuperior  motion  of  the  capfular  liga* 
rnent.  From  the  combination  of  thefe  two  forces 
there  refults  one  effeCt,  abfolutely  the  fame  as  when 
the  elbow  is  pufhed  from  behind  forwards  and  from 
below  upwards,  as  in  the  fécond  mode  adopted  by  the 
gymnaftics. 

In  both  cafes  nothing  more  is  done  than  forcing 
the  head  of  the  humerus  to  Hide  on  the  inferior  edge 
of  the  fcapula,  as  on  an  inclined  plane  :  it  is  the  fame 
with  the  fourth  method,  where  the  patient  is  lifted  on 

* 

the  fhoulders  of  a  flrong  man.  The  ambi,  in  what¬ 
ever  manner  it  is  applied,  aCts  on  the  fame  principle, 
as  it  is  only  a  longer  and  a  ftronger  lever  fubftituted 
for  one  of  lefs  length  and  force,  which  in  the  other 
methods  wras  formed  by  the  arm. 

All  thefe  various  methods  may  be  employed, 
though  not  without  bruiting  in  a  greater  or  lefs  de¬ 
gree  the  head  of  the  humerus  itfelf,  and  the  parts  with 
which  it  is  connected  ;  but  in  cafes  of  luxations  in¬ 
wards,  to  this  firft  inconvenience  we  may  add  their 
inutility,  independent  of  the  bruifing  and  contufion, 
which  in  this  cafe  will  produce  very  ferious  confe- 

quences*  The  head  of  the  humerus  does  not,  as  in 
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the  luxation  downwards,  form  an  inclined  plane  ;  for 
inltead  of  Hiding  into  the  glenoid  cavity,  it  is  pulhed 
more  under  the  lubfcapulary  folia,  where  it  remounts 
behind  the  clavicle.  It  is  alfo  often  impoflible  to  dif- 
cover  the  fide  in  which  is  the  aperture  in  the  capfular 
ligament. 

Extenfion  is  not  productive  of  thefe  inconve¬ 
niences,  for  by  this  method  the  articulation  and  the 
adjacent  parts  are  not  fubject  to  contufion.  Extenfion 
is  calculated  for  every  fpecies  of  luxation,  and  its  ap¬ 
plication  does  not  require  the  furgeon  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  precife  fituation  of  the  opening  in 
the  capfular  ligament  :  if  the  extenfion  is  conveniently 
applied  and  properly  directed,  the  reduction  generally 
takes  place  of  itfelf.  In  the  luxation  downwards,  for 
example,  the  humerus  cannot  defeend,  without  pull¬ 
ing  down  in  folds  the  deltoid,  the  fupra-fpinatus,  the 
tendon  of  the  biceps,  the  infra-fpinatus,  the  lubfca- 
pularis,  and  even  the  capfular  ligament  itfelf.  Thefe 
parts,  brought  back  into  their  fituation  by  means  of 
extenfion,  carry  the  head  of  the  humerus  upwards  ; 
Avhijft  the  tendon  of  the  triceps,  which  had  been 
pufhed  downwards,  is  now  raifed,  and  concurs  in  the 
fame  adtion,  the  effect  of  which  is  neceflarily  to  carry 
the  bone  into  the  articular  cavity.  In  the  luxation 
inwards,  the  parts  fituated  on  the  outfide  of  the  arti¬ 
culation  are  dragged  forwards  and  inwards  by  the 
head  of  the  humerus,  and  thofe  fituated  on  the  infide 
are  pulhed  in  the  fame  direction.  Both  of  thefe, 
during  their  extenfion,  drag  or  pufh  the  head  of  the 
bone  backwards  and  outwards. 
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1  rl  the  primitive  luxation  downwards,  and  contecu- 
lively  inwards  or  even  upwards,  the  head  of  the  hu¬ 
merus,  paffing  through  the  inferior  part  of  the  capfu- 
lar  ligament,  drags  firft  downwards,  then  forwards 
and  upwards,  the  mufcles,  and  all  the  parts  which 
cover  the  fuperior  edge  of  the  articulation,  and  thofe 
on  its  internal  fide. 

When  thefe  parts  ale  extended,  will  they  not,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  pull  the  bone  downwards,  then  out¬ 
wards  and  upwards,  and  in  fa<ft  make  it  pafs  a  con¬ 
trary  courfe  to  what  it  took  when  the  luxation  took 
place  ?  It  is  then  evident  that  extenfion  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  in  all  thefe  cafes  for  the  reduction  without  any 
other  difpofition  of  the  parts,  unlefs  adhefion  to  the 
furrounding  parts  has  taken  place,  or  the  a<ftion  of  the 
mufcles  altered,  from  the  length  of  time  that  has 
palfed  fince  the  luxation  originally  took  place.  It 
fometimes  happens  that  recent  luxations  are  difficult 
of  reduction,  although  the  head  of  the  bone  may  be 
eafily  directed  towards  the  glenoid  cavity. 

Sometimes  the  opening  in  the  capfular  ligament  is 
too  narrow  to  permit  the  bone  to  repafs  through  it, 
whilft  the  extenfion  is  kept  up.  The  head  of  the 
bone,  in  paffing  into  the  articular  cavity,  conveys 
with  it  a  portion  of  the  capfular  ligament,  wrhich  is 
again  pufhed  out  of  the  cavity,  as  foon  as  the  arm  is 
left  to  itfelf.  It  is  perhaps  in  fimilar  cafes  that  we 
have  fometimes  feen  rafh  and  ignorant  empirics 
fucceed  by  means  of  giving  extenfive  motion  to  the 
arm,  when  regular  furgeons  have  viewed  them  as  irre¬ 
ducible* 
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There  is  one  very  ferious  fymptom,  to  which  au¬ 
thors  have  not  particularly  attended  :  this  is  the  pally, 
which  is  fometimes  confequent  to  the  luxation  in¬ 
wards.  Modern  practitioners  know,  that  this  acci¬ 
dent  is  the  effeCt  of  compreffion  or  contufion  of  the 
nerves  by  the  head  of  the  bone,  a  circumftance  which 
fhould  be  explained  to  the  patient. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  pain  and  fwelling  which  may 
fupervene  after  reduction,  the  cataplafm  moiltened 
with  aq.  veg.  is  the  application  moll  in  repute. 


Reflections  and  Observations  on  the  PunCturc 

of  the  Bladder. 


[By  Mr.  Noel,  formerly  Surgeon  Major  in  the 
French  and  American  Armies,  and  now  Surgeon 
in  Chief  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  at  Rheims.1 

i 

AMONGST  the  great  number  of  caufes  pro¬ 
ductive  of  retention  of  urine  in  the  bladder, 
there  is  none  more  frequent  than  the  difeafes  of  the 
urethra.  The  majority  of  practitioners  are  perfectly 
aware,  that  thefe  obftruClions  cannot  be  enured  but  by 
perfifting  in  the  ufe  of  a  bougie  for  a  confiderable  time 
and  in  thefe  cafes  its  introduction  requires  practice 
and  dexterity.  It  often  happens  that  by  ill-direCted 

endeavours. 
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endeavours,  inftead  of  removing  them,  they  are  aug¬ 
mented  and  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  mod 
expert  operator  cannot  introduce  the  catheter.  When 
the  difeafe  has  attained  this  height  it  is  neceffary  to 
have  recourfc  to  the  pundture.  This  operation  is 
performed  in  three  different  ways  :  i.  up  the  rectum, 
2.  in  perinæo,  3.  by  the  hypogaftric  region.  Mr. 
Noel  is  of  opinion,  that  the  operation  up  the  redtum 
is  embarraffing,  and  fubjedt  to  many  inconveniences. 
When  the  canula  of  the  trocar  is  left  in  the  inteftine, 
till  fuch  time  as  the  natural  courfe  of  the  urine  is  re- 
eftablifhed,  thete  is  confiderable  pain  induced  every 
time  the  inftrument  is  moved,  or  the  patient  has 
occafion  to  go  to  ftool;  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
withdrawn  as  foon  as  the  urine  is  evacuated,  does 
not  it  often  happen  that  the  artificial  opening 
clofes  before  the  natural  one  is  re-eftabli(hed  ?  a 
circumftance  which  renders  a  renewal  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  neceffary.  In  the  operation  in  perinæo,  there 
is  reafon  to  apprehend  very  ferious  fymptoms,  as  the 
inftrument  muft  pafs  through  parts  in  a  ftate  of  dif¬ 
eafe,  or  near  becoming  fo.  It  is  certain,  that  in  the 
lpecies  of  retention  now  treated  on,  fometimes  the 
perinæum  and  fc  rot  urn.  partake  of  that  inflammation 
which  affedled  primarily  the  canal  of  the  urethra;  and 
it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  thefe  parts  affedled  with 
gangrene,  confequent  to  the  ineffectual  methods  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe.  According  to 
Mr.  Noel's  opinion,  the  fedtion  in  the  hypogaftric  re¬ 
gion  merits  the  preference  ;  as  pundturing  the  bladder 

in  this  way  is  exempt  from  the  danger  and  inconve¬ 
niences 
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niences  attendant  on  the  other  methods.  The  part 
to  be  pundtured  is  removed  from  the  feat  of  the  clif^ 
eafe,  and  the  canula  of  the  trocar  can  be  fecurely 
fixed,  without  the  leaft  pain  or  inconvenience  ;  and 
whatever  fome  authors  may  affert  to  the  contrary,  the 
urine,  Mr.  Noel  aflerts,  pafles  out  with  the  greateft 
facility.  Mr.  Noel  then  relates  the  following  cafes  in 
fupport  of  the  juftice  of  his  opinion. 


CASE 


< 


I. 


IN  the  month  of  March,  1787,  a  man,  60  years 
of  age,  who  for  many  years  had  been  fubjedt  to 
obftrudtions  in  his  urethra,  and  was  in  the  habit  of 
introducing  bougies  himfelf,  one  day  was  unfortunate 
enough  not  to  fucceed  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  differ¬ 
ent  attempts  that  he  had  made  brought  on  a  total 
fuppreffion.  Immediately  the  ufual  means  were 
employed  for  his  relief,  fuch  as  bleeding,  the  warm 

i 

bath,  drinks,  &c,  but  without  fuccefs;  and  after  try¬ 
ing  ineffectually  to  pafs  both  a  filver  catheter  and  one 
of  the  elaftic  gum,  Mr.  Noel  was  called  in.  From 
the  extreme  tenfion  of  the  lower  abdominal  region, 
and  the  violent  pain  in  the  loins,  Mr.  Noel  conclu¬ 
ded  no  time  was  to  be  loft,  and  that  recourfe  fhould 
be  had  immediately  to  the  pundture.  The  patient 

was 


(  *59  ) 

was  placed  againft  the  edge  of  the  bed  in  an  upright 
p oft ure,  and  fupported  by  two  affiliants.  Mr.  Noel 
then  plunged  a  curved  trocar  immediately  above  the 
fymphifis  pubis  into  the  bladder.  This  inftrument  was 
about  four  inches  and  a  half  in  length.  As  foon  as 
the  ftilet  was  withdrawn,  and  the  canula  left  in  the 
bladder,  the  urine  flowed  out  with  even  more  facility 
than  from  a  healthy  urethra;  the  patient  obferved 
that  he  experienced  very  little  pain.  The  orifice  of 
the  canula  was  clofed  with  a  fmall  cork,  and  main¬ 
tained  in  its  fituation  by  a  bandage  pafled  round  the 
body.  The  whole  was  covered  with  a  napkin  three 
times  folded,  pafled  under  the  loins,  and  fecured  to 
the  fide  by  three  firings.  To  prevent  the  derange¬ 
ment  that  the  napkin  might  occafion  to  the  cork  and 
to  the  projecting  extremity  of  the  canula,  they  were 
furrounded  with  a  iinen  ring  or  pad  about  two  inches 
in  diameter  and  one  inch  in  thicknefs.  When  the 
patient  had  occafion  to  make  water,  he  unloofed  the 
firings  of  the  napkin,  withdrew  the  cork  from  the 
canula,  and  then  by  inclining  a  little  either  to  the 
right  or  left,  he  pafled  his  urine  without  the  leaft  dif¬ 
ficulty.  Mr.  Noel  remarked  from  the  fiift  day  fome 
tenfion  in  perinæo,  which  propagated  itfelf  to  the 
ferotum  :  this  fwelling  became  confiderable,  and  in 
eight  days  terminated  in  a  gangrenous  abcefs,  which 
was  opened,  and  nearly  a  pint  of  putrid  matter  dif- 
charged;  half  the  ferotum  was  thrown  off*  in  gan¬ 
grenous  floughs  ;  but  the  tefticles  having  remounted 
towards  the  abdominal  rings,  the  reft  of  this  pouch 
was  fufficient  to  inveft  them.  As  foon  as  the  princi- 
Vol.  II.  L  pal 
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pal  fymptoms  began  to  fubfide,  Mr.  Noel  attempted 
to  introduce  a  fmall  bougie  of  the  elaflic  gum  into 
the  urethra  ;  though  the  refiftance  was  not  great, 
Mr.  Noel  thought  it  prudent  not  to  ufe  too  much 
force.  The  next  day  he  fucceeded  in  pafling  it  into 
the  bladder,  and  left  it  in  the  urethra  for  two  hours 
before  he  withdrew  it.  From  this  time  the  urine 
began  to  flow  in  fmall  quantities  for  the  courfe  of  a 
month.  Mr.  Noel  purfued  the  fame  plan  every  day, 
augmenting  from  time  to  time  the  fize  of  the  bougies 
and  differing  them  to  remain  a  longer  time  in  the 
paffage.  When  Mr.  Noel  found  that  the  urine 
paffed  in  a  full  ftream,  he  withdrew  the  canula,  and 
in  two  days  the  wound  was  entirely  clofed.  He  re¬ 
marks,  that  he  could  have  withdrawn  it  fooner  ;  but 
as  it  occafioned  no  uneafinefs  to  the  patient,  and  as 
he  was  able  to  pafs  and  repafs  from  his  chamber,  he 
conceived  it  mod  eligible  to  let  it  remain  until  the 
obftrudions  in  the  urethra  were  completely  removed. 
From  this  time  he  has  never  had  occafion  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  bougies,  the  ufe  of  which  he  could  not  did 
penfe  with  for  a  month  for  many  years, 
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CASE  II. 


IN  July,  1788,  Mr.  Noel  was  called  in  to  a  cafe 
of  retention  of  urine,  dependent  on  the  fame 
caufes  as  the  preceding  cafe.  The  perinæum,  as  well 
as  the  fcrotum,  was  fwelled,  but  they  were  attended 
with  lefs  pain  than  in  the  preceding  cafes.  The  pa¬ 
tient  was  afraid  of  the  operation  ;  and  to  prevent  it 
being  neceffary,  he  drank  very  little  for  the  fpace  of 
five  days.  In  confequence  of  this  prudent  precau¬ 
tion,  the  tenfion  of  the  hypogaftric  region  was  not 
confiderable.*  Mr.  Noel  did  not  propofe  the  punc¬ 
ture,  or  even  bleeding,  from  the  opinion  that  a  gan¬ 
grenous  depofit  would  take  place  ;  and  in  fact  the 
next  day,  on  opening  the  inferior  part  of  the  fcrotum, 
a  prodigious  quantity  of  putrid  matter  was  difcharged. 
This  produced  a  relaxation  of  the  canal,  and  the  next 
day  the  urine  began  to  flow;  two  thirds  of  the  fcro¬ 
tum  floughed  off,  the  fame  as  in  the  preceding  cafe. 

Mr.  Noel  obferves,  that  he  relates  this  cafe  merely 
with  the  intention  of  fhewing,  that  in  theie  fpecies  of 

*  In  cafes  of  retention  of  urine,  if  the  ufe  of  all  drinks  were 
inftantly  fuppreffed,  and  the  patient  fupported  by  a  few  fpoon- 
fuls  of  jelly,  lemonade,  wine  and  water,  to  be  taken  every  half 
hour,  time  would  be  gained  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the 
courfe  of  the  urine  before  the  bladder  would  be  filled,  and  the 
neceffity  for  the  operation  by  punfture  very  rarely  occur. 
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retention  the  perinæum  is  more  or  lets  affedted,  and 
that  any  operation,  however  trifling,  will  only  tend  to 
augment  the  mifchief.  Mr.  Noel  likewife  remarks, 
that  many  practitioners  concur  with  him  in  prefering 
the  hypogaftric  fe&ion,  and  that  others  objeCt  to  it 
from  the  idea  that  the  urine  would  pals  through  the  ca- 
nula  with  difficulty,  and  that  in  old  fubjefts  the  bladder 
would  be  fituated  too  deep.  The  two  following  cales 
are  related  with  the  view  of  obviating  theie  objec¬ 
tions. 


CASE  III. 

ON  the  20th  of  May,  1790,  Mr.  Noel  was  fent 
for  to  a  patient  67  years  of  age,  afflicted  with 
retention  of  urine.  Three  days  before,  a  furgeon  ex¬ 
perienced  the  greateft  difficulty  in  pafling  the  cathe^ 
ter  into  the  bladder.  As  this  infiniment,  which  had 
been  left  in  the  bladder,  was  extremely  inconvenient, 
it  was  withdrawn  the  morning  of  the  day  when  Mr. 
Noel  was  confulted  with  the  intention  of  pafling  one 
of  the  elaftic  gum.  Before  they  attempted  its  intro¬ 
duction  they  waited  until  the  evening,  to  fee  if  the 
urine  would  pafs  without  the  afliflance  of  this  inftru- 
ment  ;  but  as  all  the  endeavours  of  the  patient,  joined 
to  all  the  means  that  were  employed,  were  unattended 

with 
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with  fuccefs,  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  was 
again  attempted,  but  without  fuccefs.  At  this  pe¬ 
riod  Mr.  Noel  was  called  in,  who  immediately 
propofed  the  pundture  as  the  only  means  of  cure. 
The  bladder  was  extremely  tenfe;  from  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  pain,  the  patient  was  impatient  for  the 
operation.  It  was  immediately  performed,  in  the 
fame  manner  and  with  the  fame  facility  as  in  the 
preceding  cafe;  the  treatment  differed  only  in  this 
particular,  that  inftead  of  leaving  the  canula  in  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  treatment,  it  was  withdrawn  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  twelve  days,  and  one  of  the  elaflic  gum 
introduced,  without  the  leaft  difficulty,  in  its  (lead. 
This  was  changed  every  ten  or  twelve  days,  to  pre¬ 
vent  obftruclion  from  concretion,  &c.  During  this 
time  Mr.  Noel  was  occupied  in  the  cure  of  the  ftric- 
tures.  At  the  end  of  the  feventh  week  the  urine 
palfed  through  the  urethra  with  tolerable  freedom  ; 
the  canula  was  not  again  introduced  ;  and  five  days 
afterwards,  by  means  of  flight  and  confiant  com- 
preffion  made  by  means  of  a  bandage  palfed  round 
the  body,  the  aperture  was  clofed,  and  the  patient 
completely  cured. 
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CASE  IV. 


MP.  a  bookfeller,  66  years  of  age,  for  a  pc- 
•  riod  of  twenty  years  had  paffed  his  urine 
with  difficulty.  In  the  year  1 773,  for  the  firft  time 
he  experienced  a  total  fuppreffion,  which  was  removed 
by  bleeding  and  the  warm  bath.  From  this  time 
the  urine  flowed  with  difficulty  *  from  the  extreme 
finenefs  of  the  ftream,  it  was  judged  that  a  confidera- 
ble  obflruâiion  exifted.  On  the  ift  of  July,  1791, 
the  fuppreffion  was  renewed.  Towards  7  o’clock  in 
the  evening  M.P.  fent  for  his  furgeon,  who  bled  him 
and  ordered  the  warm  bath,  with  the  ufe  of  drinks. 
Thefe  means  were  unattended  with  fuccefs;  from 
the  fymptoms  being  confiderably  aggravated,  the 
furgeon  was  again  fent  for  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  : 
he  then  attempted  to  introduce  the  catheter,  but  did 
not  fucceed.  Mr.  Noel  was  lent  for.  At  this  time 
the  hypogaftric  region  was  extremely  tenfe,  accom¬ 
panied  with  confiderable  pain,  extending  along  the 
courfe  of  the  ureters  and  the  loins.  Mr.  Noel  made 
fome  ilight  attempts  to  pafs  a  very  fmall  catheter  of 
the  elaftic  gum,  but  was  equally  unfuccefsful  as  the 
other  furgeon.  It  was  agreed  that  he  fhould  take  his 
drink  by  fpoonfuls,  and  try  again  the  effe&s  of  the 
bath  ;  thefe  endeavours  did  not  fucceed,  and  the  ne- 
ceffity  for  the  operation  by  pun&ure  was  mutually 
agreed  on  ;  the  confent  of  the  patient  was  obtained, 
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and  an  hour  fixed  to  perform  it.  When  the  furgeons 
arrived,  no  change  or  augmentation  of  the  fymptoms 
was  remarked  ;  in  confequence  the  operation  was  im¬ 
mediately  performed  in  the  fame  manner  as  defcribed 
in  the  preceding  obfervations.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
treatment  no  circumftance  occurred  worthy  of  remark. 
On  the  13th  day,  inftead  of  the  filver  canula  one  was 
fubftituted  made  of  the  elaftic  gum,  about  four  inches 
and  a  half  in  length.  Every  ten  or  twelve  days  Mr. 
Noel  obferves  that  he  was  bold  enough  to  change  the 
catheter,  after  emptying  the  bladder  ;  a  practice  he 
did  not  adopt  in  the  cafe  firft  related,  from  the  appre- 
henfion  that  the  bladder  would  recede  and  fink  into 
the  pelvis,  and  that  in  confequence  of  this  déplace¬ 
ment  the  orifice  of  the  bladder  would  not  correfpond 
with  the  external  opening  ;  a  circumftance  which 
would  neceftarily  have  rendered  the  re- introduit  ion 
of  the  canula  almoft  impoftibie,  and  befides  expofe 
the  patient  to  the  danger  confequent  to  a  diffufion  of 
the  urine.  The  motive,  Mr.  Noel  continues  to  re¬ 
mark,  that  induced  him  to  change  the  canula  in  this 
cafe,  was  the  confie! erable  quantity  of  tartarous  con- 
cretions  found  on  the  infide  as  well  as  on  the  furface 
of  the  canula  introduced  in  the  firft  cafe,  which  was 
withdrawn  at  the  expiration  of  fix  weeks.  This  cir¬ 
cumftance  induced  him  to  hazard  the  changing  of 
the  canula  in  this  laft  cafe.  The  facility  with  which 
it  was  done,  induced  Mr.  Noel  to  conjecture  that  an 
adhefion  took  place  between  the  bladder  and  the  in¬ 
fide  of  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen  fome  days  after  the 
operation,  and  which  effedtually  prevented  all  danger 
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of  extravafation.  The  flriôtures  in  the  urethra  were 
fo  completely  overcome  by  perfifting  in  the  ufe  of 
bougies,  that  the  patient  palled  his  urine  nearly  in  a  full 
firearm  Seven  weeks  tranfpired  during  his  cure,  two 
of  which  only  he  was  neceflitated  to  keep  his  bed. 


Cafe  of  a  Necrofis  of  the  Lower  Jaw. 


[By  M.  Devers,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

CATHERINE  Sen  i  gaud,  10  years  of  age,  was 
attacked  in  the  year  1785  with  the  confluent 
{mail- pox,  the  cure  of  which  was  abandoned  totally 
to  nature.  At  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  when  defquam- 
mation  was  taking  place,  a  period  when  the  cure  was 
fuppofed  to  be  perfedt,  a  considerable  pain  affedted 
the  left  cheek  towards  the  articulation  of  the  lower 
jaw  ;  four  or  five  days  afterwards  the  part  was  tenfe, 
hot,  fwelled,  and  accompanied  with  pungent  pain. 
The  parents  were  poor  peafants;  and  from  their  po¬ 
verty  were  compelled  to  leave  it  entirely  to  nature. 
Thefe  fymptoms  increafed  ;  the  fwelling  now  ex¬ 
tended  as  far  as  the  commillure  of  the  lips  a  confi- 
derable  abcels  formed,  which  broke  of  itfelf.  It  was 
fituated  on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  towards  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  fuperior  branch  of  the  jaw.  The  pains 
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now  leffened  for  fome  days,  but  the  fymptoms  were 
foon  after  renewed,  and  the  fwelling  became  fo  con¬ 
siderable  that  the  patient  could  only  fwallow  even 
fluids  with  difficulty.  No  relief  was  obtained  till  a 
new  abcefs  formed  externally,  which  was  opened, 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  fetid  fanions  matter 
discharged.  The  quantity  diminished  by  degrees, 
and  at  the  end  of  twenty-fix  days  the  opening 
was  completely  clofed.  A  Short  time  afterwards  a 
third  abcefs  formed:  the  inferior  dentes  molaris,  af¬ 
fected  with  caries,  Separated  from  the  jaw  ;  the  exter¬ 
nal  fiftulous  opening  again  clofed,  and  broke  out 
again  nine  different  times  in  the  Space  of  two  years 
and  a  half.  The  cicatrix  at  laft  appeared  firm,  but 
the  cheek  ftill  remained  Swelled,  with  a  confiant 
oozing  of  matter  in  the  infide  of  the  mouth.  The 
jaws  were  Separated  fome  lines  from  each  other  ; 
they  could  not  be  Separated  or  approached  but  by 
means  of  external  force,  which  produced  considera¬ 
ble  pain  ;  as  Such,  no  Solid  food  could  poffibly  be 
taken. 

Such  was  her  Situation  when  (he  was  admitted  into 
the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  10th  of  April,  1788.  Mr. 
Default  Separated  the  jaws  Sufficiently  to  introduce  his 
finger  without  ufing  any  violence  ;  he  felt  with  its 
extremity  a  piece  of  detached  bone  fituated  along  the 
branch  of  the  jaw,  and  engaged  in  the  Soft  parts  only 
by  its  extremities.  Mr.  Default  then  paffed  a  pair  of 
forceps,  and  extraCled  a  fmall  portion  which  broke 
off  ;  he  laid  hold  of  it  a  Second  time,  and  Succeeded 

in  the  extradtion  of  the  whole  portion.  This  frag¬ 
ment 
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ment  comprehended  all  the  branch  of  the  jaw,  with 
its  condyle,  the  coronoid  procefs,  and  the  whole  infe¬ 
rior  angle.  As  foon  as  it  was  removed,  the  patient 
was  capable  of  opening  and  fhutting  the  mouth  with¬ 
out  pain,  and  was  capable  of  madicating  folid  food 
the  next  day.  He  left  the  hofpital  eight  days  after¬ 
wards  without  experiencing  the  flighted  inconveni¬ 
ence.  The  regenerated  bone  appeared  to  poflefs  the 

/ 

fame  folidity  as  the  red  of  the  jaw,  and  its  motions 
were  equally  perfect  ;  it  was  only  remarked  that  the 
new  formed  bone  was  fituated  lower  and  projedled 
more  outwards  than  the  other  branch  of  the  jaw. 


Cafe  of  a  critical  Abcefs  in  the  Groin ,  which  terminated 
in  Gangrene ,  and  afforded  a  Difcharge  to  the  F*ces. 

[By  Mr.  Vielle,  formerly  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel 

Dieu.] 


A  WOMAN  named  Villette,  55  years  of  age, 
and  of  a  weak  conditution,  was  attacked  with 
a  putrid  fever  in  the  beginning  of  November  1789. 
"I  he  difeafe  was  treated  according  to  the  opinion  of 
an  empiric.  A  critical  abcefs  formed  in  the  right 
groin,  which  terminated  in  gangrene.  On  the  5th 
of  the  following  December  Mr.  Vielle  was  con- 
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fulted  tor  the  firft  time.  There  was  a  fof't  and  livid 
tumor,  about  the  fize  of  the  fift,  in  the  center  of 
which  was  an  aperture  fo extremely  imall  that  it  fcarce 
admitted  the  difeharge  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  pus. 
The  pulfe  was  weak  and  concentrated,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  in  a  (late  of  marafmus.  Alter  Mr.  Vielle  was 
fat  is  tied  from  her  relations  that  the  had  never  been 
afflicted  with  a  hernia,  he  cautiouHy  enlarged  the  ori¬ 
fice  by  cutting  on  a  grooved  director.  A  putrid 
fanies  was  difeharged,  and  the  wound  dreffed  with 
lint  dipped  in  brandy  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  dref- 
fings. 

The  next  and  the  following  days  the  pledgets  were 
dipped  in  a  decoction  of  bark  and  honey,  and  covered 
with  comprefles  wet  with  brandy,  as  in  the  preceding 
evening.  One  drachm  of  bark  was  preferred  to  be 
taken  every  morning  for  the  eight  firft  days,  and  a 
drink  of  decoétion  of  rice  fweetened  with  lyrnp  of 
maltimallows.  The  prog.refs  of  the  gangrene  feemed 
checked  from  the  feventh  day  after  the  enlargement 
of  the  orifice,  and  fuppuration  began  to  take  place. 
On  the  1 2th  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  of  a  ver- 
million  colour,  and  the  bottom  deterged  in  three  days 
afterwards,  except  in  its  middle,  where  there  re¬ 
mained  a  blackilh  efcar  of  the  fize  of  the  nail,  which 
was  detached  by  the  17th,  on  which  day  Mr.  Vielle, 
on  removing  the  pledget  which  covered  the  dear, 
found  it  tinged  with  fæces  ;  he  alio  remarked  an 
opening  fituated  at  the  crural  arch,  which  admitted 
the  introduction  of  a  large  found  in  the  inteftinal 

tube.  From  this  period  the  wound  was  dreffed  dry 
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and  covered  with  comprefTcs  dipped  in  weak  limé 
water.  The  wound  foon  filled  up,  and  cicatri¬ 
zation  took  place  from  the  circumference  to  the  cen¬ 
ter,  which  was  completed  by  the  27th.  There  {till 
remained  a  fiftulous  opening,  though  fmaller  than 
before,  which  gave  iflue  to  the  fæces.  Mr.  Vielle 
placed  a  culhion  on  the  fiftulous  orifice,  and  retained 
it  by  the  fpica  bandage  for  the  groin.  This  was  re¬ 
moved  every  day,  and  the  parts  well  cleaned  ;  and 
by  means  of  keeping  up  this  preflure  for  the  fpace  of 
fifteen  days,  the  fiftula  was  perfectly  clofed,  and  a 
firm  cicatrix  formed.  Two  years  have  tranfpired 
fince  her  cure  without  her  experiencing  the  flighted; 
inconvenience. 
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CONTINUATION  OF  THE  DISEASES' 
OF  THE  URINARY  ORGANS. 

Retention  of  Urine  from  fwelling  of  the  Proftrate. 

TH  E  truth  of  an  enlarged  proftrate  producing 
retention  of  urine  is  proved  by  daily  obferva- 
tion*,  but  independent  of  this  confideration,  we  have 
only  to  confider  the  connection  of  the  proftrate  with 
the  beginning  of  the  urethra,  and  to  recolleCt  that 
this  part  of  the  canal  is  only  of  a  membranous  tex¬ 
ture. 
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ture,  and  we  muft  conceive  that  the  fwelling  of  this 
gland  can  fcarce  take  place  without  in  fome  decree 
contracting  that  part  of  the  urethra  which  it  em¬ 
braces.  The  fwelling  of  the  proftrate  may  depend 
on  inflammation,  abcefs,  or  ftones  formed  in  its  fub- 
ftance;  it  may  arife  from  varicous  fwellings  of  the 
veflels  which  circulate  through  it  ;  or  it  may  depend 
on  fwelling  or  fchirrus  induration.  Our  diagnoftic 
of  the  retention  of  urine  produced  by  either  of  thefe 
caufes,  Should  be  regulated  by  our  knowledge  of  the 
fymptoms  peculiar  to  each,  combined  with  the  gene¬ 
ral  fymptoms  of  retention.  When  this  accident  is 
produced  by  inflammation  of  the  proftrate,  the  re¬ 
tention  is  foon  produced,  and  the  fymptoms  rapidly 
advance.  The  patient  at  firft  experiences  a  fenfe  of 
weight  and  .heat  in  perinæo,  and  in  the  anus;  he 
foon  complains  of  a  confiant  pulfatory  pain,  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder  :  this  pain  is  aug¬ 
mented  on  going  to  ftool  ;  he  is  affe&ed  with  tenefmus 
and  frequent  defires  to  make  water,  accompanied 
with  a  fenfation  as  if  the  reCtum  was  plugged  up  with 
fæces  ready  to  be  evacuated  ;  and  by  pafting  the  fin¬ 
ger  up  the  reClum,  the  proje&ion  formed  by  the 
proftrate  may  be  diftin&ly  felt  at  the  anterior  part  of 
the  gut.*  In  evacuating  the  urine  a  considerable 


*  J.  L.  Petit,  in  his  pofthumous  works,  vol.  3,  page  27,  men¬ 
tions  a  new  Symptom  of  the  fwelling  of  the  proftrate  :  he  fays, 
“  that  if  the  Surgeon  will  infpeét  the  patient  at  the  time  of  go¬ 
ing  to  ftool,  he  will  find  the  anterior  part  of  the  projection 
formed  by  the  faeces,  hollowed  in  confequence  of  pafting  over 
the  proftrate  in  a  Swelled  ftate  prefling  againft  the  anterior  part 
of  the  reCfum. 
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time  elapfes  inpafilng  the  firft  drops;  and  ifincreafed 
efforts  are  made  for  its  expuifion,  a  new  obftacle 
arifes,  for  the  proflrate  is  pufhed  more  and  more 
againft  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  clofes  its  aperture, 
nor  can  the  patient  make  water  till  he  fufpends  his 
efforts.  The  dream  of  the  urine  is  fmall,  and  the 
pain  in  difcharging  it  proportioned  to  the  degree  of 
inflammation  affecting  the  proflrate.  There  is  one 
particular  fymptom  attending  this  fpecies  of  reten¬ 
tion,  which  is,  that  when  a  bougie  or  found  is  intro¬ 
duced,  it  eafily  paffes  as  far  as  the  proflrate,  where  it 
is  (topped,  and  the  contact  is  attended  with  extreme 
pain.  Tliefe  circumllances  are  accompanied  with 
the  general  fymptoms  indicative  of  inflammation. 

This,  as  well  as  all  kinds  of  retention  produced  by 
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fwelling  of  the  proflrate,  or  by  other  obftructions  in 
the  urethra,  are  in  general  more  dangerous  in  them- 
felves  than  thofe  which  are  only  occafioned  by  weak- 
nefs  of  the  bladder.  In  thefe  laft  there  is  no  reafon 
to  apprehend  that  the  paffage  to  this  viicus  will  be 
clofed  :  the  urethra  being  free,  its  Tides  are  not  ap~ 
plied  with  fufficient  clofenels  to  each  other  to  obftruCt 
the  flow  of  urine,  which,  after  diftending  the  blad¬ 
der,  is  evacuated  by  the  re-a6tion  of  this  viicus,  af- 
fifled  by  the  aCtion  of  the  abdominal  mufcles. 

In  cafes  of  this  defcription,  patients  generally  live 
for  many  years  without  experiencing  any  ferious  ac¬ 
cident  ;  but  it  is  very  different  when  they  arife  from 
obftruCtions  in  the  urethra  ;  for  independent  of  the 
natural  refiflance  of  this  canal,  the  accidental  obfta- 
des  which  arife  from  its  contraction  occafion  a  greater 
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degree  of  refiftance  than  the  tunics  of  the  bladder, 
which  burft  when  diftended  beyond  their  tone.  In 
thefe  cafes  the  indication  is  clear  ;  for  as  refolution  is 
the  mold  favorable  termination  of  every  fpecies  of 
inflammation,  all  our  endeavours  fhould  be  directed 
to  this  end  ;  thus  bleeding  from  the  arm,  leeches  to 
the  margin  of  the  anus,  warm  baths,  emollient  clyf- 
ters,  and  poultices  applied  to  the  perinæum,  are  the 
different  means  we  fhould  employ.  All  anti-phlo- 
giftic  drinks,  which  are  efficacious  in  all  other  inflam¬ 
matory  difeafes,  in  thefe  cafes  are  more  injurious 
than  ufeful,  for  the  fymptoms  are  aggravated  by  ac¬ 
celerating  the  fecretion  of  urine,  Inftead  of  drink, 
the  patient  fhould  take  fome  flices  of  orange,  or  a 
few  fpoonfuls  of  linfeed  tea,  or  of  decodion  of  dog’s 
tooth,  &c.  but  whatever  means  are  employed,  they 
are  in  general  flow  in  their  e  fifed,  and  the  fymptoms 
are  too  urgent  to  admit  waiting  until  their  natural 
courfe  is  re-effablifhed.  Sometimes  the  bladder  lofes 
its  elasticity  from  the  too  violent  diftenfion  of  its  fi^ 
bres.  The  ufe  of  the  catheter  now  becomes  necei- 
fary  ;  but  from  the  contradion  of  that  part  which 
pafles  through  the  proftrate,  the  introdudion  of  this 
infiniment  becomes  difficult  and  painful.  We  fuc- 
ceed  generally  better  with  a  large  than  a  fmall  cathe¬ 
ter;  it  may  be  made  either  of  filver  or  elaftic  gum. 
When  there  is  occafion  to  leave  it  in  the  canal,  that 
of  the  elaftic  gum  fhould  be  preferred  ;  but  whatever 
catheter  is  employed,  it  generally  pafles  with  eafe  as 
far  as  the  proftrate,  where  it  is  flopped,  not  only  by 
the  tightnefs  of  the  canal,  but  by  the  alteration  in  the 
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curvature  of  this  canal  -,  foi  the  proftrate  cannot  fwell 
without  pufhing  forward  and  upward  or  fideways,  that 
part  of  the  urethra,  behind  which  it  is  fituated  ;  a. 
confederation  which  fhould  conftantly  be  kept  in 
view  with  refpe<ft  to  the  length  and  direction  that 
fhould  be  given  to  the  beak  of  the  catheter,  which 
fhould  be  longer  and  more  curved;  and  in  palling  it, 
it  Ihould  be  more  raifed  than  in  other  obftrudtions  of 
the  canal.  After  being  allured  as  much  as  poflible 
that  the  end  of  the  catheter  correfponds  exactly  to 
the  direction  of  the  urethra,  and  that  its  obftacle  to 
its  entrance  into  the  bladder  depended  no  longer  on 
the  tightnefs  of  the  paffage,  we  have  no  reafon  to  fear 
making  afalfe  paffage  by  pufhing  on  the  inftrument, 
which  will  certainly  dilate  the  canal  through  which  it 
paffes  fooner  than  deviate  into  a  wrong  direction. 
We  muft  acknowledge,  however,  that  it  would  be 
dangerous  for  the  young  and  unexperienced  prac¬ 
titioner  to  regulate  his  practice  by  this  rule.  To  pafs 
the  catheter  with  bold  nefs  requires  confiderable  prac¬ 
tice,  joined  to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  different 
curvatures  of  the  paffage.  With  the  advantages  of 
this  experience, the  f  tuation  and  direction  of  the  beak 
of  the  gorget  will  always  be  known.  If  the  infini¬ 
ment  is  forcibly  pufhed  on,  at  the  time  the  beak  is 
held  too  low,  or  inclined  on  one  fide,  a  falfe  paffage 
will  inevitably  be  formed,  by  tearing  the  membra¬ 
nous  part  of  the  urethra  ;  an  accident  highly  danger¬ 
ous,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  increafe  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  proftrate,  and  render  the  introdu&ion  of 
the  inftrument  ftill  more  difficult  ;  and  under  thefe 
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eircumftanccs  the  operation  of  pundturing  the  blad¬ 
der  above  the  pubis  will  expofe  the  patient  to  lefs 
danger.  The  cafes  adduced  by  Mr.  Noel  ferve  to 
prove  the  advantages  of  this  mode  of  operating;  be- 
iide,  in  cafes  of  inflammation  of  the  proftrate,  wc 
have  particular  reafon  to  expedt  fuccefs  from  the  ope¬ 
ration  by  puncture,  for  as  it  is  the  nature  of  inflam¬ 
mation  to  terminate  foon  if  refolution  takes  place, 
there  is  not  any  neceflity  to  leave  the  canula  in  the 
bladder  tor  any  confiderable  time;  and  the  urethra 
now  being  free,  will  admit  of  the  paflage  of  a  bougie. 
We  Ihould  however  remark,  that  notwithftanding  the 
number  of  fuccefsful  cafes  where  pundture  has  been 
performed,  it  is  certainly  attended  with  danger,  and 
fhould  never  be  pradtifed  till  after  repeated  and  fruit- 
lefs  endeavours  to  introduce  the  catheter,  and  after 
attempting  to  procure  a  flow  of  urine  by  leaving  a 
bougie  in  the  paflage  for  feveral  hours  ;  a  fortunate 
event  which  by  this  means  has  been  often  procured, 
although  the  obftacle  remained.  On  thefe  occaflons 
a  confultation  Ihould  always  be  held;  and  if  the 
means  mentioned  above  are  then  unfuccefsful,  re- 
courfe  fhould  be  had  without  hefitation  to  the  punc¬ 
ture. 

But  fuppofmg  a  catheter  can  be  introduced  as  far 
as  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  fhould  it  be  left  in  the 
paflage  or  not  after  the  evacuation  of  the  urine?  It 
is  certain  that  its  prefence  in  that  portion  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  embraced  by  the  proftrate  can  on' y  aggravate 
the  inflammation  of  that  gland;  on  the  other  hand 
we  have  reafon  to  tear  that  it  it  is  withdrawn,  its  rc- 
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introduction  will  become  impoflible;  under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  it  is  difficult  to  apply  a  general  precept. 

When  inflammation  of  the  proflrate  does  not  ter¬ 
minate  in  refolution,  fuppuration  is  the  frequent  refult. 
This  fuppuration  appears  not  to  attack  the  body  of 
the  gland,  but  the  furrounding  cellular  texture  which 
connects  the  lobes  which  compofe  it  ;  this  appearance  has 
been  remarked  in  many  fubje&s  diffe&ed  at  the  Ho¬ 
tel  Dieu.  Though  we  have  feen  very  extenfive  abcef- 
fes  in  this  gland,  we  have  never  yet  feen  an  inftance 
where  it  has  been  deftroyed  by  the  fuppurative  pro- 
cefs  :  on  the  contrary  we  have  remarked  that  it  has 
remained  larger  than  its  natural  fize,  and  that  the  cel¬ 
lular  texture  was  moiflened  with  pus.  Little  facs  or 
follicles  of  pus  are  often  found  between  its  lobes;  and 
when  the  depofit  has  been  confiderable  they  have 
been  generally  fituated  on  the  outfide  of  the  gland, 
either  between  it  and  the  bladder  or  on  the  fide  of 
the  rectum. 

We  know,  when  retention  of  urine  is  kept  up  by  a 
fwelling  of  the  proflrate  in  a  date  of  fuppuration, 
when  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  exift  after  the 
eighth  day  from  the  invafion  of  the  difeafe,  and  that 
after  increafing  in  violence  till  that  period,  they  have 
appeared  to  diminifh,  and  once  more  to  augment  in 
force,  and  when  the  fever  is  exacerbated  in  the  even¬ 
ing  and  preceded  by  fhivering, 

Thefe  fymptoms  clearly  prove  the  fuppuration  of 
the  proflrate;  but  there  is  no  particular  fign  that  de¬ 
cidedly  indicates  whether  the  pus  is  infiltrated  in  the 
gland,  or  an  abcefs  formed;  and  in  this  cafe,  the 
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•precife  place  of  its  fituation  cannot  be  afcertained. 
The  prognoftic  of  this  difeafe  is  not  the  fame  in  each 
ot  thefe  fpecies  of  fuppuration  :  in  general  an  abcefs 
in  the  body  of  the  gland  is  attended  with  lefs  danger 
than  a  general  affection  of  its  cellular  fubftance  ;  in 
this  laft  cafe  a  cure  is  rarely  obtained,  for  the  pus 
being  diffeminated  in  ail  points  of  the  gland,  cannot 
make  its  way  externally,  nor  are  the  fymptoms  fuffi- 
ciently  clear  to  juftify  an  incifion  of  the  proftrate  with 
the  view  of  facilitating  its  evacuation,  which,  though 
it  might  favour  the  exit  of  the  matter  near  the  edges, 
would  contribute  little  to  the  difcharge  of  the  pus  fi- 
tuated  at  a  greater  diftance.  In  thefe  cafes  nature 
fometimes,  though  rarely,  produces  a  cure  by  a  re-ab- 
forbtion  of  the  pus  :  but  where  the  fuppuration  is  fitu- 
ated  in  the  cellular  covering  of  the  proftrate,  or 
between  that  gland  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  it 
often  breaks  fpontaneoufly  into  that  vifcus  or  is  opened 
by  the  beak  of  the  catheter,  when  the  pus  will  pals 
through  the  infiniment,  and  by  this  means  every  ob- 
flacle  will  be  removed  that  prevented  the  deterpon 
and  cicatrization  of  the  pouch  that  contained  it.  If 
the  matter  is  feated  near  the  redtum,  or  in  perinæo, 
and  its  exiftence  and  fituation  are  clear  to  the  touch, 
a  large  opening  is  advifeable  to  facilitate  the  cure. 
In  thefe  different  cafes  the  indication  of  cure  admits 
of  variation,  but  in  all  the  ufe  of  the  catheter  is  ne- 
ceffary,  and  fometimes  indifpenfable  for  the  eva¬ 
cuation  of  the  urine:  and  as  it  is  neceffary  that  it 

fhould  remain  in  the  bladder,  it  fhould  be  made  of 
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the  elaftic  gum  in  preference  to  filver.  Great  cau- 

M  z  ti on 


(  178  ) 

tion  fhould  be  ufed  in  its  introduction.  When  the 
matter  is  formed,  and  the  prominent  part  of  the 
abcefs  is  fituated  towards  the  urethra  or  neck  of  the 
bladder,  it  is  often  ruptured,  on  the  introduction 
of  the  catheter,  by  the  beak  of  the  infiniment.  We 
are  apprized  of  this  happening  by  the  pus  being  dff- 
charged  without  any  mixture  of  urine.  In  this  cafe 
we  fhould  wait  till  the  difeharge  is  ceafcd,  then  with¬ 
draw  the  inftrument  for  a  few  lines  to  difengage  it 
from  this  falfe  paftage,  then  elevate  the  beak  and  pafs 
it  on  into  the  bladder. 

When  the  abcefs  burfts  lpontaneoufiy,the  pus  which 
is  difeharged  mixes  with  the  urine.  Whether  the 
abcefs  breaks  into  the  urethra  or  into  the  bladder,  it 
is  convenient  to  let  the  catheter  remain  in  the  bladder 
and  to  perfift  in  its  ufe  till  the  mine  ceales  to  be  pu¬ 
rulent.  In  the  firft  cafe  it  is  neceflary,  to  prevent 
the  urine  in  its  paftage  through  the  urethra,  coming 
in  contad  with  the  feat  of  the  abcefs  ;  in  the  fécond 
cafe,  injeClions  ftightly  deterfive  (hould  be  thrown 
into  the  bladder  twice  a  day,  and  repeated  frequently. 
The  firft  quantity  that  is  thrown  in  fhould  be  buffered 
to  pafs  out  immediately  :  this  ferves  to  dilute  the 
pus,  and  to  clean  out  the  bladder  and  the  feat  of  the 
abcefs.  The  laft  quantity  injeCted  fhould  be  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  cavity,  as  it  tends,  by  mixing  with 
the  urine,  to  render  it  lefs  irritating  :  for  this  inten¬ 
tion  barley  water  is  generally  employed,  affifted  with 
the  ufe  of  a  diuretic  tifan.  Retention  of  uriné  pro¬ 
duced  by  ftoney  concretions  in  the  proftrate,  has  been 
noticed  by  Morgagni  :  he  mentions  many  cafes  of  this 
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nature  that  lie  met  with  in  diflection,  and  cites  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fimilar  inftances  noticed  by  his  predeceflbrs. 

Thefe  ftoney  concretions  admit  of  great  variety  in 
their  number,  lituation,  fize,  figure,  and  internal  or* 
ganization.  Many  ftones  have  been  found  in  the 
fame  gland.  In  fome  fubjedts,  they  were  contained 
in  cavities  in  the  form  of  finufles  hollowed  in  the 
proftrate.  They  have  been  found  at  the  termination 
of  the  vafa  deferentia  and  alone  the  courfe  of  thofe 
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canals. 

Thefe  ftones  have  been  found  as  finali  as  a  millet 
feed,  and  fometimes  of  the  fize  of  a  large  cherry  ; 
fometimes  round  and  fmooth,  and  fometimes  long 
and  their  furface  irregular.  Some  have  had  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  gravelly  earth,  and  were  placed  in  the 
middle  of  the  gland  ;  fome  appeared  like  infpif- 
fated  femen,  and  were  found  fituated  in  the  canals  of 
the  vafa  deferentia  ;  but  the  majority  of  thefe  con¬ 
cretions  were  of  the  nature  of  urinary  calculi,  and 
lodged  in  a  kind  of  finus  as  above  mentioned: 
the  formation  of  thefe  calculi  lead  to  a  lui  pi  cion 
that  a  fiflu re  or  crevice  in  the  urethra  or  neck  of  the 
bladder  has  been  lert,  occafioned  by  abcefi'es,  or  by- 
retentions  of  urine  of  long  (landing,  where  the  ufe 
of  the  bougie  has  been  negledted.  The  urine,  in 
palling  over  this  aperture,  becomes  diftuicd  in  the 
pouch  of  the  abcefs,  or  infinuates  itfelf  into  the  cellu¬ 
lar  fubftance  of  the  proftrate  and  precipitates  thefe 
tartarous  concretions.  Thefe  calculous  depofits  fome¬ 
times  take  place  after  the  lateral  operation  for  the. 
ftone,  when  the  external  wound  is  clofed  previous  to 
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the  re-union  of  the  internal  wound,  from  whence  re¬ 
faits  a  fpecies  of  internal  fiftula  ;  or  the  urine,  in 
confequence  of  its  remaining  and  ftagnating  in  the 
cavity,  depofits  an  earthy  matter,  which,  by  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  new  lamina,  is  fufceptible  of  confiderable 
increafe. 

The  prefence  of  (tones  in  the  proftrate  is  announced 
by  no  particular  pathognomonic  fign.  Retention  of 
urine,  and  difficulty  in  the  ejaculation  of  the  femen, 
are  only  fymptoms  common  to  many  other  affections 
of  the  proftrate  and  urethra.  By  the  introduction  of 
the  finger  up  the  reCtum,  we  are  enabled  to  afeertain 
whether  this  gland  is  augmented  in  fize  or  not  ;  but 
we  obtain  no  information  by  thefe  means  of  the  caufc 
or  the  nature  of  the  enlargement.  When  the  (tone 
in  the  proftrate  prefents  a  bare  furface  in  the  urethra, 
it  can  be  known  by  the  collifion  that  takes  place  in 
paffing  the  found  ;  but  its  precife  fituation,  whether 
in  the  proftrate  or  bladder,  is  difficult  to  determine  : 
for  fuppofe  that  the  paffiige  of  the  inftrument  u 
checked  by  a  projecting  portion  of  the  eneyfted 
ftone  in  the  proftrate,  we  can  with  propriety  doubt 
whether  this  is  not  a  calculus  of  the  bladder  engaged 
in  the  urethra  ;  and  in  the  cafe  where  no  impediment 
arifes  to  the  paffage  of  the  catheter,  and  it  paffes  over 
the  point  of  the  expofed  ftone,  there  is  equal  reafon 
to  doubt  whether  the  ftone  is  fituated  near  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  or  if  it  is  really  lodged  in  the  proftrate. 

7.  his  incertitude  however  with  refpeCt  to  the  diag- 
noftic,  does  not  influence  the  praCtice  ;  for  wherever 
die  ftone  may  be  fituated,  either  in  the  proftrate  blad- 
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.der,  or  at  its  neck,  its  extraction  becomes  neceffary, 
and  the  fame  operation  is  applicable  in  either  cafe* 
It  confifts  in  making  an  incifion  in  perinæo  and  in 
the  proftrate,  as  in  the  lateral  operation  :  if  the  cal¬ 
culus  is  in  the  bladder,  the  incifion  facilitates  its  ex¬ 
traction  ;  if  the  extraneous  body  is  eneyfted  in  the 
proftrate,  it  is  more  eafily  difengaged.  It  is  poffible 
indeed  that  the  wound  will  not  exaCtly  correfpond  to 
that  part  of  the  proftrate  which  contains  the  ftone  ; 
but  in  this  cafe,  after  afeertaining  its  precife  fituation 
by  introducing  the  finger  into  the  wound,  the  furface 
of  the  cyft  can  be  incifed  with  the  point  of  the  bif- 
toruy  and  the  calculus  eafily  extracted. 

Another  caufe  of  fwelling  of  the  proftrate  which 
more  frequently  occurs,  is  the  varicous  enlargement 
of  its  veflels,  and  of  thofe  which  ramify  in  the  cellu¬ 
lar  fubftance  that  connects  the  neck  of  the  bladder  to 
the  beginning  of  the  urethra.  From  anatomy  we 
learn  that  thefe  veffels  form  a  plexus  obvious  to  the 
eye,  without  the  aftiftance  of  injections.  This  vaf- 
cular  plexus  is  fufceptible  of  confiderable  dilatation, 
and  we  may  often  remark  a  fpecies  of  knobby  pro¬ 
jection  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  fimilar  to  va¬ 
rices  fituated  in  other  different  parts  of  the  body*  In 
this  difeafe  the  body  of  the  proftrate  is  lefs  enlarged 
than  the  cellular  fubftance,  &c.  which  invefts  it,  the 
texture  of  which  is  fometimes  foft  and  fpongy,  fome- 
times  denfe  and  hard,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of 
time  the  complaint  has  exifted  :  in  faCt  thefe  varicous 
fwelhngs  prefent  the  fame  varieties  as  hemorrhoidal 
tumors,  to  which  they  are  extremely  analogous  and 
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with  whom  they  are  often  complicated.  One  or  both 
of  thefe  difeafed  alterations  are  as  often  the  effcCt  aa 
the  caufe  of  retention  of  urine,  or  of  conflipation. 
No  circumftance  contributes  more  to  produce  them 
than  the  efforts  of  patients  to  urine  or  to  evacuate 
their  fæces. 

Violent  contraction  of  the  abdominal  mufcles,  by 
ftrongly  compreffing  the  vifeera  contained  in  the  ab- 
dominai  cavity,  will  occafion  a  difficulty  in  the  return 
of  the  blood  by  the  iliac  and  mefenteric  vefTels, 
which  will  produce  a  diftenfion  of  the  veins  in  peri* 
næo  and  neceffarily  occafion  a  fwelling  of  the  connect¬ 
ing  parts.  In  this  cafe  the  varicous  lvvelling  of  the 
proflrate  is  confecutive  to  the  retention  of  urine.  A 
fwelling  of  this  gland  often  precedes  retention  of 
urine,  of  which  it  is  the  primary  caufe.  Thefe  dif- 
pofitions  frequently  happen  among  old  men,  or 
young  men  who  have  abufed  their  conflitutions  by 
excels  in  drinking  or  venereal  indulgencies.  It  alfo 
often  occurs  to  thofe  who  have  Had  frequent  gonorr¬ 
hoeas,  or  who  have  been  fubjeCt  to  the  piles,  compli¬ 
cated  with  abdominal  obftruCtions. 

We  know  when  retention  of  urine  is  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  varicous  ftate  of  the  proflrate.  Firft,  by 
the  reunion  of  fymptoms  common  to  the  fwelling  of 
this  gland.  Secondly,  by  the  flownefs  with  wffiich  the 
retention  takes  place;  generally  preceded  by  a  diffi¬ 
culty  in  making  water,  which  progreffively  increafes 
every  time  the  patient  rides  on  horfeback  or  in  a  car¬ 
riage,  and  indeed  after  any  kind  of  exercife  or  af¬ 
ter  taking  any  heating  liquors  or  Simulating  food. 

Thirdly, 


c  > 

Thirdly,  by  the  indolence  or  want  of  fenfibility  in 
the  tumor,  a  difpolition  which  may  be  diftinguifhed 
by  compreffing  this  gland  with  the  finger  introduced 
up  the  reftum.  Fourthly,  by  the  abfence  of  fmart- 
ing  in  pafhng  the  urine  and  of  other  fymptoms  pecu¬ 
liar  to  other  fpecies  of  enlargement  of  the  proftrate, 
and  by  the  prefence  of  fome  of  the  predifpohngcaufes 
which  have  been  noticed  before*  When  the  urine  is 
completely  retained,  it  is  neceflary  to  introduce  the 
catheter  ;  an  operation  by  no  means  always  eafy  even 
to  the  moft  expert  furgeon.  The  rules  and  precau¬ 
tions  we  mentioned  when  treating  of  the  inflamed 
proftrate,  may  be  here  with  propriety  applied.  When 
the  {welling  of  the  gland  is  varicous,  we  fhould  be 
particularly  attentive  to  employ  a  large  fized  catheter 
made  of  the  elaftic  gum*  When  an  obilruction  oc¬ 
curs  to  the  pafTage  of  the  inflrument  from  a  contrac¬ 
tion  in  the  canal,  inflead  of  withdrawing  the  catheter 
with  the  view  of  renewing  the  attempt,  it  is  belt  for 
the  operator,  if  he  is  confident  that  the  beak  of  his 
inflrument  corresponds  to  the  axis  of  the  canal,  to 
pufh  with  fome  force  againfl  the  obftruction,  and  to 
reft  it  in  that  pofition.  The  prefTure  of  the  beak 
againfl  the  internal  membrane  of  the  urethra  tends  to 
enlarge  the  palTage,  and  facilitates  the  introduction 
of  die  inflrument  a  fécond  time  :  by  perfifting  in  this 
plan,  fooner  or  later  it  can  be  palled  into  the  bladder* 
With  this  indication,  bougies  made  of  cat- gut  have 
been  employed.  When  they  have  been  introduced 
into  the  paftage,  they  are  to  be  fecured  in  the  manner 
already  dire&ed.  They  iwell  in  corieqjuencc  of  the 

humidity 
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humidity  of  the  urethra  :  they  feparate  and  prefs  the 
fides  of  the  urethra  from  each  other,  by  which  means 
the  paffage  will  admit  of  a  new  bougie  being  palled 
farther  up.  Mr.  Default,  previous  to  his  acquiring 
that  dexterity  in  diftinguiflhing  difeafes  of  the  urethra, 
(which  from  long  practice  he  can  do  with  great  accu¬ 
racy,)  ufed  fuccefsfully  to  employ  the  cat-gut  bougies, 
but  they  are  fubjeft  to  the  following  inconveniences. 

j.  Their  a<5tion  is  too  llow,  when  the  fymptoms  de¬ 
pendent  on  retention  are  urgent.  2.  They  are  too 
ftiff  to  accommodate  themfelves  to  the  different  cur¬ 
vatures  of  the  urethra,  confequently  their  introduc¬ 
tion  is  attended  with  pain.  3.  They  cannot  be  ufed 
twice  in  fucceflion.  4.  It  is  neceffary  to  withdraw 
them  every  time  the  patient  has  occafion  to  make 
water:  a  circumflance  that  renders  a  confiderable 
confumption  of  thefe  bougies  neceffary  and  requires 
the  confiant  attention  of  the  furgeon.  It  happens 
fometimes  that  veffels  are  ruptured  on  paffing  the  ca¬ 
theter  and  a  flow  of  blood  procured  more  or  lefs 
abundant.  This  accident,  inftead  of  being  injurious 
is  often  ufeful  :  it  is  a  topical  evacuation,  which  un¬ 
loads  the  veffels  and  facilitates  the  paffage  of  the  in- 
Ilrument.  When  this  flow  of  blood  does  not  take 
place,  and  when  the  catheter  cannot  be  paffed,  leeches 
have  been  recommended  to  be  applied  to  theperinæum 
as  well  as  bleeding  by  the  arm.  Thefe  means,  though 
inferior  in  efficacy  to  topical  bleeding,  have  been 
fometimes  attended  with  fuccefs.  After  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the  urine  by  means  of  the  catheter,  it  fhould  be 
fuffered  to  remain  in  the  bladder  ;  its  prefence  in  the 

urethra 
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urethra  becomes  neceftary  to  diflipate  the  fwelling  of 
the  proftrate,  as  well  as  of  that  portion  of  the  urethra 
which  paffes  through  that  gland.  Its  ufe  lhould  be 
perfifted  in  for  a  conftderable  time,  and  it  is  proper  to 
withdraw  it  every  eight  or  ten  days  and  replace  it  by 
a  frefh  one  ;  by  this  means  we  avoid  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  refulting  from  tartarous  incruflations. 

A  perfect  cure  cannot  be  expected  in  lets  than 
fix  weeks  or  two  months  of  this  treatment,  and  even 
then  the  patient  is  lubjed  to  a  relapfe.  To  prevent  this 
from  taking  place,  the  ufe  of  bougies  fhould  be  relin- 
quifhed  by  degrees,  and  they  fhould  be  worn  in  the 
night  even  after  the  cure  has  apparently  taken  place. 

When  we  reflect  on  the  analogy  which  exifts  be¬ 
tween  the  varicous  fvvelling  of  the  proftrate  and  vari¬ 
ces  of  the  legs,  we  fhali  fee  that  the  fame  principles 
are  applicable  to  the  treatment  of  both  :  for  in  the 
latter  affedion  we  find  from  experience,  that  com- 
preffion,  long  continued  and  exadly  applied,  is  the 
only  means  of  cure  :  catheters  ad  partly  on  the  fame 
principles  :  this  confideration  fuggefted  the  employ  of 
leaden  bougies;  for  it  was  conceived  that  in  confer- 
quence  of  their  weight,  the  compreflion  would  be 
ftronger  and  their  éffed  quicker  and  more  obvious  : 
but  thefe  cannot,  like  the  bougies  ot  the  elaftic  gum, 
afford  a  paffage  to  the  urine  ;  nor  have  they  fufficient 
folidity  to  furmount  the  obftacles  of  the  urethra;  and 
though  flexible,  they  are  too  hard  to  adapt  themfelves 
cafily  to  the  curvature  of  the  urethra;  befides  there  is 
reafon  to  apprehend,  from  their  too  violent  com- 

preffion  on  fome  parts  of  the  canal,  efehars  may  be  pro¬ 
duced 
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duced  vvhîcli  might  terminate  in  gangrene.  The  fu tr¬ 
ee  fs  from  the  ufe  of  bougies  in  thefe  cafes  is  not  to  be 
attributed  wholly  to  compreflion;  their  refidence  in 
the  canal,  induces  a  kind  of  phlogofis  in  this  part 
and  in  the  proftrate  which  aflifls  the  fubfidence  of  the 
fwelling.  This  flight  inflammation  that  is  brought  on 
is  foon  followed  with  a  difcharge  of  purulent  matter, 
more  or  lefs  abundant,  from  whence  refults  an  obli¬ 
teration  of  the  veffels  and  dilated  cells;  whilft  the  ca¬ 
theter,  keeping  up  the  dilatation  of  the  paffage,  (dur¬ 
ing  this  effort  of  nature,)  preferves  the  liberty  of  the 
canal.  This  opinion,  the  editor  remarks,  is  only  con¬ 
jectural,  but  that  it  appears  confident  with  truth  and 
probability. 

The  fwelling  and  fchirrus  induration  of  the  prof¬ 
trate  is  a  difeafe  to  which  old  men  and  thofe  who  have 
had  frequent  gonorrhæas  are  particularly  liable.  It  is 
not  however  always  produced  by  venereal  virus,  but 
may  be  affeCted  by  tetters,  pfora,  or  by  a  concealed 
fcrophulous  difpofition.  The  fize  and  hardnefs  of 
this  gland  vary  materially  in  proportion  to  the  time 
that  the  fwelling  has  exifted.  It  is  often  found  of  a 
cartilaginous  texture,  but  more  frequently  of  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  hogs  fkin,  and  appears  filled  with  a  kind 
of  infpiffated  lymph.  Sometimes  it  is  increafed  to 
double  or  even  triple  its  natural  fize.  I.  L.  Petit  fays 
that  he  has  feen  it  as  large  as  the  fift.  Sometimes  we 
find  the  whole  gland  affeCted  with  fchirrus,  and  at 
others  we  find  it  only  partially  affeCted  with  this  kind 
of  induration.  Our  diagnoftic  of  this  difeafe  is  drawn 
from  the  fymptoms  common  to  the  tumefaction  of 

the 
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the  proftrate,  conjoined  with  the  commemorative, 
remote,  and  proximate  caufe.  The  hardnefs  of  the 
gland  can  be  difcovered  by  the  introdudion  of  the 
finger  up  the  redum,  which  is  attended  with  littlç 
pain.  When  the  fwelling  is  not  of  long  (landing, 
and  it  arifes  from  a  venereal  caufe,  our  prognoftic 
may  be  more  favourable  than  when  the  complaint  is 
complicated  with  fcrophula  or  any  other  difeafed  dif- 
pofition.  When  it  has  once  taken  on  a  cartilaginous 
texture,  no  hopes  can  be  entertained  of  a  cure. 

Retention  of  urine  being  a  general  fymptom  of  a 

fchirrus  affedion  of  the  proftrate,  the  introdudion  of 

the  catheter  becomes  neceftary,  and  an  operation 

always  attended  with  more  difficulty  than  in  any 

other  fwellings  of  the  proftrate;  for  the  hardnefs  of 

the  gland  prevents  it  from  yielding  to  compreffiont 

catheters  of  a  fmall  diameter  fucceed  better  than 

thofe  of  a  larger  fize.  It  frequently  happens  that  we 

are  obliged  to  employ  fome  degree  of  force  to  feparate 

the  fides  of  the  urethra;  and  the  ftilet  ufed  in  the 

• 

elaftic  gum  catheters  not  being  Efficiently  folid, 
the  furgeon  is  obliged  to  fubftitute  a  fiver  one,  of 
the  fame  fize  as  thofe  employed  for  children.  It 
fometimes  occurs  that  notwithftanding  the  fmallnefs 
of  the  inftrument,  we  cannot  fucceed  in  paffing  it 
without  employing  a  boring  motion;  but  in  doing 
this  it  is  effential  to  attend  ftridly  to  thediredion  of 
the  canal,  which  fhould  always  correfpond  to  the 
beak  of  the  inftrument.  When  it  is  palled  into  the 
bladder,  it  fhould  be  fecured  to  two  ligatures  fattened 

to  the  rings  at  its  extremity,  then  pafled  under  the 

buttocks. 


(  i88  ) 


buttocks  to  each  fide  of  the  groin,  and  there  fixed  to 
a  bandage.  After  the  catheter  has  been  worn  two  or 
three  days,  it  becomes  loofe  in  the  canal,  which  will 
now  admit  of  the  introduction  of  one  of  the  elaftic 
gum,  which  will  be  more  readily  paffed  with  its  ftilet; 
it  fhould  be  fecured  with  cotton  ligatures  round  the 
glans  penis.  This  fhould  be  left  in  four  or  five  days; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  a  larger  one  may  be 
paffed;  and  after  the  fame  period  has  elapfed,  it  may 
be  again  withdrawn,  and  one  dill  larger  employed. 
This  plan  may  be  perfifted  in  for  four  or  five  times, 
till  the  urethra  has  attained  its  natural  fize.  In  fadb 
the  ufe  of  the  bougies  fhould  not  be  relinquifhed  till 
the  difeharge  occafioned  by  their  prefence  is  flopped, 
and  the  proflrate  reduced  to  its  natural  fize,  which 
generally  does  not  take  place  till  the  30th  or  40th 
day  after  the  treatment,  and  fometimes  not  till  a 
later  period.  In  thefe  cafes,  if  there  is  any  prevalent 
conflitutional  affedtion,  fuch  as  a  venereal  or  fero- 
phulous  taint,  appropriate  remedies  (houid  be  em¬ 
ployed.  We  fhall  not  at  prefent  difeufs  the  fubjedt 
of  bougies  ufed  in  thefe  complaints,  that  are  fuppofed 
to  pofiefs  a  fuppurative  property,  for  we  are  of  opu 
nion  that  they  are  ufelefs  and  inefficacious,  and  at 
the  fame  time  we  mean  to  ddline  a  feparate  article  t<* 
the  treatment  of  this  fubjedt. 


Cafes  of  Umbilical  flern'ue,  cared  by  Ligature. 


[By.  M.  Plaignaud,  D.M.  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel 

Dieu.] 

•  i 

-  ■  •  *  *  ^  k*-  *. 

CASE  L 

;  .  i 

MARNAY,  two  years  of  age,  had  an  urn- 
•  biiical  hernia  two  months  after  his  birth,  on 
which  uniform  compreffion  had  been  made  for  fix 
fucceffive  months  without  any  advantage  being  de¬ 
rived.  As  the  tumor  progreffively  increafed  in  fize, 
the  child  was  brought  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  23d 
of  January,  1791.  The  tumor  terminated  in  a  point, 
and  was  an  inch  in  length  from  the  bafe  to  its  extre¬ 
mity;  the  umbilical  ring  was  extremely  dilated;  the 
parts  admitted  of  being  eafily  reduced,  when  they 
immediately  returned  into  the  hernial  fac.  Mr.  De¬ 
fault  propofed  the  radical  cure  by  the  ligature  on  the 
integuments  and  hernial  fac;  a  method  which  he  has 
frequently  employed,  and  with  the  moll  complete  and 
perfect  fuccefs.  The  operation  was  performed  in  the 
following  manner:  the  infant  was  laid  on  his  back, 
when  the  furgeon  reduced  the  contents  of  the  hernia, 
and  by  means  of  preifure  with  his  finger  retained 
them  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  retracting  at  the  fame 
time  a  fmall  portion  of  the  fkin  at  the  bafe  of  the 
tumor  ;  he  raifed  and  fupported  the  umbilicus,  whilft 
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an  aftiftant  encompaffed  it  by  a  ligature  of  waxed 

thread  paffed  feveral  times  round  its  bafe,  and  fee u red 

at  each  by  the  furgeon’s  knot.  The  infant'  ex- 

preffedmore  impatience  than  pain  during  the  time  of 

the  operation.  The  parts  comprifed  in  the  ligature 
•  •* 
were  covered  with  lint  and  a  thick  comprefs  fecured 

by  a  circular  bandage  fuftained  fuperiorly  by  a  fca- 
pulary.  The  child  was  taken  away  by  the  mother, 
and  brought  again  the  next  morning;  from  her  ac¬ 
count  the  in  ant  had  buffered  little,  and  had  enioved 
uninterrupted  bleep.  Little  change  was  remarked  in 
the  colour  and  fize  of  the  tumor.  The  next  day  it 
remained  the  fame.  The  ligature  now  being  loofe, 
inftead  of  tightening  it,  which  could  not  have  been 
done  without  dragging  the  tumor,  it  was  judged 
more  eligible  to  apply  a  frefh  one,  the  application  of 
which  w  as  attended  with  more  pain  than  the  firft. 

On  the  4th  day,  the  tutnor  was  black,  and  began 
to  diminifh.  By  the  8th  it  fell  off.  The  cries  of  the 
patient  did  not  produce  a  return  of  the  hernia.  The 
ulcer  that  refulted  from  the  efehar  that  had  been 
thrown  off  was  about  half  an  inch  in  diameter;  it  was 
dreffed  (imply  with  dry  lint,  and  cured  in  lefs  than 
th'fee  wreeks.  The  fame  bandage  was  employed  as  in 
the  firft  inftance,  and  continued  for  two  months  after 
cicatrization  had  been  completed.  This  child  was 
frequently  brought  for  examination  a  long  time  after 
the  bandage  was  left  off;  the  fpeclators  wrere  perfedtly 
fatisfied  that  there  was  no  remaining  dilatation;  the 
cicatrix  w*as  perfectly  flat  ;  nor  did  the  cries  of  the 
child  produce  the  flighteftimpulfion. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

CLAUDE  Bonnival,  nineteen  months  old,  was 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  for  a  hernia  that 
had  exifted  from  the  birth.  The  tumor  fell  off  by 
the  9th  day;  cicatrization  of  the  ulcer  was  completed 
fcventeen  days  afterwards,  and  the  patient  cured  as 
in  the  preceding  cafe. 


CASE  III. 

O  N  the  2 8 tli  of  July,  1791,  the  fame  operation 
was  performed,  with  equal  fuccefs,  on  a  child 
1 1  months  old,  named  Louifa  Rogat.  The  falling 
of  the  tumor  and  the  cicatrization  of  the  ulcer  took 
place  even  fooner  than  in  the  preceding  obfervation. 


CASE  IV. 

ANN  Coutan,  20  months  old,  had  a  hernia  of  a 
particular  form.  The  tumor  was  conical,  and 
ts  apex  anfwcred  to  the  umbilical  ring.  From  the 
Vol.  II.  N  narrownefs 
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narrownefs  of  the  opening,  fome  difficulty  occurred 
in  the  redu&ion.  This  was  the  only  circumftancc 
that  afforded  any  variety  either  in  the  treatment  or 
cure. 


CASE  V. 

¥ 

J  CART RON,  14  months  old,  had  an  umbili¬ 
cal  hernia,  with  the  umbilical  ring  extremely 
dilated.  The  hernia  protruded  near  two  inches  :  its 
bafe  was  very  large.  This  infant  was  cured  as  in  the 
preceding  cafes,  with  the  difference  only  that  cica¬ 
trization  did  not  take  place  quite  fo  foon. 


CASE  VI. 

A  REGLAT,  two  years  of  age,  had  a  hernia 
•  from  his  birth,  larger  in  fize  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding.  The  ring  was  more  than  an  inch  in  diame¬ 
ter  ;  the  tumor  comprized  in  the  ligature  was  fepa- 
■  rated  the  eighth  day  ;  and  cicatrization  completed  by 

the 
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the  end  of  the  third  week,  at  the  end  of  which  pe¬ 
riod  there  was  no  fenfible  impulfion  nor  dilatation 
whatever. 


CASE  VIE 

J  BOIS  ELLE,  16  months  old,  had  a  hernia 
fimilar  to  the  preceding  cafe,  except  that  the 
dilatation  of  the  ring  was  in  fome  degree  lefs.  When 
the  integuments  were  put  on  the  ftretch,  they  were 
fufficiently  tranfparent  to  admit  of  the  inteiline  being 
feen  that  was  contained  in  the  hernial  fac.  The  dref- 
fings  were  taken  off  by  the  child  on  the  fourth  day 
after  the  Houghing  off  of  the  ligature,  and  remained 
1 6  hours  without  any  dreffings  being  applied.  This 
circumftance  proved  no  impediment  whatever  to  the 
cure. 

i 


CASE  VIII. 

JGARDMANN,  19  months  old,  had  the  liga¬ 
ture  applied  on  the  23d  of  July,  1791,  and  was 
cured  as  perfeftly  as  the  others,  although  extremely 

N  z  enfeebled- 


enfeebled.  Six  weeks  tranfpired  before  the  cure  was 
compleated,  during  which  period  it  was  necelfary  to 
repeat  the  frequent  application  of  the  lapis  infernalis. 


CASE  IX. 


THE  fame  operation  was  performed  on  the  6th 
of  June  preceding  on  an  infant  of  the  name  of 
Pajot,  aged  22  months,  who  was  nearly  as  weak  as 
the  fubjed  of  Cafe  the  8th.  The  belly  was  hard, 
large,  and  the  linea  alba  projeded  confiderably. 
Thefe  unfavourable  circum fiances  did  not  prevent 
the  fuccefs  of  the  operation,  but  only  retarded  cica¬ 
trization,  which  was  not  perfeded  till  the  63d  day  ; 
but  at  this  period  the  belly  re-affumed  its  natural 
form.  The  patient  became  fatter  and  fenfibly  im¬ 
proved  in  health  and  ftrength.  The  patient  was 
brought  to  the  hofpital  feveral  times  after  his  cure, 
and  the  furgeons  were  perfedly  fatisfied  that  no  trace 
of  the  complaint  remained. 


General 
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General  Observations  on  the  Application  of  the 
Ligature  in  Cafes  of  Umbilical  Herniæ. 


The  ligature  in  umbilical  herniæ  is  not  a  new 
operation.  Celfus  lpeaks  of  it  as  a  common  prac¬ 
tice,  generally  followed  with  compleat  fuccefs  ; 
but  as  confined  only  to  children  from  (even  to  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  of  good  conftitutions,  and  affedted 
only  with  fmall  herniæ.  After  the  reduction,  the  fkin 
and  hernial  fac  were  wedged  in  between  two  pieces  of 
wood,  flrongly  tied  at  their  ends,  and  retained  in  this 
pofition  till  by  means  of  compreffion  their  organiza¬ 
tion  was  deftroyed  and  the  parts  Houghed  off.  Ano¬ 
ther  method  was,  to  tie  the  bafe  of  the  tumor  with  a 
double  thread,  which  was  paffed  through  the  fac  by 
means  of  a  needle,  and  by  this  means  half  of  the  tu¬ 
mor  was  comprized  in  each  portion  of  the  ligature. 
Some  practitioners  were  cautious,  previous  to  its  ap¬ 
plication,  to  make  an  incifion  through  the  apex  of 
the  tumor  into  the  fac,  to  afcertain  by  the  finger 
whether  the  parts  which  conftituted  the  hernia  were 
compleatly  returned.  Others,  and  Celfus  among  the 
number,  reject  this  precaution,  and  mark  with  ink 
the  circumference  of  the  bafis  of  the  tumor  previous 
to  its  reduction  :  they  then  draw  the  umbilicus  for¬ 
wards  and  make  a  ligature  precifely  on  the  line  they 
have  traced  ;  the  part  on  the  outfide  of  the  ligature 
was  then  deflroyed  with  the  aftual  cautery  or  by  cau- 
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flic,  and  the  wound  dreficd  afterwards  as  a  burn.  To 
prevent  the  ligature  from  flipping,  Paulus  Egineta 
recommends  a  circular  and  fuperficial  incifion  to  be 
made  round  the  bafis  of  the  tumor,  and  the  umbili¬ 
cus  to  be  raifed  with  a  hook,  and  a  thread  or  a  piece 
of  cat- gut  to  be  palled  in  the  incited  place  and  fecured 
by  a  kind  of  flip  knot.  The  hernial  fac  was  then  di¬ 
rected  to  be  opened,  and  if  the  inteftine  was  found 
entangled,  that  the  ligature  ihould  be  loofened  ;  if 
only  a  piece  of  omentum,  its  excifion.  Independent 
of  this  ligature,  this  author  employs  one  with  a  dou¬ 
ble  thread  palled  through  the  bafis  of  the  tumor,  in 
the  manner  we  have  juft  related  ;  and  when  the  liga¬ 
tures  are  thrown  off,  he  recommends  the  wound  to 
be  drefted  with  dry  lint,  with  the  intention  of  render¬ 
ing  the  cicatrix  more  concave  and  depreffed.  Avi¬ 
cenna,  Albucafis,  and  other  Arabians,  have  copied 
Paulus  Egineta.  Gui  de  Chauliae,  Brunus,  and  other 
Arabian  authors,  who  have  treated  of  this  operation, 
alfo  deferibe  it  nearly  in  the  fame  terms  :  and  the  firft 
remarks  that  this  method  is  complicated,  requires 
great  addrels  on  the  part  of  the  operator,  and  that  he 
bad  never  p  radii  fed  it  himfelf, 

Ambrofe  Paré  delcribes  the  fame  operation,  but  in 
fuch  a  confufed  manner  that  it  is  eafy  to  judge  that  he 
had  never  adopted  this  method  himfelf  or  feen  it 
pradtifed  by  others.  One  of  the  commentators  on 
Dalechamp’s  Surgery  remarks,  that  the  methods  of 
Paulus  Egineta  and  other  Arabians  had  been  long  fince 
abandoned.  Thevenin  has  treated  this  fubjedt  with 
more  clearnefs  than  his  predeceffors  :  he  deferibes  four 
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different  methods  of  applying  the  ligature.  In  cafes 
of  exomphalos  of  confiderable  fize,  hepafled  through 
the  tumor  two  needles  armed  with  a  double  thread  in 
the  form  of  a  crofs,  then  incifed  the  fkin  circularly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  Paulus  Egineta,  and  tightened 
the  four  ligatures.  In  the  fécond  method  he  left  the 
needles  in  their  fituation,  and  embraced  the  bafis  of 
the  tumor  with  one  ligature  fituated  between  them 
and  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen.  The  other  two 
methods  are  copied  from  Ceifus.  Dionis  rejected  the 
ligature  of  the  umbilical  tumors,  as  an  operation  ex¬ 
tremely  cruel;  but  Saviard,  his  contemporary,  gives 
a  more  favourable  opinion,  and  which  may  be  more 
relied  on,  as  he  fpeaks  from  experience  of  its  effeds  : 
he  had  performed  the  operation  twice  with  fuccefs, 
before  Dionis  had  publifhed  his  courfe  of  operations. 

It  is  true  that  Saviard  had  employed  neither  incitions 
or  futures.  The  majority  of  modern  praditioners 
think  with  Mr.  Hevin,  that  admitting,  according 
to  the  obfervations  of  Saviard,  that  the  ligature  may 
be  ufeful,  that  it  poffelfes  no  fuperior  advantage  to 
compreffion,  and  that  this  lad  method  fhouid  be  in¬ 
variably  preferred.  To  deftroy  this  prejudice  is  our 
motive  for  mentioning  fuch  a  variety  of  cafes,  which 
may  ferve  to  undeceive  praditioners,  and  convince 
them  of  the  propriety  of  the  old  pradice,  from  which 
they  have  deviated  without  any  lufficient  reafon.  A 
bandage,  well  conftruded,  will  retain  the  hernia,  and 
fometimes,  after  a  long  fpace  of  time,  cure  it;  but 
even  fuppofingthat  a  cure  took  place  more  frequently,  / 
it  is  dearly  purchafed  by  the  inconveniences  atten- 
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dant  on  the  application  of  the  bandage  ;  and  if  by 
accident  it  is  only  once  mifapplied,  every  advantage 
is  immediately  loft,  and  very  ferions  confequenccs 
are  likely  to  enfue.  The  ligature  is  not  fubjedt  to 
thefe  inconveniences  :  its  effect  is  certain  and  quick, 
and  has  invariably  fucceeded  in  thirty  cafes  that  have 
been  operated  on  during  the  fpace  of  the  laft  18 
months  at  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  The  cafes  related  at  the 
beginning  of  this  article  prove  that  it  will  fucceed  in 
infants  of  the  moft  tender  age.  The  ancients  em¬ 
ployed  the  ligature  with  fuccefs  on  fubje&s  bor¬ 
dering  on  the  age  of  puberty.  Perhaps  it  would  fuc¬ 
ceed  with  adults.  The  cafes  related  prove  that  de¬ 
bility  of  the  conftitution,  nay  even  difeafes  of  the 
abdomen,  are  not  always  an  obftacle  to  the  fuccefs  of 
the  operation  :  it  is  productive  of  no  inconvenience  ; 
and  before  it  is  performed,  it  is  always  eafy  to  affure 
ourfelves  of  the  complete  reduction  of  parts,  which 
would  be  neceflarily  dangerous  to  comprehend  in  the 
ligature,  nor  is  there  any  difficulty  in  retaining  the 
reduced  parts  during  the  operation.  To  the  certainty 
of  fuccefs,  which  will  not  admit  of  doubt,  we  have 
the  advantage  of  the  application  of  the  ligature  being 
unattended  with  pain  ;  for  the  infants  on  whom  it 
has  been  applied,  have  enjoyed  their  reft  and  appe¬ 
tite,  and  were  completely  ,  free  from  fever.  The 
ligature  is  then  confequently  preferable  to  topical 
applications,  whofe  inefficacy  are  known  to  all  prac¬ 
titioners,  and  is  certainly  equally  fuperior  to  com- 
preffion  ;  for  in  this  method  the  fkin  and  the  fac  are 
crowded  into  the  umbilical  ring,  and  become  a  new 

obftacle 


obftacle  to  the  contract  io'n  and  adhefion  of  its  edges. 
In  this  way  an  effect  is  produced  abfolutely  contrary 
to  the  object  propofed. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  certainty  of  fuccefs,  and  the 
durability  and  perfection  of  the  cure,  the  advantage  is 
entirely  in  favour  of  the  ligature.  The  mechanical 
contraction  of  the  umbilical  opening  is  the  fame  in 
both  methods,  or  at  lead  wre  will  fuppofe  fo,  to  fa¬ 
vour  as  much  as  poffible  the  method  of  compreffion; 
but  the  agglutination  and  adhefion  of  parts,  the  ne- 
ceffary  confequerrce  cf  the  inflammation  induced, 
can  only  be  procured  by  the  method  we  have  adopted; 
confiderations  that  (hould  give  it  a  decided  prefer¬ 
ence  to  all  others;  nor  will  it  be  difputed  but  by 
timid,  prejudiced,  or  obftinate  practitioners. 


Cafe  of  Necrofis  of  the  Tibia. 

[By  M.  Dehanne,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.J 

t 

MBOUDET,  a  baker,  19  years  of  age,  re- 
•  ceived  a  violent  contufion  on  the  middle 
and  anterior  part  of  the  left  leg,  which  did  not  how¬ 
ever  prevent  him  from  attending  his  bufinefs;  bur 

from  the  fwelling  and  pain  that  fupervened,  he  was 
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compelled  to  apply  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  where  he  was 
admitted  on  the  28th  of  March,  1789,  five  days 
after  the  accident.  There  was  a  confiderable  abcefs 
already  formed  on  the  part  where  the  contufion  was 
received,  which  was  opened  throughout  its  whole 
length.  The  next  day  an  emollient  poultice  was 
applied  to  the  part.  On  the  nth  day  the  cicatrix 
was  nearly  finished,  although  attention  was  paid  to 
keep  the  edges  feparated  by  the  interpofition  of  lint 
between  its  edges.  The  patient,  conceiving  himfelf 
cured,  requefted  his  difmiflion.  He  returned  to  the 
hofpital  in  a  month,  with  an  eryfipelas  that  occupied 
the  whole  leg.  By  the  ufe  of  the  poultice,  fuppura- 
tion  was  again  produced;  but  inftead  of  obferving 
reft,  and  attending  to  the  regimen  enjoined,  he  was 
intemperate  in  his  conduct,  and  would  not  refrain 
from  walking.  The  tongue  became  furred,  the 
mouth  bitter,  and  the  difcharge  glairy.  The  pain 
and  inflammation  increafed  to  a  violent  degree.  By 
the  ufe  of  emetic  drinks  thefe  fymptoms  were,  in 
fome  meafure,  mitigated.  A  fevere  diet  was  ordered, 
but  by  fome  means  he  contrived  to  evade  its  obfer- 
vance.  The  fymptoms  were  now  renewed  with 
aggravated  violence,  and  in  a  few  days  an  ulcer 
formed  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  leg,  which  denuded 
the  fuperior  half  of  the  tibia  :  it  was  drefled  with 
pledgets  dipped  in  vinegar.  His  drinks  were  acidu¬ 
lated  with  cream  of  tartar.  After  fome  days  of  this 
treatment,  the  ulcer  began  to  be  deterged,  and  the 
fuppuration  lefs  putrid  ;  poultices  were  employed, 
and  occafionaliy  dry  lint,  with  the  view  of  reprefling 
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the  exuberant  granulations  that  role  from  the  edges 
of  the  ulcer. 

During  the  interim  of  Waiting  for  the  exfoliation  of 
the  bone,  a  perfon,  in  attempting  to  raife  die  patient 
in  his  bed,  (truck  the  inferior  part  of  the  affeCted  leg 
again  if  the  foot  of  the  bed.  "1  his  accident  was  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  moft  acute  pain.  The  next  day 
an  inflammation  fupervened  on  the  inferior  part  of  the 
leg,  which  terminated  in  an  abcefs,  that  was  opened 
as  loon  as  a  fluctuation  was  evident.  The  whole  in¬ 
ferior  extremity  of  the  tibia  was  now  denuded.  A 
month  afterwards,  the  dead  portion  of  the  bone,  that 
is  to  fay,  all  the  anterior  part  of  the  tibia,  began  to 
feparate  from  that  portion  which  had  not  been  ex- 
pofed.  From  the  edges  of  this  portion  red  granula¬ 
tions  began  to  fhoot,  which  fucceflively  oflifying, 
formed  in  the  end  a  new  bone,  which  almoft  covered 
the  dead  part  of  the  bone.  The  exfoliating  portion, 
though  detached  at  its  Tides,  was  not  moveable  ;  and 
at  this  time  its  extraction  was  not  deemed  eligible,  as 
the  exceffive  heat  of  the  weather  (being  in  the  month 
of  Aug u ft)  was  unfavourable  to  (uch  a  ievere  opera¬ 
tion.  For  this  reafon  it  was  deferred  till  October, 
till  which  period  he  was  only  allowed  decoCtions  of 
plants,  fuch  as  endive,  fuccory,  &c.  At  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  month  a  diluting  regimen  was  obferved, 
fome  flight  emetic  drinks,  and  a  laxative  was  ordered. 

On  the  1 8th  of  OCtober,  the  patient  being  laid  on 
his  back  and  confined  by  affiftants,  Mr.  Default  ex- 
pofed  all  the  regenerated  portion,  by  taking  away  all 

the  foft  parts  comprized  in  two  incifions,  which 
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began  immediately  below  the  anterior  tuberofity  or 
the  tibia  and  united  at  the  inferior  part  of  that  bone. 
After  fecuring  fomefmall  arteries,  he  raifed  the  odious 
portion  which  inverted  the  fequeftered  bone  by  means 
of  a  chifel  and  mallet,  and  this  body,  which  only 
flightly  adhered  towards  the  middle  part,  was  eafily 
extracted  by  means  of  an  elevator.  The  dead  portion 
of  bone  extracted  was  nearly  of  the  fame  length  as  the 
tibia  and  nearly  two  thirds  as  thick.  A  confiderable 
wound  refulted  from  this  extra&ion,  the  two  extre¬ 
mities  of  which  were  bounded  by  the  regenerated  bone, 
which  Mr.  Default  left  for  fear  of  interfering  with  the 
ligaments  of  the  articulation.  The  wound  was  filled 
with  dortils  of  lint  ;  and  as  the  new  formed  bone  had 
not  yet  attained  its  perfect  folidity,  the  bandage  was 
employed  the  fame  as  in  fra&ured  legs.  The  patient 
was  put  on  diet,  and  the  ufe  of  a  diluting  decoétion 
acidulated  with  oxymel.  The  reft  of  the  day  and 
night  parted  without  pain.  The  third  day  the  dref- 
fihgs  were  tinged  with  that  kind  of  bloody  oozing 
which  generally  precedes  fuppuration.  The  fuperfi- 
cial  lint  was  removed,  frefh  applied,  and  moiftened 
with  decodiion  of  mardi  mallows. 

The  4th  day  the  whole  of  the  lint  was  detached  by 
the  fuppuration,  and  exported  a  wound  of  a  red  and 
remarkable  healthy  appearance.  The  edges  of  the 
wound,  to  prevent  the  adhefion  of  the  lint,  were 
drefled  with  flips  of  linen  dipt  in  cerate  and  the  dref- 
fings  fprinkled  with  an  emollient  deco&ion.  On  the 
8th  day  a  fmall  fplinter  of  bone  was  detached,  fituated 
at  the  luperior  part  of  the  tibia.  On  the  nth,  the 
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turgid  appearance  of  the  edges  of  the  wound  had  en¬ 
tirely  fubfided,  and  the  bottom  began  to  fhoot  forth 
healthy  granulations.  On  the  15th,  the  patient  pro¬ 
cured  fome  fpirituous  liquors  and  improper  food, 
which  brought  on  fymptoms  of  indigeftion.  After 
this  excefs  the  wound  became  pale,  the  edges  {wel¬ 
led,  red,  painful,  and  the  fuppuration  ferous  and 
fetid.  An  emetic  was  given,  diffolved  in  a  çonfider- 
able  quantity  of  lluid,  which  procured  abundant  eva¬ 
cuations  and  produced  fenfible  good  effects.  The 
whole  leg  was  covered  with  an  emollient  poultice. 
In  a  few  days  fuppuration  took  place  and  the  wound 
reaffumed  its  former  appearance.  On  the  60th,  the 
bottom  of  the  wound  was  nearly  on  a  level  with  its 
edges,  and  appeared  difpofed  to  heal  perfectly,  when 
the  patient,  conceiving  himfelf  out  of  danger,  gave 
into  frefh  exceffes,  which  wras  followed  with  new  fymp¬ 
toms  :  in  a  little  time  a  great  part  of  the  cicatrix  was 
deftroyed  :  emetic  drinks  were  again  ordered,  and 
continued  many  fucceffive  days.  Ptifans  acidulated 
with  cream  of  tartar  were  ufed,  and  emollient  cata- 
plafms  applied.  Some  days  afterwards  the  progrefs 
of  the  ulceration  feemed  bounded,  the  difcharge  im¬ 
proved,  the  bottom  of  the  wound  deterged,  and 
the  edges  thinned  :  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  no 
trace  remained  of  the  fymptoms  we  have  juft  men¬ 
tioned.  Solid  food  was  now  allowed.  The  bottom 
of  the  wound  gradually  filled  up  with  red,  healthy, 
firm  granulations,  and  the  wound  was  perfectly  cica¬ 
trized  289  days  after  the  operation,  and  in  15  months 
from  the  firft  attack  of  the  difeafe,  there  only  re¬ 
mained 
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mained  a  deep  groove  along  the  anterior  part  of  the 
leg  which  did  not  affecfl  the  folidity  of  the  bone. 

This  man  returned  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  fifteen  months 
afterwards,  to  be  treated  for  a  contufed  wound  of  the 
fame  leg  with  a  divifion  of  a  branch  of  the  anterior 
tibial  artery,  which  was  fecured  by  ligature.  He  was 
cured  in  the  uiual  time  without  any  accident  whate¬ 
ver  fupervening. 


Cafe  of  an  inguinal  Hernia ,  which  terminated  in  Gan¬ 
grene, ,  and  a  fiftulous  Opening ,  admitting  of  the 
D  if  charge  of  the  Fæces,  cured  by  Compreffion . 

[By  Mr.  Jullien,  Surgeon.] 

GAULIAU, a  widowofthe village  of  Treilles% 
fifty  years  of  age,  had  a  hernia  for  many 
years  fituated  on  her  right  fide,  which  was  eafily  returned , 
but  Hie  was  not  folicitous  to  retain  it  when  reduced. 
At  the  end  of  Nov.  1790,  fymptoms  of  ftrangulation 
came  on,  which  obliged  her  to  fend  for  a  furgeon, 
who  endeavoured  to  reduce  it.  Not  fucceeding,  he 
employed  bleeding,  baths,  anodynes,  &c.  The  lymp- 
toms  encreafed,  and  the  only  refource  was  the  opera¬ 
tion.  The  patient  refufed  to  fubmit  to  it,  and  pre¬ 
ferred  the  opinion  of  her  neighbours  and  of  an  empiric 
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in  the  neighbourhood.  This  laft  perfuaded  her  that 
the  tumor  was  only  an  abcefs,  and  left  her  in  a  few 
days  in  a  mod  defperate  fituation.  The  furgeon  was 
again  called  in,  who  found  the  tumor  foftened,  the 
patient  cold,  with  fcarce  any  pulfe,  and  affe&ed  with 
hiccups  and  vomitings  as  frequent  as  when  he  firft 
law  her.  He  propofed  the  operation,  and  Mr.  Jul- 
3ien  was  called  in  to  perform  it,  the  14th  day  after  the 
ftrangulation.  On  Mr.  Jullien’s  arrival,  the  vomitings 
and  pains  had  ceafed  for  fix  hours  ;  the  extremities 
were  cold,  the  tongue  dry,  the  lips  of  a  violet  colour, 
the  pulfe  intermittent  and  fcarcely  to  be  felt,  in  fhort 
there  exifted  every  fymptom  of  approaching  death. 
The  tumor  was  brown,  foft,  and  of  confiderable  bulk; 
the  undulation  of  a  fluid  was  evident,  which  was  re¬ 
turned  into  the  abdomen  by  a  flight  degree  of  preffure, 
and  was  accompanied  with  a  noife. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  Mr.  Jullien  declined 
performing  the  operation,  from  an  opinion  it  would 
be  of  no  avail,  but  at  the  fame  time  had  fome  hopes 
that  the  cafe  might  terminate  favourably.  Soon  af¬ 
terwards  the  patient  experienced  fome  fenfations  or 
motions  in  the  abdomen,  which  feemed  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  the  anus.  This  induced  a  hope  that  the 
ftrangulation  had  not  completely  interrupted  the 
paffage  between  the  fuperior  and  inferior  part  of  the 
inteftine*  with  the  view  of  keeping  up  her  flrength,  a 

*  The  inference  drawn  from  this  circumftance  may  poffibly 
lead  to  an  erroneous  conclufion,  for  this  impulfion  of  faces  to¬ 
wards  the  anus,  may  take  place  in  a  complete  hernia. 
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fpoonful  of  broth,  with  a  little  wine,  was  given  every 
half  hour.  The  next  day  emollient  clyfters  were 
thrown  up,  which  at  firft  brought  away  bilious  and 
thçn  purulent  matters;  in  a  few  days  her  ftrength 
was  a  little  increafed.  Six  days  after  the  ceiTation  of 
the  fymptoms,  the  tumour  broke  of  itfelf.  The  aper¬ 
ture  was  fituated  two  fingers  breadth  diftant  from  the 
fnperior  fpine  of  the  ilium.  It  difcharged  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  purulent  fæ:al  and  chyliferous 
matters  mixed  with  blood.  Two  hours  alter  thisdif- 
charge  Hie  had  two  copious  flools  from  the  part.  A 
few  days  afterwards  her  appetite  returned  ;  and  from 
this  period  it  was  impoffible  to  perfuade  her  to  adhere 
to  the  regimen  enjoined,  or  to  attend  in  any  degree  to 
the  directions  of  the  furgeon.  She  grew  more  and 
more  enfeebled  every  day,  and  at  length  fell  into  a 
kind  of  marafmus.  The  chyliferous  matter  mixed 
with  excrements  and  pus,  pafling  conftantly  through 
the  fiftulous  opening,  determined  her  to  fend  again 
for  Mr.  Jullien,  three  weeks  after  he  had  declined 
vifiting  her. 

Mr.  Jullien  conceived  that  if  he  could  prevent  the 
difcharge  of  fæces  &c.  by  the  ring,  as  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  adhefion  had  taken  place  between  the  circum¬ 
ference  of  the  gut  and  that  part,  that  the  whole  of  the 
excrements  would  pafs  by  the  redlum,  and  that  a 
complete  cure  of  the  fiftula  might  by  this  means 
be  obtained.  To  accomplifh  this  objedt,  he  em¬ 
ployed  an  elaflic  bandage,  the  cufhion  of  which 
was  nightly  conical,  and  furnifhed  with  a  fpiral 
fpring,  contrived  fo  as  to  prefs  only  on  the  ingui¬ 
nal 
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nal  ring,  without  intercepting  the  pus  difcharged 
from  the  liflulous  opening.  This  Method  fucceeded, 
without  caufing  any  other  inconvenience  to  the  pa¬ 
tient  than  a  few  colicky  pains,  whicn  returned  nearly 
every  eight  days  for  the  firft  three  months  :  the  took  off 
her  bandage  for  an  inftant,  when  a  quantity  of  very 
fluid  matter  was  difcharged  from  the  fiftula,  and  the 
fufferings  of  the  patient  inftantly  ceafed.  Thefe  pe¬ 
riodical  colicks  have  not  returned  fince  May  1791» 
The  difcharge  of  pus  from  the  fiftula  gradually  climin- 
ifhed;  and  in  June,  when  Mr.  Jullien  faw  her  for  thé 
lafh  time,  it  was  quite  trifling;  her  countenance  an¬ 
nounced  the  improved  (late  of  her  health,  fhe  foorl 
recovered  her  flrength  and  employed  herfelf  in  her 

ufual  country  occupations-.  She  often  left  off  her 

• 

bandage  without  any  fæces  pafling  by  the  ring.  Two 
months  have  tranfpired  fince  which  period  fhe  has  ex¬ 
perienced  no  pain  in  the  abdomen.  Mr.  Jullien  re¬ 
marks,  that  from  the  firft  exiftence  of  the  fymptoms 
a  fmall  portion  of  the  inteftlne  had  been  flrangulated, 
which  in  the  fequel  was  detached  by  gangrene.  Hecon- 
ceives  that  the  edges  of  the  orifice  adhered  to  the  ring, 
and  that  by  the  conical  cufhion  of  the  bandage  an  ef¬ 
fectual  oppofition  was  formed  to  the  exit  of  the  mat¬ 
ters  which  pafled  through  the  inf  rior  part  oftheintef» 
tinal  canal  and  ceafed  to  communicate  with  the  fiftula* 
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Cafe  of  a  fchirrus  Affection  of  the  lie  Hum  and  of  the  in¬ 
ferior  Part  of  the  Colon ,  that  terminated  fatally . 


[By  Mr.  Boulet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

WILLIAM  Gatteau,  37  years  of  age,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  1787  experienced  confi- 
derable  difficulty  in  going  to  ftool;  which  gradually 
increafed  tofuch  a  degree,  that  it  required  extraordi¬ 
nary  efforts  to  expel  the  folid  fæces.  This  man  had 
never  been  affedted  with  the  venereal  difeafe  or  any 
particular  complaint  to  which  this  difeafe  might  be 
reafonably  attributed.  At  the  time  of  his  admiffion 
into  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the  29th  of  May  1791,  he 
had  been  tormented  with  an  obflinate  diarrhæa  ac¬ 
companied  with  tenefmus.  There  was  a  confiant 
fetid,  famous  difeharge,  generally  black  and  fome- 
times  bloody,  that  took  place  from  the  anus.  The 
redtum  was  callous,  and  filed  with  tubercles,  which 
rendered  the  introduction  of  the  finger  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult.  Thefe  indurations  extended  themfelves  to  the 
perinæum  and  buttocks,  where  two  final  1  abceffes 
formed  that  opened  into  the  margin  of  the  anus.  In 
the  ferotum  there  was  a  number  of  cutaneous  tuber¬ 
cles,  fimilar  to  thofe  which  are  obferved  in  cancerous 
breafls.  All  the  glands  of  the  groin  were  fchirrus, 
and  the  greatefl  part  enlarged  to  the  fize  of  the 
thumb. 


A  relax-. 
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A  relaxing  regimen  was  ordered,  with  ttie  ufe  of 
fried icines  flight ly  aperient  and  diaphoretic,  a  finall 
tent  of  lint  was  introduced  up  the  inteftine,  and  an 
emollient  poultice  applied.  The  following  days  the 
fize  and  length  of  the  tent  were  gradually  augmented, 
as  the  progreffive  dilatation  of  the  inteftine  increafed. 
The  purging  ceafed,  and  the  difcharge  which  took 
place  by  the  anus  became  white,  but  was  not  dimin- 
iftted  in  quantity.  By  the  20th  day,  the  inferior 
part  of  the  gut  was  fufficiently  dilated  to  admit  larger 
tents.  The  inteftine,  above  where  the  tents  reached, 
(which  were  fix  inches  in  length)  was  fuppofed  to  be 
ftiil  contracted  from  the  refiftance  felt  in  pufhing  them 
forward  and  from  the  difficulty  the  patient  ftiil  expe¬ 
rienced  in  voiding  his  excrements.  With  the  view 
that  the  tents  might  be  introduced  higher  and  with 
more  eafe,  they  were  employed  of  a  fmaller  diameter. 
By  this  method,  in  lefs  than  a  week  they  were  intro¬ 
duced  ten  inches  up  the  gut.  It  would  have  been 
poffible  to  have  introduced  them  ftiil  farther,  if  the  con¬ 
traction  had  appeared  tohave  exifted  above*.  The  di¬ 
latation  produced  by  this  mild  but  continued  prefture 
of  an  extraneous  body  on  the  coats  of  the  inteftine 
Toon  facilitated  the  paftage  and  expulfion  of  the 
fæces,  and  from  this  time  the  ftate  of  the  patient  fen- 
fibly  improved,  his  ftrength  increaled,  and  he  was 
capable  of  enjoying  the  exercife  of  walking,  which 

•  For  the  defcription  of  the  manner  of  applying  thefe  tents, 
the  reader  is  referred  to  page  255  of  thefirft  volume. 
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be  had  not  attempted  fince  his  admittance  into  the' 
hofpital.  Thefe  favourable  circumftances  were  not 
however  of  long  continuance  :  fifteen  days  afterwards, 
the  deep  feated  pains  in  his  limbs,  which  in  a  flight 
degree  had  affected  him  for  many  years,  fuddenly  in- 
creafed,  and  became  more  violent  in  the  night  than 
in  the  day.  This  lafl  circumftance,  which  teemed 
to  chara&erife  the  venereal  virus,  induced  the  lurgcon 
to  prefcribe  a  ftrong  decoction  of  the  fudorific  woods, 
in  the  dofe  of  a  pint  a  day:  the  effeft  was  flightly 
fenfible.  Ten  days  afterwards  a  lpoonful  of  Van 
Swieten’s  folution*  with  each  pint  of  the  ptifan  was 
exhibited.  The  quick  difappearance  of  the  fymptoms 
feemed  a  circumftance  highly  favourable  to  the  reme¬ 
dy,  but  his  fituation  in  other  particulars  was  not 
mended,  after  the  ufe  of  thefe  medicines  had  been  per- 
fifted  in  for  fix  weeks;  on  the  contrary,  the  inteftine 
became  more  painful,  the  fchirrofitics  which  fur- 
rounded  the  margin  of  the  anus,  extended  more  to¬ 
wards  the  ferotum.  The  pains  in  the  abdomen, 
which  had  never  totally  ceafed,  now  increafed; 
from  this  circumftance  the  folution  was  omitted. 
Soon  afterwards  the  fuppuration  by  the  reeftum 
was  abundant  and  ferous,  a  colliquative  diarr- 
hæa  came  on,  the  patient  grew  more  and  more  en¬ 
feebled,  and  at  length  funk  under  his  complaint  on 
the  23d  of  September,  1791,  four  months  after  his 

*  This  folution  is  compofed  of  eight  grains  of  fublimate 
diffolved  in  a  pint  of  diftilled  water:  fometimes  practitioners 
employ  twelve  grains,  which  Van  Swieten  has  done  himfelf. 


admif- 
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admifîîon  and  four  years  and  a  half  after  the  firfl.  at¬ 
tack  of  his  difeafe. 

On  diffeCtion,  the  diameter  of  the  intedines,  were 
found  confiderably  leffened,  particularly  from  the 
beginning  of  the  ilium,  as  low  down  as  the  anus;  the 
mefentery  was  difleminated  with  fchirrus  glands,  the 
larged  of  which  was  only  three  lines  in  diameter;  the 
pancreas  was  only  flightly  enlarged,  but  fchirrus 
throughout  its  whole  extent.  The  bladder  was  whole; 
all  the  other  parts  contained  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis 
formed  one  confufed  carcinomatous  mafs,  extending 
to  the  perinæum  and  buttocks:  its  fubîïance  refem- 
bled  bacon  both  in  colour  and  confidence,  and  con¬ 
tained  dnall  collections  of  matters  fimilar  to  what  is 
found  in  glands  ready  to  ulcerate.  The  intedine 
comprized  in  this  mafs  adhered  to  the  furrounding 
parts  and  was  confounded  with  it  externally:  its  in¬ 
ternal  tunic,  healthy  in  appearance,  was  flaccid  and 
wrinkled,  occafioned  without  doubt  by  the  difappear- 
ance  of  the  tubercles  that  formerly  didended  them  : 
it  was  covered  with  a  fanious  matter,  which  appeared 
to  ooze  from  its  furface.  The  other  tunics  were  fo 
blended  with  the  cancerous  mafs,  that  they  could  be 
only  didinguifhed  by  their  colour  andhardnefs,  which 
refembled  cartilage.  Near  the  anus  they  were  three 
lines  in  thicknefs,  which  infenfibly  diminifhed  till  it 
approached  the  lad  vertebræ  of  the  loins,  where  the 
coats  of  the  intedine  regained  their  natural  fize.  The 
tents  reached  as  high  as  this  part;  for  the  extremity 
of  the  one  that  was  lad  introduced  was  found  fituated 
in  this  place.  The  frequent  introduction  of  thefe 

O  3  extra- 
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extraneous  bodies  mull  neceffarily  have  changed  the 
diredion  of  the  fuperior  part  of  the  re&um  and  the 
correfpondent  portion  of  the  colon,  for  the  inteftinai 
canal  defeended  in  a  right  line  from  the  middle  ol  the 
2aft  lumbar  vertebræ  as  far  as  the  anus. 


— — 


Cafe  cf  a  Kamila ,  cured  by  Excifion t 


[By  M.  Hen  a,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 


TREGLY,  24  years  of  age,  had  a  tumor  from 
his  infancy  fituated  under  the  tongue  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  frænum  ;  it  was  fmall,  foft,  and  nearly  in¬ 
dolent  ;  it  remained  nearly  in  the  fame  (late  until  the 
middle  of  the  year  1790,  when  it  grew  in  a  fmall 
fpace  of  time  to  a  confiderable  fize.  Topical  appli¬ 
cations  were  only  employed,  and  with  no  effebl.  On 
the  9th  of  May,  1791,  he  was  admitted  into  the  Ho- 
tel  Dieu.  This  tumor  was  a  ranula,  which  at  this 
time  occupied  the  whole  anterior  part  of  the  mouth. 
As  this  difeafe  could  not  be  cured  without  the  ope¬ 
ration,  Mr.  Default  performed  it,  and  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner.  The  patient  was  feated  in  a  high  chair, 
and  feenred  by  affiliants.  The  mouth  was  kept  open 
by  means  of  a  fubftance  introduced  between  the  mo¬ 
lar 
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lar  teeth.  The  furgeon  then  incifed  with  his  biftoury 
the  right  fide  of  the  tumor,  the  whole  length  of  the 
frænum.  The  direction  of  the  incifion  was  from  be¬ 
hind  forwards.  The  fides  of  the  cyft  were  then  cau- 
tioufly  raifed,  and  excifed  with  the  fcififars.  The 
difcharge  was  white  grumous,  and  of  an  infupporta- 
ble  fmell.  A  flight  hemorrhage  took  place,  which 
was  eafily  flopped  by  dreffing  the  wound  with  lint. 
The  day  after  the  operation  a  confiderable  fwelling 
took  place  under  the  chin  and  on  the  edges  of  the 
wound.  A  poultice  was  ordered,  and  a  gargle  com- 
pofed  of  barley  water  and  honey  of  rofes.  The 
fwelling  fubfided  in  a  few  days,  and  the  fanious  and 
fetid  difcharge  was  converted  into  laudable  pus. 

On  the  fixth  day,  the  wound  furnifhed  a  glairy  un* 
wholefome  fanies,  the  fkin  became  hot,  the  tongue 
furred,  accompanied  with  a  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth  ; 
circumftances  that  announced  a  derangement  in  the 
primæ  viæ.  Thefe  fymptoms  yielded  to  the  emetic 
drink,  and  the  wound  now  healed  very  rapidly. 
Three  days  afterwards  there  only  remained  an  open¬ 
ing  neceffary  for  the  excretion  of  the  ialiva,  which 
was  fituated  at  the  pofterior  part  of  the  wound.  The 
patient  was  difmiffed  the  hofpital,  perfectly  cured * 
ï  i  days  after  the  operation, 
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Cafe  of  a  Frafture,  with  complicated  Symptoms ,  ccca - 
fioned  by  a  Fall  on  the  Knee . 


t 

[By  M.  Wedekind,  Profeffor  at  Mayence.] 

ON  the  24th  of  November,  1790,  a  man  in 
running  fell  on  his  knee  on  a  heap  oi  hard 
earth.  He  got  up  without  any  afliftance,  but  was 
unable  to  fupport  himfelf  :  he  was  taken  home  im¬ 
mediately.  Confiderable  fwelling  lu  perverted  on  the 
knee,  accompanied  with  every  fymptom  of  violent 
inflammation.  Nitrated  drinks,  a  copious  bleeding, 
and  antiphlogiflic  regimen,  were  prefcribed.  The 
external  applications  were  fomentations,  firft  com- 
pofed  of  cold  water  and  brandy,  and  afterwards  of 
Goulard.  The  inflammation  abated,  but  the  fwelling 
remained.  He  (till  experienced  the  moft  acute  pains, 
which  extended  the  whole  length  of  the  leg,  and  de¬ 
prived  him  completely  of  fleep.  After  11  days  at¬ 
tendance,  Mr.  Wedekind,  obliged  to  go  a  fhort 
journey,  ordered  that  comprefles  dipped  in  Arquebu- 
fade,  (hould  be  applied  to  the  limb  during  his  ab- 
fence.  The  patient,  experiencing  violent  pain  the 
firft  time  he  made  ufe  of  this  application,  imputed  it 
to  this  circumftance,  and  fent  for  another  lurgeon. 
When  he  arrived  he  ordered  a  poultice  to  be  applied 
to  the  leg,  compofed  of  aromatic  herbs  boiled  in 
wine.  The  pain  Hill  increafing,  the  remedy  was  re¬ 
jected. 
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jefted,  and  the  furgeon  difmifled.  A  phyfician  who 
was  confulted  the  next  day,  the  thirteenth  from  the 
accident,  iound  the  whole  of  the  leg  flightly  fwelled, 
without  hard  nefs  or  difcoloration  of  the  fkin.  No 
a:ute  pain  was  experienced  on  prefiure,  except  at  the 
in  erior  part  of  the  patella,  which  formed  a  fmall  pro¬ 
jection,  above  which  was  an  evident  depreffion.  This 
circumflance  induced  a  prefumption  that  this  part 
had  been  tranfverfely  fradured  ;  but  fubfequent  exa¬ 
minations  did  not  tend  to  confirm  the  phyfician  in 
this  idea,  who  contented  himfelf  with  applying  on  the 
whole  leg  and  inferior  part  of  the  thigh  two  long 
comprefles  dipped  in  Goulard  water,  and  retained 
above  by  means  of  a  roller.  Two  days  after  the  pain 
and  fwelhng  diminifhed,  and  was  in  other  refpefts 
much  better;  however,  from  the  fulnefs  of  the  pulfe, 
it  was  judged  expedient  to  bleed  him,  and  to  order  a 
gentle  purge,  compofed  of  equal  parts  of  cream  of 
tartar  and  fugar.  The  pain  was  now  evidently  miti¬ 
gated  *,  and  the  following  night  he  enjoyed  feveral 
hours  uninterrupted  fleep.  In  the  midfl  of  this  calm, 
the  fwelling  of  the  inferior  part  of  the  leg  returned 
with  increafed  violence.  Profeffor  Wedekind,  who 
was  now  returned,  continued  the  fame  applications  ; 
and  as  the  patient  was  unwilling  to  keep  his  bed,  he 
employed  a  kind  of  laced  boot  to ‘contain  the  leg:  it 
was  fo  conftructed  as  to  prevent  the  flexion  of  the  limb. 
By  means  of  this  contrivance,  the  patient  was  capable 
of  fitting  in  a  chair. 

On  the  17th  day,  his  fleep  was  not  interrupted. 
On  one  fide  the  fwelling  of  the  knee  had  increafed, 

although 
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although  the  pain  in  this  part  had  nearly  compleatly 
fubflded,  and  omthe  other  the  tumefaction  of  the  leg 
had  fenfibly  diminifhed.  On  the  18th,  he  was  better, 
and  paffed  the  whole  morning  in  his  arm  chair  much 
at  his  eafe.  The  phyflcians,  after  the  ufual  applica¬ 
tions,  left  him  at  half  pah:  eleven,  well  fatisfied  with 
his  pofition.  In  half  an  hour  they  received  the  news 
of  his  death.  They  were  informed  that  the  patient, 
foon  after  they  had  left  him,  impatient  from  the 
tedioufnefs  of  the  treatment,  had  fent  for  a  woman, 
by  trade  a  baker,  but  who  occafionally  praCtifed  the 
profeffion  of  a  bone-fetter.  This  woman  took  off  the 
dreffings,  and  moved  the  limb  with  confiderable  vio¬ 
lence  in  every  poffible  direction,  notwithftanding  the 
dreadful  pain  that  this  conduCt  occafioned  ;  at  laft 
flie  made  him  fupport  himfelf  entirely  on  his  foot, 
walk  up  and  down  his  chamber,  and  then  fit 
down  ;  during  her  endeavours  to  execute  new  mo¬ 
tions  with  the  foot,  the  patient  fell  into  a  fyncope 
and  expired.  The  regency  of  Mayence,  informed  of 
this  fmgular  faCt,  gave  orders  for  the  body  to  be 
opened,  which  was  done  on  the  13th  of  December, 
1790,  two  days  after  his  deceafe. 

A  fluctuation  was  manifeft  in  the  articulation 
of  the  knee,  with  an  extraordinary  mobility  of  the 
patella.  The  incifion  of  the  integuments  expofed 
a  cellular  fubftance,  with  lymph  diffufed  in  its  cells, 
and  with  fome  veftiges  of  extravafated  blood.  On 
dividing  the  vaftus  externus  mufcle,  a  quantity  of 
brown  fluid  fpouted  out  mixed  with  floculi,  fimilar 
in  confiftence  to  fat  half  melted.  On  the  outfide  of 

the 
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the  patella,  a  vertical  fiffure  was  obferved,  which  di¬ 
vided  the  articulatory  capfule  throughout  its  whole 
upper  part.  The  patella  itfelf  was  uninjured;  its 
internal  furface  was  only  tinged  with  a  yellow  colour, 
which  was  equally  diffufed  all  over  the  cartilages  of 
the  articulation.  The  capfular  ligament  was  tranf- 
verlely  divided  for  the  fpace  of  an  inch  towards  the 
inferior  angle  of  this  bone.  The  articular  furface  of 
the  tibia  prefented  two  deep  fiflures  ;  one,  extending 
di  redly  from  before  backwards,  feparated  the  two 
condyles  ;  the  other,  direded  obliquely  from  behind 
forwards  and  outwards,  had  detached  from  the  body 
of  the  bone  the  pofterior  part  of  the  external  condyle, 
which  was  only  retained  by  its  adhefion  to  the  fibula. 
The  fragments  were  not,  however,  difplaced.  The 
void  produced  by  the  flight  feparation  of  the  fradured 
portions  was  exadly  filled  by  a  red  fubftance,  about 
the  thicknels  of  a  card,  and  of  a  laminous  fcaly  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  other  parts  of  the  articulation  were 
uninjured,  except  the  adipofe  ligament,  which  ap¬ 
peared  violently  contufed. 


Remarks  and  Cases  by  the  Editor, 

The  cafe  related  by  Profeffor  Wedekind  affords  am¬ 
ple  room  for  interefting  refledion,  as  it  concerns 

theoretical 
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theoretical  and  practical  furgery  as  well  as  medical  jvw 
réprudence.  The  fpecies  of  longitudinal  fracture  which 
feparated  the  condyles,  and  penetrated  deeply  into 
the  body  of  the  tibia  ;  the  external  condvle  detached 
without  déplacement;  the  red  laminous  fubftance 
which  filled  up  the  fiffure,  which  without  doubt 
would  have  been  changed  into  bone  ;  the  rupture  of 
the  articulatory  cap  fuie,  the  effect  of  the  fall,  or  per* 
haps  produced  by  the  violent  exertions  of  the  bone- 
fetter;  the  projecting  portion  of  the  inferior  part  of 
the  patella,  and  the  depreffion  remarked  above  though 
the  bone  was  not  fraCtured  ;  the  difficulty  of  dilco- 
vering  the  nature  of  the  injury  ;  the  fymptoms  col¬ 
lectively  confidered,  their  nature  and  progrefs  ;  their 
ceffation,  which  was  nearly  total,  on  the  application 
of  an  inftrument  that  formed  an  oppofition  to  the 
flexion  of  the  leg  ;  the  violent  pain  brought  on  by 
motion  inconfiderately  applied,  and  the  death  that  it 
occafioned  ;  are  all  fo  many  different  objcCts  for  the 
reflection  of  the  furgeon.  Each  might  perhaps  merit 
a  particular  difcuffion  ;  but  this  would  lead  us  beyond 
the  bounds  we  prefcribe  ourfelves  in  the  conduCt  of 
this  Journal.  We  fhall  content  ourfelves  with  an¬ 
nexing  two  cafes  analogous  to  that  of  Profeffor  Wede¬ 
kind’s,  which  will  clearly  prove  the  danger  of  motion 
ignorantly  and  rafhly  applied  to  parts  already  dif- 
eafed,  and  the  ferious  fymptoms  that  may  rcfult  from 
the  déplacement  of  fraCtured  bones. 


* 
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CASE  I. 

$ 

MARY  Bardou,  16  years  of  age,  experienced  at 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1 786,  a  violent  pain  at  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  left  arm,  which  had  been  frac¬ 
tured  ten  years  before.  The  praditioner  who  was 
firft  confulted,  confidered  it  prudent  to  attempt  no¬ 
thing  at  this  period.  The  Sieur  Dumont  le  Valdajou , 
a  man  much  in  vogue  at  this  time,  was  called  in  :  he 
gave  a  decided  opinion  that  the  bone  was  luxated  ; 
and  after  a  very  forcible  extenfion,  he  moved  the 
arm  repeatedly  in  every  direction  with  confiderable 
violence.  An  alarming  inflammation  from  this  im¬ 
prudent  condud,  foon  occupied  the  upper  half^of  the 
arm,  which  extended  to  the  correfpondent  portion  of 
the  fhoulder  and  thorax.  This  praditioner,  though 
obliged  to  acknowledge  his  miftake,  dill  flattered  the 
parents  with  the  hope  of  a  fpeedy  cure  ;  he  applied 
a  mixture  of  fuet  and  bran  dipped  in  urine  to  the 
parts  affeded  ;  the  pain  became  in  the  highed  degree 
violent  ;  many  abcefles  formed  in  the  arm  and  bread, 
which  broke  fpontaneoufly  at  the  end  of  three  months, 
and  remained  fiftulous.  After  fix  months  of  this  dif- 
gufting  treatment  fhe  was  abandoned  by  Dumont,  and 
was  obliged  to  apply  for  admiflion  into  the  Hôtel 
Dieu.  At  this  period  this  unfortunate  woman  had  a 
deep  and  extenfive  caries,  afteding  the  whole  fuperior 
part  of  the  humerus  and  which  had  affeded  the  firft 
three  true  ribs.  Frotn  her  ftrength  being  already  ex- 
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handed  by  her  fufferings,  and  an  abundant  fuppura- 
tion  accompanied  with  a  purging,  the  refources  of  art 
were  ineffectual  :  (he  funk  under  her  difeafe  on  the 
id  of  November,  1789,  a  little  time  fubfequent  to 
her  ad  midion. 


CASE  IL 

[By  Mr.  Guilier,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.1 

JFLIPE,  a  very  drong  man,  29  years  of  age,  was 
carried  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  the  15th  of  October, 
1 790,  for  an  oblique  fracture  of  the  middle  part  of  the 
thigh  complicated  with  a  wound.  Independent 
of  this  there  was  a  jagged  wound  fituated  over  the  fu- 
perciliary  arch,  which  affeCted  only  the  integuments. 
The  accident  happened  by  his  falling  on  the  pave¬ 
ment  from  a  fécond  dory.  He  was  drunk  at  the 
time  it  occurred.  He  was  fenfelefs,  heavy,  with  a 
frequent  and  concentrated  pulfe.  Thefe  fymptoms, 
probably  in  part  occalioned  by  his  drunkennefs,  fub- 
fided  the  next  day.  The  wounds  were  dreded,  and 
the  thigh  maintained  in  an  extended  pofition.  He 
experienced  only  dight  pains,  which  were  totally  dif- 
fipated  by  the  4th  day,  when  the  alimentary  canal 
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had  been  evacuated.  No  fwelling  whatever  of  the 
thigh  took  place. 

By  the  7th,  the  wound  was  nearly  cicatrized,  and 
the  patient  feemed  to  be  out  of  danger  of  any  accident  ; 
but  the  following  night  one  of  the  patients  awkwardly 
endeavouring  to  raife  him  in  the  bed  by  his  middle, 
difplaced  the  fragments  of  the  bone  and  bent  the 
thigh.  The  patient  inftantly  experienced  involuntary 
contractions  and  twitchings  of  the  parts,  which  be¬ 
came  every  inftant  more  violent.  The  furgeons  were 
not  apprized  of  it  till  the  next  day.  The  mufcles 
conti  aCted  with  fuch  force,  that  on  taking  off  the 
dreffings,  the  thigh  bent  at  a  right  angle,  notwith- 
Banding  an  extenfion  kept  up  by  two  vigorous  affifU 
ants.  Thefe  two  could  not  reduce  it,  and  it  was 
neceffary  to  have  a  third  to  prefs  on  the  fraCtured 
part.  From  this  time  no  dreffings  whatever  were  ade¬ 
quate  to  prevent  the  involuntary  motions  and  con¬ 
tractions  of  the  parts  ;  a  difficulty  in  depreffing  the 
lower  jaw,  almoft  invincible,  announced  an  attack  of 
tetancs,  which  foon  became  univerfal,  notwithftanding 
the  ufe  of  Hoffman’s  anodyne  liquor  and  other  anti- 
fpafmodics,  and  terminated  fatally  five  days  after¬ 
wards. 

On  diffeCtion,  the  foft  parts  contiguous  to  the  frac¬ 
ture  were  found  bruifed  and  torn  by  the  friction  of 

the  bone  and  moiftened  with  a  confiderable  quantity 

• 

of  bloody  fanies.  No  extraordinary  appearance  was 
found  on  opening  the  head,  or  in  any  other  part  of 
the  body. 
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Cafe  of  a  complicated  Hare-lip  cured  by  the  Operation . 

[By  Mr.  Agasse,  Surgeon.] 

THIS  furgeon  was  coniulted  in  April,  1791,  for 
William  Ball,  a  child  feven  years  of  age,  who 
was  affeCied  from  his  birth  with  a  double  hare-lip. 
The  middle  part  of  the  lip  formed  a  kind  of  button 
five  lines  in  diameter,  which  proje<Ced  farther  than  the 
end  of  the  nofe  and  with  which  it  formed  a  continua¬ 
tion.  This  proje&ing  portion  of  the  lip  covered  ini 
part  a  detached  fragment  of  the  maxillary  bones,  in 
which  were  three  incifor  teeth.  This  fragment  pro¬ 
jected  one  quarter  of  an  inch.  This  odious  portion 
admitted  of  motion  from  fide  to  fide,  and  clofed  up 
the  anterior  extremity  of  a  fiffure  nearly  an  inch  in 
breadth,  and  which  divided  the  palatine  arch  through¬ 
out  its  whole  length  and  in  which  might  be  feen  the 
inferior  edge  of  the  feptutn  nafi.  This  child  was  at 
fil'd  nourifhed  with  cows  milk  and  afterwards  with 
pap.  He  was  incapable  of  madicating  his  food  till 
four  years  of  age  :  before  this  period  it  was  necedary 
to  chew  the  food  before  it  was  given  him,  W'hich  he 
then  fwallowed  with  difficulty.  Part  of  this  nourifh- 
ment  paded  into  the  poderior  nafal  fofiæ  and  paffed 
out  of  the  nodrils  and  the  fidures  in  the  jaw.  It  was 
necedary  to  pudi  his  head  backwards  to  enable  him  to 
fwallow  any  kind  of  liquid.  The  fecredon  from  the 
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noftrils  continually  flowed  into  the  mouth  through  the 
palatine  Mure. 

Emboldened  by  the  fuccefsful  termination  of  Mary 
Dehanne’s  cafe,  related  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Jour¬ 
nal  and  which  was  ftriCtly  fimilar,  Mr.  A  gaffe  was 
induced  to  form  a  more  favourable  prognoftic  than 
his  profeffional  brethren  who  had  been  previoufly 
confulted,  and  who  had  unanimoufly  rejected  the 
operation  as  nfelefs,  dangerous,  and  even  imprac¬ 
ticable.  Mr.  Agaffe  undertook  to  perform  it,  but 
requefted  that  the  child  fhould  remain  at  his  own 
houle  till  the  completion  of  the  cure^  On  the  3d  of 
May  the  compreffive  bandage  was  applied,  (of  'which 
Mr.  Default  availed  himfelf  in  a  fimilar  cafe,)  with 
the  view  of  diminishing  the  bulk  of  the  projecting 
portion  of  the  lip  and  leffening  the  protrufion  of  the 
ifolatecl  portion  of  the  maxillary  bones.  The  fame 
fuccefs  was  obtained* 

By  the  17th  day,  the  inferior  edge  of  the  project¬ 
ing  portion  of  the  lip  was  depreffed  lower  than  even 
the  other  part  of  the  lip,  and  was  widened  in  the 
fame  proportion.  The  offious  fragment  was  pufhed 
in  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
end  of  the  nofe  projected  more  than  a  line  beyond  it. 
This  hate  appeared  favourable  to  the  operation.  Af¬ 
ter  detaching  with  a  biftoury  as  far  as  the  noftrils  the 
projeCling  lip  which  adhered  to  the  bony  protube¬ 
rance,  he  incifed  its  edges,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  lip, 
with  the  feiffars,  in  the  manner  deferibed  in  the  firft 
volume.  As  the  projecting  portion  of  the  maxillary 
bones  was  very  large,  Mr.  Agaffe  had  prepared  him* 
Vo l.  II,  P  felf 
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felf  with  two  pins,  with  the  intention  of  paffing  them 
fuperiorly  on  each  fide  of  the  projecting  portion  of 
the  lip  ;  but  finding  that  he  could  eafily  pals  a  gold 
needle  through  the  edge  of  the  free  portion  of  the  lip, 
he  renounced  the  ufe  of  the  pins,  and  preferred  to 
pals  another  needle  only  of  the  fame  nature  as  thefirft 
through  the  parts,  as  near  as  portable  to  the  nole. 
In  other  particulars  the  fame  dreffing  was  employed 
as  in  the  cafe  of  Mary  Dehanne.  The  arteries  of  the 
projecting  portion  of  the  lip  afforded  at  fir  ft  a  confi- 
derable  hemorrhage.  Compreffion  on  the  trunk  of  the 
labial  artery,  which  partesover  the  maxillary  bone,  did 
not  fupprefs  it.  This  circumftance,  with  the  cries  of 
the  child,  protracted  the  operation  longer  than  it 
would  otherwife  have  been  from  the  attendant  cir- 
cumftances.  The  firft  day  parted  extremely  well. 
The  patient  even  flept  a  little  time  after  the  operation. 
The  pulie  was  railed  a  little  towards  the  evening. 
The  drefiings  were  renewed  the  next  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  days.  The  child,  difgufted  with  broth,  wifhed 
for  folid  food  ;  he  was  indulged  with  fome  mafhed 
ftrawberries;  lemonade  was  his  ordinary  drink.  Three 
days  afterwards,  on  the  re-application  of  the  bandage, 
a  hemorrhage  was  produced  from  the  cries  and  agita¬ 
tion  of  the  patient.  This  was  flopped  by  a  uniting 
bandage,  made  of  a  double  headed  roller,  the  middle 
of  which  was  carried  on  the  nape  of  the  neck.  This 
method  was  preferred  for  fear  of  difturbing  the  points 
of  the  needles. 

The  wound,  two  days  afterwards,  was  drefied  twice 
every  day,  in  confcquence  of  the  difagreeable  odour 
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the  thread  had  contra&ed.  On  the  7th,  in  the 
morning,  the  fuperior  needle  was  removed,  being 
loofe,  and  in  the  evening  the  inferior  one.  The 
threads  fell  ofr  the  next  day,  and  expofed  the  upper 
and  left  part  of  the  lip  torn  as  far  as  the  middle  part 
ol  its  projecting  portion.  The  right  fide  was  confi- 
derably  lefs  injured.  In  other  refpeCts  the  lips  were 
perfectly  reunited,  the  projecting  portion  was  now  re¬ 
duced  nearly  to  its  natural  level,  deglutition  was  eafy, 
and  the  fecretion  from  the  nofe  now  palled  through 
the  noftrils.  In  the  lpace  of  four  days,  the  cicatrix  of 
the  lacerated  parts  was  far  advanced  ;  it  was  now  only 
d relied  with  line  lint,  retained  by  a  flip  of  emp.  dia- 
palma,  retained  on  in  the  night  by  a  bandage  fecured 
to  the  two  tides  of  the  nightcap.  By  the  17th  day 
after  the  operation,  the  child  returned  home  to  her 
parents  perfectly  cured  and  without  any  deformity. 
1  he  middle  portion  of  the  maxillary  bones  were  much 
depreffed,  the  nofe  more  raifed,  and  the  failure  of 
the  palate  lenfibly  diminifhed.  Six  weeks  afterwards 
Mr.  A  gaffe  faw  the  child,  and  found  only  a  fiffure 
in  the  arch  of  the  palate,  which  fcarcely  admitted  the 
extremity  of  the  little  finger.  The  pronunciation; 
which  before  the  operation  was  fcarcely  intelligible, 
now  became  diilinCt  ;  maftication  and  deglutition 
was  now  alfo  eafily  performed.  The  projecting  por¬ 
tion  of  the  middle  part  of  the  maxillary  bones,  from 
their  width  and  convexity,  appeared,  in  Mr.  Agaffe’s 
opinion,  to  have  caufed  the  laceration  of  the  parts;  a 
circumftance  which,  he  conceives,  would  have  been 
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avoided  by  paffmg  two  needles,  and  making  two  fu¬ 
tures  at  the  fuperior  part,  as  lie  firft  intended.* 


Observations  on  Retention  of  Urine,  occafioned  by 
Inflammation  of  the  Urethra. 


IT  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  inflammation  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  produces  retention  of  urine  in  the  bladder. 
To  explain  it  mechanically,  we  have  only  to  recoiled; 
this  pathological  chirurgical  axiom,  viz.  that  no  in¬ 
flammation  can  exift  without  lwelling  of  the  part  in- 
» 

flamed,  and  that  every  tumefadion  of  the  coats  of  a 
canal  will  neceflarily  occalion  a  contraction  in  its  dia¬ 
meter.  Inflammation  of  the  urethra  may  be  divided 
into  eryfipelatous  and  phlegmonous.  The  firft  is 
rarely  followed  with  complete  retention  of  urine, 
which  is  often  produced  from  the  lait  caufe.  Both 
one  and  the  other  may  be  produced  by  the  general 

*  Independent  of  the  caufes  mentioned  by  Mr.  Agafle,  fome- 
what  may  be  attributed  to  the  cries  of  the  patient  on  applying 
the  dreffings  the  third  day  after  the  operation,  and  to  the  ftrong 
comprefiion  exercifed  on  the  needles  by  the  uniting  bandage; 
and  perhaps  more  of  this  mifehief  might  have  been  produced 
by  the  needles  remaining  fuch  a  confiderable  time.  In  the 
Hôtel  Dieu,  it  is  the  pra&ice  not  to  leave  them  more  than 
three  or  four  days,  and  it  is  found  that  no  laceration  ever  takes 
place. 


caufes 
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caufes  of  inflammation,  but  they  more  frequently 
arife  from  the  particular  difpofitions  of  this  canal. 
Thus  the  immoderate  ufe  of  beer,  the  external  or  in¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  cantharides,  abforption  of  the  matter  in 
gonorrhæa,  catheterifm  awkwardly  performed,  the 
introduction  of  bougies  medicated  with  acrid  mat- 
ters,  all  tend  to  excite  inflammation  in  this  canal; 
but  whatever  may  be  its  caufe,  we  can  rarely  be  de¬ 
ceived  in  our  diagnoftic  ;  for  independent  of  the  ge- 
nerical  fymptoms  of  inflammation,  the  patients  com¬ 
plain  of  a  fenfe  of  burning  heat  in  the  urethra,  and 
fometimes  a  fhivering  almoft  infupportable  in  pafling 
their  urine.  The  penis  increafes  a  little  in  fize,  and 
becomes  more  fenfible  to  the  touch.  Slight  preflure 
along  the  courfe  of  the  urethra  is  fufficient  to  excite  a 
lively  pain  ;  and  fometimes,  when  phlegmonous  in¬ 
flammation  exifts,  will  enable  you  to  difeover  the 
{welling  formed  in  the  thicknefs  of  its  tunics.  At  the 
lame  time  the  ‘ftream  of  urine  gradually  diminifhes, 
and  is  foon  reduced  to  the  fize  of  a  thread,  confe- 
quently  confiderable  efforts  are  neceffary  for  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  urine,  which  are  fometimes  inadequate 
to  the  effect.  The  treatment  of  this  difeafe  is  Am¬ 
ple;  the  remedies  are  anti-phlogiftic  ;  ti fans  foftening 
and  diuretic,  general  and  local  bleeding  by  means  of 
leeches  to  the  perinæum,  emollient  cataplafms  to  the 
fame  part,  and  to  the  penis,  local  baths,  either  of 
milk,  or  a  mucilaginous  decoction,  &x.  are  generally 
fuflicient  to  diflipate  this  inflammation;  foftening 
injeCtions  have  been  prôpoîed  to  be  thrown  up  the 
urethra  ;  but  as  they  cannot  pafs  up  an  inflamed  and 
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contracted  canal  without  confiderable  force  being  ap¬ 
plied,  this  would  necefTarily,  from  its  diflenfion  and 
ftimulu'q  augment  the  inflammation. 

The  introduction  of  the  catheter  being  attended 
with  pain,  it  is  never  had  recourfe  to  but  in  cafes  of 
complété  retention;  but  certainly  if  this  infiniment  is 
palled  in  a  fkilful  manner,  lefs  pain  is  excited  than  is 
occafioned  by  the  urine  paffing  over  an  inflamed  fur- 
face.  As  the  prefence  of  the  catheter  in  the  canal 
becomes  a  new  caufe  inflammation,  it  fliould  be 
withdrawn  and  re-introduced  when  occafion  requires. 
When  the  inflammation  of  the  urethra  is  of  a  phleg¬ 
monous  nature,  if  the  fwelling  fliould  fuppurate  in- 

ftead  of  refolving,  and  the  abcefs  (hould  break  inter- 

»  , 

nally,  the  ufe  of  the  catheter  becomes  abfolutely  in- 
difpenfable  to  prevent  the  urine  coming  in  contaCt 
with  the  cavity  that  contains  the  pus,  which  might 
produce  fiflulæ,  effufions  of  urine  in  the  cellular  fub- 
ftance,  &c.  The  catheter,  under  thefe  circumftances, 
fhould  be  left  till  the  pouch  of  the  abcefs  is  perfectly 
cicatrized.  When  the  inflammation  is  eryfipelatous, 
there  is  no  danger  to  apprehend  ;  the  cure,  in  this 
inftance,  is  quicker,  and  generally  takes  place  in  5  or 
6  days,  unlefs  fome  general  affeCt ion  is  prevalent  in 
the  habit,  as  the  venereal  virus;  under  thefe  circum- 
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fiances  the  treatment  will  necefTarily  vary. 
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Observations  on  Gonorrhæa. 


ÏN  populous  cities  no  difeafe  whatever  occurs  more 
frequently  than  this  complaint,  and  there  are  few 
fubjeCts  on  which  more  volumes  have  been  written 
or  that  have  been  fo  much  inveftigated  as  gonorrhæa, 
and  perhaps  no  difeafe  is  more  imperfectly  known. 
We  are  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  gained, 
of  the  rout  the  virus  takes  to  affeCt  the  urethra,  whe¬ 
ther  it  penetrates  firft  into  the  fubftance  of  the  gland 
and  then  by  the  way  of  circulation  affeCts  the  tunics 
of  the  canal,  or  whether  it  infinuates  direCtly  into 
the  urethra  and  affects  its  coats  by  immediate  contaCt. 
We  do  not  know  if  the  poilon  of  the  virus  is  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  fermentation,  or  depends  on  the  aCtion  of  the 
folids.  It  is  demonftrated  that  the  matter  which  pro¬ 
duces  the  gonorrhæa  in  fome,  is  of  the  fame  nature 
as  that  which  produces  chancres  in  others,  and  that 
this  difference  of  aCtion  depends  folely  on  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  perfon  who  contracts  the  affection  :  but 
it  has  not  been  yet  fatisfaCtorily  explained  how  the 
matter  of  a  gonorrhæa  which  is  fufficiently  aCtive  to 
infeCt  a  healthy  perfon  by  a  moment’s  contaCt,  does 
not  prove  a  caufe  for  the  perpetual  exiftence  of  this 
difeafe  to  thofe  who  have  been  once  affeCted  with  it  ; 
and  why  this  matter,  continually  diffufed  on  the  glans 
and  prepuce,  does  not  produce  chancres,  buboes,  and 

other  iÿmptoms. 
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In  authors  we  meet  with  continual  contradictions 
rcfpeCting  the  feat  of  this  difeafe  :  fome  fay  it  is  in 
the  veficulæ  feminales,  others  in  the  proftrate  gland, 
fome  in  the  bulb  of  the  urethra,  and  others  in  Cow- 
per’s  glands  ;  however  the  prevalent  opinion  among 
modern  practitioners  is,  that  the  diieafe  in  general 
only  affeCts  the  mucous  follicles  of  the  urethra,  and 

that  in  the  majority  of  cafes  it  is  confined  to  the  folia 

* 

naviculare,  and  that  it  rarely  extends  fo  high  as  three 
or  four  fingers  breadth  above  this  part.  This  opinion 
appears  to  us  the  moft  probable,  and  is  confirmed  by 
the  obfervations  we  have  made  on  perfons  who  have 
died  at  different  periods  of  the  gonorrhæa.  In  many 
of  thefe  fubjeCts  neither  the  urethra  or  the  adjacent 
parts  appeared  injured  ;  in  others  we  have  remarked 
a  rednefs  and  an  appearance  of  phlogofis  towards  the 
foffa  naviculare  ;  in  all,  the  urethra  feemed  to  have 
more  than  a  natural  degree  of  moiflure,and  by  prefling 
the  pores  or  mucous  follicles  lituated  on  the  internal 
membrane,  a  fluid  tranfuded  fimilar  in  its  nature  to 
that  found  in  the  canal  of  the  urethra.  We  have 

fometimes  feen  ulcerations  on  the  internal  membrane 

« 

of  the  urethra,  but  never  a  true  ulcer,  although  we 
have  met  with  cicatrices  which  feemed  to  have  proved 
their  exiftence.  After  thefe  faCts,  we  have  no  doubt 
that  the  matter  difeharged  in  the  gonorrhæa,  inflead 
of  pus  is  only  the  natural  mucus  of  the  urethra  altered 
in  quantity  and  colour  from  the  irritation  and  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  urethra.  The  virus  of  the  gonorrhæa, 
at  the  moment  it  is  communicated,  excites  no  fymp- 
tom  whatever.  Four  or  five  days  generally  elapfe 

before 
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before  the  difeafe  is  announced  by  an  itching  over  the 
whole  glans  and  towards  the  orifice  of  the  urethra, 
accompanied  with  a  flight  degree  of  fwelling  of  the 
lips  of  the  meatus  urinarius.  Sometimes  thefe  fymp- 
toms  occur  earlier  :  it  has  been  faid  that  they  have 
appeared  fome  hours  after  the  application  of  the  virus. 
They  often  come  on  the  2d  or  3d  day,  but  more  fre¬ 
quently  at  the  end  of  eight  days.  But  there  are  cafes 
on  record  where  the  fymptoms  have  been  retarded  for 
more  than  fix  weeks.  In  fome  patients,  previous  to 
and  during  the  difcharge,  this  itching,  with  fhivering 
on  making  water,  are  the  only  attendant  fymp¬ 
toms,  but  in  general  this  is  converted  into  a  fharp, 
pungent  pain,  fituated  towards  the  corona  glandis; 
this  pain  progreffively  increafes,  inflammation  comes 
on,  the  penis  enlarges  independent  of  eredlion,  the 
glans  becomes  red  and  fwelled,  a  fenfe  of  tenfion  is 
felt  along  the  courfe  of  the  urethra,  with  an  obvious 
diminution  in  the  flream  of  urine,  which  fometimes 
bifurfieates,  fometimes  is  difcharged  in  a  fpiral  form, 
and  at  others  falls  like  water  from  a  watering  pot. 
The  patients  are  tormented  by  frequent  defiresto  make 
water  without  the  capacity,  accompanied  at  the  time 
with  pain  and  fhivering.  They  experience  a  fenfe  of 
laffitude  about  the  pubis,  and  complain  of  adifagree- 
able  fenfation  in  the  fcrotum,  teflicles,  perinæum, 
anus,  and  the  hips.  The  inguinal  glands  are  often 
fym pathetically  affecfted  and  even  fwell  in  a  imall  de¬ 
gree,  but  they  never  fuppurate,  a  fyrnptom  which 
occurs  when  the  bubo  is  primitive  and  arifes  from  the 
ablorption  of  matter.  Eredions  are  very  frequent, 

particu- 
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particularly  during  the  night,  and  attended  with  fiich 
violent  pain  as  to  prevent  fleep.  The  flow  of  matter 
comes  on  foon  after  the  inflammation  ;  it  often  even 
precedes  it.  The  irritation  alone  of  the  urethra  will 
excite  a  fecretion  fufficiently  abundant  to  produce 
this  flow.  Sometimes  this  fecretion  does  not  take 
place  :  this  happens  under  two  oppolite  circumftances  ; 
when  the  inflammation  is  too  violent,  and  when  it  is 
too  weak.  Thefe  we  term  dry  gonorrhæas.  The 
heat,  pain,  fwelling,  and  inflammation  go  on  increas¬ 
ing,  and  at  laid  remain  in  the  fame  (date  for  fix,  eight, 
or  ten  days.  At  length  they  begin  to  diminifli,  the 
fwelling  fubfides,  and  the  difeharge  gradually  leflens 
till  the  cure  is  completed. 

When  the  inflammation  is  confiderable  and  ex¬ 
tends  into  the  corpus  fpongiofum,  it  is  incapable  of 
ereédion  with  the  corpora  cavernofa.  The  penis  now 
becomes  bent  and  affefted  with  acute  pain  :  this 
fymptom  is  called  chordee.  Under  thefe  circum¬ 
ftances,  when  the  penis  is  erect  a  laceration  often 
takes  place  of  the  veflels  of  the  urethra,  and  a  flow  of 
blood  more  or  lefs  abundant  and  which  always  pro¬ 
duces  e a fe  in  conlequence.  of  unloading  the  inflamed 
veflels.  The  matter  which  is  difeharged  from  the 

urethra  is  not  of  the  fame  confndence  or  colour  at  the 

\ 

different  periods  of  the  gonorrhæa  :  at  the  beginning 
it  is  thicker  than  towards  the  end  of  the  complaint, 
when  it  becomes  more  ierous.  The  ordinary  changes 
that  take  place  in  the  colour  are  as  follows  ;  firft 
greenifh,  then  yellow,  afterwards  white,  and  by  de¬ 
grees  it  attains  the  natural  colour  of  the  mucus. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  changes  in  the  colour  of  the  difeharge  may 
be  remarked  on  the  linen,  the  fpots  having  different 
degrees  of  (hade.  In  the  middle  the  matter  is  thicker 
and  in  greater  quantity,  and  the  colour  deeper,  while 
the  circumference  is  pale  where  the  aqueous  part  has 
been  depofited.  The  duration  of  the  difeharge  has  no 
fixed  period.  When  the  gonorrhæa  is  fuddenly  fup- 
preffed  and  the  fwelling  of  the  urethra  perfectly  fub- 
Tided,  we  give  it  the  name  of  retropulfed  gonorr- 
hæa  ;  we  call  it  chronic  or  habitual  when  it  is  not 
cured  in  the  fpace  of  two  months.  It  is  impofii- 
ble  to  predid  what  time  will  tranfpire  before  a  cure 
takes  place  :  it  will  fometimes  continue  for  years  or 
even  for  the  life  of  the  patient.  The  difeharge  does 
not  always  take  place  from  the  urethra  :  fometimes  it 
originates  from  the  prepuce  or  glans,  and  comes  from 
the  febaceous  glands  iituated  at  this  part.  This  we 
term  the  baftard  gonorrhæa.  It  is  divided  into  two 
fpecies,  benign  and  malignant  :  the  firft  is  occafioned 
by  the  virus  attacking  the  corona  glandis  inftead  of 
the  infide  of  the  urethra  and  producing  on  this  part 
the  fame  effeds  as  on  that  canal  :  the  fécond  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  falaceous  matter  becoming  acrid  fiom 
remaining  on  the  part  and  exciting  a  ftimulus  between, 
the  prepuce  and  glans  that  produce  a  greater  and  a 
more  pun  form  fecretion.  In  no  difeafe  we  fhould  be 
more  cautious  in  our  prognoilic  than  in  gonorrhæa. 
In  the  mildefl  cafes  we  can  never  venture  to  fix  the 
period  of  cure  :  for  whatever  may  be  the  attention  oi 
the  patient  or  the  abilities  oi  the  furgeon,  his  endea¬ 
vours  will  be  often  defeated  by  the  cbftinacy  of  the 

difeafe. 
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difeafe.  We  may  however  venture  to  hazard  Tome 
remarks  that  are  founded  on  practical  obfervation  ; 
for  example,  the  more  the  flow  of  matter  is  abundant 
in  the  fécond  period  of  the  difeafe,  the  more  eafy  the 
cure  is  effected  and  there  is  no  danger  of  fyphilis  taking 
place  ;  at  leaft  we  have  lets  to  apprehend  when  the 
difcharge  has  run  through  its  different  periods  without 
interruption  and  has  ceafed  fpontaneoufly,  than  when 
it  has  been  frequently  fuppreffed  as  in  repulfed  go- 
norrhæa,  or  when  the  difcharge  has  been  trifling  and 
has  taken  place  at  a  late  period. 

When  we  compare  the  different  methods  of  cure 
recommended  by  authors,  we  find  nothing  but  con¬ 
tradictions.  Some  only  adopt  the  antiphlogiftic  plan, 
bleeding  their  patients  frequently,  and  employing 
baths,  with  refrefhing  drinks,  &x.  others  preferibe  a 
heating  regimen  from  the  commencement  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  and  give  balfamics,  fuch  as  turpentine,  balfam 
of  copaiba,  &c.  in  large  dofes.  Some  conceive  that 
the  gonorrhæa  cannot  be  radically  cured  without  the 
affiflance  of  mercury  ;  a  practice  rejected  by  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  practitioners  as  ufelefs  and  almofl  always 
injurious.  There  are  others  who  proceed  more  me¬ 
thodically,  and  who  vary  their  treatment  at  the  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  of  the  difeafe  :  during  the  ftages  of  in¬ 
flammation  and  fwelling,  a  cooling  plan,  with  the  ufe 
of  detergents,  is  recommended,  and  the  cure  finiflied 
by  purgatives  and  balfamics. 

\V  e  might  fill  volumes  with  formulæ  of  pills,  opi¬ 
ates,  and  other  preparations  boafted  as  infallible  in 

this 
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tbisdifeafc  ;  nor  is  there  a  petty  pradfitioner  but  what 
has  his  particular  formula. 

The  feveral  oppofite  methods  that  have  been  juft 
mentioned,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  have  met  with 
nearly  equal  fuccefs.  From  this  circumftance  men  of 
the  firft  merit  have  been  induced  to  leave  the  cure  of 
this  difeafe  entirely  to  the  efforts  of  nature  aflifted  only 
by  a  proper  regimen.  When  the  patients  are  uneafy, 
and  conceive  their  cure  cannot  be  produced  without 
the  ufe  of  medicines,  bread  pills,  or  fome  other  fub- 
ftance  that  is  nugatory  in  its  effect  is  exhibited.  This 
practice  has  at  leaft  the  advantage  of  not  tormenting 
the  patient  by  difgufting  medicines,  and  injuring  the 
health  in  attempting  the  cure  of  a  difeafe  in  itfelf  lo¬ 
cal  and  which  admits  of  a  natural  cure.  Some  have 
propofed  injedtions,  and  have  divided  them  into  dif¬ 
ferent  orders,  as  irritating,  emollient,  aftringent,  &c. 
others  have  propofed  the  ufe  of  bougies,  which  they 
have  diftinguifhed  in  the  fame  manner  and  to  which 
properties  have  been  attributed  analogous  to  thofe  of 
injedhon.  Without  entering  into  an  analyfis  ot  the 
modus  operandi  ofthefe  means*  we  lhall  only  remark 
that  the  majority  of  them  in  a  recent  gonorrhæa  are 
attended  with  danger,  they  can  only  tend  to  interrupt 
the  efforts  of  nature  and  alter  the  courfe  of  fymptoms 
whofe  exiftence  are  probably  neceffary  for  the  cure. 
We  are  then  of  opinion  that  we  fhould  not  have  re- 
courfe  to  any  of  thefe  methods,  unlefs  particular 
fymptoms  ftrongly  indicate  their  neceflity  :  thus  we 
have  fometimes  fuccefsfully  employed  an  elaftic  gum 

catheter,  which  has  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the 

bladder. 
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bladder,  in  cafes  where  great  difficulty  has  been  expe¬ 
rienced  in  paffing  the  urine  and  attended  with  in  fup- 
portable  pain.  - 

In  this  manner  the  ufe  of  this  indrumcnt  has  been 

t 

often  attended  with  fuccefs  in  re-procuring  the  flow 
of  matter  in  retropulfed  gonorrhæa  :  but  excepting  in 
thefe  extraordinary  cafes,  we  for  the  mod  part  aban¬ 
don  the  cure  to  nature,  prefcribing  only  reft  with  a 
temperate  regimen.  Whatever  remedies  may  be  em¬ 
ployed,  either  external  or  internal,  the  cure  is  always 
doubtful  until  completed.  Chronic  and  habitual  go- 
norrhæas  often  occur  in  thofe  cafes  that  in  the  firft 
inftance  announce  a  fpeedy  cure.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  the  moft  experienced  practitioner  is  often 
at  a  lofs,  for  he  is  rarely  acquainted  with  the  caufe  of 
thefe  obftinate  difeharges,  and  coniequently  has  no 
indication  to  fulfil.  No  remedies  fugged  themfelves 
on  whofe  efficacy  he  can  depend,  nor  is  it  poffible  for 
him  to  fix  a  period  to  the  complaint.  In  this  uncer¬ 
tainty  what  is  to  be  done  ?  If  the  practitioner  is  influ¬ 
enced  by  confcientious  principles,  inftead  of  acting 
blindly  and  in  the  dark,  he  will  abftain  from  ordering 
any  medicine,  and  differ  the  difeafe  to  wear  out  of 
itfelf  and  die  as  it  were  of  old  age.  It  is  better  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  infufficiency  of  the  art  than  to  fuffer 
our  patients  to  become  the  victims  of  ignorance.  The 
caufes  of  the  difeharge  in  gonorrhæas  of  long  ftanding 
are  not  all  equally  obfeure  ;  their  obftinacy  may  often 
depend 'on  improper  regimen,  on  a  bad  conftitution, 
on  climate,  on  acrimony  or  a  depraved  date  of  the 
fecretions  :  it  may  be  kept  up  by  lymphatic  fwdlings 
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in  the  cellular  fubftance  of  the  urethra,  by  ulcers  in 
the  canal,  by  a  general  venereal  infedtion,  and  fome- 
times  by  a  defedt  in  the  treatment.  The  flighted 
change  in  the  regimen  produces  a  manifeft  change  in 
the  quality  as  well  as  in  the  quantity  of  the  difcharge; 
for  by  renewing  or  augmenting  the  inflammation,  the 
matter  is  -encreafed  in  quantity  and  virulence,  confe- 
quently  more  calculated  to  keep  up  that  mode  of 
adlion  neceflary  to  conftitute  gonorrlfæa  :  it  is  thus 
that  exercife  on  horfeback, dancing,  fpirituous  liquors, 
high,  ftimulating  food,  immoderate  venery,  &c.  are 
caufes  that  tend  to  prolong  the  duration  of  the  dif¬ 
charge.  Perfons  of  a  phlegmatic  temperament,  of  a 
fcrophulous  habit,  and  thofe  in  the  decline  of  life,  as 
being  little  fufceptible  of  true  inflammation,  are  pe¬ 
culiarly  fubject  to  chronic  gonorrhæa  :  the  vital  ac¬ 
tion,  in  thefe  cafes  too  weak  to  attenuate  and  alter  the 
vitiated  fecretions,  only  furnifhes  a  ferous  matter  and 
in  a  (mail  quantity,  and  produces  little  or  no  inflam¬ 
mation  or  (welling.  Under  thefe  circumftances  we 
have  an  obvious  indication  to  employ  tonics  and  irri¬ 
tants,  fuch  as  fudoriflcs,  mineral  waters,  balfamics, 
bark,  eledtricity,  &c.  It  fhould  be  remarked  that  in 
thefe  cafes  topical  irritants  have  been  peculiarly  fuc- 
cefsful  :  injections  with  fixed  mineral  alkali,  in  the 
proportion  of  two  drachms  to  a  pint  of  diftilled  water, 
have  frequently  cured  a  gonorrhæa  in  eight  or  ten 
days,  that  has  lafted  for  many  months.  Afolution  of 
two  grains  of  cor.  fub.  in  eight  ounces  of  diftilled  or 
rofe  water  or  in  a  mucilaginous  decodtion,  has  alfo 

often  fucceeded.  Many  authors  have  recommended 
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tile  aqua  phagedenica,  diluted  with  a  ftroflg  clcCoo 
tion  of  mardi  mal  low  water.  This  laft  has  produced 
cures  under  our  own  immediate  obfervation  that  have 
baffled  every  other  endeavour. 

Bougies,  whatever  may  be  their  compofition* 
fhould  all  be  viewed  as  topical  irritants.  Their 
prefence  produces  a  fort  of  increafed  adlion  in  the 
urethra  and  a  more  or  lefs  degree  of  fwelling.  Cathe¬ 
ters  made  of  thê  elaftic  gum  produce  nearly  the  fame 
efledt  without  being  fubjedt  to  the  fame  inconvenien¬ 
ces  ;  but  however  either  of  them  may  be  employed, 
and  worn  conftantly  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks; 
at  the  end  of  which  period  they  fhould  not  be  fud- 
denly  relinquifhed,  but  continued  to  be  worn  a  few 
hours  in  the  day  or  night,  until  the  difcharge 
is  nearly  flopped.  If  the  gonorrhæa  refifls  thefe 
means,  and  its  obftinacy  arifes  from  the  habit  of  dif- 
eafed  adtion,  or  from  laxity  of  the  veflels,  aflringent 
injedtions  may  be  had  recourfe  to,  fuch  as  folutions  of 
alum,  blue,  white,  or  green  vitriol,  rabei  water,  &c. 
decodtion  of  oak  and  Peruvian  bark  :  preparations 
for  this  purpofe  may  be  ufed  compofed  of  aflringent, 
refinous  gums,  fuch  as  dragon's  blood,  balfams,  tur¬ 
pentine,  &c.  We  fhould  obferve,  that  though  in- 
jedlions  of  this  nature  poffefs  nearly  the  fame  proper¬ 
ties,  it  often  happens  one  will  fucceed  in  a  particular 
cafe  after  the  reft  have  failed,  and  yet  the  fame  injec¬ 
tion  will  not  be  equally  efficacious  with  another  pa¬ 
tient.  There  are  many  inftances  of  obftinate  go¬ 
norrhoeas  kept  up  by  the  exiftence  of  fome  difeafe 
influencing  the  cordlitution  at  the  time,  fuch  as 
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rlieumatifm,  dartrous  affections,  &c.  This  laft  has 
great  affinity  with  the  gonorrhæal  virus  and  always 
renders  the  running  obftinate.  When  patients  have 
been  primarily  affebted  with  thefe  complaints,  we 
fhould  always  fufpebt  the  fymptoms  to  be  compli¬ 
cated  ;  but  we  are  more  perfectly  confirmed  in  the 
idea  of  a  general  difeafe  exifling  in  the  habit,  when 
the  fymptoms  fubtide  on  the  appearance  and  progrefs 
of  the  running.  In  this  cafe  the  indication  is  clea,r* 
We  fhould  attempt  the  cure  of  the  general  difeafe  by 
appropriate  remedies,  or  divert  it  from  the  urethra  to 
fome  other  part.  It  is  to  this  fpecies  of  revulfion  we 
may  attribute  the  cures  produced  by  the  application  of 
a  blifter  to  the  perinæum,  to  the  groins,  and  to  the  in¬ 
ternal  furface  of  the  prepuce.  On  the  fame  principle 
cures  have  been  obtained  of  very  obflinate  runnings 
by  a  blifter,  or  an  iftue  on  the  arm  or  thigh,  which 
have  defeated  all  other  means.  One  of  the  moft  fre¬ 
quent  caufes  of  the  obftinacy  of  this  complaint  may 
be  attributed  to  indurations  or  knobs  in  the  urethra. 
They  are  generally  fituated  in  its  fpongy  texture. 
They  are  fometimes  Tingle,  fometimes  in  groups,  and 
fometimes  collected  together  like  a  firing  of  beads. 
When  the  penis  is  in  a  ftate  of  demi- erebl ion  thefe 
may  be  diftin&ly  felt.  Thefe  little  knots  are  fo  many 
lymphatic  fwelling%  which  keep  up  a  fort  of  phlogo- 
iis  in  the  urethra,  favourable  to  the  exiftence  of  the 
running.  This  difcharge  fometimes  flops  and  the 
indurations  remain.  The  patient  under  thefe  circum- 
ftances  thinks  himfelf  cured,  but  fooner  or  later  ob- 
ftrublions  of  the  urethra  appear  with  new  urinary 
Vol.  11.  Q*,  tumors. 
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tumors.  Alkaline  injections,  local  baths  and  fomen¬ 
tations,  will  generally  difcufs  them.  They  rarely 
refill  the  ufe  of  bougies  or  thofe  of  the  clallic  gum. 
The  radical  cure  of  the  gonorrhæa  is  confequent  to 
their  difappearance. 

Gonorrhæas  complicated  with  ulcers  in  the  canal 
are  not  admitted  by  all  pradtitioners  :  a  great  number 
deny  their  exiftence:  but  we  are  difpofed  to  believe 
that  they  fometimes  occur,  as  they  only  iupport  their 
opinion  on  negative  proofs,  and  as  the  organization 
of  the  urethra  is  by  no  means  contrary  to  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  thefe  ulcers  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  we  are  fup- 
ported  in  our  opinion  by  thole  on  whofe  fidelity  we 
can  depend  and  who  fay  that  they  have  actually  feen 
them.  Befides,  as  has  been  mentioned,  we  have  feen 
cicatrices  in  the  urethra,  nor  can  we  conceive  why  this 
part  is  not  equally  fubjedt  to  ulcerate  as  the  glans, 
the  prepuce,  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  Sec.  There  is 
in  fadl  reafon  to  wonder  why  thefe  ulcers  do  not  oc¬ 
cur  more  frequently.  Though  fimple  gonorrhæas, 
properly  treated,  never  terminate  in  fyphilis,  it  is  not 
the  lame  with  thofe  complicated  with  ulcers  :  thefe, 
continually  bathed  with  gonorrhæal  matter,  take  on 
the  charadler  of  chancres,  and  like  them  will  produce 
a  general  infedtion.  In  thefe  cafes  general  anti-vene¬ 
real  medicines  fhould  be  uled  and  the  local  difeafe 
cured  at  the  fame  time.  Perhaps  thefe  ulcers  would  cure 
themfelves  without  general 'treatment,  as  is  the  calc 
iometimes  with  chancres  on  the  penis.  If  their  edges 
are  hard  and  callous,  the  elaftic  bougies  may  be  em¬ 
ployed  with  fuccefs.  Thefe  are  the  cafes  where 
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medicated  bougies  have  been  recommended.  After  a 
gonorrhæa  has  exided  for  many  months,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  fay  whether  it  is  venereal,  or  kept  by  any 
general  aflfeftion,  or  only  local.  Ail  that  has  been 
written  on  the  fubjeft  has  only  increafed  the  difficulty 
of  the  diagnodic.  Anti-venereals  having  fucceeded 
in  feme  cafes  where  local  ones  have  failed,  it  has  been 
fuppofed  that  the  obdinacy  of  the  running  might  be 
attributed  to  the  venereal  infection,  but  we  well  know 
how  theie  coriclufions  are  fubjeft  to  error. 

Is  it  by  any  means  certain  that  the  cure  woùld  not 
have  naturally  taken  place  during  the  time  the  treat¬ 
ment  laded,  or  that  the  remedies  have  adled  as  anti- 
venereal  î  Perhaps  it  may  be  fufficient  to  change  the 
prefent  difpofition  of  the  patient  to  obtain  a  cure. 
The  dopping  of  the  running  is  not  always  a  certain 
fign  of  the  radical  cure  of  an  obdinate  gonorrhæa  :  it 
frequently  happens  that  after  an  interruption  of  a 
fortnight,  one,  two,  or  even  fix  months,  this  dif- 
charge  is  renewed.  When  it  ceafes  again,  and  ap¬ 
pears  after  a  certain  period  of  time,  the  difeafe  cannot 
be  regarded  as  completely  and  perfectly  cured,  al¬ 
though  the  running  has  difappeared  without  return. 
When  the  dream  of  urine  is  evidently  diminifhed, 
new  obftrudtions  take  place  fooner  or  later  in  the  ure^ 
thra,  prove  an  impediment  to  its  evacuation,  and 
produce  in  the  end  retention.  Daily  experience  con¬ 
firms  the  truth  of  this  remark,  for  the  greated  part  of 
cafes  of  obdrudtions  in  the  urethra  are  the  reluit  of 
obdinate  gonorrhæas. 

a* 
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Cases  and  Reflections  on  Wounds  oj  the  Tendons. 


[By  Mr.  Thiebault,  Surgeon.] 

CASE  I. 

« 

VALENTINE  Viry  applied  to  Mr.  Thiebault 

to  be  dreffed  for  a  wound  fituated  obliquely 

on  the  back  of  the  left  hand,  occupying  all  the  fpace 

comprized  between  the  bafe  ol  the  phalange  of  the 

middle  finger  and  the  bafe  of  the  firlt  ot  the  thumb 

(counting  three  phalanges  to  the  thumb.)  This 

wound  had  penetrated  into  the  palm  of  the  hand, 

and  had  divided  it  for  the  fpace  of  an  inch.  It  was 

occafioned  by  the  ftroke  of  an  hatchet,  which  had 

cut  through  the  whole  of  the  extenfor  tendon  of  the 

index  finger,  the  body  of  the  firft  metacarpal  bone, 

half  of  the  extenfor  médius,  as  well  as  part  of  the  two 

flexors  of  the  index  finger.  After  the  parts  were 

cleaned  and  the  hemorrhage  ftopt,  the  divided  parts 

were  brought  in  as  exaâ:  appofition  as  pofhble,and  the 
%*  •  • 
edges  preferved  in  this  fituation  by  fome  flips  of 

gummed  taffeta  and  the  whole  covered  with  a  pledget 

of  dry  lint.  The  hand  was  covered  with  com  prelies 

dipt  in  a  fimple  fomentation  of  brandy  and  water,  and 

placed  flat  on  a  fort  of  fplint  guarded  with  linen  of 

fufficient  length  to  occupy  two  thirds  of  the  inferior 

part  of  the  fore-arm  :  this  was  fuftained  by  a  bandage 

in 
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in  fuch  a  way  as  totally  to  prevent  the  flexion  of  the 
fingers  and  of  the  wrift.  The  arm  was  fupported  in  a 
fiing,  and  the  patient  ftrongly  recommended  to  avoid 
every  fpecies  of  mufcular  exercife.  Two  days  af¬ 
terwards  the  dreftings  were  attentively  removed,  when 
circumftances  had  a  favourable  appearance.  The  pa¬ 
tient  had  only  experienced  fome  flight  pains,  the  hand 
was  fwelled  without  inflammation.  As  there  appeared 
a  dilpofition  to  fuppuration,  a  little  of  the  linimen- 
turn  arcæi  was  employed  with  the  dreflings.  The 
wound  was  not  perfectly  healed  at  the  end  of  fix  weeks. 
The  motions  of  the  index  finger,  at  firft  very  con¬ 
fined,  were  foon  acquired  by  the  afliftance  of  emol¬ 
lients,  but  particularly  by  exercife.  Flexion  was  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  little  difficulty,  but  extenfion  was 
performed  with  its  accuftomed  force,  when  the  fin¬ 
ger  had  been  completely  bent  by  the  afliftance  of 
the  other  fingers,  a  method  which  the  patient  fre* 
quently  employed. 


CASE  II. 


r  HOMAS  Hergell,  14  years  of  age,  fent  for  Mr. 


x  Thiebault  on  the  the  24th  of  March,  1791,  for 
a  wound  two  inches  in  length,  made  by  the  fame  in- 
ftrument,  and  fituated  tranfverfely  on  the  middle  part 
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of  the  back  of  the  left  hand,  comprehending  the  eiit 
tire  fedtion  of  the  extepfor  tendon  of  the  index  finger 
and  of  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  tendon  of  the  mid¬ 
dle.  The  patient  had  the  power  of  extending  and 
bending  the  three  laft  fingers  without  pain,  but  Mr, 
Thiebault  remarked  that  what  remained  of  the  exten- 
for  médius  feemed  ready  to  break  in  the  motions  of 
extenfion.  The  extremities  of  the  divided  tendons 
were  brought  in  contact,  and  the  lips  of  the  wound 
united  and  the  fame  dreffings  employed  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  cafe.  The  wound  was  cured  in  10  days  and 
the  motions  completely  eftablifhed.  The  dreffings 
were  kept  on  till  the  1 8th  day. 


Reflections. 


Bienaife,  Lamotte,  Cowper,  Kifner,  Molinelli,  &c. 
have  not  been  afraid  to  recommend  futures  in  wounds 
of  the  tendons.  They  have  obtained  by  thefe  means 
and  without  accidents  the  re-union  of  the  tendo- 
Achillis.  Haller,  Cartel],  Zimmerman,  Tarjon,  &c. 
have  pinched,  irritated,  pierced,  and  partly  divided 
the  tendons  of  different  animals  and  even  of  men 
without  occahoning  the  leaft  pain.  But  however 
many  modern  authors  view  an  incomplete  divifion  of 
thefe  parts  as  a  very  ferious  difeafe,  always  accompa¬ 
nied 
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nied  with  very  dreadful  fymptoms  and  fometimes  as 
terminating  in  death.  This  is  alio  the  opinion  of 
authors  well  known  to  (Indents  infurgery,*  as  well  as 
that  of  many  excellent  praditioners,  who  teach  the 
fame  dodrine  to  their  pupils  ;  but  dill  while  we  do 
juftice  to  their  merits,  we  may  be  doubtlefs  admitted 
to  adopt  a  contrary  opinion,  particularly  when  founded 
on  expeiience  and  obfervation.  In  the  two  cafes  juft 
related,  the  patients  buffered  no  more  pain  than  ge¬ 
nerally  accompanies  hmple  wounds,  nor  did  any  ac¬ 
cident  whatever  occur  during  the  cure.  Are  we  not 
juftifled  in  believing,  after  thefe  fads,  that  the  alarm¬ 
ing  fymptoms  which  have  fo  frequently  taken  place 
in  wounds  of  this  defcription,  have  arifen  from  an  in¬ 
jury  to  fome  contiguous  nerve  ?  In  truth  we  have 
fecn  thefe  fymptoms  difappear  on  dividing  the  tendon 
completely  ;  but  has  this  method  always  fucceeded  ? 
and  where  the  fuccefs  has  been  clear  and  obvious  are 
we  fure  that  nothing  but  the  tendon  was  divided  ? 
However  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  after  confidering 
the  cafes  juft  related,  with  many  fimilarones  colleded 
by  the  bed  praditioners,  we  may  conclude  that 
wounds  of  the  tendons  do  not  produce  thofe  fymp- 
foms  which  have  been  laid  to  accompany  them. 


*  La  Faye.  Principes  de  Chirurgie,  p.  307  and  506.  Path. 
d’Hevin.  p.  5^0  afd  555*  de  Chir.  de  M.  Sue,  p.  619. 
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Remarks  by  the  Editor. 


Independent  of  the  injury  to  the  nervous  fibrillæ, 
which  in  many  cafes  of  wounded  tendons  appear  to 
have  produced  a  train  of  dangerous  fymptoms,  the 
dreffings  employed,  the  cont raflions  of  the  mufcles, 
and  the  motions  of  the  wounded  part,  may  alfo  occa- 
fion  accidents  more  or  lefs  dangerous  in  their  events. 
But  there  is  another  caufe,  lefs  generally  known,  al¬ 
though  common  to  all  wounds,  which  (particularly  in 
hofpitals,)  is  productive  of  great  mifehief  ;  this  is  a 
difeafed  ftate  of  the  primæ  viæ,  which  may  arife  from 
the  ftate  of  the  atmofpherc,  from  fear,  pain,  &c.  A 
cafe  which  lately  occurred  under  our  own  obfervation 
will  ferve  to  explain  this  idea,  and  tend  at  the  fame 
time  to  confirm  the  confequences  inferred  by  that  ex¬ 
perienced  praditioner  Mr,  Thiebault. 


CASE, 

« 

PIERRE  Godailleau,  a  carman,  ço  vears  of  age, 
was  thrown  down  and  bit  by  a  vicious  horle  on 
the  20th  of  July,  1791.  A  large  deep  wound  was  in- 
Aided  on  the  back  of  the  hand  by  one  jaw;  its  direc¬ 
tion 
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tion  was  oblique  from  without  inwards.  The  fkin  was 
lacerated,  all  the  extenfor  tendons  injured,  and  mod 
of  them  divided.  The  capfular  and  other  ligaments 
which  conned:  the  bones  of  the  carpus  with  the  fore¬ 
arm,  were  in  part  lacerated  and  many  of  the  bones 
fradlured.  The  other  jaw  produced  two  wounds  lefs 
considerable  in  lize,  one  of  which  penetrated  into  the 
articulatie  ns  of  the  laft  phalanges  of  the  third  and. 
fourth  fingers,  interesting  at  the  Same  time  the  corre- 
fpondent  metacarpal  bones;  the  other  wound  di¬ 
vided  the  integuments  and  the  extenfor  tendon  over 
the  articulation  of  the  firft  phalange  of  the  ring  finger. 
The  patient,  independent  of  this,  was  contufed  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  his  body  and  had  received  a  wound  on 
the  cheft,  a  little  above  the  right  nipple,  four  inches 
in  extent. 

This  man  wras  admitted  the  fame  day  into  the  Ho¬ 
tel  Dieu.  At  this  time  he  had  fever,  accompanied 
with  a  kind  of  delirium,  occafioned  probably  by  fright. 
The  fymptoms  increaied  fo  rapidly  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  bleed  him  in  the  evening,  although  he  had 
fuffered  a  conficlerable  hemorrhage.  The  wounds 
were  wafhed  and  covered  with  foft  lint  moiftened 
with  aq.  vcg,  and  a  poultice  mrde  with  the  fame  was 
applied  over  the  whole  hand  and  fore-arm,  which 
was  now  affedted  with  lwelling  :  the  wounded  extre¬ 
mity  w  as  placed  on  a  pillow  properly  dilpofed.  The 
wound  on  the  cheft  was  drelfed  twice  a  day,  and  the 
patient  fupported  by  a  relaxing  drink  acidulated  with 
oxymel.  The  heat  was  confiderable,  the  tongue 
yellow  and  furred,  accompanied  with  naufea  and 
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bitternefs  in  the  mouth;  circumftances  that  proved  an 
affection  of  the  primæ  viæ.  The  wounds  remained 
dry,  theiredges  red,  hard,  and  paintul.  An  eryfipela- 
tous  inflammation  was  remarked  on  the  hand,  and  ex¬ 
tended  rapidly  as  high  as  the  fhoulder,  and  the  limb 
in  lefs  than  24  hours  increafed  to  double  its  fize.  The 
pains  became  then  infupportable.  Thefc  fymptoms, 
evidently  occafioned  by  a  bilious  difpofition,  indi¬ 
cated  the  ufe  of  emetic  drinks,  the  effeft  of  which  is 
nearly  certain  in  fimilar  cafes.  They  were  however 
employed  three  fucceffive  days  before  the  difcafe 
teemed  checked.  The  fame  remedy  exhibited  on 
the  fourth,  produced  a  difpofition  to  fleep,  for 
immediately  after  its  operation  he  flept  for  fome 
hours.  From  this  time  fuppuration  was  efhblifhed 
and  was  foon  very  abundant;  the  fwelling  and  the 
pain  diminifhed  at  the  fame  time;  the  appetite  re¬ 
turned.  Two  plates  of  foup  were  allowed  him  every 
day;  but  by  fome  means  he  contrived  to  procure 
other  food  and  in  confiderable  quantity.  He  had 
foon  reafon  to  repent  this  conduft  :  for  the  fymptoms 
all  returned  on  the  thirteenth  day  ;  the  arm  became 
fwelled,  the  fuppuration  glairy  and  fetid,  the  edges 
hard,  turned  back  and  acutely  fenfible,  the  wound 
on  the  cheft  now  inflamed  to  fuch  a  degree  that  its 
edges  appeared  gangrenous,  and  from  the  ftate  of  the 
hand  gangrene  was  alfo  apprehended.  Agrain  of  emetic 
tartar  in  a  pint  of  drink  was  under  thefe  circumftan- 
ces  an  efficacious  remedy;  the  evacuations  which  it 
procured  were  affifted  by  two  drachms  of  cream  of 
tartar  given  every  morning.  The  fymptoms  foon 
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totally  ceafed.  The  fame  dreffings  were  continued  for 
the  hand.  The  wound  in  the  cheft  was  dreffed  with 
the  ftyrax  ointment  till  the  efchars  houghed  off,  which 
hrppened  on  the  20th  day.  The  fuppuration  from 
the  wounds  in  the  hand  being  extremely  abundant, 
the  patient  was  dreffed  more  frequently,  and  particu¬ 
lar  attention  paid  to  prevent  the  pus  collecting.  On 
giving  a  flight  degree  of  motion  to  the  hand,  a  cre¬ 
pitation  was  perceived  produced  by  the  friction  of  the 
articular  furfaces  of  the  bones  of  the  carpus  with  the 
inferior  part  of  the  bones  of  the  fore-arm,  which  were 
denuded.  The  tendons  began  to  exfoliate,  and  on 
the  30th  day  the  wounds  were  filled  up  by  a  vafcular 
fubftance  fofter  and  of  a  paler  nature  than  what  is  ob~ 
ferved  in  ordinary  wounds.  On  the  34th  day  the 
pus  which  had  remained  in  the  articulation  of  the  wrift 
had  deftroyed  the  ligament  which  unites  the  inferior 
part  of  the  ulna  to  the  radius,  and  had  now  formed  a 
fmall  abcefs  between  thefe  bones  which  was  opened  by 
incifion. 

On  the  36th  day  the  fwelling  of  the  fore-arm  had 
fubfided  and  the  arm  had  regained  its  natural  lize. 
The  exuberant  granulations  arifing  from  the  wounds 
were  repreffed  by  the  application  of  dry  lint  ;  the 
fwelling,  &c.  of  the  hand  difappeared,  and  cicatriza¬ 
tion  was  completed  at  the  end  of  80  days.  The 
wounds  of  the  two  laft  fingers  fuppurated  for  a  longer 
time,  particularly  the  ring-finger.  The  wound  on 
the  cheft  was  healed  fome  days  before,  and  indeed 
would  have  healed  fooner  but  for  an  abcefs  that  had 
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formed  on  the  fuperior  part  of  the  flernum  and  which 
had  emptied  itfelf  into  the  wound. 

The  motions  of  pronation  and  fupination  of  the 
wrift  and  fingers  were  preferved  as  well  as  flexion  and 
extenfion.  The  ring  finger  only  remained  rigid  when 
the  patient  left  the  hofpital,  which  was  on  the  7th 
of  November,  1791.  This  man  in  other  refpeCts  is 
extremely  well,  and  to  all  appearance,  with  time  and 
exercife,  he  will  recover  perfectly  the  ufe  of  all  the 
parts  injured  by  the  accident.  The  injury  of  the 
tendons,  though  ferious  in  this  cafe,  did  not  occafion 
the  fymptoms  that  fupervened,  as  they  appeared  and 
ceafed  at  two  different  intervals  on  the  cheft  as  well 
as  the  hand,  and  certainly  arofe  from  the  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  primæ  viæ.  This  faCt  is  then  a  new  proof 
that  the  ancients  were  erroneous  in  their  ideas  of  the 
confequences  of  injuries  to  the  tendons. 

This  cafe  ferves  alfo  to  fupport  the  faCts  mentioned 
in  the  firfl;  volume,  and  tends  additionally  to  prove 
that  the  dangers  attendant  on  penetrating  wounds 
in  the  articulation  have  been  exaggerated.  It  is  thus 
that  falfe  theories,  having  for  a  long  time  milled  the 
practitioner,  are  gradually  rectified  by  obfervations 
drawn  from  matter  of  faCt. 


*  *  » 
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Cafe  of  Ukers  of  the  Face,  Affections  of  the  Periofleum , 
with  Contraction  of  the  ReCïum  from  a  Venereal  Caufem 

[By  Mr.  Boulet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

MARGARET  P - ,  in  the  year  1782,  when 

fhe  was  30  years  of  age,  was  affe&ed  with, 
fiffures  and  condylomatous  affections  of  the  anus, 
with  nodes  of  the  periofleum  on  the  middle  part  of 
the  flernum  and  on  the  acromion  of  the  right  fide, 
confequent  to  a  venereal  complaint.  By  means  of 
bathing  repeated  twelve  times,  and  mercurial  frictions, 
w'ith  an  abundant  falivation,  thefe  fymptoms  gave 
way.  The  condyloma  were  treated  by  excifion. 

This  woman  experienced  nothing  extraordinary  till 
the  end  of  Auguft,  1783,  when  a  fwelling  took  place 
towards  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  and  another  on  the  an- 
terior  part  of  the  left  parotid  gland,  which  foon  in¬ 
flamed  and  became  extremely  painful.  Towards  the 
middle  of  the  following  September  a  very  painful  node 
appeared  in  the  periofteum  of  the  right  hand.  Soon 
after  the  internal  condyles  of  the  femur  and  of  the  left 
humerus  were  affeCted  in  the  like  manner.  The  fler¬ 
num  and  the  acromion  of  the  right  fide  became  alfo 
extremely  painful.  Thefe  fymptoms  went  on  increaf- 
ing  till  the  end  of  OCtober,  when  the  patient  was 
admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  She  was  far  from 
fuppofing  her  complaints  were  venereal,  as  the  man 

with 


with  whom  Hie  lived  did  not  appear  to  her  as  if  irt* 
fcdled,  but  only  affedled  with  rheumatic  pains.  This 
woman  was  fent  to  a  ward  deldined  to  the  treatment 
of  internal  difeafes.  She  here  made  ufe  of  the  bath. 
The  fwellings  in  the  face,  which  had  been  d refled 
with  foap  piailler,  now  began  to  ulcerate.  On  this 
account  fhe  was  transferred  to  the  furgeon’s  ward. 
The  ulcer  fituated  behind  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  had 
laid  bare  the  fubjacent  gland.  It  was  circular,  and 
about  one  inch  in  diameter.  Its  edges  were  callous, 
dentated,  of  a  reddifh  brown,  and  detached  from  the 
cellular  fubftance.  The  furface  of  the  gland  deeply 
hollowed,  prefented  to  the  view  a  blackifh  thick  ef- 
char.  The  ulcer  fituated  on  the  parotid  was  lefs 
extenfive,  but  poflefled  the  fame  characters.  The 
ikin  round  both  the  ulcers,  for  an  inch  in  diameter, 
was  of  a  deep  red  colour. 

Thefe  ulcers  furnilhed  an  abundant  and  fetid  fanies, 
which  corroded  the  ikin  of  the  neck  if  left  on  the  part 
for  an  inftant.  The  node  on  the  right  hand  occu¬ 
pied  two  thirds  of  the  inferior  part  of  the  third  bone 
of  the  metacarpus,  forming  a  projection  of  a  quarter 
of  an  inch.  It  extended  alfo  towards  the  collateral 
bones  and  prefented  the  motion  of  the  middle  as  well 
as  impeded  that  ol  the  index  and  ring  finger.  The 
Ikin  that  covered  it  was  of  a  reddifh  brown,  and  was 
exceeding  hot.  The  tumors  were  of  the  fame  nature* 
Emollient  cataphlafms  were  applied  to  the  ulcers. 
The  patient  was  put  on  a  moderate  diet  with  the  ufc 
of  a  fudorific  decoCtion,  to  each  pint  of  which  fix 
grains  of  mineral  alkali  were  added. 


On 
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On  the  3d  day  after  this  treatment  the  inflamma- 
fion  and  pain  had  diminifhed;  the  difcharge  was 
abundant,  but  not  equally  corrofive,  and  attended 
with  lefs  fmell.  The  eichar  floughed  off  on  the  6th 
clay,  and  left  a  very  deep  ulcer  ;  at  the  fame  time 
fome  fmall  efchars  were  detached  fro  n  the  ulcer 
fituated  on  the  parotid.  The  following  days  fome 
flight  frictions  of  mercurial  pomatum  were  employed 
round  the  ulcers;  the  proportion  was  one  part  of 
pomatum  to  three  of  cerate  ;  but  from  the  inflam¬ 
mation  increafing  on  the  fourth  application,  their 
farther  ufe  was  omitted.  On  the  9th  day,  8  grains 
of  mineral  alkali  were  added  to  each  pint  of  drink. 
Slight  frictions  were  employed  every  day  to  the  nodes 
with  the  double  mercurial  pomatum.  One  drachm 
of  the  (lime  pomatum  was  rubbed  into  each  leg  al¬ 
ternately  every  third  day.  By  the  21ft,  the  pains  in 
the  flernym  and  in  the  acromion  had  entirely  fub- 
fided  ;  the  mineral  alkali  however  in  the  dofe  of  10 
grains  was  taken  every  day.  By  the  31ft,  the  fize  of 
the  ulcers  were  diminifhed  one  half.  At  this  time 
the  fri  (fiions  had  been  employed  ten  times  ;  and  as 
the  mouth  had  now  begun  to  be  fenfibly  affected 
with  apthæ,  the  ufe  of  the  mercurial  pomatum  was 
fufpended,  and  only  6  grains  of  the  mineral  alkali 
taken.  On  the  22d  day,  the  patient  was  purged 
with  manna.  On  the  26th,  the  apthæ  in  the  mouth 
had  difappeared,  the  ulcer  at  the  angle  of  the  jaw 
cicatrized,  and  the  tumor  of  the  hand  diminifhed 
to  one  half.  Little  fwelling  remained  at  the  condyle 
of  the  femur,  and  that  of  the  humerus  had  totally 
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difappeared.  This  day  the  fridion  was  again  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  1 1  tli  time  ;  one  drachm  was  only  ufed. 
The  flight  fridions  were  again  employed  on  the 
nodes.  The  patient  complained  of  great  difficulty  in 
going  to  (tool,  an  inconvenience  which  fne  had  ex¬ 
perienced  for  two  years,  when  the  excrements  were 
hard  though  in  a  fmall  degree.  Since  this  period 
fhe  had  an  abundant  purulent  difcharge  from,  and 
finartines  at  the  circumference  of  the  anus.  There 
were  external  hemoirhoids,  with  ulcerations  in  the 
folds  of  the  intefline  ;  and  by  the  introdudion  of 
the  finger  a  confiderable  contradion  was  felt,  accom¬ 
panied  with  callofties  extending  three  inches  above 
the  margin  of  the  anus.  Three  fmall  tents,  made  of 
lint,  dipped  in  cerate,  were  with  difficulty  intro¬ 
duced,  but  without  much  pain  :  their  fize  were 
gradually  increafed.  On  the  48th,  a  fixth  part  of 
mercurial  pomatum  was  added  to  the  cerate  in  which 
the  tents  were  dipped  :  they  now  paffed  with  fuffi- 
cient  eafe,  although  they  were  of  the  fize  of  three 
fingers.  The  fécond  ulcer  was  then  cicatrized,  and 
the  tumors  entirely  difappeared.  The  patient  left 
the  hofpital,  alter  uling  14  fridions  of  a  drachm  each, 
and  on  the  5  2d  day  of  her  treatment. 

This  woman  was  recommended  to  perfift  in  the  life 
of  the  tents,  a  precaution  which  (lie  negleded,  and 
the  contradion  of  the  inteftine  re-appeared  at  the 
end  ot  four  months.  It  again  yielded  to  the  lint 
tents,  which  (lie  introduced  herfclf.  The  venereal 
fymptonis  not  having  fnce  appeared,  is  a  favourable 
prelumption  that  the  cure  was  completely  perfeded. 
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Cafe  of  a  Fungus  of  the  Maxillary  Sinus ,  left  to  itfelf , 
the  Ravages  of  this  Difeafe ,  Death  of  the  Pa¬ 

tient,  and  the  Appearances  on  Diffeftion. 


[By  Mr.  J.  J.  Hernu,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu/J 

MT.  David,  50  years  of  age,  experienced  for 
•  two  years  a  degree  of  violent  pain,  which 
file  referred  to  the  two  large  molar  teeth  of  the  right 
fide  of  the  upper  jaw.  Thefe  teeth  were  extracted 
in  the  month  of  September,  1790,  without  any  eafe 
being  obtained.  Towards  the  end  of  February,  1791^ 
the  cheek  of  the  fame  fide  was  affedted  with  {'welling 
and  pain.  A  fhort  time  afterwards,  a  foft  fmall  emi¬ 
nence  appeared  above  the  tuberofity  of  the  os  mali, 
which  rapidly  increafed,  and  determined  the  patient 
to  apply  for  admittance  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  qoth 
of  the  following  April.  At  this  period,  the  whole 
cheek  was  fwelled,  red,  and  painful,  the  tumor  on 
the  malar  bone  was  about  two  inches  in  diameter, 
and  by  projecting  in  the  orbit  pufhed  the  globe  of 
the  eye  upwards  and  backwards  ;  a  portion  of  the 
fungus  filled  up  the  right  noftril,  pufhed  the  feptum 
nafi  on  one  fide,  and  pa  fled  out  for  half  an  inch  by 
the  anterior  opening;  that  part  of  the  alveolar  pro- 
cefs,  from  which  the  teeth  had  been  extracted,  being 
deprefled  below  the  level  of  the  teeth  that  remained, 
rendered  maftication  extremely  difficult.  From  the 
Vol.  IL  R  weak- 
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weaknefs  and  advanced  age  of  the  patient,  little 
hopes  were  entertained  of  a  cure.  With  a  view  of 
eafing  the  pain  in  the  cheek,  comprefles  moiftened 
with  aq.  veg.  min.  were  applied. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  firft  fortnight  the  tumor  of  the 
os  mali  augmented  but  in  afmall  degree,  but  the  fun¬ 
gus  increafed  very  rapidly  :  it  extended  towards  the 
pofterior  noftrils,  deprefled  the  palatine  arch,  and 
deformed  the  nofe  fo  much  that  it  could  fcarce  he 
diftinguilhed  from  the  cheek,  the  pains  became  more 
and  more  aggravated,  and  in  the  end  deprived  the 
patient  of  fleep.  Towards  the  end  of  the  firft  month, 
that  portion  of  the  fungus  which  pafl'ed  out  of  the 
right  noftril  returned  into  the  nofe;  the  tumor  which 
projected  in  the  mouth  in  part  difappeared,  but  that, 
onthetuberofitv  of  the  os  mali,  confiderably  increafed; 
the  globe  of  the  eye  was  loon  entirely  concealed  in 
the  orbit,  the  fkin  of  the  cheek  gradually  grew  thin, 
and  at  laft  formed  a  fmall  opening,  fituated  under  the 
great  angle  of  the  orbit  ;  from  this  orifice  a  great 
quantity  of  reddifh  fanies  was  difeharged.  A  fort¬ 
night  afterwards  an  ulceration  was  formed  at  the  top 
of  this  tumor,  which  difeharged  a  putrid  and  corro- 
five  fanies.  The  pains  were  now  extended  towards 
the  ear,  from  which  flowed  a  quantity  of  fetid  black? 
ifh  pus.  The  ulcer  became  deeply  hollowed  in  the 
cheek,  which  in  lefs  than  ten  days  was  entirely  de* 
ftroyed.  A  colliquative  diarrhæa  now  fupervened, 
and  the  patient  died  in  a  ftate  of  marafmus  on  the 
4th  of  July,  ten  weeks  after  her  ad  million,  and  three 
years  from  the  commencement  of  her  complaint.  On 
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diffeiftion  the  mufcles  of  the  right  fide  of  the  face 
were  reduced  to  a  thick  yellow  cellular  fubftance. 
The  pterigoid  mufcles,  the  mafieter,  and  tempo¬ 
ral,  were  in  part  deftroyed  by  the  corrofive  adion  of 
the  fanions  difeharge,  which  even  made  an  impreflion 
•  on  the  finger;  the  ligaments  which  connected  the 
lower  jaw  to  the  temporal  bone  were  deftroyed,  and 
the  pus  communicated  from  this  articulation  with  the 

t 

meatus  auditorius  externus.  The  right  portion  of 
the  palatine  arch,  and  three  fourths  of  the  pofterior 
alveolar  procefs  were  of  the  confidence  of  cartilage: 
the  external  part  of  the  orbit  was  deftroyed  by  the 
fungus;  the  apophyfis  of  the  maxillary  bone  was 
difarticulated,  and  in  part  deftroyed;  the  articulation 
of  the  os  mali  with  the  temporal  bone  was  deftroyed, 
and  was  only  conneded  by  thin  lamina,  in  which 
were  feveral  openings;  the  right  partition  of  the  nafal 
foffæ  was  deftroyed,  and  the  maxillary  firms  formed 
with  the  nofe  one  largue  vaft  cavity. 
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Reflections  on  Retention  of  Urine*  when  Cathc 


terifni  is  impraticable. 


[By  F.  L  Hoin,  Surgeon  at  Dijon.] 

R.  Hoin  begins  by  obferving,  that  it  was 


1.VJL  with  peculiar  pleafure  he  perufed  the  obferva- 
tions  and  reflections  publiQied  by  Mr.  Noel  in  the 
Chirurgical  Journal  on  the  fubjeCt  of  puncturing  the 
bladder;  and  at  the  fame  time  remarks  that  this 
practice  is  fanCtioned  by  the  celebrated  editor  of  the 
fame  work  :  he  obferves  that  the  following  reflec- 
'  tions  are  an  extraCt  from  a  paper  written  on  the  fub- 
jeCt,  which  was  read  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  aca¬ 
demy  of  Dijon. 

When  a  patient  is  incapable  of  difeharging  his 
urine  from  the  bladder,  and  the  catheter  cannot  be 
introduced  from  obftacles  that  oppole  its  paffage,  we 
fhould  quickly  have  recourfe  to  artificial  means  to 
procure  its  evacuation,  if  we  are  defirous  to  preferve 
the  life  of  our  patient.  The  means  employed  are 
two  ;  one  is  termed  the  operation  of  boutonniere  (an 
incifion  in  the  fhape  of  a  button  hole),  and  the  other 
is  called  paracentefis  or  punCture  of  the  bladder,  be- 
caufe  it  is  immediately  into  this  vifeus  that  the  trocar 
is  plunged.  This  is  done  in  three  different  ways; 
i.  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  bladder,  above  the  pu¬ 
bis;  2,  in  its  inferior  and  lateral  part,  which  Foubert 
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divides  in  the  lateral  operation;  3.  by  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  trocar  up  the  redum,  and  plunging  it  into 
the  poflerior  part  of  the  bladder. 

When  confidering  the  advantagesand  difadvantages 

I 

attendant  on  the  firft  of  thefe  methods,  we  muft  at¬ 
tend  to^the  part  where  the  boutonniere  is  pra&ifed,  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  performed,  and  the  neceffity  for 
the  operation.  The  part  where  it  is  performed  is 
the  fame  as  that  where  the  operation  for  lythotomy 
was  done  by  the  apparatus  major,  with  this  differ¬ 
ence,  according  to  Tolet,*  that  the  incifion  is  lefs  in 
length,  nor  is  it  quite  fo  low  down  :  thus  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  urethra  is  made  in  the  aponeurotic  part 
above  the  bulb.  The  manner  of  doing  it,  is  after 
you  have  introduced  the  catheter  as  far  as  the  obfla- 
cle,  (if  it  exifls  in  this  canal),  an  incifion  fhould  be 
made  on  this  infiniment  by  means  of  an  ordinary 
biftoury  ;  a  conductor  .is  then  to  be  paffed  into  this 
aperture,  afterwards  a  gorget,  and  then  a  canula  into 
the  bladder,  taking  care  to  remove  the  obflacle  with¬ 
out  uf  ns;  too  much  violence.  If  the  introduction  of 
this  canula  becomes  either  painful  or  difficult,  Mr. 
Legerf  recommends  it  to  be  deferred  till  fuppura- 
tion  has  relaxed  the  parts  ;  by  this  means  when  the 
veffels  are  unloaded,  they  more  readily  give  way  to 
the  dilatation  produced  by  the  infiniment.  If  the 

*  Page  203  of  his  Treatife  of  Lythotomy.  Paris,  1681. 

f  De  Paracentefi  urethras  in  ifchuriâ  pertinaci.  Thefe  fou- 
tenue  au  College  Roy.  de  Chir.  de  Paris,  le  23  Août,  1778. 
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introduction  of  the  -catheter  is  impoffible,  Thcvc- 
nin*  advifes.  after  difeovering  the  canal  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  without  the  found,  to  open  it  boldly,  and  pafs 
the  point  of  the  knife  even  as  far  as  the  bladder.  By 
this  means  a  flow  of  urine  will  be  procured,  the  paf- 
fage  of  which  fhould  be  farther  facilitated  by  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  a  canula  which  ihould  be  left  in  the 
part.  The  caufes  which  point  out  the  neceflity  for 
the  operation  of  the  boutonniere  are  thofe  obftades 
which  impede  the  paflage  of  the  catheter  into  the 
bladder,  whether  they  occur  in  the  canal  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  or  exift  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ;  but  among 
thefe  caufes  there  are  many  that  render  this  operation 
totally  impracticable,  fuch  as  a  fchirrus  of  the  prof- 
trate,  inflammation  of  the  urethra  or  of  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  a  varicous  ftate  of  thefe  parts,  &c.  un¬ 
der  thele  circumflances  this  operation  cannot  be 
otherwife  than  dangerous.  In  faCt  it  is  the  fame  in 
miniature  as  lythotomy  by  the  apparatus  major  :  it 
is  dangerous  ;  as  its  principal  aCtion  is  upon  that  part 
of  the  urethra  the  leaft  extenfible,  its  aponeurotic 
portion,  which  we  are  obliged  to.  diftend  by  force,  to 
conduCt  into  the  bladder  fucceflively  a  conductor,  a 
gorget,  and  a  canula,  which  is  left  in  its  fituation  for 
a  certain  time.  Authors  alfo,  who  have  praCtifed 
this  operation,  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  at¬ 
tendant  dangers,  that  they  have  recommended  care¬ 
fully  warm  bathing  and  repeated  bleedings;  but  not- 
wuhflanding  every  attention,  the  patient  often  finks 

*  Traite  d’Operations,  410,  ch.  I2i,  p.  162. 
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under  the  difeafe,  as  the  two  following  cafes  will  tend 
to  prove. 


CASE  I* 

TN  the  year  1751  a  man  was  admitted  into  the  hof- 
JL  pital  of  La  Charité  at  Paris,  for  a  retention  with 
a  fiftula  in  perinæo,  confequent  to  a  fchirrus  fwelling 
of  the  proftrate;  through  the  fiftulous  opening  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  urine  was  difeharged,  but 
with  great  difficulty.  The  operation  of  the  bouton¬ 
niere  was  performed,  comprizing  the  fiftula  in  the 
incifion,  with  the  view  that  the  indurations  by  means 
of  the  fuppuration  fhould  fubfide  ;  the  incifion  was 
profecuted  on  the  fame  principle  as  far  as  the  neck  oi 
the  bladder,  with  the  intention  of  producing  the 
fame  effed  on  the  indurated  proftrate.  When  the 
operation  was  finifhed,  fymptoms  or  inflammation 
came  on  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  means  employed 
to  fave  him  were  ineffedual  :  he  died  on  the  4th  or 
5th  day. 


ÏU 
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CASE  II. 


S  AVI  ARD*  mentions  that  he  was  fent  for  to  pafi 
the  catheter  for  a  patient  who  had  a  fuppreflion 
of  urine  occafioned  by  the  ufe  of  a  corrofive  bougie 
which  had  produced  a  considerable  efchar  at  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  and  inflamed  the  whole  canal  of  the 
urethra  ;  he  Succeeded  the  firft  time,  but  the  fécond 
time  he  attempted  not  being  equally  fuccefsful,  he 
called  in  Meflrs.  Beflin  and  Maréchal,  who,  after  a 
new  ineffectual  attempt,  were  of  opinion  that  the 
operation  of  the  boutonniere  Should  be  performed, 
from  the  conflderation  of  the  tenfion  of  the  abdomen 
and  the  exhaufted  Strength  of  the  patient.  The  ope¬ 
ration  was  performed  by  Saviard  ;  “  but,’’  he  fays, 
“  that  the  inflammation  of  the  abdomen  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  (hiverings,  vomitings,  and  hiccups 
Supervened,  and  which  were  the  fore-runners  of  his 
death. 

i 


There  are,  however,  cafes  where  we  mull  have  rc- 
courfe  to  this  operation  ;  but  the  place  where  it 

*  Recueil  d’Obfervations  Chirurgicales,  Cafe  74,  p.  324, 
i2mo.  Paris,  Collombat,  170a, 
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fhould  be  performed  muft  be  regulated  by  the  Caufe 
of  the  retention.  If  a  (tone,  for  inftance,  fhould  ob- 
ftrudt  the  canal  of  the  urethra,  to  prevent  the  reten¬ 
tion  which  will  re  fuit,  its  extraction  will  be  doubt- 
lefs  neceflary  :  in  this  cafe  we  muft  make  our  inci- 
fion  on  the  part  where  it  is  fituated,  or  remove  it  by 
the  operation  of  the  apparatus  minor  in  cafe  it  fhould 
be  fituated  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  In  this  laft 
cafe,  if  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  fhould  be 
confiderable  from  fuch  an  extraneous  fubftance  reft- 
ing  on  parts  by  nature  extremely  fenfible,  it  is  pru¬ 
dent  to  evacuate  the  urine,  and  calm  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  previous  to  the  extraction  of  the  (tone.  Another 
cafe  that  renders  the  operation  of  the  boutonniere 
neceflary,  is  when  a  portion  of  the  canal  of  the  urethra 
is  obliterated  from  any  caufe  whatever,  which  will 
obftruCt  the  expulflon  of  the  urine,  as  well  as  impede 
the  paflage  of  the  catheter.  In  this,  as  well  as  in  the 
firft  cafe,  there  is  no  precife  place  fixed  for  the  opera¬ 
tion;  but  we  muft  neceflarily  make  our  incifion  to 
eftablifh  the  continuity  of  the  canal  at  the  part 
where  the  obliteration  exifts. 

This  operation  may  be  alfo  employed  in  cales 
where  the  patient  is  exhaufted  from  the  pain  and 
other  fymptoms  occafioned  by  the  prefence  of  the 
ftone,  and  unable  to  fupport  the  operation  of  lytho- 
tomy.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  this  is  the  only 
refource  that  remains  to  render  the  pain  more  fup- 
portable  ;  but  the  operation  then  to  be  performed  is 
not  the  boutonniere  defcribed  by  authors.  When  we 
confider  the  improvements  in  the  mode  of  performing 

lvthotomy, 
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Jythotomy,  we  are  aflonifhcd  that  the  fame  changes 
have  not  been  adopted  in  this  operation.  However, 
the  operation  of  the  boutonniere ,  fuch  as  is  defcribed 
in  the  lateft  authors,  is  no  other  than  the  apparatus 
major  on  a  fmall  fcale.  Thefe  authors,  with  a  little 
reflection,  might  have  perceived,  i.  that  the  forcible 
dilatations  obliged  to  be  exercifed  on  the  aponeurotic 
expanfion  of  the  urethra  to  accomplifh  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  inftruments  into  the  bladder  will  occafion  la¬ 
cerations  and  contuflons  ;  2.  that  the  canal  of  the 
urethra  has  a  portion  entirely  membranous  lituated 
between  the  bulb  and  the  proflrate,  which  is  confe- 
quently  very  diftenflble,  and  for  this  reafon  well 
adapted  for  the  operation.  It  is  alfo  on  this  part 
that  all  the  lithotomifls  begin  or  ought  to  begin  their 
inciflon,  whatever  may  be  their  mode  of  finifhing  it. 
Tt  is  aftonifhing,  when  we  conflder  the  prefent  en¬ 
lightened  ftate  of  furgery,  that  this  portion  of  the 
urethra  has  not  been  preferred,  as  between  this  and 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  there  is  only  the  fpace  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  proflrate,  which  will  readily  dilate  when 
properly  managed.  It  is  not  then  with  the  apparatus 
major  that  the  boutonniere  fhould  be  performed,  but 
with  the  lateral  apparatus  if  the  expreflion  is  admif- 
fible,  as  the  neck  of  the  bladder  in  the  boutonniere 
fhould  remain  untouched» 


\ 
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An  Examination  of  the  different  Modes  of  punc- 

turing  the  Bladder. 

HE  punfture  above  the  pubis  appears  the  moft 


A  natural,  and  is  really  the  eafieft,  as  this  vifcus, 
fituated  naturally  in  the  pelvis,  under  the  circmn- 
flances  of  fuppreffion,  extends  nearly  as  high  as  the 
umbilicus  :  as  fuch  it  is  not  poffible  to  make  a  falfe 
paffage,  but  from  the  accidents  to  which  it  is  liable  it 
is  certainly  not  entitled  to  this  preference.  One  of 
the  principal  maxims  in  furgery  is  to  give  ijfue  by  a 
depending  opening  to  any  fluids  that  may  happen  to 
he  retained.  Now  certainly  the  pundture  above  the 
pubis  is  not  in  conformity  to  this  precept,  becaufe 
the  urine  contained  in  the  bottom  of  the  bladder  is 
not  within  the  reach  of  the  canula.  A  lecond  incon¬ 
venience  is,  that  as  at  this  period  the  bladder  is  ex¬ 
tremely  diflended,  it  is  apt  to  contract  on  itfelf  and 
recede  from  the  canula,  notwithftanding  the  curva¬ 
ture  given  to  the  inftrument  to  avoid  this  inconve¬ 
nience.  This  circumftance  of  the  receffion  of  the 
bladder  from  the  canula  happens  the  more  readily^ 
as  the  anterior  part  of  the  bladder  does  not  adhere  to 
the  internal  parietes  of  the  abdomen;  but  if  this 
accident  does  not  occur  from  this  caufe,  it  is  likely 
to  happen  from  the  motions  of  the  body  alone** 


*  The  two  iafl  obfervations  reported  by  M.  Noel  are  well 
calculated  to  remove  any  apprehenfion*  of  this  accident  which 
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Another  and  a  more  ferious  inconvenience,  and  which 
occurred  to  Sharp  himfelf,*  who  was  a  great  advo¬ 
cate  for  this  operation,  is  that  when  the  canula  is 
plunged  too  deep  into  the  bladder,  under  the  idea 
of  its  not  efcaping  from  this  vifcus,  its  extremity  is 
apt  to  wound  the  rectum,  from  which  a  gangrenous 
efchar  will  be  apt  to  feparate;  an  effufion  of  urine 
will  take  place  in  the  pelvis,  and  the  death  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  ultimately  enfue. 

Thefe  inconveniences,  from  which  other  methods 
are  exempt,  ought  to  confine  the  ufe  of  the  hypogaf- 
tric  fedtion  to  extraordinary  occasions,  and  under  cir- 
cumflances  which  we  can  neither  prevent  or  influence. 

The  fécond  part  of  the  bladder  where  pundture  is 
performed,  (and  which  is  preferred  by  Mr.  Bordnave 
in  a  Memoir  read  at  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery 
on  the  6th  of  April,  1761)  is  the  fpace  fituated  be¬ 
tween  the  infertion  of  the  ureter  and  its  neck.  This 
operation  is  much  more  complicated.  After  placing 
the  patient  in  the  fame  portion  as  for  the  ftone,  and 
even  nearly  horizontal,  the  index  finger  of  the  left 
hand  is  to  be  pafl'ed  up  the  redtum,  and  the  inteftine 

would  produce  diffufion  of  the  urine  in  the  abdominal  cavity: 
but  have  we  any  reafon  to  hope  that  circular  adhefions  will 
always  take  place  between  the  anterior  part  of  the  bladder  and 
the  abdomen,  and  thus  not  only  the  advantage  be  obtained  of 
the  canula  not  efcaping  from  the  bladder,  but  alfo  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  introducing  a  frefh  one  when  the  firfl  is  incrufted 
with  tartarous  concretions? 

*  Recherches  fur  l’JEtat  préfent  de  la  Chirurgie,  Paris,  1751, 
page  158. 
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drawn  to  the  right,  with  the  intention  of  removing  it 
from  the  tuberofity  of  the  ifchium;  a  long  trocar  is 
then  to  be  plunged  in  (fuch  as  Mr.  Foubert  employs) 
two  lines  from  the  edge  of  the  tuberofity  and  about 
one  inch  above  the  anus  ;  particular  attention  fhould 
be  paid  to  pafs  the  infiniment  in  a  direft  line  without 
inclining  it  on  one  fide.  Tolet  appears  to  have  been 
the  firfl  who  has  performed  the  punfture  in  perinæo  ; 
the  defcription  of  the  infiniment  he  employed  in 
this  operation  may  be  feen  at  page  208  of  his  publi¬ 
cation  on  this  fubjeft.  The  punfture  in  perinæo  has 
been  mentioned  by  Juncker, ^  at  the  fame  time  it  was 
propofed  after  Nuck  in  the  Bibliothèque  Chirurgicale 
of  Marget.-f  In  the  year  17*7  I7I^>  Mn  Pey¬ 

ronie  (hewed  in  the  king’s  garden  a  long  trocar  which 
he  had  fuccefsfully  employed  in  a  fimilar  punfture. 
We  may  efleem  it  fortunate,  if  the  trocar  penetrates 
direftly  into  the  bladder,  after  piercing  the  fat  and 
the  mufcles  fituated  between  the  tuberofity  of  the 
ifchium  and  the  anus  ;  and  as  this  vifcus  is  fubjeft  to 
much  variation  in  its  form,  the  furgeon  will  be  often 
defeated  unlefs  he  is  perfeftly  clear  in  his  ideas  reT 
fpefting  its  fituation  and  figure.  This  cufappoint- 
ment  is  not  without  example,  and  there  is  fufhcient 
to  deter  a  praftitioner  from  performing  this  opera¬ 
tion,  independent  of  the  danger  of  wounding  with 
the  trocar  the  vaia  deferentia,  the  \  eficuke  feminales, 
the  ureter,  and  the  blood-veffels  that  go  off  from  the 

*  Confpe&us  Chirurgiæ,  tab.  97,  pag,  674. 
t  Tom  iv,  p.  304, 
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tuberofity  of  the  ifchium  to  be  diftributed  to  the  nect 
and  to  the  inferior  parts  of  the  bladder. 

The  third  manner  of  punduring  the  bladder  is 
through  the  inteftinum  redum.  We  are  indebted 
for  this  to  Mr.  Fleurant,  furgeon  at  Lyons,*  as  well 
as  for  the  particular  trocar  employed  in  the  operation: 
it  conlifts  in  palling  the  left  index  finger  up  the  rec¬ 
tum,  as  high  as  poffible  ;  the  end  of  the  finger  will 
then  prefs  againfl  that  part  of  the  gut  pufhed  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  diftendcd  (late  of  the  bladder  ;  the 
trocar  (with  the  point  concealed  in  the  canula  for 
fear  of  wounding  either  the  finger  or  intefhine)  lhould 
then  be  pafled  along  the  finger,  and  may  be  made  to 
penetrate  into  the  bladder  by  means  of  preffiire  kept 
up  with  the  palm  of  the  other  hand;  attention  fhould 
be  paid  to  pafs  it  into  the  middle  of  the  bladder,  and 
as  high  up  as  pofiible,  to  avoid  wounding  the  veficulæ 

feminales  ;  the  canula  fhould  be  left  in,  which  fhould 

» 

be  flopped  with  a  cork,  and  retained  in  its  fituation 
by  a  convenient  bandage  until  the  caufe  of  retention 
of  urine  has  ceafed.  If  we  attend  to  the  part  of  the 
bladder  wounded  in  this  pundure,  to  its  ultimate 
adhdion  with  the  inteftine,  to  its  flight  degree  of 
thicknefs  at  this  part,  and  confequently  the  little 
pain  experienced,  we  mud  admit  that  this  fpecies  of 
pundure  fhould  be  preferred.  In  this  operation,  the 
canula,  from  being  inclined,  admits  the  complete 
evacuation  of  the  urine,  nor  is  it  fubjed  to  flip  out 
when  the  bladder  contrads  :  this  operation  is  unatt- 

•  Melanges  de  Chirurgie  par  Pouteau,  Lyon,  1760,  p.  500, 
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tended  with  danger,  and  the  pain  abfolutely  trifling. 
The  probability  of  wounding  the  veficulæ  feminales 
with  the  trocar  has  been  urged  as  an  objection;  but 
if  the  furgeon  will  ftriCtly  attend  to  the  directions 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Fleurant  to  pafs  the  finger  as  high 
up  as  poflible,  when,  by  choofing  the  middle,  we 
the  more  readily  avoid  wounding  thefe  parts  as  in 
retention  of  urine,  the  bladder,  prodigioufly  diftended 
in  every  fenfe,  removes  the  veficulæ  feminales  into  -a 
more  horizontal  fituation  and  farther  from  its  center. 
The  inconvenience  occafioned  by  the  canula  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  reCtum  during  the  time  of  the  expulfion  of 
the  faeces  (and  which  is  really  of  no  confequence) 
has  furnifhed  a  fécond  objection  :  this  is  eafily  ob¬ 
viated  by  employing  the  flexible  canula  adapted  to 
the  inftrument,  fince  the  publication  of  his  memoirs; 
this  conforms  itfelf  to  the  different  inflexions  of  the 
inteftine,  and  from  its  fmallnefs  will  form  no  impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  evacuation  of  the  fæces,  particularly  when 
clyfters  are  employed.  M.  Bordnave  feems  to  appre¬ 
hend  that  the  prefence  of  this  extraneous  body  in  the 
reCtum  would  produce  a  tenefmus  in  confequence  of 
the  irritation  it  would  excite  :  but  why  will  this  ca¬ 
nula  occafion  this  irritation  fooner  than  the  lead  wire 
employed  in  the  cure  of  fiftulæ  in  ano,  wherein  a 
greater  portion  of  inteftine  is  included  ?  From  daily 
experience  it  is  found  that  this  accident  rarely  oc¬ 
curs  when  tents,  &c.  are  introduced  up  the  reCtum, 
from  whence  we  may  conclude  that  it  occurs  ftill 

paore  rarely  when  the  bladder  is  punCtured  by  the 

rec- 
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re&um.'*  The  two  following  cafes  feem  to  prove 
what  has  been  advanced. 


CASE  III. 


BOUT  Chriftmas,  in  the  year  1764,  a  man  of 


jL\  the  name  of  Laborde,  a  cobler,  about  50  years 
of  age,  was  brought  into  the  hofpital  at  Dijon,  for  a 
blow  he  received  on  the  perinæum  by  a  fall  from  the 
top  of  a  ladder  :  he  was  admitted  about  30  hours 
after  the  accident.  From  the  confiderable  degree  of 
contufion,  great  pain  and  fever  fupervened,  accom¬ 
panied  with  retention  of  urine.  Mr.  Hoin  obferves 

that  his  father,  who  attended  the  accident,  from  re- 

« 

marking  the  confiderable  diftenfion  of  the  bladder 
that  extended  as  high  as  the  umbilicus,  attempted  in 
vain  to  pafs  a  catheter  ;  the  cavity  of  the  urethra 
was  entirely  obliterated  at  that  part  near  where  the 
contufion  was  received  in  confequence  of  the  fwelling 

*  Mr.  Noel,  in  his  reflections  on  the  cafes  he  relates,  fays, 
that  the  method  of  operating  by  the  reCtum  appears  very  em- 
barraffing.  Had  this  ingenious  furgeon  pra&ifed  it,  he  would 
foonhave  admitted  that  it  was  eafier  than  the  hypogaftric  fec- 
tion.  With  refpeCt  to  the  pain  and  inconvenience  attributed 
to  the  circumftance  of  the  canula  remaining  in  the  inteftine, 
they  do  not  occur  in  the  cafes  juft  related. 
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of  the  furrounding  parts  forming  a  compreftion  oil 
this  part.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  Mr.  Horn 
fenior,  thought  it  was  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  punclure,  and  preferred  to  do  it  up  the  rehtum; 
it  was  done  immediately,  to  the  great  eafe  of  the 
patient.  Notwithftanding  every  attention  to  the 
treatment  of  the  injured  proftrate,  the  formation 
of  a  gangrenous  efchar  could  not  he  prevented, 
which  Houghed  off  fpontaneoufly  :  this  efchar  not 
only  comprehended  the  integuments  of  the  perinæum, 
but  more  than  an  inch  of  the  canal  of  the  urethra. 
From  this  moment  the  fymptoms  went  off,  the  re¬ 
tention  ceafed,  and  the  canula  was  withdrawn  as  being 
of  no  farther  ufe.  The  opening  made  by  the  trocar 
did  not  admit  of  the  paffage  of  any  urine,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  precaution  taken  to  introduce  a  ca¬ 
theter  in  the  bladder,  which  was  fuffered  to  remain  : 
this  alfo  favoured  the  cicatrization  of  the  wound  in 
perinæo,  the  cure  of  which  completely  took  place, 
and  permitted  the  urine  to  pafs  through  by  the  penis 
without  paffing  through  the  wound  in  the  urethra, 
which  in  a  manner  was  regenerated  by  the  hard  and 
compact  form  of  the  furrounding  integuments  and 
cellular  fubftance,  This  patient  was  difmiffed  the 
hofpital  perfectly  cured.  Unfortunately  fome  time 
after,  in  confequence  of  intemperance,  the  cicatrix 
ulcerated  and  admitted  the  urine  to  pafs  in  part  by 
this  paffage;  this  continued  till  his  death,  not  from 
a  deficiency  in  the  art  of  furgcry  to  render  him  affift- 
ance,  but  his  refuting  to  fubmit  to  the  neceffary  me¬ 
thods, 

VOL,  II. 
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A fourth  cafe  is  related  by  Mr .  Iloin,  where  the  mofl 
complete  fuccefs  was  obtained  by  puffing  the  curved  tro¬ 
car  up  the  reftum.  Mr ,  Hoin  objerves  that  the  urine 
flowed  through  the  canula  for  two  days  after  the  opera¬ 
tion 9  when ,  from  Jome  accident  in  moving  the  bandage , 
the  canula  came  out ,  the  urine  continued  till  the  next 
day  to  pafs  out  of  the  aperture  made  by  the  trocar 3  a 
hollow  bougie  was  then  pafjed  into  the  bladder ,  and  in 
34  hours  the  fmall  aperture  in  the  reïïum ,  made  by  the 
infiniment ,  was  completely  healed ;  this  re-union  was 
even  fo  firm ,  that  when  the  bladder  was  in  a  fl.ate  of 
diftenfion  ?iot  a  drop  pajfed  through  this  opening  into  the 

Zut- 

Air.  Iloin  obferves  that  not  any  of  the  patients  on 
whom  this  operation  has  been  performed  have  been  incon¬ 
venienced  by  the  prefence  of  the  canula ,  not  even  in  the 
evacuation  of  their  feces  -,  and  that  from  taking  all  cir - 
cumftances  into  confederation ,  this  operation  is  indfputa- 
bly  intitled  to  the  preference  ;  an  opinion  that  is  Jl  ill  far¬ 
ther  fupported  by  the  fuccefs  it  has  met  with  when  per¬ 
formed  by  Mr.  Fleurant  the  inventor ,  and  by  Meffrs.  Le 
Blanc ,  Mr.  Iloin  the  father ,  Dr.  Hamilton ,  and  Mr t 
Reid,  an  EnglifJj  furgeon  refident  at  Chelfea . 
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Oblique  Uy  ci  51  ut  es  Oj  the  T'êifiur*  ^  tvecited  by  pertnciyieiit 

Exterifion . 

CASE  I. 

MARY  Bougon,  68  years  of  age,  as  (he  was 
carrying  a  burthen  fell  on  her  right  knee,  with 
her  leg  bent  and  carried  inwards.  At  the  inftant  of 
the  tall  fhe  heard  a  cracking  noife,  and  felt  an  acute 
pain  a  little  above  the  knee,  which  alfo  extended  to 
the  thigh  :  fhe  was  lifted  up  by  tome  paflengers,  but 
unfortunately  fell  again  on  the  pavement  on  her  right 
knee.  Some  blood  was  remarked  to  come  from  a 
wound  formed  by  a  fmall  portion  of  the  bone  which 
had  pierced  the  fkin,  about  one  inch  above  the  exter¬ 
nal  condyle  of  the  femur.  This  woman  was  carried 
to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  ioth  of  April,  1790,  two 
hours  after  the  accident,  by  fome  perfons  who  were 
not  attentive  to  prevent  the  motions  of  the  thigh. 
The  right  thigh  was  nearly  two  inches  (hotter  than 
the  left,  the  point  of  the  foot  turned  inwards,  the  de¬ 
rangement  was  but  flightly  fenfible  from  the  (welling 
and  the  thicknefs  of  the  furrounding  foft  parts;  an 
eccymofis  extended  from  the  lateral  and  outfide  part 
of  the  knee,  as  high  as  the  inferior  fourth  part  of 
the  thigh;  the  anterior  re d us  and  the  vafli  ex- 
terni,  and  interni  mufcles  were  in  a  (late  of  ftrong 
contra&ion  ;  the  crepitus  was  diftinctly  heard  on 
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✓ 

moving  the  inferior  part  forwards  and  backwards, 
outwards  and  inwards.  Thefe  fymptoms  evidently 
indicated  an  oblique  fraClure  of  the  femur  ;  and  from 
the  particular  mobility  of  the  external  condyle,  it 
was  obvious  that  this  apophyfis  was  feparated  from 
the  inferior  part  of  the  femur.  From  the  irritation 
kept  up,  by  the  points  of  the  fractured  bone  inducing 
violent  mufcular  contraction,  fome  difficulties  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  reduction  :  they  were,  however,  over¬ 
come  by  purfuing  the  means  indicated  in  page  228  of 
the  firfi:  volume  of  the  Journal  ;  the  fame  dreflingsas 
there  defcribed  were  applied  on  the  knee  and  the  in¬ 
ferior  part  of  the  thigh,  and  the  permanent  extenfion 
kept  up  in  the  fame  manner.  The  patient  paffed  this» 
day  with  fome  little  agitation,  which  augmented  to¬ 
wards  the  evening  and  accompanied  with  fome  fpaf- 
modic  contractions.  The  next  day  (lie  was  quiet, 
the  eccymofis  nearly  diffipated,  and  the  fwelling 
much  diminifhed  :  it  did  not  however  totally  difap- 
pear  till  the  third  day,  The  pain  ceafed  at  the  fame 
time,  and  the  treatment  was  followed  with  no  other 
accident,  not  even  by  the  flighted  degree  of  fever* 
Idie  wound  fcarcely  fuppurated.  After  it  was  cica- 
trized,  the  dreffings  were  taken  off,  which  before  had 
been  applied  every  day.  On  the  30th  day,  union 

became  firm,  but  not  fufficiently  fo  to  be  left  to  it- 

/ 

felf.  The  bandages,  &c.  were  left  off  on  the  56th 
day,  and  on  the  60th  the  patient  tried  to  iupport 
berfelf  on  crutches.  She  left  the  hofpital  a  month  af¬ 
terwards,  with  the  thigh  abfolutelv  of  the  lame  length 
as  the  other,  and  walked  as  well  as  a  little  diffnefs 
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atld  fweiling  at  the  articulation  would  permit  i  thiiT 
rigidity  had  not  yet  had  time  to  diffipate  by  exereife. 


Eight  cafes  more  are  related ,  where  the  fame  treat¬ 
ment  was  obferved  of  -permanent  extension ,  Is'c.  and  at¬ 
tended  with  the  fame  fuccefs , 


X. 


Remarks  and  Observations  on  Frail ures  of  tht 

Thigh  c 

Celfus  has  advanced  that  Failures  of  the  femur 
are  always  followed  with  a  fhorteninp-  of  the  thio-h: 
this  has  been  repeated  for  a  long  time  after  him  : 
$ven  at  this  time,  there  are  few  prailitioriers  but  are 
of  opinion*  that  the  union  of  this  bone,  whenobliquelv 
frail  u  red,  will  be  always  attended  with  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree  of  deformity.  It  fhould  be  obferved  that 
the  dreffings  employed  in  other  Failures,  in  thefe 
inilances  are  not  applicable,  becaufe  the  frailured 
furfaces  are  two  inclined  planes  hiding  over  each 
Other  on  the  leaft  impulsion,  inftead  of  fupporting 
one  another,  as  is  the  cafe  in  tranfverfe  Failures* 
Though  the  patient,  in  the  Frft  indance,  is  placed 
horizontally  in  the  bed,  from  the  linking  in  of  the 
lower  part  of  his  body  the  trunk  will  get  inclined, 

S  3  pud* 


C  276  ) 


pnfh  down  the  fuperior  fragment,  whilft  the  interior 
forms  a  refiflance  from  the  friCtion  of  the  leg  on  the 
bed,  as  well  as  from  its  bulk,  when  the  foot  is  more 
elevated  than  the  thigh.  From  this  inconvenience, 
united  with  mufcular  contraction,  relults  a  greater  or 
a  lefs  degree  of  derangement  ;  the  points  of  the  bone 
keep  up  an  irritation  on  the  mufcles,  augment  their 
contraction,  and  fometimes  occalion  fpafms.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  we  have  known  that  no  force 
has  been  capable  of  replacing  the  bones  in  their  na¬ 
tural  fituation,  even  though  the  perlon  was  old  and 
enfeebled.  The  only  dr effm g  we  can  oppofe  to  this 
fpecies  of  derangement  in  oblique  fraCtures  of  the 
femur,  is  on  a  plan  that  will  prevent  the  trunk  bend¬ 
ing  on  the  leg,  or  the  leg  bending  on  the  trunk. 
The  ancients  were  acquainted  with  this  truth  : 
many  modern  practitioners  have  admitted  it,  and 
in  confequence  have  kept  up  an  extenfion  during  the 
whole  treatment. 

• 

The  fuccefs  obtained  by  this  method  has  not  con¬ 
vinced  theories  of  its  utility  :  they  have  oppoled  to 
fads  a  crowd  of  objections  fpecious  but  contradictory 
to  experience.  The  pretended  infufficiency  of  ex¬ 
tenfion,  the  fwelling  and  pain  it  is  faid  to  produce, 
the  wounds,  contufion,  and  even  gangrene,  faid  to 
be  occafioned  by  the  preffure  of  the  firings,  &c.  em¬ 
ployed  in  keeping  up  this  permanent  extenfion,  are 
all  vague  objections  without  the  leaft  foundation,  and 
which  can  never  take  place  when  the  extenfion  is  pro¬ 
perly  applied.  Permanent  extenfion  is  then  equally 
applicable  in  cafes  of  oblique  fraCture  as  in  f  raCtures 

of 
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of  the  neck  of  the  bone.  We  fhould  here  obfcrve, 
that  Mr.  Vermandois,  furgeon  at  Bourg,  fmce  the 
year  1777,  has  entertained  the  fame  ideas  of  the 
treatment  of  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  :  he 
has  imagined  methods  of  retention  analogous  to  thofe 
which  vve  have  found  from  experience  entitled  to  the 
preference.  Their  defcription  form  a  part  of  fome 
Chirurgical  Reflections  inferted  in  the  66th  volume 
of  the  Journal  de  Medecine,  p.  51,  and  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  1 7  86, 


Cafe  of  the  Cefarian  Operation ,  begun  by  a  Bullock's 
Horn  and  accomplifhed  by  Nature . 

[By  Don  AntoineZubeldia,  a  SpanilhPhyfician.] 

ON  the  25th  June,  1785,  at  S  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  die  relator  of  this  cafe  was  font  for 
with  another  furgeon,  to  theafliftance  of  Mary  Gra- 
tien,  a  robuft  woman,  in  the  9th  month  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  and  who  had  been  already  the  mother  of  many 
children.  She  was  found  weltering  in  her  blood  and 
in  a  Bate  of  fainting,  from  a  wound  the  had  received 
in  the  fuperior  part  of  the  hypogaftric  region  from  a 
bullock’s  horn.  The  horn  had  tranfverfely  divided 
the  integuments  of  the  abdomen  and  the  peritonaeum 
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to  the  extent  of  S  inches,  and  allowed  the  uterus  to 
pafs  out,  which  was  wounded  at  its  anterior  part  and 
in  the  lame  direction.  The  wound  of  this  vifeus, 
though  deep,  did  not  penetrate  its  cavity.  Whilft 
the  furgeons  were  difpofing  themfelvcs  to  perform 
the  operation,  nature  accomplished  it,  without  any 
afliftance,  by  exciting  a  violent  hiccup,  which  pro¬ 
duced  a  complete  rupture  of  the  matrix  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  the  wound,  and  from  which  a 
dead  child  was  expelled  ;  the  placenta,  which  was 
detached,  was  extracted  by  the  furgeon  ;  the  uterus 
immediately  contracted  and  regained  its  natural 
fituation.  The  fame  furgeon,  after  removing  the 
clots  of  blood  that  covered  the  reCtum,  omitted  dref- 
fing  the  wounded  uterus  till  the  next  day.  From 
the  frequent  faintings  that  iupervened,  the  patient 
was  placed  in  that  fituation  moll  favourable  for  the 
blood  that  flowed  from  the  lacerated  veflels.  The 
next  day,  after  a  confutation  with  other  furgeons,  it 
was  agreed  to  attempt  the  re-union  of  the  wound  by 
the  application  of  the  quilled  future.  The  furround¬ 
ing  parts  wrere  fomented  with  oil  of  roles,  and  covered 
with  an  anodyne  cataplaim.  Some  degree  of  in¬ 
flammatory  fever  now  Iupervened.  Venae  feClion 
was  ordered,  and  the  blood  had  a  bully  appearance, 
which  was  the  fame  in  the  evening  on  repeating  the 
bleeding.  The  mod  powerful  anti-phlogiftic  reme¬ 
dies  were  employed  without  producing  any  fenflble 
cffeCl  till  the  7th  day,  when,  from  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  pulfe,the  proftration  of  flrength,  and  the  confu- 
ûfita  of  ideas,  a  typhus  fever  was  apprehended. 

Or> 
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On  removing  the  dreffings,  the  edges  of  the  wound 
were  livid,  flaccid,  and  covered  with  an  ichorous  fe¬ 
tid  fanies.  Her  linen  had  not  been  changed  fmce  the 
4th  day  from  the  accident.  The  bed  was  dirty,  and 
infeded  with  corrupted  blood.  The  chamber  narrow, 
indifferently  aired,  and  continually  crowded  with  vi¬ 
ctors.  The  feafon  remarkably  hot.  The  threads  of 
the  future  were  cut,  the  wound  covered  with  lint,  and 
compreffes  conftantly  moiftened  with  decoction  of 
bark  were  applied  to  the  abdomen  ;  to  thefe  means 
were  joined  the  ule  of  tonics  and  antifeptics,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  bark  and  the  mineral  acids;  the  bed  was 
changed,  the  chamber  fprinkled  with  vinegar,  and 
frefh  air  admitted.  In  a  few  days  the  pulfe  im¬ 
proved,  the  delirium  fubfided,  and  the  ulcer,  in- 
ftead  of  fanies,  furnifhed  well  conditioned  pus.  The 
lochia,  which  had  not  flowed,  were  now  d  il  charged 
in  their  natural  way. 

By  the  21ft  day,  the  patient  found  herfelf  tolerably 
well,  with  only  a  little  remaining  fever,  which  dilkp- 
peared  à  few  days  afterwards  by  a  continuation  of  the 
fame  remedies.  A  colledion  of  pus  took  place  un¬ 
der  the  right  tranfverfalis  mufcle,  which  pointed  to¬ 
wards  the  pyramidalis;  this  was  difeharged  by  a  fmali 
opening.  The  ulcer  became  fimple  and  cicatrized 
towards  the  end  of  the  fixth  week.  This  woman  was 
cured  in  this  manner  of  this  dreadful  accident,  and 
was  only  fubjeded  to  the  inconvenience  of  wearing  a 
bandage  to  prevent  a  ventral  hernia.  From  this  pe¬ 
riod  £ Ue  has  enjoyed  an  excellent  flate  of  health, 

and 
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and  has  fince  lain  in  with  two  fine  children,  which  flie 
fuckled.'*4 


Cafes  of  cartilaginous  Subftances  floating  in  the  Articula¬ 
tion  of  the  Knee . 

CASE  I. 

[By  Mr.  Brochier.] 


IN  the  winter  of  the  year  1777,  Mr.  - - ,  a  cap¬ 

tain  of  dragoons,  28  years  of  age,  was  thrown 
down  backwards  from  an  accident  occafioned  by  a 
door  that  had  been  fhut  with  confiderable  force,  and 
which  had  included  his  leg;  he  inftantly  felt  a  vio¬ 
lent  fenfe  of  diftenfion  at  the  knee  joint,  accompanied 

t 

with  an  acute  pain  and  a  noife  fimilar  to  what  is  heard 

by  cracking  the  fingers,  but  confiderabjy  louder. 

» 

The  patient  kept  his  bed,  and  was  at  firft  treated  with 
emollient  fomentations,  which  were  foon  relinquifhed 
in  confequence  of  the  enormous  fwelling  of  the  knee. 

*  The  editor  obferves  that  he  knew  the  woman  who  forms 
the  fubjedt  of  this  cafe.  Three  years  after  the  wound  he  ap¬ 
plied  a  proper  bandage  to  retain  a  fmall  ventral  hernia,  the* 
only  inconvenience  that  refulted  from  the  accident. 


Some 
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Some  little  eafe  Teemed  to  be  obtained  by  the  ufe  of 
fomentations  with  Tea-water.  The  fwelling  lafted 
for  eleven  months  :  it  encreafed  by  reft  and  by  the 
final  left  degree  of  excefs,  and  diminifhed,  on  the 
contrary,  by  a  regular  iober  life,  affifted  with  mode¬ 
rate  exercife.  Three  months  alter  the  accident,  an 
extraneous  moveable  fubftance  was  felt  in  the  joint  of 
the  affeCted  knee,  fituated  before  its  external  condyle, 
and  which  foon  palled  before  the  internal  one.  This 
body  was  felt  at  different  points  of  the  articulation, 
but  its  genera]  fuuation  was  above  the  patella  by  thç 
iide  of  the  extenfor  tendon  of  the  leg  :  in  this  iitua- 
tion  it  was  productive  of  the  leaft  pain  :  when  it 
got  behind  the  patella,  the  patient  was  incapable  of 
ltanding  or  walking.  Sometimes  it  was  engaged  un¬ 
der  the  condyles  ot  the  femur  :  it  then  abfolutely  in- 
tercepted  the  motions  of  the  leg  and  produced  violent 
pain,  accompanied  with  fwelling,  which  lafted  until 
this  extraneous  fubftance  had  regained  its  lituation 
before  the  condyles,  or  rather  by  the  fide  of  the  ex¬ 
tenfor  tendon.  This  fubftance  one  day  difappeared 
without  occafioning  any  particular  fymptoms;  it 
was  concealed  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  during 
which  time  the  articulation  was  perfectly  free.  The 
patient,  who  was  now  free  from  every  inconvenience, 
believed  himfelf  perfectly  cured,  when  it  fuddenly  re¬ 
appeared  in  confequence  of  a  quick  extenfion  of  the 
leg.  The  pain  and  uneafinefs  it  produced  under  cer¬ 
tain  fituations,  and  the  apprehenfton  it  would  pro¬ 
duce  confequences  (till  more  ferious,  induced  this 
officer  to  confiait  different  perfons,  who  were  all 

deceived 
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deceived  in  the  nature  of  the  cafe.  Some  took  it  for  a 
fprain,  others  for  a  venereal  fymptom,  for  which  they 
adminiftered  mercurials;  there  were  even  thole  who 
perfuaded  the  patient  that  the  folid  mafs  felt  under 
the  Ikin  was  mercury  collected  in  the  articulation* 
Mr.  Default,  who  was  confulted  in  the  year  1784, 
feven  years  after  the  accident,  inftantly  recognifed 
the  difeafe,  which  he  had  met  with  in  feveral  diflec¬ 
tions  :  he  propofed  its  extraction,  and  proceeded  in 
the  following  manner  :  the  furgeon,  after  relaxing 
the  capfular  ligament  by  extending  the  leg,  brought 
the  extraneous  body  on  the  infide  of  the  articulation 
againft  the  attachment  of  the  capfular  ligament,  and 
fecured  it  in  this  fituation  between  the  index  finger 
and  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  whilft  an  aftiftant  drew 
the  integuments  forwards  towards  the  patella.  All 
the  parts  that  covered  this  extraneous  body  were 
now  divided  by  a  longitudinal  incifion,  one  inch  in 
length,  and  its  extraction  accomplifhed  by  pufhing 
it  from  above  downwards,  and  raifing  it  inferiorly 
with  the  end  of  the  knife.  This  fubftance,  on  exa¬ 
mination,  was  found  fimilar  in  colour  to  the  cartilages 
that  cover  the  articular  furfaces:  it  was  three  quarters 
of  an  inch  in  length,  fix  lines  and  an  half  in  width, 
and  three  lines  in  thicknefs;  its  furfaces  were  fmooth, 

one  concave  and  the  other  convex  ;  its  circumfer- 

»  * 

ence  irregular,  dilfeminated  with  red  points,  form¬ 
ing  Imall  depreffions;  the  infide  was  oflified,  the 
outfide  of  a  cartilaginous  texture.  As  foon  as  the 
fubftance  was  extracted,  the  affiftant  let  go  the  inte¬ 
guments  which  he  had  drawn  forwards ;  theyconfe- 

quently 
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quently  returned  to  their  natural  fituation,  on  the 
inner  fide  of  the  knee  joint,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  external  wound  in  the  integuments  was  fituated 
more  inwards  than  the  one  in  the  capfular  ligament. 
Two  advantages  were  procured  by  this  means:  04 
the  one  hand,  air  was  prevented  from  penetrating 
into  the  articulation  ;  and  on  the  other,  the  floating 
portion  of  capfular  ligament,  retained  inwards  by  the 
fkin,  was  more  likely  to  attach  itfelf  to  the  condyle,' 
in  cafe  it  did  not  unite  to  the  other  portion  of  the 
capfule  divided  near  its  attachment.  The  edges  of 
the  wound  were  brought  in  conta6f  by  means  of  a 
uniting  bandage;  dry  lint  and  comprefTes  were  ap^ 
plied,  and  retained  on  the  part  by  a  flight  bandage; 
the  limb  was  kept  in  a  flate  of  extenfion.  The  pa¬ 
tient  at  frit  experienced  a  flight  degree  of  fhivering, 
which  foon  fubfided.  No  pain  or  fwelling  whatever 
fupervened  in  the  fequel.  The  dreffings  were  not 
taken  off  till  the  fourth  day.  The  bottom  of  the 
wound  was  already  united,  though  the  out  fide  had 
fuppurated  a  little.  The  fame  mode  of  drefling  was 
continued  for  fix  days  ;  the  cure  was  then  com¬ 
pleted  ;  and  the  officer  returned  to  his  ordinary  oc^ 
cupations* 
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CA  SE  IL 


MR.  Default  was  confulted,  in  the  year  17S5, 
by  a  fervant,  from  45  to  50  years  of  age, 
who  many  years  before  had  injured  his  knee 
againfl  the  (haft  of  a  carriage.  Thrown  down  by  the 
violence  of  the  Chock,  he  remained  a  long  time  on 
the  pavement,  without  the  power  of  raifing  himfelf. 
A  confiderable  degree  of  inflammation  took  place 
round  the  articulation,  which  did  not  diminifh  for  a 
confiderable  time,  notwithftanding  reft,  bleeding, 
poultices,  and  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen.  Some  de¬ 
gree  of  fwelling,  attended  with  weaknefs  of  the  arti¬ 
culation,  always  remained.  The  patient  was  at  inter¬ 
vals  fenfible  of  acute  pain,  always  followed  with  an 
increafe  of  the  fwelling,  and  an  impofiibility  of  fup- 
porting  himfelf  on  the  leg.  Reft  was  again  obferved, 
and  cataplafms  applied.  In  the  fpace  of  fome  days 
thefe  fymptoms  gave  way.  After  this  report  of  his 
cafe,  Mr.  Default,  having  carefully  examined  the  ar¬ 
ticulation,  difcovered,  on  the  outfide  of  the  patella,  a 
body  which  eafily  admitted  of  déplacement.  Mr. 
Default  moved  this  fu  bilan  ce  to  the  infide  of  the 
knee,  and  fixed  it  again  ft  the  attachment  of  the  cap- 
iular  ligament,  and  completed  the  extraction,  as  in 
the  preceding  cafe.  The  wound  united  without  any 
accident,  but  on  the  5th  day  a  fwelling,  attended 
with  violent  pain,  fupervened  on  the  middle  part  of 

the 
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the  leg.  This  fwelling  terminated  by  an  abcefs,  the 
opening  of  which  did  not  mitigate  the  pain  of  the 
leg;  this  did  not  fubfide  until  a  fwelling  and  a  fimi- 
lar  abcefs  formed  on  the  middle  part  of  the  thigh. 
Thefe  abceffes  were  not  cured  before  the  expiration 
of  two  months  ;  and  what  is  a  lingular  circumftance, 
the  knee  was  not  the  leaft  affe&ed  during  the  whole 
of  the  time.  It  is  proper  perhaps  to  remark,  that 
this  patient  had  been  longfubject  to  rheumatic  pains^ 
which  affedted  different  parts  of  his  body  lucceffively. 
The  fubftance  extracted  from  the  articulation  was 
cartilaginous,  and  offified  in  its  center  :  it  was  eleven 
lines  in  length,  eight  in  breadth,  and  three  in  thick- 
nefs;  one  of  its  lurfaces  concave,  another  convex, 
and  of  an  oval  fhape. 


"Three  more  cafes  are  mentioned  of  the  fuccefsful  ex¬ 
traction  of  thefe  extraneous  bodies .  The  gentleman  who 
formed  the  fubjeCl  of  one  of  thefe  cafes  had  the  operation 
performed  twice  :  an  interval  of  more  than  a  year  tranf 
pired  before  the  fécond  operation . 


•  r 
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Remarks  on  the  Exiftence  and  Extraction  of  extra¬ 
neous  Bodies  fituated  in  the  Articulation. 


The  exiftence  of  extraneous  bodies  in  the  articula¬ 
tion,  fuch  as  we  have  juft  deferibed,  is  by  no  means 
a  rare  occurrence,  though  unknown  to  the  ancients, 
and  even  to  the  majority  of  French  practitioners. 

Paré  is  the  firft  who  fpeaks  of  this  fpecies  of  con¬ 
cretion  :  he  fays,  that  a  hard ,  polifhed ,  white  body,  of 
the  fixe  of  an  almond ,  was  difeharged  from  the  knee 
of  a  patient,  in  the  year  1558,  in  which  he  had 
made  an  incifion  for  an  aqueous  apojleme ,  (without 
doubt  an  hydrops  articuli).* 

Similar  concretions  in  the  knee  of  an  ox  have  been 
remarked  by  Dr.  Vagnerus.-f-  One  of  thefe  extrane¬ 
ous  bodies  was  found  on  diffeeftion  in  a  knee  joint, 
by  Dr.  Alexander  Monro.  Mr,  Simfon  extracted 
one  of  thefe  fome  years  afterwards,  which  at  firft  he 
did  not  fuppofe  was  in  the  cavity  of  the  articulation, 
notwithftanding  its  mobility,  and  the  pain  it  occa- 
ficned.l  Since  thefe  periods,  examples  have  been 
multiplied  of  this  difeafe. 

It  is  unneceflary  here  to  deferibe  the  fymptoms. 
The  charafteriftic  diftinftions  pointed  out  by  Theden, 

*  Ljv.  XXV.  chap.  15,  ad  fin. 

t  Eph.  nat.  Cur  Dec.  z.  an  4.  (1685)  &  Col.  Acad,  part  etr. 
t.  3,  p.  660. 

J  Medical  Efiays,&c,  by  a  Society  at  Edinburgh,  N?zo,  1736# 
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Bell,  and  Bromfield,  are  abfolutely  the  fame  j*  others, 
as  Mefl'rs.  Crulklhankf  and  Mohrenheim,|  only  add, 
that  in  confequence  of  this  fubftance  remaining  in 
the  articulation,  hydrops  articuli  will  be  fometimes 
produced. 

The  cafe  related  by  Paré,  as  well  as  that  by  Mr. 
Simfon,  where  four  ounces  of  fluid  efcaped  when  the 
fubftance  was  extra&ed,  feem  to  favour  this  opinion; 
but,  however,  hydrops  articuli  more  frequently  occurs 
than  the  exiftence  of  thefe  extraneous  fubftances,  and 
when  they  are  found  they  remain  for  a  long  time 
without  hydrops  articuli  fupervening.  We  are,  there¬ 
fore,  juftified  in  doubting  that  thefe  difeafes  are  in-  > 
dependent  of  each  other,  even  if  they  exift  at  the 
fame  time. 

Mi .  Bell  fpeaks  of  cellular  concretions  adhering  to 
the  different  parts  which  compofe  the  articulation  : 
he  feems  to  think  that  they  take  on  a  difpofition  to 
harden,  gradually  feparate  themfelves,  and  by  this 
means  become  a  free  detached  body  in  the  cavity  of 
the  articulation.  Morgagni||  has  met  with  offious 
bodies  detached  in  the  fame  joint  with  cartilaginous 
ones,  which  have  adhered  to  the  capfule  by  a  point  of 
their  furface;  others  have  been  feen  attached  to  the 

*  Chirurgical  Cafes  and  Obfervations,  vol.  i.  page  332,  and 
Richter’s  Chir.  Bib.  t.  ii.  p.  133. 

f  Progrefs  ult.  de  Chirurgie,  trad,  par  Chayrou,  feci:.  16. 
Syftem  of  Surgery,  vol.  v.  ch.  38,  fed.  3. 

X  Med.  Commentaries  by  a  Society  at  Edinburgh,  vol.  iv. 
part  1 — 4$  and  Richter’s  Chir.  Bib.  t.  v.  p.  74, 

1  De  Sed  Epift.  37,  art.  14. 
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contiguous  parts  by  a  kind  of  ligament  or  cellular 
pedicle  of  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  length.* * * § 

Some  authors  are  of  opinion,  that  thefe  extraneous 
fubftances  are  only  formed  in  the  articulation  of  the 
knee;")-  but  Haller  has  difeovered  a  great  number  ot 
them  in  the  jaw  of  a  woman  where  the  articular  carti¬ 
lage  was  deftroyed  they  have  been  alfo  remarked 
in  the  articulation  of  the  foot  ;  and  Mr.  Bell  recom¬ 
mends  them  to  be  extracted  in  the  lame  manner  as 
when  lituated  in  the  knee.  Bodies  completely  offi- 
fied  have  been  found  in  the  articulation  of  the  leg,j| 
fometimes  they  are  cartilaginous,  and  oflified  in  their 
center,  and  at  others  only  cartilaginous;  that  men¬ 
tioned  by  Monro  was  only  a  cellular  nucleus,  inverted 
with  a  cartilaginous  cruft. 

Mort  frequently  only  one  of  thefe  fubftances  arc 
found  to  exift  in  the  articulation  at  one  time;  but 
Morgagni  has  found  twenty  live  at  one  time.  Meflrs. 
Henkell  and  Bromfield  have  extracted  two  at  the 
fame  time.§  The  fame  circumftance  alfo  occurred 
to  the  fubjeft  of  our  laft  mentioned  cafe. 

Meffrs.Middleton**and  Goochff-  have  endeavoured 

*  Monro,  Theden,  Bell,  Lock.  cit. 

f  Reimarus  DifT.  de  Tumore  Ligamentorum  circa  articulos* 
Leide,  1757,  4to. 

X  Prog.  de  Induratis  Corp.  Hum.  part  5,  &  Morgagni  d* 
fed  Ep.  57,  art.  15. 

||  Morgagni  Ep.  citât,  art.  14. 

§  Reimarus. 

**  Ibid. 

ft  Cafes  and  praftical  Remarks  in  Surgery,  London,  1 7 5 S j 
aad  practical  JTreatife  on  Wounds,  &c.  Norwich,  1767. 


to 


(  2^9  ) 


to  conduct  the  extraneous  body  into  that  fituation  that 
produced  no  pain,  and  to  retain  it  in  that  portion  for 
a  long  time,  under  the  idea  that  it  would  adhere  to 
the  contiguous  parts.  This  fpecies  of  palliative  cure 
appeared  to  fucceed,  but  at  the  end  of  fotne  months 
they  had  not  the  opportunity  of  feeing  their  patients. 
We  ihould  recoiled,  that  the  refultof  thefe  cafes  does 
not  enfure  fuccefs  to  this  method,  for  the  extraneous 
fubftance  may  again  become  moveable,  after  being 
concealed  even  for  fix  months  without  any  fymptom 
whatever  indicating  its  prefence.* 

The  only  radical  cure  then  on  which  we  can  de¬ 
pend,  is  its  extraction  by  dividing  the  integuments 
and  the  capfular  ligament.  Penetrating  wounds  in 
the  articulation,  from  long  and  ancient  prejudices, 
have  ever  been  viewed  as  highly  dangerous.  Mr. 
Simfon  intimates,  that  he  fhould  not  have  dared  to 
perform  the  operation,  had  he  not  conceived  that  the 
extraneous  body  he  was  about  to  extraCt  was  fituated 
in  the  cellular  fubftance  that  covered  the  capfular 
ligament.  Since  this  period,  this  operation  has  been 
frequently  repeated.  Thofe  who  have  performed  it, 
have  deemed  it  highly  eftentiai  to  prevent  air  getting 
into  the  cavity  of  the  joint,  confequently  all  have 
attended  particularly  to  cover  the  orifice  inftantly 
after  the' extraction  of  the  fubftance.  Meffrs.  Brom- 
field,  Bell,  and  Default,  make  their  incifion  in  fuch 
a  way,  that  the  aperture  in  the  integuments  does 
not  correfpond  with  the  opening  in  the  capfular 


*  Vide  Cafe  I. 
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ligament:  it  is  with  this  intention  Mr.  Bromfield  re- 
trades  the  integuments  downwards  towards  the  leg,  Mr. 
Bell  upwards  to  the  thigh,  and  Mr.  Default  towards 
the  knee.  Other  practitioners  have  negleéted  this 
precaution.  MefTrs.  Simfon,  Hewit,Thedcn,  Gooch, 
Ford,  Subzer,  and  lately  M.  Vielle,  are  content  with 
firetching  the  integuments  on  the  extraneous  body, 
without  changing  their  natural  fituation.  Mr. 
Cruikfhank  recommends  the  opening  in  the  integu¬ 
ments  to  be  as  fmall  as  poffible  :  this  plan  may  per¬ 
haps  expofe  the  edges  of  the  wound  to  be  contufed 
in  the  extraction  of  the  extraneous  fubflance:  in  this 
cafe,  re-union  will  become  difficult;  an effeCt  direcftly 
©ppofite  to  the  view  of  the  author,  which  is  to  exclude 
the  air  from  the  cavity.  We  are  only  acquainted 
with  two  cafes  where  the  incifion  through  the  capfule 
was  attended  with  extreme  pain  :  the  one  related  by 
Mr.  Simpfon,  and  in  the  patient  who  formed  the 
fubjeCt  of  the  fécond  cafe;  the  other  patients  fuffered 
little.  However,  all  authors  are  apprehennve  of  the 
confequences  of  this  operation.  MefTrs.  Cruikfhank 
and  Bromfield  believe  that  it  is  never  unattended  with 
danger,  and  very  frequently  produces  the  moft  feri- 
ous  fymptoms.  Mr.  Bell  even  adds,  that  the  fymp- 
toms  have  been  fufficiently  violent  to  neceffitate  the 
amputation  or  the  thigh.  Ancient  and  long  received 
prejudices  refpeCting  the  contaCt  of  air,  may  perhaps 
have  caufed  thefe  dangers  to  be  exaggerated,  and 
fymptoms  may  have  been  attributed  to  the  opening 
in  the  articulation,  which  an  unprejudiced  obferver 
might,  with  more  propriety,  have  referred  to  another 
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fource.  Meflrs.  Ford,*  Sub?.er,-(-  and  Vielle,  have 
never  feen  any  accidents  confequent  to  this  operation. 
Henckel  has  been  equally  fuccefsful,  although  he 
opened  both  Tides  of  the  knee  joint  at  one  time. 
Meflrs.  Bromfield,  Gooch,  and  Bell,  h  ave  each  twice 
performed  the  fame  operation,  and  Theden  three 
times  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  Mr.  Default  has  alfa 
fucceeded  three  times.  Mr.  Ford’s  patient  was 
attacked  with  the  mealies  eight  days  after  the  opera¬ 
tion,  and  one  of  Mr.  Theden’s  died  of  a  malignant 
fever  prevalent  at  this  period,  which  feized  him  the 
very  day  of  the  operation  without  producing  the  leaft 
effect  on  the  articulation.  Amidft  fuch  a  variety  of 
fuccefs,  three  cales  have  been  only  followed  with  fe- 
rious  fymptoms  :  Mr.  Simlon’s,  Mr.  Hewit’s,  related 
by  Reimarus,  and  the  fubjeét  of  Cafe  IT.  that  we  have 
related;  and  it  is  even  a  queftion  whether  the  fymp¬ 
toms  were  immediately  produced  by  the  operation  or 
not.  Mr.  Sim  Ton’s  rode  onhorfe-back  a  few  hours  af¬ 
ter  the  operation,  and  was  expofed  a  conliderable  time 
to  the  cold  air;  and  in  the  cafe  we  have  related,  the 
patient  was  conflantly  fubjed  to  rheumatic  pains. 
In  Mr.  Hewit’s,  the  incilion  made  on  the  outlide  of 
the  knee,  and  towards  the  upper  part  of  the  patella, 
was  attended  with  but  little  pain;  the  fymptoms  ne¬ 
ver  appeared  until  the  expiration  of  36  hours;  the 
pain  principally  affeéted  the  ham,  and  that  fide  of 
the  knee  oppofed  to  the  wound.  In  this  cafe  it  is 

#  Med.  Obf.  by  a  Society  of  Phyficians  in  London,  vol.  v* 
and  Richter’s  Bib.  t.iv.  p,  68. 

f  Richter’s  Bib.  t.  viii.  p.  4^3. 
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certainly  too  much  to  affirm,  that  this  operation  pro¬ 
duced  thefe  fymptoms.  Are  there  not  numerous  ex¬ 
amples  of  fimple  wounds  that  have  produced  very 
ferious  fymptoms  from  particular  caufes,  as  morbid 
affe<5tions  of  the  primæ  viæ,  a  difeafed  date  of  the 
fecretions,  &c.  It  is  a  faék  univerfally  admitted,  that 
bleeding,  even  when  performed  in  the  bed  manner, 
lias  been  fometimes  followed  with  pain,  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  abcedes,  under  particular  circumdances  of 
the  conflitution. 


Cafe  of  an  Extirpation  of  a  confiderable  Part  of  the 

Ehyrcid  Gland .  - 

[By  Mr.  Giraud,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

IN  the  year  1784,  J.  Hyons,  20  years  of  age,  ex¬ 
perienced  an  acute  pain  at  the  middle  and  anterior 
part  of  the  neck,  in  confequence  of  a  violent  exten- 
fion  of  the  head  :  this  pain,  which  was  only  momen¬ 
tary,  was  followed  with  fome  difficulty  of  motion. 
About  three  months  afterwards,  a  fmall,  hard,  indo¬ 
lent  tumor  appeared  on  the  right  fide  of  the  trachea  ; 
this  fweliing  was  unattended  with  pain  or  alteration  in 
the  colour  of  the  integuments  ;  the  tumor  feemed  to 

be  raifed  by  apulfatory  a&ion,  which  feemed  to  prove 
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the  exiftence  of  a  large  artery  fitnated  underneath, 
and  in  fabt  its  bafe  was  fituated  on  the  general 
courfe  of  the  carotid  artery.  The  patient,  feel¬ 
ing  no  inconvenience,  negledted  it  until  June, 
1 7 S S .  At  this  time,  the  tumor  was  one  inch  in  dia¬ 
meter  ;  its  progrefs,  which  in  the  firft  inftance  was 
How,  now  augmented  with  proportionable  rapidity  ; 
internal  remedies,  and  topical  applications,  had  no 
effedt  in  preventing  its  increafe;  a  fluctuation  in  its 
center  was  foon  evident  ;  an  incifion  was  then  made 
into  this  part,  and  a  quantity  of  yellow  ferofity  dis¬ 
charged-  Three  months  after  this  operation,  which 
was  not  of  the  leafl  fervice,  recqurfe  was  had  to  cauf- 
tics,  which  were  repeatedly  applied  without  any  ad¬ 
vantage  being  obtained.  On  the  20th  of  March, 
1791,  (lie  prefented  herfelf  for  admiffion  at  the  Hô¬ 
tel  Dieu.  At  this  period,  the  tumor  was  two  inches 
in  diameter,  round,  hard,  and  attached  to  the  right 
and  middle  part  of  the  trachea,  and  pufhed  outwards 
the  fterno-maftoideus  mufcle.  Independent  of  its 
being  fenfibly  raifed  by  each  puliation  of  the  arteries, 
it  obeyed  the  motions  of  deglutition,  and  in  a  flight 
degree  impeded  the  paffage  of  the  felid  aliment. 
The  patient,  earneftly  defiring  to  get  rid  01  fuch  an 
inconvenient  deformity,  determined  to  iubmit  to  its 
extirpation,  which  appeared  her  only  refource.  The 
danger,  the  length  of  time,  and  the  pain  n.eceffarily 
annexed  to  the  operation,  were  not  concealed  from 
her.  The  operation,  after  a  few  days  previous  pre¬ 
paration,  was  performed  in  the  amphitheatre  by  Mr. 

Default  in  the  following  manner:  the  patient  being 
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laid  on  her  back,  a  little  inclined  on  the  left  fide, 

J 

with  the  head  and  neck  more  raifed  than  the  reft  of 
the  body,  the  furgeon  made  a  longitudinal  incifion 
through  the  middle  of  the  tumor,  beginning  one  inch 
above,  and  finifhing  one  inch  below,  to  allow  room 
to  finifh  the  operation  with  eale;  in  the  firft  lediorl 
he  cut  down  as  far  as  the  gland,  dividing  the  integu¬ 
ments,  the  platyfma-myoides,  and  fome  fibres  of  the 
fterno-hyoideii  and  flerno-thyroideii  mufcles;  an  af- 
fiftant,  with  the  view  of  fixing  the  tumor,  drew  to¬ 
wards  the  left  the  infidc  edge  of  the  wound  made  by 
the  incifion,  whilfl  the  furgeon  detached  it  from  the 
flerno-mafloideus  mufcle.  In  diffeding  the  cellular 
fubflance  which  united  the  parts,  two  fmall  arteries 
were  divided,  which  were  raifed  by  a  pair  of  differ¬ 
ing  forceps  and  fecured  by  ligature.  The  external 
furface  of  the  tumor  being  thus  dilengaged,  the  in¬ 
ternal  part  was  detached  in  the  fame  way.  The  tu* 
mor  was  drawn  outwards  by  means  of  a  hook,  that 
it  might  be  leparated  with  more  eafe  from  the  ante¬ 
rior  part  and  from  the  fide  of  the  trachea.  In  the 

0 

courfe  of  this  dilfedion,  the  branches  of  the  thyroid 
arteries  were  fucceffively  tied,  as  faff  as  they  were 
divided.  The  affiflant  to  whom  the  hook  was  con¬ 
fided  direded  the  gland  from  within  and  forwards, 
whilfl  the  furgeon  finilhed  the  dilfedion  outwards 
and  from  above  downwards.  This  part  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  the  molt  minute  and  difficult  :  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  by  means  of  a  fponge  continually  to  wipe 
away  the  blood,  which  necelfarily  prevented  the  parts 
from  being  eaftly  diftinguifhed,  and  obliged  the 
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turgeon  to  divide  but  a  little  at  a  time,  and  previoufiy 
to  feel  with  his  finger  thofe  parts  he  was  about  to  in¬ 
die.  By  this  cautious  diffe£tion  of  parts  the  fupe- 
rior  and  inferior  thyroid  arteries  were  laid  bare,  and 
afterwards  fecured  by  ligature  by  means  of  a  blunt 
crooked  needle.  They  were  afterwards  tranfverfely 
divided,  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  tumor  de¬ 
tached  from  the  trachea,  to  which  it  ftrongly  ad¬ 
hered.  The  wound  refulting  from  this  operation  wa* 
near  three  indies  in  depth  :  it  was  outwardly  bounded 
by  the  fterno-maftoideus  muicle,  and  inwardly  by  the 
trachea  and  œfophagus  ;  pofteriorly  by  the  carotid 
artery,  and  by  the  nerves  of  the  eighth  pair,  which 
were  expofed  at  the  bottom  of  the  wound.  After 
the  wound  was  well  wafhed  with  warm  water,  and 
cleared  from  the  blood,  it  was  filled  with  coarfe  lint, 
powdered  with  colophony;  fquare  compreffes,  fe¬ 
cured  by  a  bandage  moderately  tight,  formed  the  reft 
of  the  dreffing.  The  extirpated  tumor  was  five 
inches  in  circumference;  and  on  examination  was 
found  to  differ  in  no  particular  from  fchirrus  glands, 
except  that  in  the  center  there  was  a  cartilaginous 
nucleus.  The  patient  fupported  this  long,  difficult, 
and  painful  operation  with  uncommon  firmnefs:  flie 
palled  the  reft  of  the  day  without  experiencing  any 
other  fymptom  than  a  flight  fhivcring,  generally  con- 
fequent  to  large  wounds.  The  following  night  flie 
complained  of  a  fenfe  of  heat  in  the  neck,  and  fome 
difficulty  in  deglutition.  The  next  day  a  little  eafe 
was  obtained  by  moiftening  the  dreffmg  with  a  de- 

co<ftion  of  marflhmallows.  A  weak  drink  of  the  herb 

* 
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dog’s  tooth,  acidulated  with  oxymel,  was  prefcribed. 
On  the  3d  day  the  fever  was  very  moderate,  but  the 
difficulty  in  fwallowing  had  confiderably  increafed  at 
this  period;  the  compreffes  and  the  external  lint  were 
removed,  and  frelh  applied.  On  the  4th,  the  fever 
çeafed,  and  deglutition  became  lefs  painful.  Sup¬ 
puration  now  became  eftal  lifhed.  The  next  day  all 
the  lint  was  detached,  and  the  whole  of  the  dreffings 
renewed.  The  wound  was  in  a  good  ftate:  it  was 
dreffed  with  foft  lint  and  compreffes  moiftened  with 
an  emollient  decodtion  ;  a  practice  which  was  conti¬ 
nued  for  the  following  days.  No  particular  circum- 
ftance  occurred  during  the  cure.  The  wound  fol¬ 
lowed  the  ordinary  progrefs  and  was  cicatrized  at 
the  end  of  a  month.  The  patient  left  the  hofpital, 
perfectly  cured,  the  34th  day  after  the  operation* 


Note  of  the  Editor. 

The  extirpation  of  the  thyroid  gland  is  an  opera¬ 
tion  extremely  difficult,  and  certainly  highly  danger¬ 
ous,  when  performed  by  an  operator  but  moderately 
exercifed  in  the  pradtice  of  his  profeffion.  The  num¬ 
ber  and  iize  of  the  arteries  neceffary  to  divide,  the 
proximity  of  the  trachea,  oefophagus^  and  carotid, 

near 
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near  which  the  knife  mud  neceffarily  pafs,  are  the 
principal  dangers  that  the  operator  fhould  avoid. 
Thefe  are  the  circumdances  which  have  deterred  the 
majority  of  practitioners  from  performing  it,  parti¬ 
cularly  thofe  who  from  long  eftablifhed  prejudice 
have  been  deterred  from  ufing  ligatures  in  cafes  of 
wounded  arteries.  Examples  of  this  operation  are 
very  rare.  The  firft  time  that  Gooch  undertook  to 
perform  it,  he  was  deterred  from  finifhing  it  by  the 
hemorrhage,  and  his  patient  died  on  the  8th  day* 
The  fécond  time  he  fucceeded  better,  but  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  fecuring  the  veflels,  and  fucceeded  by  Hop¬ 
ping  the  hemorrhage,  which  would  otherwife  have 
been  mortal,  by  caufing  the  parts  to  be  comprefled 
by  the  hand  of  an  afiidant  for  the  fpace  of  8  days.* 
A.  F.  Vogel  and  Theden  have  praCtifed  the  fame 
operation  with  the  mod  complete  fuccefs.  All  dan¬ 
ger  from  the  hemorrhage,  or  inconvenience  arifing 
from  the  difcharge  of  blood,  may  be  obviated  by 
pinching  up  the  fmall  veflels,  tying  them  as  fad  as 
they  are  divided,  and  by  difcovering  and  tying  the 
large  veflels  previous  to  their  divifion  ;  other  parts 
that  cannot  be  wounded  without  danger,  are  to  be 
avoided  by  difiefting  flowly  and  a  little  at  a  time, 
and  feeling  with  the  finger  every  part  previous  to  its 
divifion  with  the  bidoury. 


*  Gooch’s  Med.  and  Chir.  Obf.  p.  130;  Bell’s  Syftem  of 
Surgery,  vol.  v.  p,  525$  and  la  Bib,  Chir.  de  Richter,  t.  ii* 
4e  partie,  p.  12$. 


Fraiïurts 

■4. 
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Fr  azures  of  the  fuperior  Part  of  the  Humerus. 

•CASE  I. 

\ 

[By  Mr.  Verges,  formerly  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel 

Dieu.] 

M  T ALLARD,  66  years  of  age,  was  admitted 
•  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  13th  of  March, 
1789,  for  a  fradure  at  the  fuperior  part  of  the  left 
arm  occafioned  by  a  fall  on  the  pavement  a  few  hours 
before  her  admiffion.  The  pain,  difficulty  of  mo¬ 
tion,  and  the  crepitus,  evidently  pointed  out  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  fracture.  To  reduce  it,  the  patient  was 
feated  on  the  edge  of  her  bed,  the  arm  a  little  fepa- 
rated  from  the  body  and  carried  a  little  forwards,  an 
extenfion  was  made  by  an  affiliant  making  ufe  of  the 
fore-arm,  -in  a  Hate  of  demi-flexion,  as  a  lever:  this 
affiliant  placed  one  of  his  hands  behind  the  wrift  as  a 
point  of  fupport,  whilft  the  other  hand,  applied  on 
the  fuperior  and  anterior  part  of  the  fore-arm,  was 
the  moving  force.  This  manner  of  making  the  ex¬ 
tenfion  left  expofed  all  the  parts  on  which  the  ban¬ 
dage  fhould  be  applied.  A  fécond  affiliant  fixed  the 
trunk  by  drawing  the  uninjured  arm  towards  him,  in 
&  direction  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  the  body. 
The  redu&ion  was  accomplifhed  with  the  flighted: 
decree  ot  exertion  ;  when  the  furgeon,  after  examin¬ 
ing 
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in  g  the  fra&ured  part,  was  certain  that  it  was  exafl, 
he  took  a  roller,  four  or  five  ells  in  length,  and  three 
fingers  breadth,  dipped  in  the  aq.  veg,  and  applied 
one  of  the  ends  to  the  upper  part  of  the  fore-arm, 
and  fecured  it  by  two  circular  turns-,  then  paffed 
it  up  to  the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm  by  means  of  re¬ 
ceded  turns  ;  two  turns  of  the  bandage  were  then 
paffed  under  the  oppofite  axilla,  the  head  of  the 
bone  brought  back  on  the  fhoulder,  and  retained 
there  by  an  aff  fiant;  whilft  the  furgeon  applied  three 
flrong  fplints  of  about  two  fingers  in  width;  one  in 
front,  extending  from  the  bend  of  the  elbow  as  high  as 
the  acromion,  the  two  others  were  placed  outfide  and 
backwards  reaching  from  the  external  condyle  and 
olecranon  to  the  fame  height  ;  the  roller  was  then 
paffed  over  the  fplints  from  above  downwards  in  the 
fame  manner  as  before,  and  finifhed  where  it  begun 
at  the  fuperior  part  of  the  fore-arm.  A  fluffed  pad 
was  placed  between  the  arm  and  the  trunk  :  its  width 
was  from  four  or  five  inches,  its  thicknefs,  at  its 
inferior  part,  was  from  two  to  three,  terminating 
fuperioriy  in  the  form  of  a  wedge  and  of  fufficient 
length  to  extend  from  the  axilla  to  the  bend  of 
the  elbow  ;  the  thinnefl  extremity  of  this  pad  was 
fixed  to  the  fuperior  part  of  the  bandage  with  two 
pins.  The  arm,  thus  fupported,  was  maintained 
|n  this  pofition  by  fome  turns  of  the  bandage  paffed 
round  the  trunk.  To  prevent  the  dreffings  being 
deranged,  they  were  covered  by  a  napkin  in  the  form 
of  a  body  bandage,  and  which  ferved  at  the  fame 
time  to  keep  the  fore-arm  half  bent,  as  in  a  fling. 

This 
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This  drcfllng  contained  the  fractured  portions  ex¬ 
tremely  well,  and  retained  the  arm  and  fhoulder  in 
a  ftate  of  perfed  immobility.  The  patient  expe¬ 
rienced  not  the  lead:  inconvenience  or  pain  during 
the  whole  of  the  treatment.  As  the  fradure  was 
(impie,  no  bleeding  or  particular  regimen  was  em¬ 
ployed;  the  d  re  flings  were  renewed  twice  before  it 
was  confolidated.  On  the  25th  day  they  were  en¬ 
tirely  relinquifhed  ;  but  by  way  of  caution,  the  arm 
was  retained  in  a  fling  until  the  30th.  The  patient 
left  the  hofpital  fome  days  afterwards  fo  completely 
cured,  that  it  was  not  poffible  by  the  touch  to  difco- 
ver  the  place  that  had  been  fradured. 


CASE  II. 

N  Ferrée,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1790,  frac- 
•  tured  the  right  humerus  very  near  its  neck  : 
(lie  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  the  next  day, 
and  treated  in  the  lame  manner  as  in  the  preceding 
cafe,  and  precifely  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  The  dref- 
fings  were  left  off  on  the  28th  day. 


Six  more  cafes  are  related  that  terminated  in  the  fame 
favourable  manner  from  the  mode  of  treatment  juft  de¬ 
ferred. 


Observa- 
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Observations  on  Fra&ures  of  the  fuperior  Part  of 

the  Humerus. 

The  diagnoftic  of  this  fpecies  of  frafture  is  not 
difficult  :  it  may  be  known  from  the  violence  of  the 
(hock,  and  the  cracking  that  attends  it,  the  pain, 
the  immobility  of  the  arm  when  left  to  itfelf,  and  its 
great  degree  of  mobility  when  influenced  by  external 
force;  the  fenfe  of  pricking  and  tearing  that  thefe 
motions  produce;  the  direction  of  the  humerus, 
forwards,  backwards,  inwards,  or  outwards,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  déplacement  ;  the  projection  of 
the  inferior  fragment,  the  inequalities  of  which  may 
be  felt  through  the  deltoid  or  peCtoralis  major;  the 
depreffion  remarked  on  the  (boulder,  lower  than  in  a 
luxation;  the  immobility  of  the  head  of  the  bone, 
which  is  eafy  to  difcover  when  there  is  not  much 
fwelling,  when  the  inferior  fragment  is  moved;  and 
by  the  crepitus,  which  may  be  heard  on  extending 
and  rotating  the  limb.  The  majority  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  in  many  particulars,  accord  with  a  luxation  of 
the  humerus  ;  and  from  this  circumflance  errors  often 
arife  in  the  treatment,  producing  very  ferious  confé- 
quences.  Thefe  may  be  avoided  by  an  attention  to 
the  charaCteriftic  figns  which  we  have  pointed  out 
under  the  article  of  luxation.  The  difplacement  of 
the  offious  fragments,  in  this  fpecies  of  fraAure,  is 
not  often  very  confiderable  ;  the  arm,  hanging  by  the 
fide  of  the  trunk,  keeps  up  by  its  weight  a  fort  of 

permanent 
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permanent  extenfion,  and  oppofes  by  this  means  a 
continual  refiftance  to  the  mufcular  contraction.  The 
reduction,  generally  fpeaking,  is  not  attended  with 
great  difficulty.  The  different  machines  invented  for 
the  purpofe  of  extenfion  become  abfolutely  ufelefs  if 
it  is  well  directed  by  the  means  of  the  hands  of  affili¬ 
ants.  It  is  fufficient,  to  obtain  the  neceffary  degree 
of  extenfion,  to  fix  the  trunk,  and  llightly  extend  the 
fore-arm  :  to  effeCt  it,  we  mull  adopt  the  advice  of 
Hippocrates  and  the  other  ancients,  and  place  the 
mufcles  in  a  Hate  of  relaxation  by  holding  the  arm 
at  a  little  dillance  from  the  body,  and  keeping  the 
fore-arm  half  bent.  The  extenfion  made  on  the  fore¬ 
arm,  as  in  Cafe  I.  offers  many  advantages.  Inde¬ 
pendent  of  its  being  eafier,  and  requiring  lefs  force 
than  when  made  on  the  fraCtured  arm,  it  admits  of 
the  affiliant  keeping  the  limb  in  the  fame  polition 
whilll  the  furgeon  applies  the  dreffings;  it  confe- 
quently  preferves  the  bones  in  that  Hate  of  appofition 
in  which  they  were  originally  placed.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  to  avoid  abandoning  the  extenfion  till  the  ban¬ 
dages  are  completely  applied,  we  make  ufe  of  the 
uninjured  arm  to  fupport  the  trunk  inflead  of  the 
hands  of  an  affiliant  being  applied  on  the  thorax  or 
flhoulders,  on  which  parts,  according  to  our  method, 
many  turns  of  the  bandage  are  expended,  vide  Cafe  I, 
Various  methods  have  been  fuggelled  to  retain  the 
portions  of  the  fraCtured  bone,  after  their  reduction. 
Hippocrates  does  not  appear  to  have  employed  any 
Other  bandage  th^n  what;  is  ufed  in  other  fraÇtures  of 

the 
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the  humérus;  his  directions  are  to  fix  the  arm  againft 
the  trunk  by  means  of  a  bandage  that  will  include 
both;  and  when  the  patient  wilhes  to  reft  it,  to  have 
a  pillow  or  thick  comprefles  fituated  between  the  ribs 
and  the  inferior  part  of  the  arm.  Celfus  employs 
the  fpica  bandage,  and  fixes,  like  Hippocrates,  the 
arm  againft  the  trank.  Paulus  Egineta  followed  the 
fame  method  as  Celfus,  to  which  he  added  the  ufe  of 
a  roller  expended  over  the  whole  arm  ;  a  method  that 
Avicenna  and  many  other  Arabian  phyficians  appear 
to  have  adopted.  The  greater  part  of  modern  prac¬ 
titioners  have  lehnquifhed  the  cuftom  purftied  by 
Paré  of  fixing  the  arm  to  the  theft.  Almoft  all  have 
rejected  the  ufe  of  the  roller  as  inconvenient  or  ufe- 
ltls.  Lamotte,  Heifter,  and  Henckel,  have  adopted 
the  (pica.  Petit,  Duverney,  and  many  others, 
are  contented  to  apply  on  the  arm  and  fhoulder 
comprefles  retained  on  by  the  18  tailed  bandage. 
There  are  even  tliofe  who  only  propofe  keeping  the 
arm  in  a  fling.  YVe  lhail  not  ftop  to  prove  the  in- 
fufficiency  ot  thefe  methods,  which  at  this  time  are 
generally  admitted.  It  is  evident  that  the  fling  and 
18  tailed  bandage  are  inadequate  to  the  retention  of 
the  fraCtured  portions,  and  the  fpica  will  neceflarily 
pufli  outwards  the  inferior  fragments.  The  inluffi- 
ciency  of  thefe  methods  induced  jVI.  Alolchati  to 
envelope  the  arm  and  fhoulder  in  a  quantity  of  tow 
dipped  in  the  white  of  an  egg,  and  fuftained  by  a 
bandage.  This  dreffing,  when  dry,  formed  a  kind 
of  box,  which  inclofed  the  parts  over  which  it  was 
\  oi.  II,  y  applied; 
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applied  ;*  but  this  bandage,  independent  of  its  in- 
convenience,  forms  no  oppofltion  to  the  motions  ot 
the  (boulder  nor  to  the  muicles  of  the  arm,  or  to  the 
déplacement  of  the  fraftured  portions,  which  will 
admit  of  being  moved  in  every  fen  le,  but  chiefly  in¬ 
wards,  particularly  when  the  arm  is  extended  on  a 
cuthion,  as  M.  Mofchati  recommends. 

The  drefling  employed  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  and 
which  is  deferibed  in  Cafe  I.  appears  to  be  the  moft 
advantageous.  In  this  laft  method,  the  fractured  ex¬ 
tremity  and  the  trunk,  form  as  it  may  be  faid  but 
one  body;  the  arm  and  the  fhoulder  do  not  admit  of 
partial  motion,  which  might  derange  the  fragments 
of  the  bones;  the  fide  of  the  cheft  is  oppofed  to  their 
déplacement  inwards,  whilft  they  receive  an  addi¬ 
tional  fnpport  from  the  ftrong  fplints  fituated  out¬ 
wards,  forwards,  and  backwards;  the  roller  that  we 
apply  on  the  arm  and  fhoulder,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  lupports,  tends  by  its  preflure  to  diminifh  the  bulk 
ot  the  mufcles,  prefles  them  againft  the  humerus,  and 
certainly  takes  otf  from  the  force  of  their  contraction. 
This  kind  of  compreflion  produces  alfo  another  ef¬ 
fect,  already  remarked  by  Avicenna,  that  of  refolv- 
ing  the  fwelling  and  eccymoiis.  The  kind  of  pad 
introduced  between  the  iide  of  the  arm  and  the 
thorax  preferves  thefe  parts  from  excoriations,  to 
which  they  would  be  fubjedl  from  immediate  con¬ 
tact:  it  lerves  alfo,  by  its  form,  to  favour  the  mod 
natural  flotation  of  the  arm  when  left  at  liberty, 

*  "V  oy.  Mem.  Acad,  Chir.  tom,  iv.  in  9to. 
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vlnch  is,  when  the  elbow  is  fituatecl  a  little 
liftance  from  the  trunk;  befides,  this  difpofition 
etains  the  inferior  part  of  the  fractured  portion 
nore  exadtly  in  a  date  of  apportion  with  the  fupe- 
ior  portion,  and  deftroys  that  tendency  which  it 
îaturally  has  to  be  carried  outwards  from  the  curva* 
ure  of  the  humerus,  and  particularly  by  the  action 
)f  the  deltoid,  which  is  inferted  at  its  external  paru 
f  it  fhould  occur,  as  it  has  fometimes  happened  ' 
inder  particular  circumftances,  that  the  inferior 
ragment  is  carried  inwards,  we  muft  then  change 
he  form  of  the  pad,  and  make  it  all  of  an  equal  de¬ 
cree  of  thicknefs,  according  to  the  obfervation  of 
Mr.  Le  Dran;  and  in  fome  cafes  the  upper  part 
hould  be  even  thicker,  and  thinner  where  it  corre* 
ponds  to  the  elbow. 

Long  experience  has,  however,  indifputably  efla« 
difhed  the  fuperiority  of  this  method.  All  the  pa** 
ients  on  whom  it  has  been  employed  have  been 
:ured  without  accident  or  deformity,  and  on  the 
tverage  in  the  fpace  of  26  or  30  days  ;  a  few  indivi- 
iuals  only  excepted,  whole  conduct  had  been  irre¬ 
gular. 


V  *  Cafe 
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Cafe  of  à  Wound  of  the  Stomach  followed  -with  Effufion 

in  the  abdominal  Cavity . 


[ByL.G.T.F  ournier  ,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

F  N.  Claufe,  26  years  of  age,  received  a  ftab 
•  with  a  knife  in  the  epigaftric  region  on  the  18th 
of  Odtob^r,  1790:  the  blade  of  this  infiniment,  fix 
inches  in  length,  and  from  eight  to  ten  lines  m 
width,  had  divided  the  cartilage  of  the  7th  of  the 
true  ribs  on  the  right  fide  at  one  inch  from  its  ante¬ 
rior  extremity.  The  wound  was  an  inch  in  width, 
oblique  in  its  direftion,  extending  from  right  to  left, 
from  above  downwards,  and  from  before  backwards. 
This  man  was  fenfelefs  when  brought  into  the  Hôtel 
Dieu,  which  was  two  hours  after  the  accident.  The 
perfens  who  accompanied  him  faid,  that  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  it  happened  he  had  juft  left  a  company 
where  he  had  eat  a  plentiful  fupper,  and  had  got  ine¬ 
briated  with  brandy  and  wine;  they  obferved,  that 
the  inftant  he  received  the  ftroke,  he  vomited  up  the 

aliment  mixed  with  blood,  and  afterwards  a  confi- 

*  » 

derable  quantity  of  pure  blood.  A  fimilar  vomiting 
returned  as  foon  as  he  was  put  to  bed.  He  foon 
complained  of  violent  third,  and  of  pain  in  the  epi- 
gaftric  region:  his  body  was  covered  with  a  cold 
fweat,  iiis  pulfe  fmall  and  concentrated,  and  his  re* 
fpiration  quick  and  difficult.  Thefe  fymptoms, 

conjoined 
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conjoined  with  the  direction  of  the  wound,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  vomiting  of  blood,  fufficiently  indicated 
an  injury  of  the  ftomach,  From  this  circumftance 
he  was  only  permitted  to  allay  his  third;  by  a  few 
fpoonfuls  of  drink  taken  at  dated  periods  ;  a  fmall 
piece  of  lint  was  applied  on  the  wound,  and  an  emol¬ 
lient  cataplafm  over  the  whole  abdomen,  and  to  the 
inferior  part  of  the  thorax.  The  patient  was  laid  on 
his  back,  and  recommended  to  obferve  a  (late  of  the 
mod  abfolute  red.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  he  com¬ 
pletely  recovered  his  recollection,  his  pulfe  beat  with 
more  frequency  and  freedom  ;  his  refpiration  was  dill 
difficult.  The  patient,  redlefs  and  agitated,  com¬ 
plained  principally  of  a  fenfe  of  uneafinefs  in  the 
epigadric  region.  The  condant  naufea  and  fyncopes 
that  now  attacked  him  feemed  to  announce  his  ap¬ 
proaching  death.  Thefe  fymptoms  feemed  mitigated 
a  little  the  following  night  ;  he  was  attacked  how¬ 
ever  with  fome  fhiverings,  and  fighed  frequently. 
Towards  the  morning  he  feemed  to  enjoy  a  tranquil 
deep  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour.  The  fécond  day  the 
abdomen  preferved  its  natural  degree  of  foftnefs,  but 
the  epigadric  region  was  very  painful.  From  the 
flrength  of  the  pulfe  he  was  bled  to  the  quantity  of 
fix  or  eight  ounces,  which  operation  wras  repeated 
in  the  evening.  The  third;  w^as  extreme  ;  but  the 
fame  practice  was  continued  of  giving  him  only  a  few 
fpoonfuls  at  a  time  of  the  decoction  of  dog’s  tooth, 
acidulated  with  fyrup  of  lemons  ;  this,  with  nowr  and 
then  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  light  foup,  formed  the 
whole  of  his  nourifliment,  The  third  day,  after  a 

V  3  moderate 
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moderate  good  night,  he  felt  an  increafe  of  the  pain 
in  the  epigaftric  region,  which  extended  more  and 
more  to  the  left  fide.  Every  fpoonful  of  drink,  as 
foon  as  fwallowed,  afforded  a  fenfation  as  if  diffufed 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen:  this  extraordinary 
fymptom  occalioned  a  little  uneafinefs,  but  not 
amounting  to  pain.  The  third:  was  more  moderate 
than  in  the  preceding  days,  the  pulfe  fofter,  though 
frequent  and  raifed  ;  from  this  circutnftance,  a  third 
bleeding  was  ordered.  From  the  oblique  fit  nation  of 
the  wound,  and  its  pafTage  through  the  cartilage,  it 
was  not  well  adapted  to  afford  iffue  to  a  fluid  which 
to  all  appearance  was  diffufed  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  ;  of  courfe  \t  was  unneceffary  to  lay  the 
patient  on  his  wound.  The  diffufed  matters  now 
feemed  as  if  collected  in  the  left  hypochondrium  ;  at 
lead:  there  was  reafon  to  htppofe  fo,  from  the  fenfe  of 
weight  the  patient  experienced  at  the  part  :  he  was 
always  eafier  when  laying  on  his  left  fide,  a  podtion 
which  he  obferved  the  remainder  of  the  treatment. 
Until  this  period,  the  appearance  of  the  abdomen  had 
been  nearly  natural  ;  it  began  to  fwell  the  next  day,  but 
was  not  accompanied  with  any  fort  of  tendon.  From 
the  difficulty  in  refpiration,  the  pain  in  the  hypo¬ 
chondrium,  the  hardnefs  and  frequency  of  the  pulfe, 
it  became  neceffary  to  repeat  the  bleeding,  and 
which  was  twice  performed  on  the  next  day.  The 
fenfe  of  third;  now  began  to  abate,  the  pulfe  preferved 
its  frequency,  but  was  fofter  and  lefs  elevated  ;  the 
breathing  became  eafier,  but  was  dill  impeded  by  a 
fixed  pain,  which  occupied  the  epigaftric  region  and 
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the  left  hypochondrinm.  A  kind  of  bilious  purging 
came  on,  fubfequent  to  an  enema  of  pure  water  that 
was  thrown  up,  with  the  intention  of  foftening  the 
indurated  fæces  contained  in  the  rectum  :  this  purg¬ 
ing,  which  was  moderate  until  the  12th  day  of  the 
difeafe,  increafed  fo  as  to  produce  uneafinefs.  In  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days  it  difappeared  by  the  ufe  of  a 
deco&ion  of  rice  with  fyrup  of  quinces.  Some  time 
after  it  returned  in  the  fame  manner  as  before,  and 
did  not  ceafe  until  the  55th  day.  During  this  pe¬ 
riod  the  matters  were  yellow,  fluid,  and  inodorous* 
After  the  1 6th  day  nothing  palled  from  the  (tomach 
into  the  abdominal  cavity.  By  the  28th  the  external 
wound  was  nearly  cicatrized.  At  this  period,  the 
effuiion  was  circumscribed,  and  did  not  extend  be¬ 
yond  the  epigaftric  region  and  the  left  hypochon- 
drium.  Prellure  on  the  other  parts  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  produced  no  pain;  the  belly  was  fwelled,  but 
uniform  ;  a  conhderable  quantity  of  effufed  mat¬ 
ters  were  fituated  towards  the  angle  of  the  falfe 
ribs  of  the  left  fide;  the  pulfe  was  fmall  and 
frequent.  On  the  48th  day,  there  was  perceived 
a  diftindl  tumor,  inftead  of  this  effufion  :  in  its  cen¬ 
ter  there  was  a  flight  degree  of  fludluation,  the  reft 
was  hard  and  tenie;  the  pain  was  confiant  throughout 
its  whole  mais,  and  became  pulfatory  at  intervals; 
the  fluctuation  began  to  extend,  and  fwelled  more 
and  more;  the  integuments  became  flightly  inflamed, 
and  grew  thin  towards  the  cartilages  of  the  laft  ribs, 
where  the  tumor  feemed  to  point, 
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When  the  purging  had  fubfided,  fome  folid  ali¬ 
ment  was  allowed,  and  from  this  time  he  began  tq 
regain  his  ftrength.  The  83d  day  of  the  difeafe 
appeared  the  favourable  moment  for  an  operation  to 
procure  the  difcharge  of  the  matters  collected  in  this 
tumor.  Mr.  Default  made  an  opening  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  part,  in  the  direction  of  the  fibres  of  the  external 
oblique  mufde  :  the  incifion  was  two  inches  in  length, 
and  afforded  iffue  to  a  great  quantity  pf  white  well 
conditioned  pus,  mixed  only  with  fome  flriated 
blood.  A  fmall  linen  tent  was  introduced,  one  end 
of  which  was  left  out  of  the  wound,  over  which  a 
poultice  was  applied.  The  patient,  who  fuffered 
much  before  the  operation,  experienced  at  pre- 
fent  only  a  fmarting  fenfation,  infeparable  from  a 
recent  wound.  In  the  evening  he  was  allowed  fome 
foup.  The  next  day  the  pulfe  was  freer  and  lefs 
frequent,  and  three  days  after  was  perfectly  natural. 
The  linen  tent  was  fupprefled  the  next  day,  as  the 
lips  of  the  wound  were  fufficiently  feparate  to  admit 
the  difcharge  of  the  fluid.  The  orifice  was  only  co¬ 
vered  with  a  piece  of  fine  linen  pierced  with  fmall 
holes,  with  the  intention  of  permitting  the  difcharge 
of  the  pus,  and  preventing  at  the  fame  time  the  ad- 
miffion  of  the  poultice.  The  cure  of  the  abcefs  pro¬ 
ceeded  as  ufual,  and  the  patient  was  difmiffed  the 
hofpital  33  days  after  the  incifion,  and  the  115th 
after  the  accident,  in  the  full  poffeffion  of  all  his 
functions.  There  remained  only  a  fmall  fiflplous 
opening,  affording  a  very  fmall  difcharge,  and  which 
in  a  few  weeks  perfedly  healed.  This  man  has  fince 

enjoyed 


(  3”  ) 

enjoyed  the  fame  Hate  of  health  as  before  the  acci¬ 
dent. 

^  • 


Cafe  of  a  penetrating  Wound  with  an  Injury  to  the 

Arch  of  the  Colon. 

[By  the  fame.] 

ON  the  9th  of  January,  1791,  Charles  Morel 
was  wounded  by  accident  with  the  point  of  a 
knife  in  the  left  hypochondrium  :  it  pafled  in  to 
fome  degree  of  depth  between  the  two  laft  ribs  to¬ 
wards  their  cartilages,  when  it  was  withdrawn  by  a 
perfon  witnefs  to  the  accident.  The  wound  was 
tranfverfe  and  ten  lines  in  width,  which  was  about  the 
width  of  the  inftrument.  A  violent  hemorrhage  im¬ 
mediately  fucceeded  followed  by  vomiting,  by  which 
he  difcharged  the  dinner  he  had  juft  eaten.  Two 
hours  afterwards,  when  he  was  brought  into  the  Hôtel 
Dieu,  a  fmall  quantity  of  thick  black  blood  was  dif¬ 
charged  from  the  wound  of  the  odour  of  fæces  :  he 
experienced  confiderable  naufea,  accompanied  with 
exceffive  thirft.  The  lituation  of  the  wound,  and  the 
fmell  of  the  fluid  difcharged,  gave  rife  to  a  fufpicion 
that  the  arch  of  the  colon  was  wounded  ,*  a  conjec- 
ture;  the  truth  of  which  was  fully  confirmed  by  the 

fubfequent 
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fubfequent  fymptoms.  A  piece  of  linen,  perforated 
with  fmall  holes,  was  applied  immediately  to  the 
furface  of  the  wound,  and  over  this  a  poultice,  co¬ 
vering  alfo  the  whole  abdomen.  The  patient  was 
laid  on  the  wounded  fide  to  favour  the  difcharge,  and 
prevent  if  poffible  any  colle&ion  in  the  abdominal 
cavity.  A  rigid  diet  was  enjoined,  with  the  ufe  of 
the  pe&oral  decoftion,  fweetened  with  fyrup  of  mafh- 
mallows.  In  the  evening,  the  remainder  of  the  ali¬ 
ment  in  the  ftomach  was  rejeded  by  vomiting  :  he 
palfed  a  tolerable  night,  in  the  courfe  of  which  a 
greater  quantity  of  blood,  retaining  a  fæcal  ffnell, 
was  difcharged  than  the  evening  before.  The  next 
day,  the  parts  contiguous  to  the  wround  were  ex¬ 
tremely  fenfible  to  the  touch,  the  pulfe  frequent,  but 
neither  elevated  or  hard  :  he  was  bled  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  which  operation,  from  the  ftrengthof  the  pulfe,  was 
repeated  in  the  evening.  The  abdomen  was  now  tenfe 
and  painful, and  the  edges  of  the  wround  began  to  tumi- 
fy;  the  difcharge  found  on  the  poultice  was  more  fluid 
and  fetid  than  before.  The  patient,  who  had  had 
no  flools  fince  the  accident,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night 
difcharged  by  the  anus  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
fluid  mixed  with  coagula  and  excrements  :  thefe  eva¬ 
cuations  appeared  to  afford  him  fome  eale;  the  belly 
was  lefs  painful.  The  third  day,  although  the  fwel- 
ling  had  increafed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  WQund,  the 
fkin  was  hot,  the  pulfe  railed  and  frequent,  and  the 
tlnrft  violent.  A  fmall  quantity  of  blood  oozed  from 
the  ivound,  and  which  (till  retained  the  fame  odour. 
A  third  bleeding  produced  no  leniible  effect.  On 
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the  4th  day,  the  poultice  was  tinged  with  a  reddifli 
fan  ies,  of  a  very  fetid  fmell  ;  the  pulfe  natural,  but 
the  pain  in  the  head  violent  *  As  the  patient  had 
not  had  any  evacuation  for  24  hours,  it  was  judged 
proper  to  throw  up  a  clyfter  :  notwithftanding  it  was 
adminiftered  with  the  greateft  caution,  and  only  half 
the  quantity  ufed  that  is  generally  employed,  fome 
of  it  was  difcharged  by  the  wound*  This  remedy 
was,  however,  followed  with  three  copious  {tools* 
compofed  of  thick  black  blood.  From  the  ftate  of 
the  pulfe  it  was  deemed  neceflary  to  repeat  the 
bleeding  in  the  evening  :  the  pain  in  the  head  fub- 
fided,  and  the  patient  enjoyed  three  hours  continued 
fleep.  The  6th,  the  pulfe  was  natural  and  the  belly 
foft  ;  the  edges  of  the  wound,  though  red,  were  free 
from  pain,  except  under  the  circumftance  of  flrong 
infpiration*  A  fécond  enema  was  given  this  day, 
with  the  fame  precautions  as  the  firft  ;  a  confiderable 
part  of  it  was  again  difcharged  by  the  wound,  and 
was  followed  with  ftools  fimilar  to  the  preceding* 
The  wound  now  only  furnilhed  a  reddifh  fanies, 
fmall  in  quantity,  retaining  only  a  faint  fecal  fmell. 
On  the  7th,  the  enema  that  was  thrown  up  again 
pafled  out  of  the  wound,  but  the  flatus,  which  before 
had  pafled  through  this  aperture,  now  took  another 
rout.  From  this  period  the  fæces  alone,  unmixed 
with  blood,  pafled  through  this  aperture.  A  fmall 
quantity  of  light  folid  aliment  was  now  allowed. 
The  wound  was  kept  dilated  with  a  doflil  of  lint  to 
favour  the  difcharge,  and  to  prevent  it  accumulating 
under  its  edges.  A  firm  folid  cicatrix  now  formed, 
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and  the  patient  left  the  hofpital  on  the  50th  day  after 
his  admiffion,  without  the  leaft  inconvenience  re¬ 
maining  from  the  accident. 


An  Ext  raft  from  Schmucker's  Chirurgical  Works ,  tr  {inf¬ 
lated  from  the  German  by  G .  Reumont . 

CASE  I. 

i 

A  Luxation  of  the  cervical  Vertebra ,  cured  by  Mr .  Sel- 

.  //#,  Army-Surgeon . 


LUXATIONS  of  the  vertebræ,  from  the  confe- 
quent  preffure  on  the  fpinal  marrow,  are  aN 
tended  with  peculiar  danger,  and  are  generally  fatal, 
unlefs  immediately  remedied.  A  foldier,  belonging 
to  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  fell  off  his  horfe  backwards: 
he  remained  on  the  fpot  without  fenfe  or  motion. 
A  furgeon  was  fent  for$  who,  feeing  the  head  tum¬ 
bling  about  in  an  extraordinary  manner  and  in  every 
direction  merely  by  its  own  weight,  contented  himfelf 
with  ordering  it  to  be  fupported  by  two  of  his  com¬ 
panions,  whilfl  Mr.  Sellin  was  fent  for,  who  arrived 
ten  minutes  afterwards.  The  face  at  this  time  was 
extremely  fwelled,  and  prefented  the  idea  of  a  perfon 

firangled  ; 


✓ 


(  3!S  ) 

ftrangled  ;  the  eyes  projected  from  their  orbits,  the 
eye-lids  were  half  clofed,  the  mouth  gaping,  the 
tongue  immoveable,  the  pulfe  infenfible,  and  refpira- 
tion  fo  flow  that  he  made  but  one  infpiration  each 
minute.  Mr.  Sellin  examined  the  parts  with  as  much 
attention  as  the  urgency  of  the  occafion  would  permit; 
he  fatisfied  himfelf  that  there  was  no  fra&ure  of  the 
proceflus  odontoides,  but  that  the  vertebrae  of  the 
neck  were  luxated  backwards,  and  that  their  bodies 
comprefled  the  fpinal  marrow.  Mr.  Sellin  defired 
one  afliftant  to  raife  the  head  by  embracing  it  on  the 
inferior  part  with  his  two  hands,  whilft  another 
pufhed  the  trunk  downwards.  A  feeble  extenfion 
was  then  made,  which  was  gradually  increafed. 
When  the  furgeon  thought  that  it  had  been  kept  up 
for  a  fufficient  time,  he  pufhed  the  luxated  vertebræ 
into  their  proper  fituation:  by  moving  the  head,  he 
found  it  firm  in  its  fituation;  the  neck  was  rubbed 
with  volatile  fpirit ,  and  the  head  kept  raifed  by 
means  of  a  bandage.  The  patient  was  made  to  fwal- 
low  a  fmall  quantity  of  laudanum.  In  about  five 
minutes  he  began  to  breath,  his  refpiration  became 
free,  the  pulfe  flronger,  and  he  now  opened  his 
mouth  and  eyes.  A  few  more  drops  of  laudanum 
were  now  given  ;  and  the  pulfe  being  freer,  he  was 
bled  to  the  quantity  only  of  one  ounce;  he  now  be¬ 
gan  to  fpeak,  and  fignified  by  his  difeourfe  that  he 
was  completely  ignorant  of  every  circumftance  that 
had  pafled  :  he  was  kept  low,  and  a  faponaceou* 
liniment  applied  to  the  part.  This  foldier  was  able 
to  ftand  upright  at  the  end  of  three  days,  and  at  the 
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expiration  of  eight  was  completely  well  and  able  to 
return  to  the  fervice. 


CASE  II. 

A  "Luxation  of  the  lafl  Dor  fat  on  the  firfi  Lumbar  Der- 

tebr* . 


[By  Mr.  Rudeger,  Surgeon  to  the  King  of  Pruf- 

fia’s  Body  Guard.') 


AMoufquétaire  in  Prince  Henry’s  regiment  re¬ 
ceived  a  violent  blow  on  the  back  from  a  wall 
which  fell  in  whilft  he  was  employed  in  demolilhing 
it  :  his  head  got  inclofed,  or  indeed  depended  between 
two  pieces  of  timber  work.  From  this  fituation  he 
was  with  difficulty  difengaged;  he  was  already  de¬ 
prived  of  fenfe,  and  breathed  with  extreme  difficulty. 
As  foon  as  he  recovered  his  recolle&ion,  he  com¬ 
plained  of  violent  pain  in  the  bread  :  he  was  taken 
home  ;  and  on  Mr.  Rudeger’s  examination  it  was 
found  that  the  laft  dorfal  vertebrae  was  luxated  on  the 
hrfl  lumbar,  and  had  pafied  three  fingers  breadth 
beyond  its  edges  :  this  derangement  was  fituated  to 
the  right  and  backwards.  The  patient  was  put  to 

bed 
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bed  and  laid  on  his  belly,  and  extenfion  kept  up  by 
means  of  affiftants.  The  iurgeon  was  able,  with 
great  difficulty,  to  reduce  the  bones,  which  were 
again  difplaced  as  foon  as  the  exteniion  was  relin- 
quilhed.  Mr.  Rudiger  defired  four  men  to  keep  up 
the  extenfion  for  feveral  hours,  whilft  an  affiftant  re¬ 
tained  the  vertebras  in  their  polition  by  compreffing 
them  with  his  hands.  To  thefe  means  were  fubfti- 
tuted  thick  comprefles  dipped  in  camphorated  lpirit 
and  aq.  vegeto  min.  on  which  a  fmall  board,  fup- 
porting  a  weight  of  fifty  pounds,  was  placed.  A 
febrifuge  potion  was  ordered  to  be  taken  every  three 
hour?,  an  enema  to  be  adminiftered,  and  the  patient 
to  be  bled.  The  next  day  the  weight  was  taken  off, 
and  thick  graduated  compreffies,  dipped  in  the  above 
mentioned  liquor,  were  applied  to  the  part  affebted; 
thefe  were  retained  by  means  of  a  tight  bandage* 
In  the  evening,  as  the  pain  had  not  fubfided,  and  the 
pulfe  remained  the  fame,  bleeding  was  prefcribed  to 
the  quantity  of  eight  ounces.  The  patient  remained 
'■extended  on  his  belly  for  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight, 
with  the  fuperior  part  of  his  cheft  railed  higher  than 
the  pelvis,  with  the  intention  that  the  bodies  of  the 
vertebra?  (hould  be  brought  into  more  exabt  appor¬ 
tion.  During  this  time  the  dreffings  were  renewed 
every  two  days,  and  the  comprefles  wet  with  the  fame 
liquor.  On  the  third  day,  fome  blood  and  purulent 
matter  was  difcharged  with  the  urine,  and  on  the 
fourth  only  pus.  As  the  pulfe  ftill  remained  feverifh, 
two  drachms  of  bark,  divided  into  four  dofes,  were 

ordered  to  be  taken  every  day.  By  the  20th  day, 

the 
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the  patient  was  able  to  lay  on  his  back,  and  totvarcfs 
the  end  of  the  4th  week  the  ligaments  had  acquired 
fufficient  firmnefs  to  retain  the  vertebræ  in  their  na¬ 
tural  fituatiom  The  patient  was  allowed  to  fit  down 
and  to  ufe  fome  flight  degree  of  motion.  Some  days 
afterwards,  the  dreffings  were  left  off,  and  the  back 
only  rubbed  with  camphorated  fpirit.  At  the  end  of 
fix  weeks  his  ftrength  was  fufficiently  eftablifhed  for 
him  to  exercife  the  trade  of  a  mafon  as  before.  This 
cafe  clearly  proves  that  the  fpinal  marrow  and  nerves 
will  admit  of  violent  diftenfion  without  producing  a 
fatal  termination* 


( 


Cafe  of  a  confiderable  Emphyfema ,  confequent  to  a  JVound 

of  the  Pharynx . 


[By  Mr.  Morel,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

% 

N  J AC O BIN  received  a  blow  with  the  button 

•  of  a  fencing  foil,  which  paffed  obliquely  up 

the  right  noftril  into  the  lateral  and  left  part  of  the 

pharynx  :  it  palfecl  in  to  fuch  a  depth,  that  his  own 

repeated  efforts,  joined  to  thofe  of  his  opponent, 

were  icarcely  fufficient  to  extraôf  it.  On  its  extrac- 
.  • 

tion  the  pain  immediately  .ceafed.  From  this  he 
conceived  it  of  no  moment,  and  continued  to  fence 

for 


(  3J9  ) 

for  fome  time  afterwards.  An  hour  afterwards  he. 
perceived  that  his  neck  fwelled  rapidly,  though  un¬ 
attended  with  pain  :  he  inftantly  determined  to  go 
to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  At  this  time  a  confiderable  em- 
phyfema  occupied  the  whole  neck,  but  principally  the 
left  fide.  The  whole  tumor  was  covered  with  a 
poultice  of  rice  meal  boiled  in  an  emollient  decoc¬ 
tion,  rendered  refolutive  by  moiftening'  it  with 
the  aq.  veg.  min.  The  patient  was  kept  to  an  anti- 
phlogiftic  regimen,  with  a  relaxing  ptifan  acidulated 
with  oxymel.  From  the  fulnefs  of  the  pulfe,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  bleed  him  in  the  evening.  The 
pulfe  remained  the  fame  the  next  day,  when  the  neck 
was  affected  with  rather  an  acute  pain  ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night  the  emphyfema  had  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  render  refpiration  and  deglutition 
extremely  painful.  From  thefe  fymptoms  he  was 
again  bled  to  the  quantity  of  9  or  10  ounces,  which 
however  produced  no  fenfible  advantage;  the  ufe  of 
the  poultice  was  now  omitted,  and  fomentations  with 
oxycrat  fubftituted  in  its  ftead.  On  the  3d  day,  the 
fame  fymptoms  fubfifted  :  another  bleeding  did  not 
afford  any  relief.  The  next  day  he  was  the  fame  ; 
and  independent  of  the  fymptoms  mentioned,  he  had 
obftru&ions  in  the  primæ  viæ;  from  this  circum- 

ftance  a  grain  of  emetic  tartar  wa*  added  to  his  ordi- 

$ 

nary  drink,  which  produced  a  copious  evacuation: 
from  this  moment  the  fymptoms  rapidly  diminifhed. 
By  the  5th  day,  the  pain  in  the  neck  had  nearly  fub- 
iided,  the  emphyfematous  fwelling  confiderably  lefs, 
and  refpiration  and  deglutition  much  eafiert  the 
Vol.  II|  X  foulnefs 
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foulnefs  of  the  tongue,  and  the  bitternefs  in  the 
mouth,  did  not  fubfide  until  the  6th  day,  when  the 
fame  medicine  was  repeated.  By  the  7th,  the  em- 
phyfema  had  almoft  totally  difappeared.  At  this 
time  a  hard  tumor  appeared  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
neck  :  it  was  deep  feated,  and  attended  with  pain, 
and  in  the  end  terminated  in  an  abcefs.  Eight  days 
afterwards,  the  pus  was  difeharged  by  the  mouth  ; 
the  pain  now  totally  ceafed,  and  the  patient  was 
perfectly  cured  after  a  refidence  of  three  weeks  in 
die  hofpital. 


Cafe  of  a  Gun-Jkot  IVound  in  the  Hand ,  complicated 
with  Luxation  of  the  index  and  middle  Finger. 

[By  Mr.  Burden,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

■KTTCOLAS  Delaize,  27  years  of  age,  in  charg- 
•L'  ing  a  canon  was  unfortunate  enough  to  have 
the  cartridge  take  fire,  which  burft  in  his  hand. 
Stunned  by  the  noife  and  by  the  powder,  which  had 
burnt  his  eye-lafhes,  he  did  not  perceive  that  his  hand 
was  wounded  until  he  had  got  to  a  lioufe  near  where 
the  accident  happened.  The  hemorrhage,  which 
was  confiderable,  was  flopped,  and  the  patient  taken 
to  the  hofpital  of  St.  Louis.  The  wound  of  the 
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hand  extended  from  the  fuperiorpart  of the  ospififormc 
to  the  outfide  of  the  firft  phalange  of  the  thumb, 
and  defcribed  a  curve,  whofe  convexity  was  turned 
towards  that  intervening  fpace  which  feparates  the 
thumb  from  the  index  finger.  From  the  middle  part 
of  this  divifion  there  was  another  wound,  which  termi¬ 
nated  in  the  fpace  fituated  between  the  ring  and  the 
middle  finger.  By  feparating  the  edges  of  this 
wound  the  palmar  aponeurofis  might  be  feen,  as  well 
as  the  tom  ends  of  the  flexor  tendons  of  the  indicator 
and  raedius  mufcles  ;  the  ligaments  which  unite  the 
fingers  to  the  fécond  and  third  bone  of  the  meta¬ 
carpus  were  broke,  the  capfular  ligaments  opened, 
and  expofed  the  heads  of  the  fame  bones,  which  pro¬ 
jected  above  an  inch  before  the  firft  phalanges  of  the 
fingers  with  which  they  were  luxated.  The  furgeon 
in  waiting  at  the  hofpital,  after  he  had  perfectly 
cleaned  the  wound,  proceeded  to  the  reduction  of  the 
luxated  fingers  in  the  following  manner:  he  began 
with  the  middle  finger,  which  he  embraced  with  one 
hand  ;  and  whilfl  an  afliflant  kept  up  a  counter-ex- 
tenfion  on  the  inferior  part  of  the  fore-arm,  he  pre^ 
ferved  the  extenfion  on  the  finger  in  drawing  it,  firft 
according  to  the  direction  in  which  it  was  then  fitua¬ 
ted,  then  conducing  it  forwards,  whilfl  he  formed  a 
fupport  with  the  thumb  againfl  the  fécond  head  of 
the  metacarpal  bone  ;  the  reduction  was  effected 
without  pain;  the  reduction  of  the  index  finger  was 
completed  in  the  fame  manner;  the  wound  was 
d relied  with  dry  lint,  retained  on  by  compreffes  and  a 
bandage  drawn  moderately  tight.  In  the  courfe  of 
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the  night  there  was  a  flight  hemorrhage,  which  was 
flopped  by  renewing  the  application  of  the  lint,  and 
by  drawing  the  bandage  fomewliat  tighter.  The 
next  day  the  lint  was  not  even  tinged  with  blood. 
The  whole  hand  was  covered  with  an  emollient  poul¬ 
tice,  which  was  rendered  (lightly  refolutive  by 
fprinkling  it  with  aromatic  wine  ;  the  (late  of  the 
pulfe  determined  the  furgeon  to  bleed  him  twice  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  and  to  reftrift  him  to  a  fevere 
diet.  The  4th  day,  the  pains  became  more  acute, 
the  fwelling  incrcafed,  and  the  wound  at  this  time 
had  begun  to  fuppurate  ;  the  poultices  were  ft  ill  kept 
moift  with  the  aromatic  wine.  From  the  4th  to  the 
8th  day  the  fuppuration  became  abundant,  but  fam¬ 
ous  and  fetid;  rotten  pieces  of  cellular  fubftance 
were  detached  from  the  wound,  under  which  red 

7  * 

granulations  were  remarked.  On  the  15th  day,  the 
pains  had  confiderabiy  diminifhed,  the  difcharge  of 
the  pus  was  lets,  but  improved  in  quality;  it  was, 
however,  ftill  fetid,  and  by  preiTure  it  appeared  as  if 
difcharged  from  finulfes  that  communicated  with  an 
abcefs  fituated  under  the  palm  of  the  hand.  Three 
weeks  after  the  accident,  a  crepitus  might  be  heard  on 

0 

moving  the  firft  phalange  of  the  index  finger  on  the 
head  of  the  fécond  bone  of  the  metacarpus;  this  crepitus 
was  attributed  to  the  articular  furfaces  being  denuded. 
This  remark  did  not  caufe  any  alteration  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  drefting.  At  this  period,  the  fwelling  had 
nearly  entirely  diffipated,  the  fuppuration  lefs  abun¬ 
dant,  and  cicatrization  far  advanced.  At  the  end  of 
50  days  of  this  wound,  there  remained  only  a  fiftu- 
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Ions  opening  fitnated  between  the  thumb  and  index 
finger:  this  finus  difcharged  a  fmall  quantity  of  very 
fluid  and  fanious  pus.  On  the  78th  day,  as  the 
fiflula  remained  in  the  fame  htuation,  it  was  judged 
expedient  to  enlarge  it  by  the  introduction  of  fome 
minium;  the  efchar  floughed  off  two  days  afterwards, 
and  expofed  a  portion  ot  moveable  bone;  it  was  ex¬ 
tracted  with  a  pair  of  forceps  without  any  difficulty. 
This  fequeflered  piece  of  bone  appeared  like  half  the 
head  of  the  fécond  bone  of  the  metacarpus.  Four 
days  after  its  extration  the  fiftula  was  perfetly  cured, 
and  when  the  patient  left  the  hofpital  there  remained 
no  veflige  of  this  complicated  wound,  except  a  little 
rigidity  in  the  joints  of  thofe  fingers  that  had  been 
luxated,  which  will  lubfide  by  exercife, 
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FiJluLe  in  Ano  treated  by  Ligature. 

CASE  I. 

Of  a  complete  Fijlula  of  a  J, mall  Depths  where  the  In - 

tefiine  was  not  expofed . 

\ 

[By  Mr.  Bocjillaud,  Surgeon  to  the  Hotel  Dieu. 7 

PRUDENCE  Huguet,  32  years  of  age,  had  an 
abcefs  formed  about  the  ver^e  of  the  anus  fub- 
fequent  to  a  laborious  labour  :  it  was  opened  by  in- 
cifion  at  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  and  emollient  cataplafms 
applied  to  the  part  ;  the  intefline  was  not  denuded, 
the  hardnefs  and  pain  foon  difappeared,  and  the  fup- 
puration  diminifhed  to  fuch  a  degree  that  the  patient 
believed  herfelf  cured,  and  left  the  hofpital  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  Mr.  Default’s  advice.  Six  months  afterwards 
Ihe  was  admitted  for  a  complete  fiftula,  the  external 
opening  of  which  was  fituated  in  front  and  to  the 
right,  one  inch  and  a  half  from  the  margin  of  the 
anus;  at  the  part  where  the  fkin  had  been  incifed,  the 
internal  opening  was  an  inch  up  the  re&um.  The 
intefline  was  not  denuded  even  at  this  period,  but  in¬ 
durations  were  felt,  which  occupied  the  half  of  its 
circumference  and  extended  on  the  buttocks  the  whole 
length  of  the  fiftula,  and  much  beyond  its  external 
opening-,  the  fever  and  pain  at  the  part  fubfided  by 
the  obfervance  of  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen  and  by 

the 
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the  ufe  of  the  poultice,  which  tended  alfo  to  increafe 
the  fuppuration.  Thefe  indurations  were  nearly  all 
refolved  at  the  fame  time-,  for  by  the  8th  day  they 
only  extended  fome  lines  along  the  courfe  of  the 
fiftula.  This  moment  appeared  favourable  for  the 
operation,  which  was  done  the  fame  day  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner  : 

The  patient  being  laid  on  the  fame  fide  as  the  fif¬ 
tula,  the  left  thigh  flightly  bent,  and  the  buttocks 
feparated  by  an  affiliant,  the  furgeon  paffed  the  index 
finger  of  his  left  hand  up  the  rectum,  and  with  his 
right  hand  introduced  the  probe  ( -plate  4,  fig.  2)  into 
the  external  orifice  of  the  fiftula,  pufhing  it  gently 
forward  through  the  internal  orifice  lituated  in  the 
gut,  preffing  it  again  ft  the  finger  of  his  left  hand:* 
he  then  palled  the  canula  (jig,  3)  on  the  probe,  and 
by  means  of  the  finger  in  the  redtum  was  enabled  to 
condudt  the  extremities  -both  of  one  and  the  other 
outwards  by  the  anus 5  an  operation  attended  with 
little  pain,  from  the  courfe  of  the  fiftulæ,  and  from 
the  nature  of  the  opening-  ;  the  lurgeon  then  with¬ 
drew  the  probe,  and  fubftituted  in  its  room  a  leaden 
thread;  he  afterwards  retraced  the  canula,  leaving  the 
lead  to  remain  in  the  fiftula  ;  he  then  approached  the 
ends  of  the  lead  and  introduced  them  into  the  canula, 
(jig.  9),  which  he  pulhed  as  high  as  the  external 
opening  of  the  fiftula  ;  he  then  folded  the  ends  of 
the  leaden  thread,  each  on  its  diftinél  fide  in  the 
fiffures  x  (jig.  10)  of  the  canula;  then  cut  them  off 
at  the  length  of  one  line  and  a  half:  the  contiguous 
parts  were  guarded  by  doffiisoflint*  This  ligature 
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produced  no  pain,  nor  even  prevented  the  patient 
from  walking.  No  adherence  to  any  particular  regi¬ 
men  was  obferved,  nor  any  other  dreffing  attended  to 
but  changing  the  lint  when  moiftened  by  the  fuppu- 
ration,  &.c.  The  third  day  the  ligature  was  loolened  : 
it  was  again  tightened  in  the  fame  manner  every  three 
or  four  days,  until  the  21ft  day,  when  the  parts  in¬ 
cluded  by  the  leaden  thread  were  found  completely 
divided:  a  Imall  fiffure  only  remained,  which  was 
kept  open  for  three  days  by  the  introdu&ion  of  lint 
to  prevent  the  edges  uniting  before  it  healed  from  the 
bottom.  The  woman  left  the  hofpital  perfectly  cured 
five  days  after  the  falling  off  of  the  ligature. 


CASE  If. 

.1 

Of  a  complete  Fijlula  of  a  greater  Depth  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding. 

[By  J.  B.  J.  Boulet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hotel  Dieu.] 

A  WOMAN  of  the  name  of  Froment,  43  years 
of  age,  came  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  4th  of 
December,  1789,  for  a  fiftula  which  Hie  had  had  for 
fix  years*,  and  was  confequent  to  an  abcefs  occafioned 
by  a  violent  contufion.  The  external  orifice  very 

fmall 
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Imali,  was  fituated  on  the  right  buttock  a  little  back-  ' 
wards,  and  one  inch  from  the  margin  of  the  anus; 
the  internal  orifice,  which  was  larger,  was  fituated 
two  inches  and  a  half  up  the  redtum  ;  the  inteftinc 
was  denuded  throughout  its  whole  extent,  and  the 
fiftula  furrounded  with  indurations;  the  integuments 
were  undifeafed*,  the  difcharge  of  pus  was  greater 
from  the  internal  than  the  external  opening.  Some 
hours  before  the  operation  the  redlum  was  emptied 
by  an  enema.  The  patient  was  placed  in  the  fame 
pofition  as  the  fubjedl  of  the  preceding  cafe,  and  the 
probe  introduced  in  the  fame  manner;  but  as  the 
internal  opening  was  fituated  too  high  upward  for  the 
canula  to  be  brought  outwards  without  producing 
violent  pain,  a  different  manner  was  adopted  than  in 
the  kill  mentioned  cafe.  After  the  probe  was  paffed 
up  the  cavity  in  the  inteftine,  the  furgeon  withdrew 
his  finger  to  introduce  in  its  room  the  nippers  (fig,  $) 
fmeared  with  cerate  ;  he  paffed  them  (hut  for  fear  of 
wounding  the  redlum  by  the  projedling  portion  a, 
which  forms  the  branch  a  b  when  the  infiniment  is 
open  ;  he  then  allowed  the  branches  to  feparate  by- 
leaving  them  to  the  adtion  of  the  fpring  r.  The 
probe  was  then  pufhed  into  the  crevice/^,  formed 
by  the  feparation  of  the  branches,  and  paffed  as  far 
as  the  cul  de  fac ,  f;  an  affiliant  then  introduced  the 
canula,  the  edges  of  which,  guided  by  the  probe,  got: 
fituated  by  the  fides  of  the  crevice.  The  probe,  in¬ 
tended  only  as  a  guide  to  the  canula,  became  then 
ufelefs;  the  affiftanC  withdrew  it  to  pafs  in  its  Head 
the  leaden  thread  in  the  canula,  which  the  furgeon 

took 
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took  care  to  hold  perpendicular  to  the  wide  part  of 
the  forceps,  that  it  might  more  eafily  get  engaged  in 
the  crevice,  and  not  be  flopped  by  one  of  its  Tides. 
As  the  leaden  thread  was  only  three  lines  longer  than 
the  canula,  it  was  eafily  perceived  by  what  remained 
on  the  outfide,  that  it  had  paffed  into  the  crevice; 
but  however,  to  afcertain  this  more  perfectly,  the 
afliflant  drew  that  part  which  remained  outwards 
with  a  flight  degree  of  force,  while  the  furgeon  clofed 
the  nippers;  the  re fi fiance  evidently  proved  that  the 
lead  was  pinched  :  then  after  pufhing  up  the  forceps 
fome  lines  to  prevent  the  lead  from  lacerating  the 
intefline  by  twilling  itfclf  on  the  edge  of  the  fiflulous 
opening,  they  wrere  withdrawn  ;  the  canula  was  alfo 
withdrawn  by  the  external  orifice  of  the  fiflula.  One 
of  the  ends  of  the  leaden  thread  was  alfo  brought  out 
of  the  anus  by  the  forceps,  and  the  other  remained 
depending  from  the  external  orifice,  thus  inclofing 
completely  the  whole  of  the  fiflula.  The  ends  were 
brought  parallel  to  each  other,  and  fixed  in  the  canula 
in  foe  fame  manner  as  in  Cafe  I. 

Although  this  fiflula  was  confiderably  deeper  than 
the  preceding,  the  cure  was  alfo  quick  :  the  ligature 
fell  off  the  25th  day;  and  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in 
the  firfl  patient,  there  remained  a  little  fiflure,  which 
took  up  10  days  in  cicatrizing,  becaufe  the  furgeon’s 
afïî  fiant,  who  was  directed  to  drefs  him,  negledled  to 
introduce  lint  between  the  edges,  which  adhered  to¬ 
gether  before  the  bottom  had  healed;  it  was  of  courfe 
neceffary  to  deflroy  this  premature  adhefion  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  formation  of  another  fiflula. 
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CASE  III. 

An  External  Fifiula  with  the  Inteftlne  denuded . 

[By  Mr.  M.  Guillier,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

JRLA.DINIER,  30  years  of  age,  came  to  the 
©  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  17th  January,  1791,  fora 
fifiula  fubfequent  to  an  abcefs  that  had  been  opened 
fix  months  before  with  the  lapis  infernalis.  The  open¬ 
ing  from  this  fiftula  was  in  the  left  buttock,  two  fin¬ 
gers  breadth  from  the  margin  of  the  anus  ;  there  were 
feveral  finufles;  one  of  them  paffed  towards  the  in- 
tefline,  which  was  denuded  and  thinned  to  the  depth 
of  two  inches;  another  of  lets  extent  was  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  coccyx,  and  the  lkin  of  which  was  thin 
and  nearly  diforganized.  The  intelline  was  not 
pierced  as  in  the  preceding  cafe,  and  from  this  cir- 
cumflance  the  manner  of  proceeding  was  different  ; 
the  finger  was  paffed  up  the  anus,  and  the  canula 
paffed,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  probe,  up  the  fiflulous 
orifice  as  high  as  the  intefline  was  denuded;  an 
alfiflant  then  palled  the  trocar  into  this  canula  4) , 
when  the  furgeon  pulhed  it  through,  and.  perforated 
the  intefline.  During  this  time  the  coats  of  the  de¬ 
nuded  intefline  were  fupported  by  the  extremity  of 
the  finger,  immediately  below  the  part  about  to  be 
pierced,  and  by  this  means  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
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gut  was  prevented  from  being  injured,  which  other- 
wife  might  have  occurred;  the  infiniment  was  then 
withdrawn  and  the  canula  left  in  the  place,  and  the 
operation  finifhed  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  cafe.  The  fkin  was  excifcd  that  covered  the 
whole  extent  of  the  finus  that  was  directed  back¬ 
wards:  the  wound  refulting  from  this  operation, 
though  fmall  in  extent,  was  not  cicatrized  until  the 
39th  day,  ten  days  after  the  falling  off  of  the  liga¬ 
ture  and  the  cure  of  the  fiftula. 


C  A  S  Ê  IV. 

A  complete  deep  Fijlula  with  the  Intejline  denuded  above 

the  internal  Orifice . 

[By  M.  Boulet.] 

LOUIS  Lecoq,  28  years  of  age,  and  of  a  robufb 
habit,  had  an  extenfive  abcefs  on  the  right  fide 
of  the  margin  of  the  anus,  which  emptied  itfelf  into 

the  inteftine.  This  happened  towards  the  end  of  the 

* 

year  1789.  Some  months  afterwards  a  new  abcefs 

formed  on  the  buttock,  one  inch  îind  a  half  from  the 

*  « 

margin  ot  the  anus,  and  which  rendered  the  fiftula 

complete. 
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complete.  This  man,  who  buffered  little  from  this 
inconvenience,  negle6ted  it  until  the  2d  of  January, 
1791,  when  he  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu. 
At  this  period  the  inteftine  was  denuded  at  leaft 
three  inches  above  the  margin  of  the  anus,  one  inch 
higher  than  the  internal  orifice  of  the  fiftula;  the  fif- 
-tula  was  furrounded  with  indurations,  which  extended 
even  on  the  buttock,  three  inches  above  the  external 
orifice,  without  the  fkin  being  affefted  that  covered 
the  part.  This  laft  circumflance,  conjoined  to  the 
depth  of  the  fiftula,  was  one  reafon  for  preferring  the 
ligature  to  every  other  fpecies  of  operation;  but  it 
was  not  fufficient  to  pafs  the  leaden  thread  through 
the  fiftulous  openings  then  exifting.  There  was  no 
reafon  to  hope  that  the  inteftine,  denuded  confidera- 
bly  above  the  internal  orifice,  would  adhere  to  the 
contiguous  parts.  To  accomplifh  the  cure  of  this 
fiftula,  it  was  then  certainly  neceffary  to  embrace  the 
whole  difeafed  portion  of  the  re&um  in  the  ligature; 
in  confequence  the  inteftine  was  pierced  at  the  higheft 
part  where  it  was  denuded  by  means  of  the  canula 
and  trocar,  as  defcribed  in  the  external  fiftula,  Cafe 
JII.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  though  the  trocar  was  well 
pointed,  it  penetrated  with  difficulty,  becaufe  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  finger  palled  up  the  rehtum  could  not 
reach  the  inteftine  fufficiemly  near  to  keep  it  well 
fixed  fo  as  to  be  pierced  with  the  point  of  the  infini¬ 
ment.  As  foon  as  this  perforation  was  effe&ed,  no 
other  circqmftance  occurred  in  the  fequel  worthy  of 
remark  :  the  leaden  thread  was  palled,  laid  hold  of 

with  the  forceps,  and  drawn  out  of  the  anus,  with  the 
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fame  eafe  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  preceding 
cafes,  Cafe  II.  and  III. 

Lecoq  did  not  keep  his  bed  during  the  treatment, 
not  even  the  day  of  the  operation.  He  experienced 
only  a  flight  and  momentary  pain  during  the  time  of 
tightening  the  ligature.  Many  indurations  on  the 
fide  of  the  buttock  remained  even  twenty  three  days 
after  the  operation;  they  fubfided  gradually  by  the 
procefs  of  fuppuration.  The  ligature  gently  ulcerated 
through  thofe  parts  which  it  comprehended  ;  and  al¬ 
though,  as  ufual,  it  was  tightened  every  three  or  four 
days,  the  fe&ion  was  not  complete  until  the  63d  day. 
This  man  left  the  hofpital  perfectly  cured  on  the 
1 8th  of  March,  1791,  fixty-nine  days  after  the  opera¬ 
tion. 


CASE  V. 

A  complicated  Fiftula>  extending  confiderably  above  the 

Reach  of  the  Finger . 


GILBERT  Sagette,  40  years  of  age,  was  af¬ 
flicted  for  10  years  with  a  fiftula  inano,  origi¬ 
nally  fubfequent  to  a  critical  abcefs.  This  patient 
had  conftantly  negleCted  his  complaint,  though  from 
time  to  time  new  abcefles  were  forming.  Two  large 
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tumors  made  their  appearance  about  July,  1790, 
fituated  at  the  margin  of  the  anus  :  he  was  admitted 
for  this  comphint,  which  prevented  him  from  walk¬ 
ing,  into  one  of  the  hofpitals  at  Paris.  The  inteftine 
was  treated  by  incifion,  and  the  diforganized  fkin 
excifed  ;  new  finuffes  formed  under  the  fkin,  render¬ 
ing  another  operation  neceffary,  as  ufelefs  as  the  firft. 
Three  months  after  this  treatment,  the  fiftula  dill  ex- 
ifted.  The  cafe  was  now  efteemed  as  incurable,  and 
the  patient  difmiffed.  This  determined  him  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  where  he  was  admitted  on  the 
3d  of  November,  1790.  At  this  period  there  was  a 
confiderable  finus  fituated  on  each  buttock;  the  in¬ 
teguments  that  covered  them  were  for  a  great  extent, 
thin  and  diforganized.  One  of  the  finuffes  commu¬ 
nicated  with  an  open  fiftula  fituated  on  the  right  but¬ 
tock,  one  inch  and  a  half  from  the  margin  of  the 
anus,  and  towards  its  pofterior  part  :  this  fiftula 
penetrated  into  the  inteftine,  which  was  denuded  for 
half  of  its  circumference  and  for  more  than  four  inches 
up.  Indurations  and  confiderable  callofities  were  re¬ 
marked  in  the  re&um  and  round  the  anus,  which 
diminilhed  by  the  application  of  poultices,  which 
were  continued  until  the  moment  of  the  operation, 
which  was  performed  on  the  9th  day  after  his  admif- 
fion.  The  patient  being  laid  on  his  right  fide,  and 
difpofed  as  in  the  preceding  cafes,  thefurgeon  incifed 
the  finus  fituated  on  the  right  fide  on  a  hollow  found, 
as  near  as  poftible  to  the  margin  of  the  anus:  he  laid 
hold  of  the  diforganized  fkin  with  his  fingers,  and  cut 
it  off  with  one  fingle  ftroke  of  the  biftoury.  The 
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Cime  operation  was  performed  for  the  finus  fituated  on 
the  oppofite  fide.  He  then  paffed  up  the  fiftula 
as  high  as  it  was  denuded,  the  probe,  then  the  ca- 
nula,  and  in  this  the  point  of  the  trocar  ;  but  the  in- 
teftine  could  not  be  pierced  without  forming  a  fup- 
port  by  means  of  the  wooden  gorget  (fig.  i)  inftead 
of  fixing  it  with  the  finger,  which  might  have  been 
done  if  the  fiftula  had  been  lefs  deep.  The  ligature 
was  made,  as  in  the  preceding  cafes,  with  a  leaden 
thread,  1 1  inches  in  length.  The  wounds  refulting 
from  the  excifions  were  filled  with  dry  lint,  covered 
with  compreffes,  and  fuftained  by  a  triangular  ban¬ 
dage.  Suppuration  foon  took  place.  The  ligature 
fell  off  on  the  426.  day,  and  left  a  fiffure  one  inch  in 
depth,  which  it  was  neceffary  to  drefs  for  24  days 
more,  to  prevent  the  premature  adhefion  of  its  edges. 
Cicatrization  was  not  completed  until  the  90th  day, 
when  the  patient  left  the  hofpital perfectly  cured  with¬ 
out  experiencing  the  flighteft  inconvenience  from  his 
complaint. 


CASE 
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VI. 


A  complete  Double  Fiflula,  with  the  Intefline  denuded 
confiderably  above  the  Reach  of  the  Finger. 

[  By  Mr.  Boulet.] 


HENRY  Cabouret,  23  years  of  age,  in  the  year 
1786,  had  an  abcefs  fituated  on  the  right  but¬ 
tock,  which  formed  and  broke  fpontaneoufly  near 
the  margin  of  the  anus  towards  its  pofterior  part. 
Vs  here  it  remained  fiftulous.  Three  years  afterwards, 
in  the  middle  of  the  tummer,  1789,  another  abcefs 
formed  on  the  left  buttock,  which  opened  into  the 
reftum.  In  the  month  of  October,  1790,  another 
opening  was  formed  at  the  anterior  part  of  the  mar¬ 
gin  of  the  anus.  At  this  period  the  patient  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  Hotel  Dieu.  On  examination  two 
fiftulous  openings  were  found  fituated  externally, 
about  one  inch  from  the  margin  of  the  anus  ;  one 
fituated  backwards  and  to  the  right,  the  other  to  the 
left  and  forwards.  A  large  opening  was  difeovered  in 
the  pofterior  part  of  the  rectum,  fituated  three  inches 
up;  hut  the  probe,  when  it  was  pafled  into  either 
of  the  external  openings,  penetrated  much  higher, 
and  admitted  of  being  pufhed  in  to  the  length  of  five 
inches.  The  inteftine  was  denuded  for  two  thirds  of 
its  circumference,  and  the  probe  admitted  of  being 
Vol,  II.  Y  moved 


C  336  ) 


moved  round  the  denuded  portion  without  exciting 
much  pain.  The  patient  was  feverifh  and  weak  from 
the  long  and  plentiful  difcharge.  Reft,  a  proper 
regimen,  and  poultices,  were  the  only  means  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  five  firfl  days,  with  a  view  ofdiffipating 
the  fever  and  allaying  the  pain.  The  6th,  the  patient 
fubmitted  to  the  operation,  for  which  he  was  pre7 
pared  the  preceding  evening  by  an  errema  and  by 
abftaining  from  all  folid  food  ;  a  fécond  clyfter  was 
adminiftered  fome  hours  before  the  operation.  The 
furgeon  began  with  the  fiflula  fituated  on  the  left 
fide:  the  fkin  which  covered  it  being  diforganized  by 
the  formation  of  the  laft  abcefs  for  the  extent  of  two 
inches,  a  director  was  introduced  by  the  fiftulous 
opening,  and  the  firms  laid  open;  the  ditorganized 
parts  were  cut  away  as  before;  the  intefline  was 
pierced  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  preceding  cafe, 
and  a  leaden  thread  paffed  13  inches  in  length.  The 
fame  ligature  was  made  on  the  other  fiftula,  but  the 
fkin  on  the  left  buttock  being  perfectly  whole  was  not 
incifed.  The  intefline  being  thus  pierced  on  both 
fides,  and  comprized  for  the  extent  of  five  inches  be¬ 
tween  two  ligatures,  one  of  which  was  backwards  and 
to  the  right,  and  the  other  forwards  and  to  the  left, 
the  patient  complained  confiderably  the  three  firfl 
days  :  there  was  however  no  fever  ;  he  flcpt  well 
every  night  ;  but  the  fuppuration,  which  was  confi- 
derable  before  the  operation,  now  increaf  d  in  quan¬ 
tity.  By  the  4th  day,  the  ligatures  were  fo  much 
relaxed,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  fhorten  them  an 
inch  to  tighten  them  as  before;  they  had  confe- 
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quently  divided  the  inteftine  for  the  length  of  half  an 
inch.  On  the  7th  day  a  purging  came  on,  which 
yielded  to  the  general  remedies  employed  on  thefe 
occafions.  No  other  accident  occurred  during  the 
courfe  of  the  treatment.  The  ligature  of  the  right 
fide,  which  included  the  oldeft  fiftula,  was  corifidera- 
bly  more  relaxed  than  the  other  ;  it  fell  off  on  the 
46 tli  day,  whilft  the  left  remained  until  the  54th.  At 
this  period,  and  not  before,  the  fuppuration  began  to 
diminifh.  After  the  falling  off  of  the  ligatures,  the 
patient  was  dreffed  with  lint  introduced  up  the  anus, 
which  ferved  to  feparate  the  edges  of  the  fiffures  that 
the  leaden  thread  had  left  at  the  margin  of  the  anus  : 
ihefe  wounds  were  cicatrized  and  the  cure  completed 
by  the  66th  day  after  the  operation. 


Explanation  of  Plate  IV. 

HG.  I.  A  wooden  gorget,  ufed  in  the  incifion  for 
fiftulæ  in  ano,  concave  on  one  fide, 
convex  on  the  other;  the  length  7  inches, 
the  width  from  7  to  8  lines. 

FIÇ.  IL  A  probe  made  of  gold,  filver,  or  flee!, 
from  fix  inches  and  an  half  to  feven  inches 
in  length,  the  diameter  about  two  thirds 
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of  a  line,  the  fhape  cylindrical,  without 
a  button  ;  the  edges  only  a  little  rounded, 

FIG.  III.  A  canula  of  gold  or  filver,  about  fix 
inches  long  and  exadly  adapted  to  the 
probe.  The  end  3  is  finifhed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  extremity  of  a  can¬ 
nula  for  a  trocar, 

b 

FIG.  IV.  A  trocar  of  gold  or  fteel,  of  the  fame 
fize  as  the  probe,  and  exadly  adapted  to 
the  canula,  which  it  exceeds  in  length 
by  its  point, 

•  . 

FIG.  V.  A  pair  of  nippers,  made  either  of  filver, 
fteel  or  copper  ;  their  ufe  is  to  draw  the 
lead  out  of  the  inteftine;  the  length 
feven  inches,  and  the  width  of  each  of  the 
branches  about  fix  lines',  a  f  g,  a  gutter 
formed  by  the  re-union  of  the  branches, 
cut  in  a  Hoping  diredion  for  their  whole 
length  ;  f  g,  a  crevice  one  line  and  a 
half  in  depth,  formed  by  the  feparation 
ot  the  branches,  and  intended  to  receive 
the  end  of  the  probe  and  of  the  ligature  \ 
the  extremity  of  the  crevice,  /,  is  not 
quite  a  line  in  depth,  confequently  it 
will  not  admit  the  end  of  the  canula — 
a  b ,  the  male  branch,  /  d,  the  female 
branch,  leparately  fhewn  in  Fig.  VL 
and  VII.. — r9  the  fpring  feparating  the 
tranches, 
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FIG.  VI.  The  female  branch  of  the  nippers— 
/,  that  part  of  the  infiniment  forming  a 
kind  of  cul  de  Jac ,  to  retain  the  other 
branch*,  t  u,  the  blunt  part,  covering 
and  exa&ly  adapting  itfelf  to  the  con¬ 
vexity  of  the  male  branch,  covering  the 
whole  crevice  when  the  nippers  are 
opened. 

FIG.  VII.  The  male  branch  terminating  in  the 
prolongation  y,  intended  to  be  received 
in  the  cul  de  Jac  t ,  which  terminates  the 
female  branch  ;  this  prolongation  is 
leller  in  width  than  the  cul  de  Jac  through¬ 
out  the  whole  extent  of  the  opening  of 
the  nippers  *,  y  %,  the  edge  of  the  in¬ 
finiment,  furnifhed  with  furrows,  as  Well 
as  the  correfpondent  fide  of  the  female 
branch,  contrived  to  retain  the  lead. 

MG.  VIII.  Section  of  the  nippers  to  fhew  the  co¬ 
vering  portion. 

HG.  IX.  A  canula  of  gold  or  filver,  flat,  five  or 
fix  lines  in  length,  two  in  width,  in¬ 
tended  for  the  tightening  of  the  ligature. 

-  « 

FIG.  X.  A  fimilar  canula,  but  longer,  to  fhew 
the  notch  *,  intended  to  receive  and  fix 
the  extremities  of  the  leaden  thread;  the 
ends  of  thefe  canulas  fhould  be  blunt, 
that  the  ligatures  may  not  be  cut. 
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Reflections. 


We  (hail  not  enter  into  the  hiftory  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  fiftula  in  ano,  nor  do  we  propofe  an  ex- 
clufive  mode  of  cure.  Every  able  practitioner  knows, 
that  although  the  ligature  will  fucceed  in  a  number 
of  cafes,  there  are  alio  particular  circumftances  which 
indicate  the  ufe  of  the  inftrument  with  the  cutting 
edge.  To  explain  clearly  the  adion  of  our  inflru- 
ments,  we  have  entered  into  a  very  minute  detail. 
We  fhall  juft  take  a  curfory  view  of  the  principal 
means  hitherto  employed  for  the  cure  of  fiftulæ  in 
ano,  by  which  means  the  reader  will  be  enabled  to 
judge  which  is  entitled  to  the  preference.  The  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  ligature  was  in  ufe  at  the  time  of 
Hippocrates,  who  defcribes  the  operation  with  his 
ufual  accuracy  :  his  plan,  in  fome  particulars,  is 
preferable  to  any  fince  employed  ;  he  ufed  five  very 
fine  flax  threads  twilled  together  on  horfe  hair;  this 
ligature  was  then  paffed  up  the  fiftula  by  means  of  a 
tin  probe,  with  an  eye  at  its  extremity;  the  probe 
was  then  pufhed  up  the  gut  as  high  as  the  index  fin¬ 
ger,  which  was  palled  up  the  reClum  ;  the  probe  was 
then  bent  by  means  of  this  finger,  and  the  end  of  the 
ligature  difengaged  and  brought  out  of  the  anus;* 

*  L'oi  vero  fpecilium  contigerit  digitum,  inflexâ  fummâ 
fpec i lli  parte,  initium  &  ini,  quod  eft  in  fpecillo,  per  digitum 
adducito:  &  fpecillurn  quidem  rurfus  extrahito.  Lib.  de  Fif- 
tulk,  to gq.  iv,  de  Ja  Colie&ioa  d’Halier. 
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the  probe  was  then  withdrawn,  the  ends  of  the  liga¬ 
ture  fecured  by  a  knot,  and  tightened  every  day  until 
the  parts  were  completely  divided;  if  the  thread  was 
rotten  before  the  fed  ion  was  completed,  a  new  liga¬ 
ture  .was'pafTcd  by  means  of  the  horfe  hair,  which  was 
difpofed  exprefsly  for  this  purpofe,  and  not,  as  fome 
authors  fuppofe,  to  accelerate  the  fedion,  Celfus 
defcribes  a  fpecies  of  ligature,  but  not  the  fame  with 
that  of  Hippocrates;  it  is  only  a  ligature  on  the  fkin 
which  covered  the  fiftulous  orifice  near  the  anus  :  he 
employed  only  the  fcalpel  when  the  fiftula  was  di¬ 
rected  towards  the  inteftine*  This  author  direds  an 
eye  probe  to  be  armed  with  a  double  or  triple  thread 
and  paffed  to  the  bottom  of  the  fiftula  ;  the  fkin  co¬ 
vering  the  point  of  the  probe  is  to  be  incifed;  the 
probe  then  drawn  through  the  new  made  opening.  It 
is  clear  that  he  does  not  mean  a  fiftula  interefting  the 
inteftine;  there  is  even  fome  ground  to  fuppofe  that 
Celfus  rejeded  every  fpecies  of  operation  when  the 
fiftula  was  complete,  at  leaft  when  the  internal  orifice 
was  fituated  a  certain  degree  of  depth  in  the  redum, 
for  in  thefe  cafes  he  only  ordered-  topical  remedies* 
It  is,  however,  the  operation  of  Celfus,  that  moft  au¬ 
thors  have  taken  for  their  model  in  the  ligature  of 
fiftulæ  communicating  with  the  redum,  whether 
complete,  or,  bounded  by  the  coats  of  the  rec¬ 
tum,  deprived  at  this  part  of  its  cellular  texture» 
In  the  firft  cafe,  they  introduced  a  probe  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  a  feton  up  the  external  opening,  penetrated 
the  redum  and  withdrew  it  outwards  by  means  of 
the  finger.  The  probe  was  generally  made  of  filver  ; 
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fome  practitioners  prefered  lead  from  its  greater  de¬ 
gree  of  flexibility.  When  the  fiflula  did  not  penetrate 
into  the  re&um,  the  thin  coats  of  this  inteftine  were 
prefled  with  confiderable  force  by  the  probe;  this 
was  neceflarily  attended  with  extreme  pain  ;  for 
which  reafons  thefe  probes  have  flnee  been  made 
blunt;  fome  practitioners  have  fharpened  the  point 
by  giving  it  a  cutting  edge,  but  it  was  fubjeél  to  the 
inconvenience  of  wounding  the  neighbouring  parts; 
to  obviate  this  difficulty,  Fabricius  ab  Aquapendentc 
propofed  to  fix  a  fmall  ball  ot  wax  on  the  end  of  the 
infiniment.  Paré  fuggefted  an  infiniment  much 
more  convenient  and  certain  in  its  effeCl;  this  is  a 
canula,  which  is  to  be  carried  againfl  the  inteftine, 
which  is  to  be  pierced  by  a  needle  (whofe  point  was 
in  the  form  of  a  lancet)  introduced  up  the  canula; 
the  needle  and  canula  were  then  withdrawn,  and  the 
leaden  probe  pafled,  as  in  the  complete  fiflula.  By 
this  procedure  the  furgeon  incurred  no  rifque  of 
wounding  his  finger,  which  might  eafily  have  hap¬ 
pened  by  retracting  and  bending  a  pointed  infiniment 
in  the  cavity  of  the  re&um;  but  on  the  other  hand 
vve  are  to  confider,  that  after  the  canula  is  withdrawn 
fome  difficulty  may  occur  in  finding  the  new  made 
opening,  particularly  if  the  coats  of  the  inteftine  are 
denuded  to  any  great  extent.  The  introduction  of 
the  canula  itfelf,  from  the  extent  of  its  furface,  mult 
neceflarily  be  difficult,  unlefs  it  is  pafled  upon  the 
probe,  which  Paré  does  not  mention. 

Such  are  the  inflruments  that  have  been  fuggefted 
for  pafling  the  ligature,  to  which  may  be  added  the 
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he  a  corhin  with  which  Girault  brought  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  probe  out  of  the  anus,  and  the  infiniment 
contrived  by  Foubert  to  carry  a  metalic  thread  in 
the  fiftulous  finus.  It  is  unneceffary  to  remark  how 
difficult  it  is  to  conduct  the  probe  through  the  rec¬ 
tum  when  the  fiftula  was  a  little  high  up,  and  the 
pain  neceffarily  attendant  on  bending  a  metallic  in- 
ftrument  on  the  edge  of  the  fiftulous  opening,  even 
it  it  was  made  of  tin,  as  fome  authors  have  propofed; 
there  is  danger  alfo  of  injuring  the  coats  of  the  intef- 
tine.  With  refpeCt  to  the  compofitron  of  the  ligature, 
feveral  flax  or  hempen  threads  were  twifted  together, 
or  mixed  with  horfe  hair,  according  to  Paré’s  man¬ 
ner  :  fome  practitioners  prefer  filk,  as  being  lefs  fub- 
jeCt  to  rot-  Almoft  all  authors  recommend  this 
ligature  to  be  fecured  by  a  knot,  in  the  fame  way  as 
mentioned  by  Hippocrates.  Fabricius  Aquapen- 
dente  rolled  it  on  a  fmall  cylinder  of  wood.  Riolan 
fuggefted  a  kind  of  axle-tree,  very  complicated  in  its 
conftrudtion  ;  and  Girault  his  fiftular  inftrument, 
which  was  nothing  more  than  a  ring,  on  which  the 
ends  of  the  ligature  were  fecured  by  a  knot;  this  was 
inclofed  in  a  cafe,  with  a-  hole  at  one  of  the  ends  for 
the  paffage  of  the  ligature.'*  Foubert  employed  lead 
drawn  to  a  fine  thread,  united  their  ends,  and  twifted 
them  together  ;  this  kind  of  ligature  has  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  producing  lefs  pain,  but  is  apt  to  break  and 
is  fubjeCt  to  other  inconveniences.  From  the  plan 
adopted  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  the  pain  is  fpared,  which 
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*  Voyez  la  Chir.  Franc,  de  Dajeçhamps,  Paris,  1610. 
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ïs  înfeparable  to  the  other  methods;  it  is  betides  & 
much  eafier  operation  :  the  ligature  may  be  laid  hold 
of,  even  when  fituated  very  high  up,  with  the  nip¬ 
pers,  without  any  danger  of  wounding  the  return, 
confequently  fiftulæ  may  be  cured  by  this  method 
fituated  higher  than  the  reach  of  the  linger,  which 
until  now  have  been  viewed  by  practitioners  as  incu¬ 
rable.*  It  is  unneceflary  to  inlift  on  the  advantages 
derived  from  the  canula  :  it  enables  us  to  introduce 
and  dired  the  leaden  thread,  and  to  pierce  the  intes¬ 
tine  with  fafety  and  certainty  by  means  of  the  trocar. 
We  fhould  remark,  that  by  tightening  the  ligature 
with  the  fmall  canula,  on  which  the  ends  of  the  leaden 
probe  are  bent,  the  acute  pain  neceflarily  incident  to 
twilling  is  prevented  ;  the  lead  by  this  means  is  not 
fubject  to  be  ftretched  or  broken  ;  it  can  be  alfo 
tightened  at  will  and  to  any  determinate  degree,  and 
there  is  never  a  neccffity  to  finilh  the  feCtion  by  the 
biftoury. 

We  lhall  finirh  this  article  by  this  important  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  treatment  of  hftulæ  in  ano  by  liga¬ 
ture,  praCtifed  in  the  manner  we  have  directed,  does 
not  laft  longer  than  by  incifion,  but  is  frequently 
of  fhorter  duration;  and  that  during  the  time  occu¬ 
pied  in  the  cure,  the  patient  is  not  obliged  to* keep 
his  bed,  nor  is  expoled  to  fuch  an  abundant  fuppura- 
tionas  when  it  is  performed  by  indlion. 

*  Voyez  Bertrandi  Traite  d’Operations  Acrell  Chirurgilche 
Vorfalle  apud  Richter  Chir.  Bib.  tom.  iv,  p.  467,  Bell’s  S  y  f- 
tem  of  Surgery,  vol,  ii,  ch,  20,  p.  305. 
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Cafe  of  a  Gun-fbot  Wound  with  a  Fraffure  of  the  left 

Femur . 


ON  the  28  th  of  February,  1791,  Louis  Way  met, 
one  of  the  national  Genfdarmes,  received  a  fhot 
from  a  gun  on  the  fuperior  part  and  on  the  outfide  of 
the  thigh.  At  the  time  he  was  wounded  he  was  on 
horfe  back  on  his  way  to  join  his  regiment.  The  ball 
pafled  through  both  thighs,  and  fra&ured  the  left. 
To  avoid  the  fury  of  the  populace,  he  gallopped  off 
to  the  diftance  of  above  two  hundred  paces  from  the 
place  where  he  received  the  wound.  At  this  place 
he  was  Hopped  and  pulled  off  his  horle  by  a  butcher* 
who  conveyed  him  without  any  precaution  to  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  houfe,  where  he  remained  from  noon  until  1 1 
o’clock  in  the  evening;  at  this  time  he  was  lent  to  the 
Hotel  Dieu.  Notwithilanding  the  application  of  reten¬ 
tive  means,  the  fra&ured  thigh  was  more  than  four 
inches  fnorter  ;  the  inferior  fragment,  thrown  outwards, 
formed  a  confiderable  projection  ;  a  round  aperture 
was  remarked,  fituated  four  fingers  breadth  below 
the  trochanter  major;  this  was  occafioned  by  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  ball,  which,  after  fra&uring  the  femur, 
and  traverfing  the  thigh,  had  paffed  out  at  its  fupe¬ 
rior  and  internal  part  near  the  origin  of  the  fcrotum, 
which  it  had  divided  without  injuring  the  tefticles 
from  thence  it  had  penetrated  the  right  thigh,  towards 
the  fuperior  attachment  of  the  firft  of  the  addudturs, 
traverfing  it  in  part,  and  paffing  before  the  femur 

without 
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without  fracturing  it,  and  making  its  exit  two  fingef'3 
breadth  below  the  trochanter  major. 

The  patient  experienced  the  mort  excruciating 
pain,  particularly  in  the  fractured  thigh,  which  was 
already  confiderably  fwelled.  After  conveniently 
arranging  the  bed  and  dreffings,  the  trunk  was  fixed 
by  affiftantSjànd  a  counter  extenfionkept  upon  the  pel¬ 
vis  and  under  the  axilla,  whilft  a  confiderable  extenfion 
was  made  on  the  foot  by  a  ftrong  affiftant.  Mr.  De¬ 
fault  then  occupied  hitnfelf  in  the  reduction,  by  pufh- 
ing  the  inferior  fragment  inwards,  and  conducting 
outwards  the  fuperior  fragment  ;  this  reduction  was 
not  attended  with  much  difficulty  :  the  furgeon  then 
attempted  to  examine  the  courfe  of  the  ball  by  means 
of  a  probe,  with  the  intention  of  paffing  a  feton,  but 
the  direction  of  the  wound  was  fo  altered  by  the  fwel- 
ling  and  other  circumftances  that  all  endeavours  to 
pafs  it  proved  ineffectual;  it  was  not  deemed  eli¬ 
gible  praCtice  to  enlarge  the  wound  at  the  entrance 
or  at  the  exit  of  the  ball.* 

Dry  lint  and  a  bandage  were  only  applied  to  thefe 
parts,  and  kept  confiant ly  moifl  with  the  aq* 
veg*  min.  To  maintain  the  limb  in  a  date  of  con¬ 
fiant  extenfion,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  counter  ex¬ 
tenfion  on  the  cheft,  kept  up  by  means  of  a  body- 
bandage,  and  bands  fixed  to  the  head  of  the  bed. 
The  wounds  of  the  fuperior  and  internal  part  of  the 
thigh,  rendered  every  means  of  keeping  up  a  counter 

•  The  general  pra&ice  of  incitions  in  cafes  of  this  nature 

has  been  relinquilhcd  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  from,  experience  of  its 
ill  fuccefs, 
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extenfion.  on  the  inferior  part  of  the  body  impraftica* 
ble.  d  he  iurgeon  ea.fi ly  fucceeded  in  palling  a  feton  m 
thecourfeof  the  ball  in  the  right  thigh  ;  the  parts  where 
it  entered  and  pafled  out  were  drefled  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  the  other.  When  the  wounds  were  drefled» 
and  the  fra&ure  reduced,  the  pain  fubfided  ;  he  pafled 
the  reft  of  the  night  eafily,  and  flept  for  fome  hours. 
The  next  day,  from  the  ftateof  thepulfe,  he  was  bled 
twice,  and  kept  on  a  rigid  diet.  A  ptifan  was  or¬ 
dered  of  the  decodtion  of  dog’s  tooth,  with  one  ounce 
and  a  half  of  oxymel  to  each  pint.  The  lint  and 
comprefles  which  covered  the  wounds  were  tinged 
with  blood;  theie  were  removed,  and  renewed  in  the 
evening.  The  night  was  calm.  The  third  day  there 
was  little  fever;  the  comprefles  were  tinged  with  a 
bloody  fluid,  which  from  its  fmell  announced  afpeedy 
fuppuration.  It  was  eftablifhed  by  the  5th  ;  the  fame 
drefling  and  regimen  were  perfevered  in.  By  the  6th, 
an  abcefs  appeared  to  have  been  formed  at  the  frac¬ 
tured  thigh,  below  where  the  ball  had  entered  and 
iituated  between  the  trochanter  major  and  the  fupe- 
riorfpinous  procefs  of  the  ilium.  The  dreflings  for 
the  fracfture  were  now  re-applied  without  producing 
either  pain  or  fatigue.  On  the  8th,  fuppuration  was 
abundant,  and  feemed  to  come  from  the  abcefs, 
which  was  opened  by  an  incifion  of  about  two  inches 
in  length,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  its  difcharge;  a 
very  confiderable  quantity  of  bloody,  purulent  mat¬ 
ter  iftued  from  the  oriftce;  the  edges  were  kept  fepa- 
rate  by  lint.  On  the  9th,  fome  fpoonfuls  of  rice 
çream  were  allowed,  and  the  quantity  encreafed; 

the 
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the  following  days  his  fufferings  were  trifling,  and  his 
ftrength  evidently  increafed,  notwithftanding  the 
difcharge  was  abundant.  On  the  14th,  the  difcharge 
fmelied  like  rotten  cheefe;  this  peculiarity  led  to  no 
alteration  either  in  the  drefling  or  regimen.  The 
wounds  were  in  a  good  ftate,  although  not  enlarged 
by  incifion.  On  the  21  ft,  the  patient  complained 
confiderably  of  the  fra&ured  thigh  :  this  circumftance 
was  foon  explained  :  he  had  been  imprudent  enough 
to  detach  the  body-bandage  pafted  round  the  thorax, 
and  which  ferved  to  keep  up  a  counter  extenfion  ; 
the  trunk,  being  no  longer  fuftained  by  the  bandage, 
Aided  down  towards  the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  caufed 
the  ends  of  the  fractured  portions  to  ride  over  each 
other.  The  redu&ion  of  the  fra&ure,  and  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  d reflings,  caufed  the  pains  to  fubfide  ; 
he  flept  the  whole  night. 

On  the  26th,  the  fuppuration  began  to  diminifh: 
he  experienced  at  this  time  wandering  pain,  with  a 
fenfe  of  cold  at  different  parts  of  his  body.  This  cir¬ 
cumftance  feemed  to  arife  from  an  alteration  in  the 
weather,  which  had  fuddenly  changed  from  dry  and 
cold  to  wet  and  foggy;  the  windows  near  his  bed  had 
been  alfo  imprudently  left  open  by  fome  of  the  pa¬ 
tients.  The  tranfpiration  was  recalled  by  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  warm  fheets,  when  thefe  fymptoms  difap- 
peared.  The  next  day  the  fuppuration  was  as  abun¬ 
dant  as  before.  On  the  3 2d,  he  feemed  progreflively 
to  improve  :  his  ftrength  was  as  great  as  poflibly  could 
be  expe&ed  aften.fuch  a  ferious  accident.  No  regi¬ 
men  was  obferved;  on  the  contrary  ;  he  was  indulged 

with 


(  349  ) 

\ 

with  every  thing  he  wifhed.  On  the  33d,  he  com¬ 
plained  of  a  fenfe  of  numbnefs  in  his  knee  on  that 
fide  where  the  thigh  was  fra&ured  ;  as  this  fubfided 
during  the  dretfing,  it  was  probably  only  owing  to 
the  conftrained  polition  of  the  limb.  On  the  34th, 
the  thigh  of  the  lame  fide  increaled  in  fize  and  be¬ 
came  painful,  without  any  apparent  fymptom  of 
inflammation.  On  the  3 5th,  the  pain  had  diminiihed 
in  the  thigh,  but  had  increafed  in  the  knee  to  fuch*. 
degree  as  to  deprive  him  of  his  reft  and  fleep.  On 
the  36  th,  Mr.  Delault,  apprehenfive  that  thefe  fymp- 
toms  were  occafioned  by  the  retention  of  pus  in  the 
courfe  of  the  ball,  enlarged  the  opening  of  the  wound 
from  above  downward;  a  fmall  quantity  of  pus, 
mixed  with  blood,  was  difcharged  in  confequence  of 
thefe  incitions.  The  next  day  the  fuppuration  was 
more  abundant,  but  it  came  from  the  orifice  of  the 
abcefs,  and  not  from  the  wound  that  had  been  en¬ 
larged  the  preceding  evening:  the  pains  in  the  thigh 
and  knee  however  difappeared,  and  the  patient  flept 
feveral  hours  the  following  night.  On  the  37th,  a 
fmall  tumor  appeared  on  the  anterior  and  inferior  part 
of  the  out  fide  of  the  thigh;  on  pafting  the  hand  over 
it,  and  preffing  it  lightly,  a  kind  of  guggling  noife 
was  heard,  fimilar  to  what  is  afforded  by  agitating 
water  in  a  bottle.  An  abcefs  was  fuppofed  to  have 
been  formed  at  this  part  ;  a  conjecture  ftili  farther 
fupported  by  the  fluftuation  that  appeared  on  preffing 
the  tumor  alternately  with  the  fingers;  it  appeared 
to  be  fituated  under  the  fkin  and  the  fafcia  lata;  but 
the  divifion  of  thefe  parts,  affording  no  difcharge, 
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induced  the  furgeon  to  profecute  his  incifion  as  low 
down  as  the  femur  j  (till  no  matter  was  found,  A 
(mail  quantity  of  lint  was  introduced  between  the 
lips  of  the  wound,  and  the  drefling  continued  the 
firme.  The  noile  heard  on  the  firft  examination  pro¬ 
bably  arofe  from  an  emphyfematous  affe&ion,  more 
fenfible  to  the  ear  than  to  the  eye  or  to  the  touch. 
From  the  37th  to  the  40th,  nothing  material  occurred. 
In  the  night  of  the  45th,  the  patient  buffered  from 
his  fractured  thigh.  In  the  morning  the  difeharge 
was  found  more  abundant.  The  thigh  was  obferved 
to  have  fhortened  more  than  an  inch  :  this  arole  from 
the  relaxation  of  the  bands  contrived  to  keep  up  a 
permanent  extenfion,  which  produced  a  difplacement 
of  the  bony  portions.  By  a  new  reduction,  and  a 
more  exa£t  application  of  the  dreflings,  this  defeat 
was  removed.  On  the  49th  day,  by  preflure  with 
the  hand  on  the  inferior  part  of  the  thigh,  the  fame 
guggling  noile  was  heard  as  occurred  before  ;  this 
fymptom  was  now  difregarded.  The  fame  day  the 
ufe  of  the  feton  was  fupprelTed,  which  had  been 
pafled  in  the  right  thigh,  and  which  had  been  renewed 
every  drefling.  The  wound  in  the  thigh  was  nearly 
entirely  cicatrized,  and  the  fuppuration  diminifhed. 
A  fingle  thread  was  pafled  in  the  room  of  a  feton, 
that  this  laft  might  the  more  eafily  be  applied  in  cafe 
of  neceflity  ;  this  thread  was  withdrawn  fix  days  after¬ 
wards,  and  the  next  day  the  cicatrix  appeared  com¬ 
plete.  The  wound  in  the  ferotum  was  at  this  time 
perfectly  cured.  The  abcefs  which  had  been  opened 
in  the  iraclurcd  thigh  a  few  days  after  the  accident, 
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furnifhed  conftantly  a  confiderable  diicharge  ;  how* 
ever,  this  opening,  notwithstanding  the  introduction 
of  fin  all  pieces  of  fine  lint,  daily  contracted  ;  from 
neglect  of  regimen,  and  intemperance  on  the  part  of 
the  patient  the  Suppuration  was  often  abundant, 

and  the  pus  fetid  ;  this  was  remedied  by  attention  to 
diet. 

On  the  54th  day,  a  new  abcefs  formed  on  the  an¬ 
terior  ana  inferior  part  of  the  left  thigh,  a  little  lower 
and  mo~e  outward  than  the  part  where  the  guggling 
had  been  heard  ;  it  was  opened,  and  a  considerable 
quantity  of  well  conditioned  pus  difcharged.  Six 
days  after  this  operation,  there  was  fcarcely  any  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  laid  abcefs,  but  it  became  more  abun¬ 
dant  in  that  which  was  Situated  towards  .the  chrifta  of 
the  ilium,  where  it  had  diminifhed  for  Some  preceding 
days.  On  the  60th  day  of  the  difeafe  another  abcefs 
began  to  form  on  the  outfide  of  the  ham,  and  on  the 
63d  it  broke,  and  difcharged  a  quantity  of  pus  ;  from 
this  time  the  diicharge  from  the  other  wound  was 
much  lets;  no  lint  was  introduced  as  iiy  the  opening 
of  the  fir  ft  abcefs.  d  he  callus  of  the  fradure 
gradually  grew  firmer.  Until  this  time  the  body- 
bandage  was  worn  to  keep  up  the  counter  extenfion  ; 
but  as  the  wounds  at  the  fcrotum  and  at  the  inferior 
part  of  the  tnigh  were  now  well,  they  permitted  this 
counter  extenfion  to  be  kept  up  from  the  lower  part 
of  the  body  by  means  of  a  bandage  placed  under  the 
thigh,  (termed  bande  en  fous  cuiffe ),  with  the  addition 
of  a  fplint  on  the  outfide,  as  defcribed  in  the  firft  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Journal.  By  this  method  the  patient 
.  JVol.  If.  Z  found 
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found  himfclf  eafier,  and  the  limb  fixed  more  firmly. 
All  the  parts  were  cicatrized  by  the  88th  day,  when 
an  eryfipelatous  affe&ion  appeared  on  the  leg  and 
foot  ;  it  difappeared  in  four  days  by  the  uie  of  eme¬ 
tic  drinks,  afiifted  by  diet.  On  the  83d  day,  a  purg¬ 
ing  took  place;  a  drachm  of  diafeordium  was  given 
every  day  for  feven  days,  with  the  addition  of  decoc¬ 
tion  of  rice  and  fyrup  of  quinces.  Fifteen  grains  of 
ipecacuanha  were  preferibed,  which  procured  an 
abundant  evacuation  of  fæces;  by  the  ufe  of  this, 
and  a  dcco&ion  of  bark  and  gum  arabic  the 
purging  ceafed.  The  patient  was  fo  extremely  weak, 
that  his  life  was  thought  to  be  in  danger  :  particular 
attention  was  of  courfe  paid  to  liipport  him.  The 
callus  however  grew  firmer,  and  by  the  103d  day 
had  attained  fuch  a  degree,  that  drefiings  were  thought 
unneceffary;  but  the  following  night,  as  they  were 
raifing  him  on  the  bed  pan,  and  moving  the  fra&ured 
thigh  without  any  precaution,  he  felt  an  acute  pain, 
ôt  the  part  where  the  callus  was  fituated.  This  pain, 
not  lubfiding  by  reft,  rendered  the  re-application  of 
the  drefiings  for  the  fracture  neceflary,  which  u'as 
done  the  next  day  :  he  was  greatly  eafed  by  their  ap¬ 
plication,  although  the  pain  was  not  completely  re¬ 
moved.  On  the  1 1 5th,  as  the  thigh  leemed  dif- 
pofed  to  incurvate  outwards,  two  Imall  wrooden  fplints 
were  applied  to  its  fkies  between  the  comprefies  and 
bandage. 

brom  the  1 15th  to  the  145th  day  nothing  extraor¬ 
dinary  occurred.  The  patient,  who  was  intra<fta- 
•1$,  often  deranged  the  drefiings,  and  had  frequent 
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purgings,  occafioned  by  irregularities  in  his  diet. 
The  fradture  being  again  confolidated,  the  dreffings 
were  left  off.  This  thigh  was  as  long  as  the  oppofite 
one,  and  united  without  any  deformity.  The  oa- 
tient  kept  his  bed  five  days  more,  during  which  time 
he  executed  the  different  motions  of  the  limb  in 
every  direef ion.  He  got  up  on  the  160th  day  after 
the  accident  -,  at  firft  the  joints  were  rigid  andftiff;  this 
inconvenience  fubfided  by  exercife.  Heleft  thehofpitàl 
1 73  days  after  hisadmifiion  ;  hethenbegantowalk  with 
tolerable  eafe  and  ufed  only  one  crutch.  Since  his 
difmiflion,  he  has  frequently  returned  to  the  Hôtel 
Dieu  ;  he  walks  well,  and  the  number  of  the  cica¬ 
trices  are  the  only  vefliges  of  the  accident. 


(^afe  of  Af cites  complicated  with  Anar [area ,  cured  after 
the  Operation  of  Paracentefis  had  been  performed  two 
and  thirty  Times . 

[By  Mr.  Vielle,  Surgeon  at  Bohaim.] 

-  _  A  ’  ^  KL.IN,  a  woman  39  years  of  age,  was 
^  attacked  with  a  pleurify  in  the  beginning 
of  July,  17S8;  (lie  was  treated  by  hot  ftimulating 
remedies,  fuch  as  aiomatic  wine  and  draftic  purges 
prepared  in  brandy.  The  excellence  of  her  confti- 
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Union  faved  her  from  falling  a  viftim  to  this  treat¬ 
ment  ;  (lie  became  dropfical  a  little  time  afterwards, 
Mr.  Vielle,  when  called  in  to  tap  her  on  the  25th  of 
the  following  December,  found  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  diftended  by  a  fluid,  which  feemcd  alfodif- 
fufed  in  the  cellular  fubftance  ;  the  refpiration  was 
alfo  extremely  difficult.  Ten  quarts  of  a  very  limpid 
fluid  were  drawn  off  by  the  canula  of  the  trocar. 
For  five  weeks  the  pun&ure  was  repeated  every  eight 
days,  and  each  time  an  additional  quantity  was  dil- 
charged,  the  leucophlegmatic  difpofition  diminifhed, 
and  the  fecretion  of  urine  began  to  be  eftablifhed. 
Mr.  Vielle  was  able  to  examine  the  (late  of  the  vifcera 
through  the  parieties  of  the  abdomen.  By  the  mofl 
accurate  examination  he  could  only  difcover  a  flight 
enlargement  of  the  liver.  Soap  pills  and  cream  of 
tartar  were  prefcribed,  and  a  ferruginous  water, 
lowered  with  one  fourth  part  of  white  wine,  was  or* 
dered  as  a  common  drink.  The  effufion  in  the  cel¬ 
lular  fubftance  had  now  nearly  fubfided,  but  returned 
in  proportion  as  the  abdomen  filled  ;  and  when  Mr. 
Vielle  was  again  called,  which  was  12  days  afterwards, 
the  difficulty  of  refpiration  wras  confiderable  enough 
to  endanger  fuffocation  ;  the  pulfe,  at  this  time  almofl 
infenfiblc,  wras  raifed  immediately  after  the  fluid  was 
evacuated  from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  ;  refpira¬ 
tion  became  freer,  and  the  anafarca  completely  difap- 
peared.  Mr.  Vielle,  convinced  of  the  importance  of 
preventing  the  accumulation  of  the  w'ater  in  the  ab¬ 
dominal  cavity  to  that  degree  as  to  be  diffufed  in  the 
cellular  membrane,  in  the  fequel  apped  the  patient 
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every  feven  or  eight  days  ;  from  twenty  four  to  thirty 
fix  pints  were  however  evacuated  each  time.  After 
the  25th  pundhire,  the  accumulation  of  the  water 
progreffively  decreafed,  until  the  3 2d  time  it  was 
performed,  which  was  the  laft.  The  fecretions  now 
took  their  ordinary  courfe,  after  thefe  evacuations 
and  the  ufe  of  fome  hydragogue  purges;  the  patient 
was  afterwards  fupported  by  a  courfe  of  analeptic 
medicines  continued  for  eight  months,  when  her 
health  was  peife&ly  re-eftablilhed.  Since  this  pe¬ 
riod  fne  has  not  had  the  lead  return  of  her  complaint? 


Cafe  of  a  Jirangulated  crural  Hernia e 

[By  Mr.  Agasse,  Surgeon  at  St.  Servan.] 

MADAME  Collet,  65  years  of  age,  of  a  weak 
and  thin  habit  of  body,  experienced  a  feries 
of  fymptoms,  which  the  profeffional  men  who  were 
called  in  at  firfh  viewed  as  the  effect  of  a  ftrangulated 
hernia  ;  but  from  the  hiftory  of  her  fymptoms  they 
were  induced  to  think  that  the  fymptoms  depended 
on  an  involution  of  the  inteftii\e,  and  that  this  invo¬ 
lution  was  not  produced  by  the  ftrangulated  hernia; 
but  from  the  continuance  of  the  fymptoms,  and  the 
inefficacy  of  the  remedies  employed  in  fimilar  cafes, 
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the  furgeon  and  phyfician  returned  to  their  firft  opi¬ 
nion.  On  the  17th  day,  they  prevailed  with  their 
patient  to  permit  them  to  examine  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen.  At  this  time  lhe  confelfed  the  had  had  a 
fmall  tumor  for  the  fpace  oi  thirteen  or  fourteen  years 
fituated  towards  the  left  groin,  which  now  could  not 
be  returned.  She  nad  concealed  the  circumftance 
until  this  period,  fullering  no  fort  of  inconvenience 
from  its  prefence.  At  this  time  it  was  about  the  fize 
of  a  hen's  egg,  and  was  eafilv  known  to  be  ftrangu- 
lated  from  its  appearance.  After  repeated  and  inef¬ 
fectual  endeavours  to  reduce  it,  the  operation  was 
judged  indifpenfable,  and  Mr.  AgaiTe  fent  for  to  per¬ 
form  it.  The  patient  would  not  confent  to  it  until 
the  next  day,  when  it  was  performed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner:  the  patient  was  laid  on  a  couch,  the 
thigh  bent,  and  the  trunk  railed  by  pillows;  the 
furgeon  placed  himfelf  on  her  right,  and  formed  a 
fold  of  the  integuments  tranlverfe  to  the  direction  of 
the  tumor;  one  of  the  extremities  of  this  fold  was 
held  by  an  affiliant,  the  other  between  the  furgeon’s 
left  thumb  and  fore-finger  ;  he  then  divided  it  with 
one  llroke  of  his  biftoury,  which  he  held  in  his  right 
hand,  and  thus  expofed  the  whole  of  the  tumor. 
The  pofterior  part  of  the  hernial  fac  had  formed 
ftrong  adhefions  to  the  contiguous  parts:  from  its 
thicknefs  and  tenfity  it  would  not  admit  of  being 
laid  hold  of  by  the  diffeCting  forceps;  the  furgeon 
was  coniequently  obliged  to  open  it  at  the  internal 
and  inferior  part  with  the  point  of  his  biftoury  ;  more 
than  ordinary  attention  was  neceffary,as  no  undulation 
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of  fluid  could  be  felt  between  the  fac  and  inteftine- 
The  fac  was  then  divided  its  whole  length  on  a  di¬ 
rector  previoufiy  introduced.  The  ftrangulated  in- 
teftine  was  then  expofed  ;  its  furface  was  much  in¬ 
flamed,  and  its  tunics  had  acquired  nearly  the  fame 
thicknefs  as  the  hernial  fac  itfelf.  Another  difficulty 
now  prefented;  the  inteftine  adhered  to  the  fac;  and 
this  laid  formed  fuch  ftrong  adhefions  to  the  whole  cir¬ 
cumference  of  the  ring  as  to  refufe  the  intervention 
of  the  fm  allé  ft  probe;  for  this  reafon,  Mr.  A  gaffe 
divided  on  his  nail  fome  fibres  of  the  ligamentum 
Fallopii,  that  he  might  the  more  readily  introduce 
the  director,  and  accomplilh  the  removal  of  the 
ftrangulation.  As  thefe  adhefions  could  not  be  de¬ 
tached,  the  reduction  of  the  inteftine  was  not  effected; 
but  the  furgeons,  perfiiaded  that  the  comprefling 
caufe  was  removed,  drefied  the  wound  with  a  piece  of 
fine  linen  perforated  with  fmall  holes,  covered  with 
lint,  and  comprefles  fuftained  by  a  triangular  ban¬ 
dage  :  thefe  dreffings  were  kept  moift  with  a  decoc¬ 
tion  of  barley  water  and  honey.  A  fmall  quantity 
of  broth  was  allowed,  and  warm  lemonade  for  a  com¬ 
mon  drink.  She  flept  one  hour  and  a  half  in  the 
courfe  of  the  morning.  Four  hours  after  the  operation 
the  vomiting  returned:  (he  was  afterwards  attacked 
with  oolicy  pains  and  vomiting  which  returned  twice. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  day  three  enemas  made  of  broth 
were  adminiftered.  She  pafied  the  night  tolera¬ 
bly  well;  but  on  the  next  day  the  fymptoms  returned 
with  as  much  violence  as  before  the  operation;  how¬ 
ever,  fome  time  after  the  patient  had  taken  fome 
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glaiïes  of  weak  whey  a  fmall  quantity  of  yellowifli 
matters  was  difcharged  by  ftool  fimilar  to  what  had 
been  rejected  by  vomiting  :  they  availed  themfeives 
of  this  circumftance  bv  ordering  an  ounce  of  manna, 
which  produced  no  effect.  On  the  3d  day,  the 
fymptoms  became  more  alarming,  although  the  in¬ 
tefline  was  not  tightened  by  the  ring,  or  the  abdomen 
free  from  tenfion  and  pain.  At  this  time  fuppuration 
began  to  take  place.  On  the  4th,  from  the  increafe 
of  the  hiccups  and  vomitings,  and  in  faCl  of  all*  the 
fymptoms,  a  contraction  of  the  inferior  part  of  the 
imeftine  was  fufpeCbed-,  from  this  idea  Mr.  Agaffe 
conceived  that  it  would  be  poffible  to  prolong  the 
patient’s  life,  or  at  lead  diminilh  her  bufferings,  by 
pro  uring  a  difcharge  of  the  matters  by  opening  that 
fold  of  the  intefline  included  in  the  wound.  Mr. 
Agaffe  was  of  opinion  that  thi  flep  Teemed  conforma¬ 
ble  to  the  endeavours  of  nature,  who  fometimes  in 
fimilar  cafes  forms  a  new  rout  by  means  of  gangrene 
in  the  inteftine,  fkin,  or  fac.  The  furgeons  con¬ 
cerned  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  this  meafure,  as 
under  the  circumftances  no  other  refource  could  be 
derived  from  art.  The  fold  of  the  intefline  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  divided  throughout  its  whole  length  with¬ 
out  even  the  patient’s  perceiving  it,  although  the 
part  was  perfectly  alive;  a  lmall  quantity  of  matter 
and  flatus  was  difcharged.  Mr.  Agaffe,  by  means  of 
a  found,  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  the  fuperior 
portion  of  the  inteftine,  into  which  he  paffed  a  long 
tent  by  the  affiftance  of  a  female  found.  The  patient 
rexeived  inftant  eafe  from  the  operation,  as  Mr. 
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Agafte  had  prognofticated  :  all  the  fymptoms  fub- 
tided  except  the  hiccups,  which  continued  for  fome 
time  afterwards.  Five  hours  afterwards  the  drefiings 
were  tinged  with  a  yellow  matter,  very  fluid;  and 
when  the  tent  was  withdrawn  which  had  been  paffed 
up  the  pofterior  portion  of  the  inteftine,  it  fpurted 
out,  and  feemed  combined  with  a  good  deal  of  air  ; 
this  tent  was  replaced  by  another.  The  patient  was 
at  this  time  extremely  well  :  fhe  had  Hept  from  the 
moment  of  the  operation  ;  the  pulfe  was  better,  and 
the  intervals  between  the  hiccups  confiderably  longer; 
fhe  paffed  the  following  night  well.  The  next  day 
the  dreffings  had  imbibed  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
fimilar  matters  to  what  had  been  difeharged  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were 
dreffed  with  rofe  ointment.  A  fmall  quantity  of 
broth  and  rice  cream,  with  a  little  wine,  was  allowed* 
At  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening  fhe  was  free  from  fever 
and  feemed  improved  in  ftrength;  the  evacuations 
became  abundant.  During  the  courie  of  the  night 
fhe  was  perfectly  tranquil.  On  the  3d  day,  the 
furgeons  concerned  with  Mr.  Agalfe,  feeing  her 
ftrength  fo  much  improved,  propofed  two  ounces  of 
manna  to  be  given,  diftolved  in  whey.  The  patient 
took  half  of  this  quantity,  although  Mr.  Agaffe  was 
extremely  averfe  to  the  meaiure.  An  hour  after¬ 
wards  it  produced  abundant  and  continual  eva¬ 
cuations  ;  Spanifh  wine,  diafeordium,  cordials,  and 
powerful  aftringents  were  given  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  checking  it,  but  without  effed.  The  pa¬ 
tient  grew  inftantly  weaker,  fyncopes  took  place 
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without  intermiflion,  and  in  60  hours  after  fhe  ex¬ 
pired,  and  on  the  5th  day  fubfequent  to  the  opening 
of  the  inteftine.  Oh  opening  the  abdomen,  the  jeju¬ 
num  was  found  dilated  to  fuch  a  degree  that  its  cir¬ 
cumference  was  feven  inches  and  a  half  :  the  coats  of 
this  inteftine  were  thicker  than  natural,  but  not  in¬ 
flamed  :  it  was  twilled  under  a  fold  of  inteftine  fitua- 
ted  nearer  the  anus,  towards  the  crural  arch,  to  the 
inferior  and  internal  part  of  which  it  was  very  adhe¬ 
rent  ;  from  this  adherence,  as  far  as  the  cæcum,  the 

reft  of  the  fmall  inteftines  were  confiderably  con- 
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trailed.  The  large  inteftines,  which  had  been  dil- 
tended  by  frequent  clyfters,  were  not  proportionably 
contra&ed.  The  duodenum  had  undergone  the  fame 
change  as  the  jejunum.  The  ftomach  was  alfo  very 
much  enlarged.  From  the  origin  of  the  duodenum 
to  the  crural  arch  five  feet  and  two  inches  of  the  in¬ 
teftine  were  filled  with  air  mixed  with  fæces. 
From  the  difie&ion  of  the  crural  arch  it  appeared  that 
the  incifion  had  produced  a  confiderable  reparation, 
and  that  confequently  the  ftrangulation  was  removed 
from  the  inteftine  being  no  longer  comprefted. 
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Cafe  of  an  Aneurifm  of  the  Aorta  Defcendens . 

+ 

[By  Mr.  E.  E.  Derrecagaix,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel 

Dieu.] 

PC  ARDE  AU,  44  years  of  age,  experienced  in 
•  the  year  1785  an  acute  deep-feated  pain,  fi- 
tuated  on*  the  anterior  part  of  the  cheft,  a  little  above 
the  left  breaft.  This  fymptom  appeared  without  any 
affignable  caufe;  and  which,  joined  with  fever  and 
difficult  refpiration,  feemed  to  announce  violent  in¬ 
flammation:  this  was  for  the  time  prevented  by 
bleeding.  The  fame  fymptoms  appeared  again 
fome  time  afterwards,  and  yielded  to  the  fame  re¬ 
medy.  It  was  remarked  that  he  obtained  more  in- 
ftantaneous  relief  when  the  bleeding  was  copious. 
Four  years  paffed  away  in  this  alternate  treatment. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1789  he  had  a  more 
violent  accefs  of  his  fymptoms  than  before  ;  bleeding 
was  not  of  any  ufe,  nor  did  any  advantage  feem  to 
be  derived  from  the  repetition  of  this  operation;  he 
fuffered  the  mod  dreadful  pains  without  remiffion  ; 
they  feemed  to  extend  as  far  as  the  axilla,  and  were 
fuppofed  to  be  produced  by  fome  parts  being 
torn  in  the  left  cavity  of  the  thorax.  The  feat  of  the 
pain  changed  on  the  8th  day  :  it  feemed  confined  to 
the  fpace  lituated  between  the  fcapula  and  the  fpine. 
The  difficulty  of  refpiration,  before  considerable, 

now 
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now  fenfibly  increafed,  The  patient,  after  paffing  1 5 
days  in  this  alarming  Situation,  was  again  Sufficiently 
well  to  return  to  his  ordinary  occupations,  until  the 
pains  again  returned  between  the  fcapula  and  the  cor- 
refpondent  vertebræ.  The  pains  which  before  were 
pungent,  now  became  lancinating  :  this  circumftance 
led  to  a  more  careful  examination  of  the  part  affe&ed 
with  pain,  where  a  tumor  was  difeovered,  two  inches 
in  diameter,  in  which  a  confiderable  pulfation  was 
remarked.  In  a  few  days  it  confiderably  increafed, 
when  his  pains  and  inconvenience  diminished.  He 
again  employed  himfelf  in  his  bufinefs,  but  not  fora 
long  continuance:  the  progrefs  of  the  tumor,  the 
difficulty  of  refpiration,  and  a  fenfe  of  enormous 
weight  in  the  thorax,  compelled  him  to  give  up  every 
fpecies  of  employ.  In  the  month  of  May,  1791,  he 
was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  The  tumor  was 
of  an  oval  form,  of  the  fize  of  a  fift,  and  extended 
from  one  fide  to  the  other,  from  the  angles  of  the 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  ribs,  as  far  as  under  the  fca¬ 
pula,  the  poflerior  edge  of  which  it  raifed  and  car¬ 
ried  forward.  The  pulfations,  fynchronous  to  thofe 
of  the  arteries,  were  fo  Strong  as  to  compel  the  par 
tient  when  lying  on  his  back  to  rife  and  turn  to  the 
right.  In  this  difeafe  art  could  avail  nothing  ;  a  pal¬ 
liative  plan,  and  a  ftri<ft  regimen  were  enjoined,  and 
the  patient  kept  in  a  State  of  weaknefs  by  means  of 
bleeding,  which  was  repeated  every  time  he  felt  any 
fenie  of  oppreffion.  The  tumor  at  this  time  in¬ 
creased  more  rapidly  than  ever  ;  a  ftate  of  reft,  with 
the  heat  of  die  bed,  Seemed  to  influence  its  progrefs; 
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the  pains  now  became  obftinate;  and  the  bleedings 
from  which  he  had  before  derived  advantage,  now 
only  enfeebled  him,  without  procuring  eafe.  In 
the  beginning  of  January,  1792,  the  tumor  occupied 
a  lpace  of  eight  inches,  extending  from  the  fécond  rib 
below  the  inferior  angle  of  the  fcapula  ;  its  tranfverfe 
extent  was  more  than  five  inches  from  the  tranfverfe 
apophyfis  of  the  vertebræ,  as  far  as  under  the  fcapula. 
The  fluctuation,  which  became  every  day  more  fen- 
fible,  and  the  rednefs  of  the  fkin  towards  the  center 
of  the  tumor,  feemed  to  announce  a  fpeedy  rupture, 
which  now  feemed  inevitable;  but  however  this 
did  not  occur  ;  he  lingered  out  two  months,  growing 
weaker  and  weaker,  with  increafed  difficulty  in  his 
refpiration,  and  enjoying  no  fort  of  intermifiion  of 
his  pain;  he  at  laft  funk  under  his  difeafe,  at  the  end 
of  ten  months  after  his  adrniffion  into  the  holpital, 
in  the  fourth  year  after  the  appearance  of  the  tu¬ 
mor  and  in  the  eighth  after  the  firfl  appearance  of 
the  fymptoms  :  he  was  perfe&ly  fenfible  to  the  laft 
moments  of  his  life.  Three  or  four  days  before  his 
death,  the  radial  artery  afforded  only  a  tremulous 
pulfation.  On  the  opening  of  the  body,  a  fmall 
quantity  of  blood  was  found  effufed  under  the  fkin, 
covering  the  tumor,;  the  trapezius  mufcle,  the 
rhomboid,  and  the  ferratus  minor,  were  found  thin, 
difcolorated,  and  reduced  nearly  to  a  membranous 
{fate;  on  railing  the  fcapula,  the  whole  of  the  pofte- 
rior  part  of  the  tumor  was  expofed  to  view  :  it  was 
found  to  extend  from  the  vertebræ  to  the  middle 
part  of  the  ribs,  which  it  entirely  covered  from  the 
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fécond  to  the  forth.  The  middle  part  of  the  tumor 
fituated  on  thefe  ribs  was  from  four  to  five  inches  in 
height.  After  the  aneurifmal  fac  was  difengaged 
from  the  parts  that  in  veiled  it  pofteriorly,  the  thorax 
was  opened,  that  the  anterior  part  might  be  exa¬ 
mined  ;  the  left  lung  was  found  wafted  from  the 
preffure  of  the  tumor,  to  which  every  part  but  its 
bafe  had  formed  adhefions  ;  the  heart  was  larger  than 
in  its  natural  ftate;  the  left  ventricle  and  auricle 
were  of  an  extraordinary  degree  of  thicknefs;  whilft 
the  other  cavities  were  remarkably  thin;  the  right 
auricle  in  particular  throughout  a  great  part  of  its 
extent  was  only  a  flight  transparent  pellicle.  The 
pulmonary  artery,  and  the  beginning  of  the  aorta 
were  in  their  natural  ftate:  towards  the  end  of  its 
curvature,  immediately  below  the  origin  of  the  fub- 
clavian  artery  and  of  the  canalis  arteriofus,  a  tumor 
was  obferved,  which  feemed  contiguous  with  the  coats 
of  the  thoracic  portion  of  the  aorta,  to  which  it  ad¬ 
hered  by  a  kind  of  pedicle,  of  about  one  inch  in  dia¬ 
meter  :  this  tumor,  infen fibly  enlarged  in  fize,  was 
found  fituated  backwards  behind  the  pleura,  occupy¬ 
ing  the  fuperior  third  part  of  the  left  cavity  of  the 
thorax;  it  afterwards  contracted,  to  pafs  through  the 
parietes  of  the  thorax,  when  it  enlarged  again  to  form 
under  the  fkin  the  external  tumor  already  deferibed. 
The  opening  by  which  a  portion  of  the  tumor  pafted 
out  of  the  thorax  was  occafioned  by  a  partial  deftruc- 
tion  of  two  inches  of  the  fifth  rib;  the  inferior  edge 
of  the  fourth  rib,  and  the  fuperior  edge  of  the  fifth, 
were  equally  deftroyed,  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  bodies 
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of  the  correfpondent  vertebræ,  with  the  whole  of  their 
tranfverfe  procefles.  What  remained  of  thefe  bones 
formed  a  part  of  the  aneurifmal  pouch,  and  expofed 
a  polifhed  and  worn  furface  immediately  in  contact 
with  the  coagula.  Neither  caries  or  fuppuration 
feemed  to  exift,  but  only  a  thicknefs  of  the  periof- 
teum.  The  tumor  was  prolonged  to  the  right  be¬ 
tween  the  bodies  of  the  vertebræ,  the  aorta,  œfopha- 
gus,  and  trachea  arteria,  which  it  pufhed  forward: 
this  prolongation  formed  a  new  pouch,  three  inches 
in  length,  in  the  right  cavity  of  the  thorax;  it  ex¬ 
tended  from  above  downward  ;  the  tranfverfe  width 
was  about  two  inches  and  a  half,  after  dividing  the 
curvature  of  the  aorta  and  the  aneurifmal  tumor  ; 
the  whole  pouch  was  found  filled  with  coagula  of  a 
loofe  confidence  at  the  lower  part,  but  forward  and 
backward  thefe  coagula  were  difpofed  in  lamina; 
and  in  proportion  as  they  approached  the  furface  their 
folidity  increafed;  towards  the  middle  and  pofterior 

part  they  feemed  ufed  and  deftroyed  in  the  place, 
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which  we  remarked  was  ready  to  burft.  The  aneu¬ 
rifmal  fac,  communicating  with  the  aorta  by  an  aper¬ 
ture  about  one  inch  in  fize,  on  the  firft  view  appeared 
as  if  formed  of  the  tunics  of  the  artery  ;  but  on  a  more 
attentive  examination,  it  was  found  that  the  coats  of 
the  artery  terminated  by  a  projecting  edge  fituated 
at  the  part  where  the  dilatation  commenced,  and 
that  the  cellular  texture  which  compofed  the  fac  was 
loft  in  the  pleura  and  in  the  external  coat  of  the 
aorta  ;  in  other  refpedts  this  vefiel  had  not  fuffered  a 
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great  dilatation.  Nothing  farther  was  remarked  than 
an  extraordinary  brittlenefs  of  the  ribs. 


Cafe  of  a  Bubonocele  with  Gangrene  of  the  lntefiiney 

cured  by  the  Operation. 

J  GABRIEL,  48  years  of  age,  had  been  af- 
•  feCted  for  five  years  with  an  inguinal  hernia, 
fmall  in  fize  and  eafy  to  reduce,  which  until  this  laft 
fix  months  he  had  retained  by  means  of  a  bandage, 
when  by  neglecting  this  precaution  a  larger  defcent 
took  place;  the  reduction  was  difficult,  but  effected 
however  by  a  horizontal  po  fit  ion  affifted  with  mode¬ 
rate  preffiure.  On  the  7th  of  May,  1791,  his  attempts 
to  reduce  it  were  followed  with  pain  and  naufea  : 
thefe  fymptoms  were  aggravated  on  perfifting  in  his 
endeavours  ;  he  continued  them  however  for  about 
a  week,  during  which  he  drank  only  wine  and  brandy, 
which  he  conceived  would  remove  the  difpofition  to 
vomiting,  that  had  affeCted  him  from  the  fécond 
day.  He  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the 
13th  of  May:  he  was  put  into  the  bath,  and  the 
tumor,  as  well  as  the  whole  abdomen,  which  was 
tente  and  painful,  was  covered  with  an  emollient 
poultice.  The  next  day  the  patient  appeared  in  the 
greatefl  danger  ;  he  could  not  however  be  perfuadcd 

to 
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to  fubmit  to  the  operation.  Which  was  reprefented  to 
him  as  the  only  means  of  faving  his  life.  He  was 
once  more  put  in  the  bath,  where  every  poflible 
effort  was  tried,  without  effeCt;  from  this  he  was 
induced  to  confent  in  the  evening  to  the  operation. 
The  tumor  at  this  time  was  hard  and  painful,  the 
fkin  which  covered  it  red  and  inflamed,  and  the  ab¬ 
domen  tenfe,  through  the  parietes  of  which  the  cir¬ 
cumvolutions  of  the  inteftines  were  diftinCtly  marked. 
On  dividing  the  integuments,  the  hernial  fac  was 
found  of  an  extraordinary  degree  of  thicknefs,  with  a 
bloody  and  blackifh  fluid  diffufed  in  its  fubftance;  its 
cavity  contained  a  fluid  of  a  reddifh  colour,  and  ca¬ 
daverous  odour;  the  hernia  was  principally  compofed 
of  a  mafs  of  omentum,  bruifed  and  echimofed, 
anteriorly  furrounding  a  fold  of  intefline  of  one 
inch  and  a  half  in  length.  Thefe  parts  had  contracted 
âdhefions  to  one  another,  which  were  eafily  deflroyed 
by  the  finger.  The  two  portions  which  formed  the 
fold  adhered  to  one  another,  and  to  the  hernial  fac* 
by  a  kind  of  bloody  cellular  fubftance.  A  round  ef- 
char,  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  was  found  on  the  pofte- 
rior  part  of  the  intefline;  its  colour  cineritious, 
fimilar  to  what  is  always  found  in  fphacelated  intef¬ 
tines.  The  ring  was  free,  and  the  ftrangulation  was 
found  to  arife  from  a  very  tight  contraction  of  the 
peritoneum,  at  the  origin  of  the  hernial  fac.  After 
this  was  removed  by  the  point  of  a  common  biftoury, 
conducted  on  a  director,  the  finger  was  introduced 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  inteftines 
round  the  ring  were  found  flightly  to  adhere  to  the 
Vol.  II,  A  a  parietes 
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parictcs  of  that  cavity,  where  the  inflammation  had- 
been  certainly  very  confidcrable;  thcle  adhefions 
were  deftroyed,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  the 
inteftine  withdrawn  from  the  cavity,  ,  which  was 
found  inflamed  confiderably  above  the  ring.  The 
reduction  offered  no  difficulty  whatever;  the  whole 
of  the  inteftine  was  returned  without  any  particular 
caution  but  to  return  the  fphacelated  portions. 

All  authors  recommend  the  inteftine  to  be  retained 
in  fimilar  cafes  by  means  of  a  loop  of  thread  pafled 
through  the  mefentery.  Mr.  Delault  formerly  adopted 
this  practice,  which  is  adhered  to  at  prefent  by  many 
petitioners,  but  he  has  long  fmee  relinquifhed 
it,  convinced  from  experience,  and  particularly 
from  diffedtion,  that  the  portion  which  formed  the 
hernia  never  recedes  from  the  ring,  and  that  there  is 
no  reafon  to  apprehend  an  effufion  in  the  abdominal 
cavity  on  the  feparation  of  the  efehar,  as  the  inflam¬ 
mation  will  produce  an  adhefion  of  the  inteftine  to  the 
neighbouring  parts  before  this  feparation  can  be  ef- 
fedled.  After  the  return  ol  the  inteftine,  the  epiploic 
mafs  was  left  unreduced,  and  covered  with  fine  li¬ 
nen,  the  wound  dreffed  in  the  ufual  manner,  and 
the  dreffngs  retained  by  a  T  bandage.  In  the 
evening  an  enema  was  thrown  up,  which  brought 
away  fome  bilious  matters.  The  next  day  he  was 
better,  the  pulfe  not  fo  much  raifed,  and  the  belly 
lefs  hard  and  painful.  Another  clyfter  produced  the 
fame  effedt.  On  the  3d  day,  as  the  belly  was  tenfe  and 
inflated,  an  ounce  of  pulp  of  caffa,  with  two  ounces 
of  manna,  difl'olved  in  three  pints  of  water,  were  pre¬ 
scribed  ; 


{  369  ) 

fcribed  ;  this  medicine  produced  feveral  ftooîs,  and 
diminifhed  in  fome  degree  the  lize  of  the  abdomen. 
The  next  day  a  grain  of  emetic  tartar  was  added  to 
the  fame  potion,  which  produced  an  evident  good 
effed.  From  this  time  the  abdomen  regained  its 
natural  ftate,  a  fmall  degree  of  pain  remaining  only 
about  the  ring.  The  ftools  were  more  frequent  the 
following  days.  The  wound  followed  the  ordinary 
courte,  and  nothing  was  remarked  that  feemed  'to 
announce  an  exfoliation  of  the  inteftine,  which  with¬ 
out  doubt  muft  have  adhered  to  the  contiguous  parts* 
and  the  efchar  have  palfed  off  with  the  other  matters 
along  the  inteftinal  canal.  The  omental  mafs  fell  into 
a  ftate  of  gangrene,  and  Houghed  off  on  the  8th  day. 
Slight  folid  aliment  was  now  allowed,  which  was  gra¬ 
dually  increafed.  The  wound  was  perfedly  cicatrized 
50  days  after  the  operation.  This  man  has  been 
frequently  feen  fi nee  the  operation;  and  on  exami¬ 
nation  one  year  after  his  difmiiiion,  was  perfectly  free 
from  every  inconvenience. 
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On  the  Tinea. 

[By  Mr.  Evers,  Surgeon  at  Hanover,  communicated 
by  Mr.  Rougemont,  Profeflor  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.] 

MR.  Evers,  in  a  memoir  prefented  to  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Gottingen  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  tinea,  objects  to  the  mode  of  treating  this 
diieafe  by  means  of  the  pitch  plaider  :  his  principal 
objection  is  the  tearing  out  of  the  hair;  a  remedy  at¬ 
tended  with  extreme  pain,  and  often  worfe  than  the 
difeafe.  This  cruel  operation  is  often  repeated  three 
times.  This  author  has  twice  tried  the  effects  of  the 
powder  of  burnt  toads,  (fo  much  boafted  of  in  Flo¬ 
rence,)  with  which  he  fprinkled  the  head,  previoufly 
rubbing  it  with  hog’s  lard  ;  this  cleanfed  the  fkin, 
but  did  not  influence  the  caufe  of  the  complaints, 
which  appeared  again  foon  after.  Perfuaded  that 
the  diflolution  and  evacuation  of  the  fluids  ftagnant 
on  the  bulbs  of  the  hairs  and  in  the  fatty  veficles 
would  accomplish  the  cure  of  this  difgufting  com¬ 
plaint  without  the  neceflity  of  tearing  out  the  hair, 
Mr.  Evers  proceeded  in  the  following  manner  : 
After  cutting  off  the  hair,  the  incrufhations  were 
foftened  with  nutritum  and  hog’s  lard,  and  removed; 
the  head  was  then  covered  with  fmall  flips  of  thin 
leather,  fpread  (about  one  line  in  thicknefs)  with  a 
folution  of  gum  ammoniacum  in  vinegar,  boiled  to 

the 
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the  confidence  of  a  plaifter;  the  whole  was  retained 
on  by  a  cap.  At  the  end  of  fix  weeks,  the  plaider 
was  taken  off,  and  the  head  found  perfectly  cured. 
Mr.  Rougemont  has  three  times  employed  this  me¬ 
thod,  and  with  the  moft  compleat  fuccefs. 


Note  of  the  Editor, 


The  modern  practice  in  Tinea  is  to  apply  pitch 
plaiders  to  the  head,  to  leave  them  on  until  the  hair 
has  grown  to  fome  lines  in  length  and  gets  implanted 
in  the  pitch  ;  the  hairs  are  then  torn  out  by  taking 
off  the  plaider;  this  operation  is  repeated  three  or 
four  times,  or  even  more,  until  the  tinea  difappears. 
Mr.  Kuhn  employs  a  plaider  of  common  refin  and 
meal  ;  he  dips  dips  of  linen  in  this  plaider,  two  fin¬ 
gers  in  width,  and  applies  them  warm  to  the  head, 
previoudy  cutting  off  the  hair;  when  the  plaider  is 
cold,  he  carefully  takes  it  oft’  and  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  only  to  tear  out  the  hairs  implanted  in  the  difeafed 
part  ;  the  patient  was  then  dreffed  twice  a  day  with 
a  liniment  compofed  of  half  an  ounce  of  olive  oil  and 
a  coffee  fpoonful  of  a  folution  of  mercury  in  nitrous 
acid,  or  of  nitrated  mercury  ;  the  patient  was  then 
purged  with  jalap  and  calomel.  Some  German  prac¬ 
titioners,  after  foftening  the  cruds  with  an  emollient 
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ointment  or  poultice,  wafhed  the  head  with  urine, 
and  afterwards  applied  as  hot  as  poffible  an  ointment 
compofed  of  half  a  pound  of  the  powder  of  juniper 
berries,  and  nine  ounces  of  hog’s  lard,  and  as  much 
of  frefh  butter.  Others  fpeak  much  in  the  praife  of 


camphorated  milk.  A  mixture  has  been  employed 
compofed  of  two  parts  of  turpentine  and  one  of  rofe 


ointment,  previoufly  wafhing  the  head  with  an  inf u- 


lion  of  the  euphorbia  fyhatica  lin  in  vinegar  ;  red 
precipitate  incorporated  with  bafilicon,  and  white 
precipitate  with  hog’s  lard  have  been  employed  ;  but 
the  application  in  mod  general  ufe  has  been  a  folu- 
tion  of  fixed  alkali  in  lime  water.  Mr.  Plenk  re¬ 
commends  the  head  to  be  anointed  twice  a  day  for  fix 
weeks  with  a  mixture  of  half  an  ounce  of  marfhr 
mallow  ointment  to  two  ounces  of  ointment  of  juni¬ 
per  berries  and  half  an  ounce  of  marine  acid.  Mr, 
Bell  has  fuccefsfully  employed  a  folution  of  five  grains 
of  cor.  fub.  to  a  pint  of  water.  Mr.  Stoller  cured  a 
cafe  of  tinea  of  18  years  Handing  by  the  internal  and 
external  ufe  of  hemlock.  Mr.  Stack  of  Mayence 
praifes  the  panfy  flower  (viola  tricolor  Lin.)  The 
general  drink  employed  during  the  treatment  is  com¬ 
pofed  of  burdock,  patience,  and  fumitory;  Æthiop's 
mineral  with  fugar  and  milk  is  then  given.  The  fob 
lowing  pills  are  much  fpoken  of  : 


R.  Pulv.  Scammon 
Calomel 


Antimon.  Diaph.  gra  xxiv. 

Sirop.  Chicorei.  comp,  Rliei  q,  s.  m.  f.  Mafia. 


The 
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The  following  practice,  purfued  in  the  Hôtel 
Dieu,  we  find  attended  with  the  moft  complete  fuc- 
cefs  :  a  ptifan  is  prefcribed,  made  of  the  roots  of 
patience  or  burdock,  fometimes  of  fafaparilla,  in  the 
proportion  of  one  ounce  to  three  pints  of  water, 
boiled  to  two  thirds;  a  pill  compofed  of  two  grains 
of  calomel,  and  as  much  of  the  fulph.  aurat.  antimo- 
nii,  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  conferve,  to  be  taken 
every  night  and  morning  -,  from  the  firft,  a  poultice 
is  applied,  with  the  intention  of  loftening  the  in- 
cruftations;  after  perfifting  in  this  plan  for  eight  or 
ten  days,  the  part  is  bathed  with  a  folution  of  corro- 
five  fublimate  and  verdegreafe  in  water,  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  fix  grains  of  each  to  a  quart;  compreffes 
dipped  in  this  lotion  were  alfo  frequently  applied  to 
the  head.  This  plan  is  perfifted  in  until  the  cure  is 
completed,  which  takes  place  fooner  or  later,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  extent  and  length  of  time  the  difeafe  has 
exifted.  In  dartrous  affedions  the  fame  treatment 

has  been  attended  with  equal  fuccefs.  In  the  winter 

» 

of  the  year  1788  to  1789,  a  little  child,  eight  years 
of  age,  had  a  fmall  ulcer  on  the  leg,  which  had  been 
unfuccefsfully  treated  for  fix  months,  before  it  was 
recolledcd  that  it  had  fucceeded  a  dartrous  affedion 
on  her  thigh  which  (lie  had  for  fame  years;  flue 
had  never  any  other  complaint.  She  llept  at  this 
time  with  another  child  of  the  fame  age  who  had 
chilblains,  but  who  was  in  other  refpeds  in  perfed: 
health  ;  at  the  end  of  a  month  this  child  was  at¬ 
tacked  with  a  kind  of  tinea,  which  affected  a  furfacc 
of  feveral  inches  on  the  top  of  the  head.  They 
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fepa  rated  the  children,  and  placed  this  laft  mentioned 
infant  in  the  fame  bed  with  a  woman  about  30  years 
of  age,  who  had  never  been  afflicted  with  any  difeafe 
of  the  ikin  :  this  woman  was  attacked  at  the  end  of  a 
fortnight  with  dartrous  affections  of  the  arm  and 
thigh.  Thefe  three  patients  w'ere  cured  by  the  treap» 
ment  we  have  juft  defcribecj. 


Cafe  of  a  Commotion  of  the  Spinal  Marrow ,  cured  by  the 

Exhibition  of  an  Emetic , 

[By  Mr.  Derrecacaix,  Surgeon  to  the  HôtelDieu.] 


AMES  Lacroix,  a  mafon,  36  years  of  age,  fell 


on  his  feet  horn  a  height  about  12  feet  :  he  fell 
backwards,  and  for  fome  time  was  deprived  of 
his  recollection.  When  he  recovered  his  fenfes, 
they  lifted  him  up;  he  was  incapable  of  fup- 
porting  himfelf  even  for  an  inftant  ;  he  conceived 
that  all  his  limbs  were  broken,  and  particularly  com¬ 
plained  of  an  acute  pain  in  his  loins.  The  buttocks, 
thighs,  and  legs,  were  abfolutely  infenfible  and  de¬ 
prived  of  motion.  To  thefe  fymptoms  wrere  added 
retention  of  urine  and  an  incapacity  of  retaining  the 
fæces.  In  this  ftate  he  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel 
Die  u  on  the  5th  of  Oftober,  1791,  forty-eight  hours 


fitter 
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after  the  accident.  To  remove  the  diftenfion,  which 
was  confiderable,  the  catheter  was  inflantly  pafled. 
As  bleeding  was  not  indicated  by  the  ftate  of  the 
pulie,  a  relaxing  drink  only  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
the  next  day,  in  which  a  grain  of  emetic  tartar  was 
diflolved  ;  this  produced  copious  evacuations  by  ftool, 
but  always  involuntary.  A  little  foup  was  allowed 
in  the  evening.  After  the  effed  of  a  fécond  grain 
given  the  next  day,  the  patient  began  to  experience  a 
pricking  fenfation  along  the  infide  of  the  legs  and 
thighs,  which  parts  were  perfedly  reftored  to  their 
fenfibility  by  the  5th  day.  The  acute  pain  in  the 
lumbar  region  gradually  diminilhed,  but  the  pofle- 
rior  part  of  the  thighs  did  not  regain  their  fenfibility 
until  the  end  of  three  weeks,  during  which  time  he 
took  every  other  day  an  emetic  diflolved  in  the  drink. 
At  this  period  the  patient  executed  all  the  motions  of 
flexion  and  extenfion  ;  he  retained  and  pafled  his 
fæces  at  will;  the  natural  courfe  of  his  urine  was 
eftabliflied.  From  his  weaknefs  he  was  incapable  to 

quit  his  bed.  At  the  end  of  the  fécond  month  he 

\ 

was  capable  of  riling  and  walking  on  crutches,  and  in 
a  few  days  after  could  walk  with  the  afliftance 
of  a  flick;  this  he  could  not  difpenfe  with  even 
when  he  left  the  hofpital,  which  was  the  59th 
day  after  his  admiflion.  A  flight  degree  of  weaknefs 
only  remained,  without  the  leaft  paralytic  affe&ion; 
he  poflefled  the  perfect  ufe  of  his  lower  extremities. 

The  treatment  of  this  cafe  was  extremely  Ample*: 
neither  bleeding  or  any  particular  regimen  was  or¬ 
dered  ;  no  topical  application  whatever  was  employee  ; 

and 
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and  the  only  internal  medicine  was  a  deco&ion  of 
dog’s  tooth,  fweetened  with  oxymel,  which  was  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  end  of  the  treatment.  Eleven  grains 
of  tartar  emetic  were  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  firft 
24  days. 


Cases  and  Observations  on  the  Treatment  çf  the 

Zona. 


[By  Mr.  Deguise,  Surgeon  to  the  Hofpital  of  La 

Charité  at  Charanton.] 

CASE  I. 

ON  the  1  ft  of  December,  1791,  James  Defrige, 
50  years  of  age,  of  a  bilious  temperament, 
was  admitted  into  the  hofpital  of  La  Charité  for  a 
zona  or  ring  worm,  with  which  he  had  been  affeéted 
for  15  days.  The  difeafe  had  begun  with  a  diipofi- 
tion  to  vomit,  accompanied  with  a  general  fenfe  of 
uneafinefs,  great  heat,  pain  in  the  head,  with  difficulty 
of  refpiration  ;  thefe  fymptoms  were  fucceeded  by  an 
eryfipelatous  rednefs,  accompanied  with  violent  itch-» 
ing  in  the  hypogaftric  region;  this  part  was  foon 
covered  with  fmall  puftules,  approaching  very  near  to 
each  other;  they  extended  in  form  of  a  girdle  from 

the 
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the  linea  alba  as  far  as  the  tranfverfe  procefies  of  the 
dorfal  vertebræ.  The  width  of  this  girdle  was  four 
fingers  breadth,  A  furgeon  was  called  in,  who  co¬ 
vered  the  part  affedted  with  a  liniment  made  with 
the  white  of  an  egg  and  milk.  The  itching  increafed 
immediately  after  this  application,  and  many  vehicles 
began  to  form  on  the  part.  In  this  date  the  patient 
was  admitted  into  the  hofpital.  The  pulfe  was  hard, 
the  mouth  bitter,  the  tongue  moift  and  furred.  The 
firft  day  a  weak  infufion  of  elder  flowers  was  ordered 
for  a  drink,  and  compreffes  dipped  in  the  fame  liquor 
were  applied  to  the  part.  The  next  day  three  grains 
of  emetic  tartar  were  prefcribed  for  a  vomit  :  the 
emetic  tartar  was  dilfolved  in  a  pint  of  water,  and 
taken  in  three  different  glaffes.  The  rednefs  and  pain 
feniibly  diminiflied,  as  foon  as  this  remedy  had  pro¬ 
duced  its  effedt.  Two  fmall  efehars  appeared  where 
the  veficles  had  been  fituated,  which  were  dreffed  with 
the  ftyrax  ointment  ;  they  fell  off  on  the  4th  day. 
The  ulcers  were  dreffed  with  cerate.  The  patient 
was  purged  twice,  and  left  the  hofpital  perfectly 
çured  on  the  1 6th  day  after  his  admiffion. 


CASE 
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.CASE  IL 

EDMOND  Redan  was  admitted  into  the  fame 
hofpital  on  the  20th  of  December,  1791,  for  a 
zona  furrounding  the  thorax  and  nearly  as  extenfive 
as  the  preceding  cafe.  From  his  general  ftrength, 
and  the  ftate  of  his  pulfe,  he  was  bled  in  the  firft  in- 
fiance,  vomited  the  next  day,  and  purged  fome  days 
afterwards;  infufion  of  elder  flowers  was  employed  as 
in  the  preceding  cafe  ;  and  in  ten  days  he  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  returning  to  his  ordinary  occupations* 


Note  of  the  Editor, 

The  zona  is  a  difeafe  extremely  common.  In  this 
fpecies  of  eryfipelas  a  bilious  difpofition  in  the  primæ 
viæ  is  particularly  remarkable,  and  confequently  the 
indication  can  never  be  equivocal.  In  the  Hotel 
D;eu  we  find  this  difeafe  generally  is  cured  in  four  or 
five  days,  after  the  patient  has  been  evacuated  once 
or  twice  with  the  emetic  tartar,  in  the  dole  of  a  grain 
diflolved  in  a  pint  of  water.  The  external  remedy 
which  has  appeared  to  fuçceed  the  bed,  is  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  comprefles  dipped  in  the  aq.  veg.  min. 
When  ulcerations  exift  they  are  drefled  with  cerate. 

Case; 
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C ase  a n d  Observations  on  the  Danger  0/ Repel¬ 
lents  in  cutaneous  Difeafes. 


[By  Gabriel  Morel,  M.D.] 


THE  hiftory  of  medicine  furnifhes  numerous 
examples  of  the  baneful  effe&s  of  topical  ap¬ 
plications  where  acrimonious  humours  exuding  from 
the  fkin  have  been  repelled  from  its  furface.  The 
cafe  related  by  Dr.  Morel  affords  a  linking  infiance 
of  the  abfurdity  of  this  pra&ice. 

M.  V.  4 7  years  of  age,  had  accuftomed  himfelf 
for  many  years  to  the  ufe  of  wine  and  flrong  liquors  : 
his  general  health  was  however  good;  but  the  ordi¬ 
nary  confequence  of  this  mode  of  life  foon  fhewed 
itfelf  in  his  face,  where  a  confiderable  puflulous  erup¬ 
tion  took  place.  M.  V.  defirous  of  getting  rid  of 
this  inconvenience  at  any  rifque,  applied  to  a  fur- 
geon,  who  imprudently  prefcribed  a  iotion  made  with 
a  handful  of  elder  flowers,  two  drams  of  flowers  of 
fulphur,  as  much  of  camphire,  ten  drops  of  fpirit  of 
vitriol,  and  half  a  pint  of  vinegar.  M.  V.  had  only 
occafion  to  employ  it  eight  times,  when  the  eruption 
totally  difappeared.  The  fatisfadlion  he  experienced 
was  of  Ihort  duration,  for  he  was  foon  attacked  with 
violent  pains  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  continual  fever,  which  increafed  confidera- 
bly  towards  the  evening.  After  a  month’s  attentive 

treatment, 
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treatment,  M.  V.  remained  (till  in  the  fame  fituation* 
The  fever  and  evening  paroxyfms,  as  well  as  the  pain 
in  the  liver,  continued  in  their  full  force  ;  the  lower 
extremities,  genital  organs,  and  abdomen,  began  to 
fwell  a  fortnight  before  this  period*  At  this  time,  the 
19th  of  Auguft,  1790,  Dr.  Morel  was  confulted  :  he 
found  the  abdomen  tenfe,  with  an  obvious  effufion  in 
its  cavity;  the  region  of  the  liver  was  extremely  fend- 
ble  ;  the  ferotum  and  penis  fwelled,  the  laft  to  an 
enormous  degree;  the  prepuce,  from  being  elongated 
and  twifled  on  itfelf,  obftrudted  the  palfage  of  the 
urine,  and  prevented  it  from  paffing  but  a  little  at  a 
time.  The  patient  experienced  a  violent  fenfe  of 
third:,  which  could  not  be  allayed,  joined  to  a  lofs  of 
appetite  :  he  told  Dr.  Morel,  that  he  attributed  all 
thefe  fymptoms  to  the  difappearance  of  the  eruption, 
and  that  previous  to  the  application  of  the  lotion  he 
had  enjoyed  an  excellent  (fate  of  health.  Dr.  Morel, 
from  thefe  circumftances,  attributed  his  prefent  com¬ 
plaints  to  the  metadads  produced,  and  fufpedted 
that  the  general  mafs  of  the  blood  was  affedted  as 
well  as  the  liver.  A  nitrated  tifan  was  preferibed, 
with  aperient  apozems;  an  enema  made  of  the  de¬ 
coction  of  linfeed  ;  undtions  with  warm  olive  oil, 
particularly  on  the  abdomen.  The  fever,  pain,  and, 
tendon  of  the  abdomen  yielded  to  thefe  methods, 
which  were  perdfted  in  until  the  2 2d  of  Auguft.  At 
this  period  a  purgative  was  ordered,  compofed  of 
manna  and  rhubarb:  the  good  efFedts  of  this  remedy 
were  decidedly  marked  ;  it  carried  off  the  fever  and 
the  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium.  Dr.  Morel  now 

diredted 
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directed  his  attention  to  the  afcites,  compounded 
with  anafarca,  by  endeavouring  to  augment  the  fe- 
cretion  of  urine,  which  was  nearly  fufpended,  as  well 
as  the  fecretion  from  the  inteftines.  To  the  nitrated 
ptifan  and  aperient  apozems,  three  doles  of  a  diuretic 
powder  were  preferibed,  compofed  of  twelve  grains  of 
nitre,  fix  grains  of  fquills,  and  two  grains  of  cinna¬ 
mon;  one  of  ihefe  powders  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
previous  to  each  draught  of  the  decodtion.  This 
treatment,  perfifted  in  from  the  23d  to  the  26th., 
produced  no  fenfible  change,  the  belly  augmented 
in  fize,  and  the  fweliing  of  the  lower  extremities,  fero- 
tum,  and  penis,  continued  to  increafe  ;  thefe  parts 
were  fomented  with  camphorated  fpirit  and  lime 
water.  Six  ounces  of  the  decodlion  of  broom  allies 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day  inftead  of 
the  above  powder:  this  was  perfifted  in  until  the  28th. 
The  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium  again  recur¬ 
ring,  one  dole  of  the  decodtion  was  omitted,  an 
oily  potion  with  laudanum  preferibed,  and  enemas 
thrown  up  morning  and  evening,  made  of  decodtion 
oflinfeed.  Thefe  remedies,  continued  until  the  30th, 
alleviated  the  pain  without  improving  the  general 
ftate  of  his  health.  The  abdomen,  the  genitals,  and 
the  lower  extremities  were  at  this  time  of  a  prodigious 
fize.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  a  hydragogue 
purge  was  preferibed,  made  with  five  grains  of  refin 
of  jalap  triturated  with  fweet  almonds  and  oil  of  tar- 

1 

tar  per  deliquium,  and  twelve  grains  of  fquills,  and 
as  much  of  the  root  of  the  afcl'epias :  this  produced 
frequent  and  liquid  ftools.  It  was  repeated  on  the 
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*d  and  on  the  6th  of  September;  it  produced  always 
the  fame  effeCts,  without  procuring  any  more  than  a 
temporary  advantage.  M.  V.  coüld  breathe  only 
when  feated  on  his  bed.  From  this,  joined  with 
other  uneafy  fymptoms,  Dr.  Morel  was  induced  to 
perform  the  operation  of  paracentefis,  which  was  done 
on  the  left  fide,  and  ten  pints  of  very  limpid  fluid 
drawn  off.  Dr.  Morel  obferves,  that  in  conformity 
to  the  opinion  of  the  beft  practitioners  he  formed  a 
very  unfavourable  prognoffic.  To  reffore  tone  to 
the  relaxed  integuments  and  abdominal  mufcles,  fo¬ 
mentations  were  ordered,  with  the  ufe  of  aromatic 
wine;  thick  compreffes,  dipped  in  the  fame  liquor, 
were  applied  to  the  abdomen,  and  retained  on  by  a 
bandage;  thefe  dreffngs  were  kept  on  for  fix  days, 
and  in  this  interval  the  patient  loft  by  the  punCture  at 
leaft  ten  pints  of  water  ;  the  abdomen  leffened  in 
fize  after  the  operation,  and  the  refpiration  became 
freer,  but  the  lower  extremities  were  not  diminifhed 
in  fize.  On  the  14th  of  September,  three  punClures 
were  made  above  the  maleolus  internus  ;  fuch  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  water  was  evacuated  by  thefe 
apertures,  that  in  four  days  the  fwelling  of  the  geni¬ 
tals  and  of  the  lower  extremities  fubfided;  to  reffore 
the  tone  of  the  parts  a  roller  was  employed,  with 
aromatic  fomentations,  animated  with  fal  ammoniac. 
On  the  day  after  the  punCture,  that  is  on  the  8th  of 
September,  the  patient  had  taken  two  dofes  of  the 
diuretic  powder  and  fix  ounces  of  the  broom  decoc¬ 
tion.  In  the  morning  he  took  four  ounces  of  the 
Chalybeat  wine,  according  to  the  formula  of  the 

military 
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military  hofpitals;*  thefe  remedies  could  only  be  per- 
filled  in  until  the  12th,  as  he  took  an  infurmountable 
antipathy  to  medicine,  as  well  as  to  every  fpecies  of 
aliment  except  wine,  which,  taken  in  fmall  quantities, 
mixed  with  a  little  cinnamon  and  capillaire,  ferved  to 
keep  up  his  ftrength  ;  his  pulfe  was  fmall  and  con¬ 
centrated,  his  countenance  heavy,  and  his  extremities 
cold;  the  belly,  though  foft,  offered  no  fymptoms  of 
effufion  in  its  cavity;  the  liver  was  hard  and  volumi¬ 
nous,  but  not  painful.  On  the  26th,  the  copious 
difeharge  from  the  puncture  in  the  ankles  flopped; 
the  extremities  and  indeed  the  whole  body  grew  colder 
and  colder  every  day  ;  the  pulfe  tremulous.  On  the 
20th  he  was  attacked  with  a  piffmg  of  blood  ;  this 
blood  feemed  intimately  blended  with  the  urine,  and 
feemed  to  come  from  the  veffels  of  the  bladder  ;  the 
diicharge  of  this  bloody  urine  was  attended  with  in- 
fupportable  (hive rings;  an  oily  potion,  with  lauda¬ 
num,  was  preferihed,  together  with  a  decoétion  of 
marfhmallows.  On  the  29th  of  September,  a  decoc¬ 
tion  of  the  root  of  the  grande  confeurde ,  acidulated 
with  rabel  water  ;  this  drink  moderated  the  piffing  of 
blood,  which  continued  until  his  death,  that  hap¬ 
pened  on  the  4th  of  October.  The  next  day  Bi% 
Morel  examined  the  body;  the  abdomen  contained 
about  two  pints  of  lemon  coloured  water;  the  liver 
was  of  a  confiderable  (ize,  hard  and  fliining;  its  con¬ 
cave  furface  was  livid  and  of  a  lead  colour;  $Jiis  tinge 

*  Steel  filings,  4  oz.  courfe  powder  of  bark,  2  oz.  cloves, 
one  fcruple,  infufed  cold  for  four  days  in  four  pints  of  white 
wine,  to  which  add  t\yo  ounces  of  brandy, 

Vol.  II*  Rb  extended 
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extended  through  half  the  thick  nefs  of  this  v ileus, 
and  extended  along  the  whole  inferior  edge  of  its  con¬ 
vex  furface  to  the  height  of  half  an  inch,  where  it 
formed  a  kind  of  border.  The  whole  iuriace  had  no 
firmnefs  in  its  confidence;  Dr.  Morel  conceived  it 
fphacelated.  The  gall-bladder  was  increafed  to  three 
times  its  natural  bulk,  and  contained  a  quantity  of 
thick  black  bile  as  black  as  ink  ;  the  other  vifeera 
appeared  undifeafed,  except  the  left  kidney,  which 
was  much  larger  than  the  right  ;  the  bladder  was 
fmall  and  tough  ;  its  internal  furface  Teemed  inflamed^ 
and  prefented  a  number  of  orifices  of  dilated  veffels, 
through  which  the  blood  mud  have  been  difeharged 
that  he  pafied  with  his  urine  the  lad  14  days  of  his 
life;  by  p  refill  re  with  the  finger  a  fmall  quantity  of 
blood  in  a  diffolved  date  oozed  from  their  orifices. 

This  cafe  affords  another  proof  of  the  bad  effects  of 
adringents  and  repellent,  which  are  too  frequently 
employed  in  cutaneous  difeafes,  particularly  thofe 
which  affedl  the  face.  The  metadafis  of  the  humour 
which  conditutes  this  fpccies  of  difeafe,  may  give  ori¬ 
gin  to  complaints  proportionably  important  to  the 
vifeera  which  it  may  happen  to  affect.  In  thp  above 
cafe  the  humour  might  perhaps  have  been  invited 
again  to  the  face  if  emetics,  warm  baths,  and  ludori- 
fics  had  been  employed  in  the  beginning  ;  the  face 
fhould  have  been  wa(hed  with  an  emollient  decoc¬ 
tion,  then  with  tinedure  of  cantharides;  a  finapifm 
fhould  have  been  applied  to  the  paru 
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Observations  on  Calculi  in  the  Bladder. 

WHEN  (tones  have  pafled  from  the  kidnies  or 
ureters  into  the  bladder,  they  frequently  get 
engaged  in  the  urethra,  and  expelled  with  the  urine. 
This  lpontaneous  expulfion  occurs  more  frequently 
in  women,  from  the  urethra  being  (hotter,  wider, 

and  more  diftenfibie  than  in  men.  lnftances  have 

• 

happened  where  calculi  of  the  fize  of  a  hen’s  ere  have 
paffed  through  this  canal.  Stones  of  the  fize  of  a 
hazel  nut  have  palled  the  urethra  of  men  j  but  in- 
dances  of  this  nature  are  io  rare,  that  we  can  place 
little  reliance  on  fuch  a  fortunate  termination.  Innu¬ 
merable  cafes  have  occurred  where  fmall  (tones  have 
paffed  the  ureters  with  little  or  no  pain,  and  that  have 
never  been  engaged  in  the  urethra,  but  have  formed 
nuclei  for  the  formation  of  calculi  of  much  larger 
dimenfions.  The  majority  of  (tones  found  in  the 
bladder  have  for  their  nucleus  gravel,  which  has 
descended  from  the  kidnies,  round  which  new  layers 
of  calculous  matter  are  depofited  from  the  urine.  Some 
of  thefe  (tones  originate  however  in  the  bladder  by 
the  aflemblage  and  dépolit  of  a  number  of  fmall  grains 
of  calculous  matter;  thefe  have  no  diftinct  nucleus. 
Others  owe  their  origination  to  fome  extraneous  fub- 
(tance,  introduced  by  accident  into  the  bladder,  and 
thus  becoming  a  center  for  incruftations.  Thus  in- 
(tances  of  the  formation  of  calculi,  have  arifen  from  a 
nucleus  being  in  the  firft  inftance  formed  by  clots  of 

B  b  2  blood, 
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blood,  infpiffated  mucus,  a  pin,  an  £ar  of  corn,  a 
bullet,  aient,  a  piece  of  bougie,  or  found;  andin 
this  hofpital  a  cafe  occurred  where  the  nucleus  was 
found  to  be  a  fmall  apple. 

There  is  fometimes  great  variety  refpe&ing  the 
number  of  calculi  found  in  the  bladder.  One  is  how¬ 
ever  moft  frequently  found,  but  when  they  are  of  a 
chalky  nature,  they  are  more  numerous;  one,  two, 
three,  or  even  more.  Mr.  Default  has  even  extracted 
200  in  an  operation  he  performed  on  a  curate  of  Pon - 
toife.  The  fize  of  the  (tones  depend  on  their  nature, 
their  number,  and  on  the  time  the  complaint  has 
exifted:  the  longer  time  the  calculus  remains  in  the 
bladder,  the  more  its  fize  will  be  increafed  by  new 
layers  of  (tony  concretions;  when  confiderable,  they 
do  not  admit  of  fuch  a  confiderable  increafe.  The 
(tones  termed  mural  by  Mr.  Default  are  obferved  ne¬ 
ver  to  become  very  large,  but  the  cretaceous  ones  are 
remarked  fometimes  to  increafe  rapidly  in  fizc,  and  to 
acquire  an  enormous  fize  ;  they  have  been  feen  as 
large  as  a  double  fi(t,  and  occupy  the  whole  cavity  of 
the  bladder,  having  only  a  gutter  or  fulcus  in  the  tide 
to  admit  of  the  patfage  of  the  urine.  Stones  in  the 
bladder  are  not  always  free  and  detached  :  fome  are 
embraced  very  tightly  by  the  coats  of  this  vifeus, 
others  are  partially  engaged  in  the  ureters;  they  are 
fometimes  fixed  in  the  neck  O'  the  bladder,  and  not 
untrequentlv  found  lodged  in  facculi  accidentally 
formed  in  this  vilcus.  Th.fe  cyfls  are  of  different 
fize;  lome  are  fmall,  and  exift  in  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  ;  fome  are  deeper,  and  their  orifice  is  remarked 

to 
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to  be  fmaller  than  their  bale;  they  appear  formed  by  a 
prolongation  of  the  internal  coat  of  the  bladder;  other 
facculi  are  occafionally  found,  and  feem  formed 
from  the  whole  of  the  tunics  of  the  bladder  :  thefe 
fometimes  are  of  fuch  confiderable  fize  that  the  blad¬ 
der  feems  to  be  divided  into  two  or  more  cavities 
nearly  equal  in  fize.  Stones  found  in  thefe  facculi 
fometimes  prefent  depreffions,  in  which  fungi  of  the 
bladder  have  been  received  ;  thefe  vafcular  prolonga¬ 
tions  have  been  teen  to  iniinuate  themielves  in  the  ir« 

* 

regular  inequalities  on  the  furface  of  thefe  ftones: 
When  this  happens  a  portion  of  thefe  fungi  are  often 
extracted  with  the  hone  ;  a  circumftance  that  has 
deceived  fome  practitioners,  and  led  them  to  fuppofe 
that  they  adhered  to  the  coat  of  the  bladder. 


Symptoms  of  the  Exiftence  of  a  Stone  in  the  Bladder* 

Thefe  may  be  divided  into  rational  and  fenfible. 
Among  the  firft,  the  commemorative  fymptoms  may 
lead  to  a  prefumption  of  the  exiftence  of  a  ftone  in  the 
bladder.  The  patient  fhould  be  queftioned  whether  he 
has  had  any  nephritic  fymptoms,  and  whether  the  pain 

inthebladderwasimmediatelyfuccehivetothecefTation 

of  pain  in  the  kidnies,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  ureters  ; 
whether  gravel  orfmall  ftones  have  paffed  away  withthe 

B  b  3  urine; 


(  388  ) 

urine;  or  whether  there  was  any  hereditary  diipofition 
to  this  difeafe  from  being  born  ol  calculous  parents. 
The  moil  general  decifive  fymptom  of  a  calculous  in 
the  bladder,  is  a  pain  in  the  region  of  this  vifeus  and 
in  its  contiguous  parts:  fometimes  this  fymptom  is 
wanting;  for  calculi  have  exifted  in  the  bladder  for 
manv  years  without  any  inconvenience:  but  thefe 
inftances  are  rare.  The  pain  produced  by  the  fton« 
is  not  always  equally  intente,  and  depends  much  on 
its  form  :  if  pointed,  the  pain  is  more  acute  than 
when  the  furfaoe  is  poHfhed.  Thefe  pains  are  gene¬ 
rally  relieved  by  reft,  and  renewed  by  motion;  and 
confiderably  aggravated  by  exercife  on  foot,  on  horfe- 
back,  or  in  a  carriage  :  they  are  generally  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  fenle  of  weight  in  perinæo,  ftupor  and 
numbnefs  in  the  thighs,  retraction,  and  fometimes 
atrophy  of  the  tefticles.  The  bufferings  of  fome  cal¬ 
culous  patients  are  fo  violent  that  they  are  in  confiant 
agitation,  crofting  their  thighs,  walking  with  their 
legs  feparate,  frequently  introducing  the  finger  in  the 
reft um,  where  they  think  they  can  feel  a  hard  body, 
to  which  they  attribute  the  tenefmus  with  which  they 
are  frequently  attacked  fubfequent  to  this.  Adults,  and 
thole  in  the  decline  of  If  e,  are  often  inconvenienced 
by  hemorrhages,  and  children  with  prolaplus  ani. 
Almoft  every  patient  is  tormented  with  involuntary 
eredions;  fome  excite  them  by  fridion  when  they 
feel  an  intolerable  tickling  and  itching  towards  the 
extremity  of  the  glans;  in  fome  there  is  a  flight  ap¬ 
pearance  of  phlogofis  or  increafed  adion  at  the  orifice 
of  the  urethra  fimilar  to  what  js  met  with  in  gonorr- 

hæa  ; 


hæa;  they  have  an  almcft  inceffant  defire  to  make 
water,  which  they  cannot  effect  without  going  to  (tool  ; 
and  when  they  want  in  the  fird  indance  to  go  to  (tool* 
they  are  alike  incapable  of  holding  their  water.  When 
the-ftone  is  large  and  unequal,  the  pain  is  more  acute 
after  the  evacution  of  the  urine,  from  the  coats  of  the 
bladder  coming  in  contact  with  the  naked  done,  pro¬ 
ducing  irritation  and  contraction.  Sometimes,  when 
the  done  is  fmall  and  flight,  it  gets  fituated  near  the 
neck  of  the  bladder*,  and  under  thefe  circumdances 
the  efforts  to  urine  are  extremely  painful,  and  orten 
unavailing;  it  often  happens  for  the  lame  mechanical, 
reafon  that  the  dream  of  urine  is  fuddenly  interrupted, 
and  flows  again  when  the  fituation  of  the  calculus  is 
altered  by  varying  the  pofition.  Some  are  even  una¬ 
ble  to  difcharge  their  urine  without  lying  on  their  back 
or  fide.  A  done  engaged  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
does  not  always  produce  retention  of  urine,  as  it  is 
fometimes  of  an  angular  fhape,  or  has  a  fulcus  in  its 
fide,  admitting  of  the  paffage  of  the  urine.  Inconti¬ 
nence  of  urine  is  alfo  one  of  the  confequences  attend- 
ant  on  the  prefence  of  a  done  in  the  bladder:  this 
happens  when  it  is  fufficiently  large  to  occupy  the 
whole  cavity  of  the  bladder;  the  urine  then  being 
prevented  from  collecting  in  any  quantity, isdifcharged 
as  fad  as  it  isfecreted,  paffing  through  a  Lind  of  gut¬ 
ter  formed  in  the  fides  of  the  calculus.  In  fotne  pa¬ 
tients  the  urine  is  glairy,  in  others  purulent  or  bloody; 
the  maioritv  difcharge  blood  with  their  urine,  after 
the  flighted  degree  of  exercife. 

The  fen  fib  le  proofs  of  the  exiftsnee  of  a  calculus 
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arc  to  be  acquired  by  the  introduction  of  the  found 
and  by  paffing  the  finger  up  the  reCtum  in  men,  and 
up  the  vagina  in  women.  The  tumor  formed  by  the 
ftone  contained  in  the  bladder  when  of  a  moderate 
fize  may  be  diftin&ly  fe't  at  its  lower  fundus,  when 
the  finger  is  pafled  up  the  reCtum  in  men,  or  up  the 
vagina  in  women  ;  but  when  fmall  in  fize,  it  is  apt  to 
efcape  our  refearchec.  Thefe  refearches  are  fome- 
times  impraticable;  as  in  cafes  of  hemorrhoids,  or  in 
fchirrus  and  carcinomatous  affedlions  of  the  reClum; 
but  indeed  this  method  of  afcertaining  this  dileafe 
cannot  be  relied  on,  as  a  fwelled  pro  flare  gland,  fungi, 
or  any  fwelling  in  the  tunics  of  the  bladder  may  afford 
a  fimilar  fenfation.  Different  lorts  of  founds  have 
been  propofed  at  various  times  to  alcertain  the  exift- 
cn.ce  of  a  ftone:  thofe  of  iron  and  fteel  have  been 
employed,  as  affording  a  more  diftinCt  found  ;  but  the 
ordinary  catheters  are  entitled  to  the  preference,  as 
they  admit  the  difcharge  of  the  urine  and  allow  injec¬ 
tions  to  be  thrown  into  the  bladder  when  deemed 
neceffary.  The  found  may  be  either  pafled  laying  or 
ftanding.  In  infants  the  firft  is  preferable.  The 
ftone  is  often  felt  immediately  after  the  introduction  of 
the  found  by  thofe  accuftomed  to  the  operation.  A 
noife  refulting  from  the  fhock  of  the  two  bodies  com¬ 
ing  in  contact  may  be  fometimes  diftin&ly  heard; 
under  thefe  circumftances  no  doubt  can  be  entertained. 
Mr.  Default  obferves,  that  it  is  difficult  to  prefcribe 
any  certain  rules  how  to  manage  the  ftaff  when  in  the 
bladder,  fo  as  to  afcertain  the  exiftence  of  a  ftone* 
fometimes  it  is  difficult  to  difcover,  and  fometimes  it 

will 
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will  el  cape  the  moft  exad  and  be  ft  direded  refearches. 
Pradice  alone  can  render  a  lurgeon  expert  in  this 
operation.  There  are,  however,  home  remarks,  the 
refult  of  obfervation  and  experience.  When  the  ftone 
is  not  immediately  felt,  the  infiniment  fliould  be 
moved  gently  over  every  point  of  the  furface  of  the 
bladder,  and  pafted  in  as  far  as  poffible  ;  it  fhould 
then  be  retraded  as  far  as  the  neck  of  this  vifcus; 
then  again  paffed  in,  fometimes  depreffing  the  beak 
towards  the  fundus  of  the  bladder  and  fometimes  mov¬ 
ing  it  in  a  contrary  fenfe,  and  indeed  in  every  pofïï- 
Tie  diredion.  The  found  fhould  at  times  be  flightly 
agitated,  to  render  the  fhock  of  this  infiniment 
againft  the  ftone  more  fenfible  to  the  feel.  If  no 
ftone  can  be  felt  after  an  attention  to  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  the  pofition  of  the  patient  fliould  be  varied; 
he  fhould  alternately  be  founded  on  his  back  and 
fide;  fometimes  in  a  flanding  pofition,  inclining  for¬ 
ward  or  bending  backward.  By  varying  the  pofition 
of  the  patient  in  this  manner,  the  ftone  is  often  eafily 
difcovered.  It  is  preferable  to  pafs  the  found  when 
the  bladder  is  diflended  than  when  it  is  empty  :  in 
the  firft  cafe  it  may  be  moved  with  more  freedom 
and  is  attended  with  lefs  pain,  nor  is  the  ftone  fubjed 
to  get  entangled  in  the  folds  of  this  vifcus.  For 
this  reafon  we  have  often  fucceeded  in  finding  a  cal- 
cuius  by  injeding  the  bladder,  when  none  couid  be 
difcovered  in  its  empty  ftate.  Sometimes  when  the 
bladder  is  remarkably  large,  and  the  ftone  extremely 
fmall,  it  may  be  felt  more  diftindly  when  it  is  empty. 
For  thefe  reafons  hollow  founds  are  entitled  to  the 
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preference,  as  we  may  evacuate  or  fill  the  bladder 
at  pleafure.  We  cannot  be  juflified  in  afferting  that 
there  is  not  a  (tone  becaufe  we  are  unable  to  difeover 
it  by  our  refearches,  however  accurate  :  our  endea¬ 
vours  fhould  be  repeated  ;  and  we  may  perhaps  fuc- 
ceed  the  fécond  or  third  time,  when  we  have  been 
difappointed  in  our  firft  attempt.  Many  caufes  may 
occur  to  prevent  the  difeovery  of  the  (lone  :  if  final  1 
in  fize  it  will  elude  the  beak,  and  if  furrounded  with 
glairy  mucus,  will  not  afford  that  fenfation  that  ge¬ 
nerally  refults  from  the  collifion  of  the  beak  with  the 
calculus.  The  (lone  may  be  entangled  in  the  folds  of 
the  bladder,  or  be  fituated  in  a  cyd  or  facculus  :  the 
beak  may  poffibly  get  engaged  in  the  ureter,  when  it 
happens  to  be  dilated  :  in  this  cafe  it  admits  of  great 
freedom  of  motion,  and  induces  the  furgeon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  there  is  not  a  done.  The  bladder  fome- 
times  becomes  indurated,  and  affords  a  fimilar  fenfa¬ 
tion  to  a  done  when  touched  by  a  daff. 

Praditioners  not  much  accudomed  to  the  operation 
may  be  deceived  by  the  prefence  of  tumors,  fungi, 
polypi,  dhirrus  affedions  of  the  uterus,  indurated 
fæces,  peffaries  in  the  vagina,  Sjc.  Thefe  doubts 
may  be  removed  by  the  introdudion  of  the  finger  up 
the  redum  in  men,  and  up  the  vagina  in  women. 
The  found  does  not  ferve  merely  to  alcertain  the  fize, 
figure,  and  hardnefs  of  calculi  ;  in  many  circiîm- 
dances  it  will  indicate  their  number  :  for  indance, 
when  fmall  dones  are  contained,  a  kind  of  clashing 
noife  is  afforded  by  the  contad  of  the  found  ;  there 
is  reafon  to  iuppofe  a  done  is  fmall  when  it  difappears 
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as  loon  as  a  little  motion  is  given  to  the  found;  on  the 
contrary  there  is  ground  to  fufpedV  it  large  when  it  is 
hill  felt  after  confiderable  and  extenfive  motion  has 
been  given  to  the  inftrument.  But  on  thefe  occafions 
the  practitioner  may  be  fubjeCt  to  error.  A  very 
fmali  ftone,  lituated  near  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
may  give  the  idea  of  a  large  one  ;  from  coming  in 
conta&  with  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  furface  of 
the  inftrument.  It  is  eafy  to  diftinguifh  whether  a 
ftone  is  rough  or  Imooth  :  in  the  laft  cafe  the  ftaff 
paiTes  over  it  without  any  interruption,  which  is  not 
the  cafe  when  the  itone  is  pointed  and  rough.  We 
may  judge  of  the  hardnefs  or  foftnefs  of  the  calculus, 
by  the  lound  being  obfeure  or  diftinct . 

I  he  effects  brought  on  confequent  to  the  exiftence 
ot  the  ftone  are  equally  various  :  in  others  its  in- 
creafe  in  ftze  is  very  rapid;  whilft  in  fome  it  is  fo 
flow  that  the  fame  ftone  has  been  remarked  to  have 
augmented  very  little  in  the  courfe  of  feveral  years. 
The  majority  ot  calculus  patients;  are  fatigued  day 
and  night  with  the  mod  excruciating  pains;  they 
are  fubjeCt  to  inflammation,  fuppuration,  and  ulcera¬ 
tion  of  the  bladder,  and  which  fometimes  takes  on  a 
horney  hardnefs,  and  death  fooner  or  later  doles  the 
icene.  With  relpect  to  the  ufe  of  lythontriptics, 
their  inefficacy  and  danger  are  well  known.  When 
the  ftone  is  too  large  topafs  the  urethra,  we  can  only 
depend  on  the  operation  as  a  radical  cure:  it  may  be 
performed  at  all  ages;  for  experience  Ihews,  that  in¬ 
fants  of  the  moft  tender  age,  as  well  as  thofe  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  life,  are  able  to  fupport  it  :  it  would  be 
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prudent  however  to  omit  it  in  aged  patients,  if  they 
are  not  much  inconvenienced  by  its  prelence;  but  if 
the  pain  and  other  fymptoms  fhould  happen  to  be 
violent,  the  age  of  the  patient  fhould  not  be  urged  as 
an  objection.  Mr.  Default  has  frequently  performed 
the  operation  with  fuccefs  on  perfons  80  years  of  age. 
With  refpeét  to  children,  it  may  be  performed  from 
two  and  a  half  to  three  years  of  age.  The  prognoftic 
depends  on  the  fex,  age,  fize,  and  form  of  the  calcu¬ 
lus,  conjoined  with  other  fymptoms.  It  is  in  general 
more  fuccefsful  with  women  than  men,  and  in  chil- 
dren  than  in  adults  and  old  men.  A  fanguineous 
temperament  is  more  favourable  for  it  than  a  bilious 
one.  When  performed  on  thofe  fcrophuloufiy  dif- 
pofed,  it  often  fets  that  difeafe  in  a&ion. 


A  Note  relative  to  the  Puncture  of  the  Bladder  above 

the  Pubis. 

'  !  * 

«  >  •  w  I  - 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Noel,  Surgeon  in  Chief  of 

the  Hôtel  Lieu  at  Reims . 

✓  i  1  !  * 

MP.  a  bookfeller,  who  formed  the  fubjedt  of 
•  Cafe  IV.  page  165,  died  fuddcnly  of  an 
apopletic  fit,  which  afforded  Mr.  Noel  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  verifying  the  conjecture  he  had  formed,  that 

the 
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the  bladder,  fome  days  after  the  pundure,  had  con- 
traded  adhefions  with  the  correfpondent  portion  of 
the  internal  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  and  that  thefe 
kind  of  adhefions  prevent  the  effufion  of  urine  in 
fimilar  cafes.  Mr.  Noel  opened  the  body  by  making 
a  longitudinal  incifion,  extending  from  the  umbilicus 
to  the  fymphifis  pubis,  within  half  an  inch  of  the 

cicatrix  that  refulted  from  the  pundure  ;  that  por- 

•  •  **  ■ 

tion  of  the  integument  oppofite  to  the  cicatrix  was 
then  divided  by  a  tranfverfe  incifion,  and  the  bladder 
expofed,  which  was  found  empty  and  funk  in  the 
pelvis  ;  from  this  Mr.  Noel  conceived  that  he  was 
deceived  in  his  conjedure  ;  ftill  it  remained  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  the  urine  was  not  diffufed  every  time  the 
found  was  changed,  and  how  it  was  poiTible  to  make 
thefe  changes  without  experiencing  the  lead  difficulty. 
Mr.  Noel  continued  the  diftedion  by  making  ano¬ 
ther  tranfverfe  incifion  a  little  above  the  cicatrix  :  he 
then  obferved  a  true  ligamentous  fubftance,  from  12 
to  15  lines  in  length,  of  the  fize  of  a  crow’s  quill; 
this  ligament  was  continued  on  the  external  cicatrix, 
as  far  as  the  middle  and  anterior  part  of  the  bladder  : 
on  examining  this  ligamentous  fubftance,  Mr.  Noel 
was  fatisfied  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  formed, 
and  its  ufe  during  the  time  the  patient  was  obliged  to 
wear  the  found.* 


•  Vide  Obfervations  on  the  Pun&ure  of  the  Bladder  by  Mr. 
>«roel,  page  156  and  following;  and  Cafe  IV.  page  164. 
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Cafe  of  a  complete  Section  of  the  fpinal  Marrow , 

tended  with  Paralyfts . 

[By  J.  Boulet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

« 

JP.  Ripert,  21  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  the 
•  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  10th  of  Auguft,  1792,  for  a 
penetrating  gun-fhot  wound  he  had  received  in  the 
cheft.  This  man  expired  about  26  hours  after  the 
accident  without  experiencing  any  other  fymptoms 
than  are  generally  confequent  to  a  wound  ot  this  na¬ 
ture  :  he  pafled  his  urine  without  difficulty,  but  was 
incapable  of  difcharging  his  fæces;  he  was  in  con¬ 
fiant  agitation,  moving  the  pelvis  and  lower  extre¬ 
mities  continually.  The  body  was  opened,  and  the 
courfeof  the  bail  traced;  it  had  pafled  in  at  the  right 
fide  of  the  thorax,  before  the  inferior  angle  of  the 
fcapula  ;  a  confiderabie  echimofis  took  place  around 
the  wound  ;  the  latiffimus  dorfi  was  found  pierced 
below,  the  inferior  angle  of  the  fcapula,  with  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  blood  under  the  ferratus  major 
anticus,  which  had  been  divided  a  little  more  for¬ 
ward  ;  the  parts  that  covered  were  confiderably 
echimofed.  The  ball  had  penetrated  the  thorax  be¬ 
tween  the  eighth  and  ninth  rib.  The  inferior  edge  of 
the  eighth  had  been  carried  off,  and  the  ninth  was 
found  fractured  :  it  then  appeared  to  have  pafled 
through  the  inferior  lobe  of  the  right  lung,  which  was 
/  covered 
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covered  with  blood,  with  which  the  greatell  part  of 
the  correfpondent  cavity  of  the  thorax  was  nearly 
filled;  the  ball  then  palled  acrols  the  right  fide  of  the 
body  of  the  tenth  dorfal  vertebræ,  and  had  completely 
divided  the  fpinal  marrow  ;  from  thence  it  palled 
into  the  left  cavity  of  the  thorax,  which,  as  well  as 
the  right,  was  filled  with  blood,  and  then  penetrated 
the  inferior  part  of  the  left  lung,  and  palled  out  be¬ 
tween  the  feventh  and  eighth  rib  towards  their  angle, 
and  was  loll  under  the  ferratus  major  anticus  and  la- 
tiflimus  dorfi,  which  were  found  echimofed,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  right  fide.  The  functions  of  the  urinary 
organs  were  uninjured,  and  he  had  been  perfectly 
capable  of  moving  his  lower  extremities.  In  a  con¬ 
fiant  Hate  of  agitation,  he  was  perpetually  changing 
lides,  fitting  on  his  bed,  or  drawing  up  his  legs  and 
thighs.  A  fenfe  of  oppreffion,  accompanied  with 
third  and  general  unealinefs,  were  the  only  fymptoms 
he  complained  of.  In  the  night  he  had  a  momentary 
attack  of  delirium  :  this  excepted,  he  poffelïed  his 
perfed  recollection.  The  complete  fedion  of  the 
lpinal  marrow  at  the  tenth  vertebræ  was  clear  and 
decided.  The  fad  was  demonllrated  in  public  by 
Mr.  Default,  who  opened  the  body.  What  reliance, 
a! ter  this  occurrence,  can  be  placed  on  theoretical 
fyllems  ?  Here  we  find  a  general  proportion,  which 
has  even  paffed  into  an  axiom,  abfolutely  and  incon- 
trovertibly  contradided  by  experience.  Fads  with¬ 
out  number  can  be  adduced  to  prove,  that  pally  is 
generally  produced  merely  by  compreffion  of  the 
[  fpinal  marrow  ;  how  then  is  it  poflible  to  explain 

how 
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how  motion  was  kept  up  for  26  hour*  after  the  com¬ 
plete  fedion  of  this  important  organ  ?  From  this 
curious  fad:  we  are  juftified  in  concluding  that  the 
real  principles  of  the  human  fabric  are  but  little 
known,  and  that,  like  Hippocrates,  we  had  better 
adhere  to  obfervation  and  experience  than  employ 
our  minds  in  raifing  iyftems  and  explaining  theories. 


« 

Cafe  of  Gangrene  of  the  Reiïum. 

[By  Mr.  Larrey,  Army  Surgeon. 1 

* 

J  MARTIN,  agrenadier,  30  years  of  age,  came 
•  to  the  hofpital  at  Sarguemines  to  be  cured  of  a 
fimple  gonorrbæa.  The  running  was  yellowifh,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  flight  pain  and  difficulty  in  making 
watej. 

to  the  hofpital  at  Phatfbourg,  where  he  was  treated 
with  every  poffible  attention.  The  running  ditni-» 
nilhcd,  became  white,  the  pain  in  difcharging  his 
urine  had  ceaied,  and  he  was  on  the  point  of  being 
difcharged  the  hofpital  to  join  his  regiment,  when 
Mr.  Larrey,  who  was  deputed  to  perform  the  office 
of  iurgeon  major,  favv  him  for  the  firft  time.  This 
foldier  was  healthy  in  appearance,  nor  had  ever  com¬ 
plained 


At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  he  was  removed 
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plained  of  any  other  inconvenience.  Under  his  pre¬ 
lent  circumftances  nothing  was  prefcribed  but  nou- 
riffling  aliment,  and  barley  water  as  a  drink.  On 
the  13th  of  July  he  was  ordered  to  join  his  regiment, 
being  to  all  appearance  cured  ;  but  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning  he  fuddenly  experienced  a  defire  to 
vomit,  accompanied  with  colickly  pains  and  a  vio¬ 
lent  head  ache.  Bilious  vomitings  now  took  place; 
and  the  whole  iurrace  ot  the  body  became  of  a  faffron 
hue.  Thefe  fymptoms  were  regarded  by  Mr.  Larrey 
as  the  effects  of  indigedion.  Aqueous  drinks  were 
ordered;  which  producing  no  effed,  were  altered 
for  an  oily  anti-fpafmodic  potion,  with  an  acidulated 
and  nitrated  ptifan.  The  pains  in  the  abdomen  in- 
crealed,  although  towards  the  evening,  the  vomiting 
had  fubfided;  at  the  fame  time  the  other  lymptoms 
were  aggravated  ;  the  fever  increafed  in  violence,  the 
pain  in  the  head  became  more  intenfe,and  the  furface 
of  the  body  of  a  deeper  yellow.  Blitters  were  applied 
to  the  thighs,  and  the  oily  potion  repeated  with  thirty 
drops  of  the  anodyne  tindure.  Thefe  medicines  pro¬ 
duced  no  effed.  He  was  in  a  continual  date  of  acnta- 

o 

tion  ;  the  urine  was  bloody  and  difcharged  with  pain. 
Thefe  frefh  fymptoms  would  have  direded  the  ufe  of 
the  bath,  but,  horn  home  indications  of  internal  o-an- 

ÎD 

grene,  the  pulfe  became  fmall  and  intermittent  ;  a 
cordial  potion  was  ordered.  Two  hours  after  its  ex¬ 
hibition  he  fell  into  a  lethargic  date,  the  extremities 
became  cold,  the  pulfe  fcarcely  fenfible,  the  counte¬ 
nance  pale  and  cadaverous,  the  hiccups  frequent,  and 
in  fhoit  every  fymptom  announced  a  fpeedy  diffolu- 
Vol.  II,  Ç  c  tiom 
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tion,  which  took  place  30  hours  after  the  firft  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  fymptoms.  The  body  was  opened.  The 
ftomach  was  found  red  and  fwelled,  containing  a 
fmall  quantity  of  drink.  The  omentum  contra&ed, 
inflamed,  and  extremely  fmall.  The  fmall  inteflines 
were  of  a  reddifh  brown  for  nearly  their  whole  extent, 
and  much  diftended  with  flatus.  The  colon  and  cæ¬ 
cum  were  inflamed,  nearly  empty,  and  fmaller  than 
in  general.  The  liver  was  fwelled  and  large  in  fize. 
The  fpleen  nearly  natural.  The  inteftinnm  return 
was  found  to  be  the  principal  feat  of  the  difeafe.  This 
gut,  as  high  as  the  figmoid  flexion  of  the  colon,  was 
enlarged  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  occupy  nearly  the 
whole  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  The  mezo  re<ftum  was 
found  in  a  (late  oî  gangrene  throughout  its  whole  ex¬ 
tent,  as  well  as  the  contiguous  parts;  the  bladder  was 
of  a  reddifh  brown,  full  oi  a  bloody  liquor,  and  inter¬ 
nally  afleéted  with  gangrenous  fpots.  The  ureters 
were  black  as  high  as  their  infertion  into  the  kidnies, 
where  they  did  not  appear  to  be  aflefred.  The  os 
pubis  was  divided,  with  the  intention  of  obtaining  a 
better  view  of  the  inrefline,  as  the  fymphifis  was  found 
in  an  oflrfled  Rate;  on  laying  open  this  intefline,  its 
cavity  was  found  to  be  filled  with  a  number  of  black 
tumors  o!  an  oval  lhape;  thefe  tumors  were  difpofed 
in  a  ciicular  dir  <ftion  fix  inches  above  the  fphincter 
ani;  b  tween  thefe  tumors,  which  refembled  hemorr¬ 
hoids,  furrows  were  fltuated  filled  with  a  yellowifh 
mucus;  they  fcemed  to  be  of  a  fibrous  cellular  tex¬ 
ture;  the  gut,  in  conlcquence  of  thefe  fwellings,  was 
increafed  to  nearly  two  inches  and  a  half  in  thicknefs, 
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without  affording  any  fuppuration  at  any  one  point; 
the  redtum,  and  confequently  all  the  tumors,  were  in 
a  (late  of  complete  gangrene.  Such  was  the  ftate  of 
the  abdominal  vifcera. 

The  fame  difficulty  was  experienced  in  dividing  the 
cartilages  of  the  ribs  as  in  leparating  the  os  pubis. 
The  lungs  were  inflamed,  and  adhered  to  the  pleura. 
The  top  of  the  left  lobe  prefented  a  point  of  gangre¬ 
nous  fuppuration.  The  pericardium  was  found  to 
contain  a  quantity  of  bloody  ferum.  The  heart  pale, 
and  filled  with  black  fluid  blood.  Black  fpots  were 
obferved  on  the  furface  of  the  body,  fimilar  to  fcor- 
butic  eruptions.  The  head  was  not  opened. 

Mr.  Larrey  is  of  opinion,  that  the  primary  caufe 
of  this  difeafe  of  the  rebtum  may  be  attributed  to  the 
.venereal  virus,  but  offers  no  conjectures  on  the  cu¬ 
rious  circumftance  of  the  offification  of  the  cs  pubes 
and  of  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs. 
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Cafe  of  a  fuccefsful  Application  of  the  trepan  on  the 

fuperior  longitudinal  Sinus . 

[By  Mr.  Thikriot.] 

ON  the.  17th  of  March,  1791,  a  woman  of  the 
name  of  Henrion,  30  years  of  age,  received  a 
violent  blow  with  a  fire  (hovel  on  the  os  frontis  :  it 
produced  a  longitudinal  fradture  on  that  part  of  the 
bone  that  çorrefponds  to  the  fuperior  longitudinal 
finus.  A  violent  hemorrhage  took  place  from  the 
nofe,  mouth,  and  ears,  accompanied  with  lofs  of  re- 
collcdtion.  The  next  day  (he  was  attacked  with  a 
violent  pain  on  the  poftenor  part  of  the  head,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  fenie  of  tenfion  about  the  mufcles  of 
the  neck;  (lie  was  alfo  a  fie  bred  with  coldnefs  of  the 
extremities,  which  fubfiding  gave  place  to  a  violent 
fever.  The  patient  was  then  vifited  by  Dr.  Laurent 
and  Mr.  Legrand,  furgeon,  who  were  deputed  by  the 
tribunal  to  report  her  fituation  :  they  both  accorded 
in  opinion  with  Mr.  Thicriot  refpedting  the  nature  of 
the  fradture,  the  neceffity  for  the  application  of  the 
trepan,  and  the  dangers  neceffarily  attendant  on  its 
application  to  the  part  in  queftion.  The  patient  wa^ 
laid  on  her  bed,  her  head  fixed  by  afilftants,  and  the 
frabture  expofed  by  means  of  a  crucial  incifion.  The 
four  angles  were  taken  off,  and  the  wound  filled  with 
dry  lint.  Three  hours  afterwards,  the  trepan  was 
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applied  on  the  moft  dependent  part  of  the  fracture* 
which  was  comprized  in  the  crown.  Mr.  Thieriot 
obferves,  that  when  he  had  fawed  through  the  bone 
near  the  fuperior  longitudinal  finus,  he  did  not  lay 
any  ftrefs  on  that  portion  of  the  os  frontis  which 
correfponded  to  this  finus,  which  he  was  apprehenfive 
of  dividing.  To  avoid  this,  the  trepan  was  cautioufly 
moved  to  right  and  left,  the  bone  loofened,  and  re¬ 
moved  by  means  of  the  lever.  Some  pointed  frag¬ 
ments  that  remained  of  the  internal  table  were  removed 
by  means  of  the  lenticular.  The  fulcus  in  which  the 
finus  was  lodged  was  fufhciently  large  to  admit  half  a 
writing  pen.  The  fever  and  all  the  fymptoms  fub- 
fided  on  the  eighth  day  after  the  fymptoms,  by  means 
of  bleeding  and  other  anti-phlogiftic  remedies.  The 
wound  fuppurated  kindly,  and  the  patient  daily  im¬ 
proved  until  the  twentieth  day.  At  this  period  fome 
fymptoms  took  place,  which  menaced  the  life  of  the 
patient  :  fhe  was  attacked  with  violent  fever,  accom¬ 
panied  with  fixed  pain  at  the  poflerior  part  of  the 
head;  at  the  fame  time  the  urine  appeared  purulent. 
A  blifter  was  applied  to  the  neck,  which  produced  a 
confiderable  fuppuration.  Half  an  ounce  of  the 
bark  was  preferibed  to  be  taken  every  day.  Thefe 
fymptoms  fubfided  at  the  end  of  eight  days;  and  on 
the  fortieth  day  after  the  operation  the  external  table 
of  the  cranium  exfoliated  as  large  as  a  crown  piece. 
In  two  months  her  cure  was  complete. 

This  cafe  may  ferve,  in  conjunction  with  others 
reported  by  authors,  to  prove  that  the  trepan  may 
with  fafety  be  applied  on  the  finufes  and  even  on  the 
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fphenoidal  arteries,  if  proper  precautions  are  ob- 
ferved.  Mr.  Thieriot  is  of  opinion,  that  the  opera- 
tion,  under  thefe  circumftances,  would  be  more 
likely  to  be  attended  with  luccefs,  if,  after  the  crown 
of  the  ordinary  trepan  had  reached  the  finus,  we  were 
to  employ  one  of  a  i  mailer  fize,  not  above  three  lines 
in  width,  curved  and  indented.  He  recommends  the 
furgeon  to  ufe  this  infiniment  to  finifli  the  fed  ion  of 
the  bone,  by  ufing  it  in  the  manner  of  a  writing  pen, 
moving  it  alternately  from  fide  to  fide,  directing  it 
from  the  veffels  ;  by  which  precaution  there  will  be 
little  danger  of  dividing  them.  - 
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